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Who was James Ramsey?? 

 



 

 

The Black Lone Ranger made his true identity known. He was James Ramsey.  

The Ranger performed frequently at Red's Lounge, and at the Checkerboard Lounge on the South Side. At the Board, he usually sat-in 
with Vance Kelly and the Backstreet Blues Band. Over the years, he also worked with Billy Branch and the Sons of Blues, and J.W. 
Williams and the Chi-Town Hustlers, among others.  

Ramsey took great pride in being the Black Lone Ranger. He was not playing a role. It was his life. He slept in his boots and claimed 
that he even showered with his mask on. The Ranger's guns were real and he owned a white horse named Trigger. Ramsey kept the 
animal on a farm south of Chicago.  

The Black Lone Ranger was the perfect mix of light-heartedness and dedication to an ideal. In fact, Ramsey was such a hardcore 
Ranger that he found himself unable to respect perhaps the worlds most well-known of Lone Rangers, Clayton Moore. He felt Moore 
lacked dedication.  

"Clayton Moore didn't wear his mask except when he was doing the (television) show," the Ranger told Rocktober Magazine in 1996. "I 
will never (remove) my mask every day and every night until I go home!"  

James Ramsey was born Feb. 1, 1932, in Jackson, Miss. He later moved to Denver, Colo., and began working as a ranch hand at his 
uncle's horse farm. He quickly fell in love with his new life on the open range and adopted the lifestyle of a cowboy. He was the Lone 
Ranger for more than 40 years.  

"It was like this," he told me in a 1994 conversation. "I listened at the radio all the time and every evening was the Lone Ranger. My 
idea was to be the Black Lone Ranger, so I made me a mask out a black jacket and I put it on and wore it around out there in the 
country -- way out in the country. My uncle was a sheriff at the time and he took me to town. I had my mask on and the big men said, 
'Hey, what is this? The Lone Ranger?' He said, 'This is my nephew, the Black Lone Ranger. So all along, men would ask me the 
question, 'How do I feel as the Black Lone Ranger?' I told 'em, 'I feel fine.'"  

The Black Lone Ranger fell in love with blues when he moved to Chicago in the 1950s and heard Muddy Waters playing on the South 
Side. He enjoyed Waters' style and material so much that he dedicated himself to learning to sing like Waters. Despite his years on the 
scene, however, the Ranger's only known recording is a four-song EP entitled "Truth Unmasked, recorded in 1995/1996 on the tiny 
Rocktober Records label. The platter captures the Ranger performing his favorites -- "Rock Me," "I'm A Man," "I Want You To Love Me," 
and McKinley Mitchell's "End of the Rainbow."  

When he moved to Chicago from Colorado, Ramsey found employment as a Chicago police officer, but was disabled after being shot in 
the arm. In his later years, he worked as a handyman and night watchman at the Checkerboard Lounge.  

Occasionally, the Black Lone Ranger was verbally hassled by teen-age gang members when he took to the streets of Chicago's South 
Side. With a mixture of anger, worry and hurt in his voice, the Ranger would brace against the heckling by looking straight ahead and 
muttering a barely audible, yet defiant "Hi-Yo Silver."  

Ramsey's few survivors include his brother Kirk and Trigger.  

Among those in attendance at Ramsey's funeral, held Sunday, March 22 at Taylor Funeral Home on 79th Street, were Billy Branch, 
J.W. Williams, Little Smokey Smothers and Melviena Allen. The Ranger was buried in full regalia March 17, 1998. To hear his Blues 
song click HERE. 

 
The Lone Ranger - The legend takes form 

(2
nd

 article of 5) 
 
The Lone Ranger - the daring and resourceful masked rider of the plains - "... nowhere in the 
pages of history can one find a greater champion of justice," came the introduction to the longest 
running western in the history of radio. 
 
A disparate cast of characters and a confluence of circumstances combined to originate the 
legend and bring it to fruition. 
 
It was the late 1920s. John Kunsky owned 20 Detroit movie theaters, including four of the largest 
first run theaters in the city. But Kunsky was being driven out of the theater business by a 
monopolistic holding company of Paramount. A hard-nosed attorney specializing in the 
entertainment business, George W. Trendle, managed to negotiate a lucrative deal for Kunsky. A 
provision of the deal was that Kunsky never re-enter the movie theater business. 
 
Kunsky and Trendle paired up in 1929 to form the Kunsky-Trendle Broadcasting Company. They 
purchased radio station WGHP and changed the call letters to WXYZ. Trendle hired another hard-
nosed associate, H. Allen Campbell, to find sponsors for the station's programs and to act as 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-4zHwkx8Jk


 

 

hatchet man for a series of cost-cutting measures. 
 
In 1932 Trendle decided to drop WXYZ's network affiliation with the Columbia Broadcasting System and produce its own programs 
rather than purchase syndicated programs produced on the East and West Coasts. Trendle hired James Jewell as dramatic director 
who would supply actors from his own firm, the Jewell Players. 
 
Fran Striker, a native of Buffalo, New York, was hired to write scripts for Trendle's programs. Striker had dropped out of college and had 
stints at radio stations in Cleveland and Buffalo as announcer and scriptwriter of mysteries and westerns. He later freelanced, writing 
scripts that he sold to various radio stations across the country before being hired by Trendle. 
 
In late 1932 Trendle began discussing ideas for a new radio series with a cowboy hero. He wanted a mysterious hero after the fashion 
of Zorro, or Robin Hood. As the target audience would be children, he wanted high moral standards and a minimum of violence. 
 
The concept was turned over to Striker to flesh out the character, with several guidelines. The Lone Ranger would never be seen 
without mask or disguise. He would never be held for any length of time and unmasked. He was always to use good grammar and 
speech. He was never to shoot to kill. He would not drink or smoke. Criminals would never be seen in enviable positions of wealth and 
power, and never appear glamorous. Although the Lone Ranger would help individuals and small groups, it would be a byproduct of the 
broader goal of bringing law and justice to the American West. 
 
The Lone Ranger wouldn't win against unrealistically hopeless odds. Raw violence would be minimized. Fans will recall that seldom is 
the conclusion of an episode marked by a climactic gun battle. Rather, outlaws are more often trapped and brought to justice through 
an intelligently concocted plan. 
 
Striker went to work on the character and added the concept of the silver bullet and the Lone Ranger's Indian sidekick, Tonto. In early 
episodes of the Lone Ranger, Striker worked over scripts from his previous writing at station WBER in Buffalo. 
 
A couple of test runs for the radio series were run in January 1932, and the first official episode aired over WXYZ on Jan. 31, 1932. The 
program was an instant success. In May 1933 the Lone Ranger made an appearance at a public park, and some 70,000 people 
showed up. 
 
Trendle went to great measures to cut costs. Classical music - the William Tell Overture to introduce a western? It seems incongruous. 
Yet, it seemed natural and normal to those of us who grew up with it. Besides, it worked. And by using music that was not copyrighted, 
Trendle avoided paying royalties. 
 
Trendle immediately recognized the monetary value of the Lone Ranger but neglected to follow the high ethical standards of the noble 
character that he and Striker had created. In 1934 Trendle incorporated the Lone Ranger, freezing Striker and Jewell out, keeping them 
on meager salaries. 
 
George Seaton, later followed by Earl Glaser, played early episodes of the Lone Ranger. The Lone Ranger, even during the Great 
Depression, had become a financial bonanza for Trendle. It is here that Campbell, Trendle's hatchet man, came in. 
 
Earl Glaser once tried to get a modest raise. Campbell belittled Glaser's acting ability and threatened script changes. Suppose the Lone 
Ranger would be wounded and hospitalized at length, or even killed, supplanted by the Lone Ranger's nephew, Dan Reid. Glaser left 
Campbell's office, hoping he still had a job. 
 
The talented, prolific Striker was now scripting both the Lone Ranger and the Green Hornet. Both shows were producing skyrocketing 
income for Trendle while Striker's salary was increasing by baby steps. When Striker asked for a $3 raise per episode, Trendle fired 
him. After several months with substitute writers, Trendle hired Striker back, presumably at his old salary - the Great Depression was 
on. Trendle got a lot of free labor for his cast and crew, promising them jobs "after things got better." 
 
With the death of Earl Glaser by car accident in 1941, Brace Beemer took over as the voice of the Lone Ranger - the radio voice that I, 
and many readers of this column, grew up with. From then until the final in 1955, Beemer was in every episode - except for one when 
he had laryngitis and was substituted by announcer Fred Foy. 
 
When the Mutual Broadcasting System was formed in 1934, WXYZ became a charter member. In 1942, the program was syndicated 
with the NBC Blue Network that became the American Broadcasting System in 1943. It is thus that readers of this column heard the 
Lone Ranger on station WLS out of Chicago in the MWF 6:30 slot. 

 
In the June Silver Bullet this article will continue with “The acquisition of the great horse, Silver.” A 3

rd
 part of a 5 part article 

by John  – don’t miss any of them. 
 
- John Waelti's column appears every Friday in the Monroe Times located Wisconsin, USA. He can be reached at 
jjwaelti1@tds.net. 

 



 

 

 
Our model train club, the Coastal Rail Buffs Inc.,of Savannah, Ga. 

just had our 24th annual model train and railroad show. 

 

This was the third year that I had my own layout operating. The reason I now  

Operate one is that Lionel came out with a Lone Ranger set back in 2009 and the 

club has allowed me to show off the Lone Ranger ever since, at least two 

days a year.    

 

Anyhow, this past show, I noticed a gentleman taking some pictures of the layout  

and that he focused in on the Lone Ranger and Tonto O scale figures; so I  made a  

point of speaking to him about it. 

 

He told me that he was from Cody, Wyoming (now lives in Charleston, SC). Cody is 

famous for a big rodeo and it was especially big at that time and they held 

a big parade as part of the celebration.  

 

When he was a boy (I believe he said in 1940), his dad told him that he wanted  

to take him down to the train station because he wanted him to see someone. 

His dad gave him no hints as to who it was and when they got down there, the man  

told me that the "last car on the train was a real fancy cattle car" and that they 

lowered the ramp and to his amazement, in his words, "a pure white horse" 

was led down it. SILVER!. 

 

But that wasn't all.  From one of the passenger cars came the one and only, 

the masked man, the Lone Ranger himself.  It was Brace Beemer.   

 

He said he couldn't believe it. I asked him how Mr. Beemer was dressed and  

he said he had the costume/uniform just like Clayton Moore eventually wore in  

the TV series. 

 

Blue with the white hat and fancy black gun rig and of course black mask. 

He said Brace Beemer was the Grand Marshall of the big parade that year.  

 

I don't know if you want to share this or not; but at least you got it. 

 

Thanks, 

Steve White – TLRFC #346 

Savannah, GA.  31404 

 

Check us on Facebook – “The Lone Ranger Fan Club” and see what members are saying  

Regarding many different topics. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Notice to all Members – On Facebook “Lone Ranger Fan Club” is NOT the real Lone 
Ranger Fan club. 

If you go that facebook page you are NOT on our Fan Club facebook page. On Facebook our 

page is “The Lone Ranger Fan Club.” 

 

 

Here is a quick tip – You can view many different pictures of the history of The 

Lone Ranger at a website, topictures.com  

You can spend hours browsing over 10 pages of  

information by clicking on the pictures. “Enjoy” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197726660344343/?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://en.topictures.com/Lone%20Ranger


 

 

 

 

 

We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better health for you and your pets. 

Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes in the joints that breakdown cartilage. 

Click on the boxes below for more information 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 

 
“Good man have strength to do what right, 

Regardless of Consequences.” 
 

 

 Here is a video you will definitely want to see – for 

all Lone Ranger ultimate fans –  

The new wild west Lone Ranger train set - Click 

HERE 

 

 
What happen to the Lone Ranger movie set built in New Mexico? – Colbytown is gone click 
HERE 
 

Lone Ranger Theme Song – The theme of the masked man is still alive. 
A standing ovation at Carnegie Hall playing a simple harmonica!  It took the Lone Ranger theme song to 

bring them to their feet. 

Turn up the volume! Enjoy! Click HERE 

 

 
We encourage member participation – got some historical information or something 

you feel might be of interest to other members? 

Contact us – we might be able to use it in future issues of the Silver Bullet – We like to 

feature pictures and articles about today’s younger 

generation of kids that are taking an interest in The Lone Ranger. It is they that will 

carry on the spirit of our treasured hero. 

 

Should you want to contact us please go to the website LoneRangerFanClub.com and 

click on the Silver Bullet located on the left side of the page which reads "Contact Us". 

((Please include your membership number in all correspondence.)) 

 

 

 

http://nutramaxlabs.com/videos/library/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Consumer/Home.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Cat.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Dog.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Products/Cosequin-equine-joint-supplements.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6tWtmbAOqQ
http://www.kasa.com/dpps/news/business_1/movie-town-vanishes-with-lone-ranger_5493006
http://www.wimp.com/harmonicacarnegie/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/


 

 

 

 
Adios from, 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club.com 
LoneRangerFanClub.com 
ClaytonMooreFanClub.com 
TheLoneRanger.tv 
TontoFanClub.com 
JaySilverheelsFanClub.com 

         Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay!! 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June September, December) for the Fan Club Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a non-profit 

organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is owned by Garry Cherricks.  
 

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002. In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011. During this time 

from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to the membership. 
 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This Fan club is in no way 

connected with Classic Media. 
 

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors. 

  
Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the month of publication on the website. 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.claytonmoorefanclub.com/
http://www.theloneranger.tv/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/

