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released in cinemas July 3, 2013 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Lone Ranger:  Introduction to the Series of 5 articles 

By 

John Waelti 
 

      Like many kids of my generation, I grew up listening to the Lone Ranger on radio, portrayed by the resonant voice of Brace 

Beemer.  I also enjoyed my collection of Lone Ranger comic books.  But I most enjoyed the novels by Fran Striker that I read and re-

read many times.  It was through these novels that I felt I came to know the “real” Lone Ranger. 

 

     As a teenager, I left the Wisconsin dairy farm on which I grew up, joined the Marines, then returned to college and enjoyed a career 

in academia.  Upon retiring in 2005, I returned to my hometown and started writing a weekly newspaper column for the Monroe 

Times. 

 

     I had long intended to write a column on the Lone Ranger.  As I started researching for the piece, I found there to be much more 

interesting history to the formation, development, and portrayal of the Lone Ranger than I had ever realized—and I thought my 

readers might find it interesting, informative, even fascinating. 

 

    This forthcoming series, reproductions of my columns, is based largely on my own interpretation of the novels by Fran Striker.  I 

have neither researched nor read all available information on the creation of this iconic fictitious American hero and his faithful Indian 

companion.  Consequently, I do not claim that my interpretation is complete or without error.  I am not an “authority,” merely a fan.  I 

welcome constructive comment and criticism. 

 

    Depending on our imaginations and the medium by which we came to know and love the Lone Ranger and Tonto, individual 

impressions will doubtlessly vary.  And we have our individual ideas on how the Lone Ranger should be portrayed.  For example, 

when he is on the trail of outlaws, I would prefer to see the Lone Ranger wearing dusty jeans and a sweat-soaked shirt, rather than 

immaculate garb as if he were ready to go on parade. 

 

That said, I’m sure that we fans who came to know and love these characters share common goals: to preserve and promote the legacy 

of the Lone Ranger and Tonto, and the honorable ideals and values they imparted to generations of American youth. 
 

The sixth Ranger and the birth of a legend – 1
st

 article 
 

A classmate from days past, Alan Hixson, recently sent me a piece about the 
Lone Ranger, one of my boyhood heroes, prompting nostalgic memories. 
 
Memories - no, not of Clayton Moore of the television series that ran from 
1949 to 1957. The only time I saw one of those television episodes was 
during a trip to Chicago visiting relatives who had an early television set. I 
was disappointed. No television actor could possibly live up to my image of 
the "real" Lone Ranger, as portrayed by the stentorian voice of radio's Brace 
Beemer. To me, Clayton Moore was a second-rate imitation of the real thing. 
But then, how could he compete with a kid's imagination? 
 
The stirring introduction to those radio programs is indelibly etched in the 
memories of radio fans of those days. To the upbeat William Tell Overture, 
the sound of galloping hooves, and announcer Fred Foy, "... Return with us 
now, to those thrilling days of yesteryear. From out of the past come the 
thundering hoof beats of the great horse, Silver. The Lone Ranger rides 
again." - followed by Brace Beemer's deep voice, "Come on, Silver. Let's go, 
big fellow. Hi-yo Silver. Awaaaay." Who could not be captivated? 
 
As engrossing and captivating as those radio programs were, a series of 
novels by Fran Striker conveyed a more complete picture of the Lone 
Ranger. With a book, as opposed to television or movies, you can get inside 



 

 

the character's head, share his inner thoughts, and even appreciate the Lone Ranger's sense of humor that is not evident 
through other media. 
 
So, who was this courageous, mysterious masked rider of the plains, this champion of justice whose objective was to 
bring law and order to the American West? 
 
His secret identity originated out of tragedy. Captain Hargraves of the Texas Rangers orders a band of six Rangers on a 
dangerous mission to Bryant's Pass, an outlaw stronghold. The objective includes the capture Butch Cavendish and his 
gang that have been terrorizing ranchers and townspeople of the area. The outlaws set up an ambush and in a deadly hail 
of gunfire massacre the six rangers. 
 
From here, the narrative varies depending on the source. In one version, an Indian comes upon the scene and discovers 
one of the Rangers still alive. The Indian carries the severely wounded Ranger to safety and gradually nurses him back to 
health. As the Ranger slowly recovers, he finds that the Indian has dug and marked six graves, creating the illusion of 
death of all six Rangers. 
 
In a slightly different version, the Indian, Tonto, recognizes the badly wounded Ranger as someone who had earlier saved 
his life. He and the Ranger together dig and mark six graves. 
 
In either version, Tonto fashions a mask to conceal the Ranger's identity from the Cavendish gang. With five dead 
Rangers and six graves, Tonto proclaims, "You now lone ranger." Thus was born The Lone Ranger. He pledges to bring 
the outlaws to justice and avenge the dead Rangers. With the aid of his faithful Indian companion, he fulfills the pledge. 
 
The Lone Ranger had earlier inherited a small silver mine. Having achieved his goal of bringing the Cavendish gang to 
justice, he has no desire for the staid life of a mine owner. He believes it his duty to continue the fight for justice and law 
and order in the American West. It is unclear whether it was his idea or Tonto's to use silver from the mine for his bullets. 
But the rationale was that the precious metal would be a reminder of the value of human life. The Lone Ranger would 
never shoot to kill - only to disarm. 
 
Thus was born the legendary hero for movies including serials and full-length features, comic books, a series of novels, 
the longest western series in the history of radio - and the television series through which most Americans came to know 
the Lone Ranger - if somewhat superficially. But then I admit to bias toward books and radio that capture the character in 
greater depth. 
 
The fictitious origin of the legend begs the question, "Who in real life originated the concept?" 
 
Those radio programs originated out of Detroit during the early days of the Great Depression. Radio station WXYZ was 
one of the few stations not on the East or West Coasts that originated programs. The Lone Ranger episodes ended with 
the announcement that they were produced by George W. Trendle. "Who was Trendle?" I had often wondered. 
 
Trendle was a Detroit lawyer with a reputation as a tough negotiator, specializing in the entertainment business. During 
early days of the Great Depression, Trendle linked up with theater owner John Kunsky. After negotiating a lucrative sale 
of Detroit movie theaters, Trendle and Kunsky formed the Kunsky-Trendle Broadcasting Company. They purchased radio 
station WGHP and changed its call letters to WXYZ. 
 
In June 1932 Trendle, who would become known as the "Motown Miser," decided that his station, instead of purchasing 
syndicated programs, would produce its own radio drama series. Jim Jewell would be the station's dramatic director, 
supplying actors from his Detroit company, "The Jewell Players." 
 
Trendle hired freelance writer Fran Striker to write many of the station's early dramas. Striker eventually became head of 
WXYZ's script department. 
 
In late 1932, Trendle had the germ of an idea. He started thinking about and discussing ideas for a new radio series with a 
cowboy hero. He wanted the hero to be mysterious, after the fashion of Zorro, or Robin Hood.  
 
As his target audience was children, Trendle insisted that the hero be a wholesome character with the highest moral 
standards. Action and violence - there is a difference. Trendle wanted a minimum of violence. Thus began the genesis of 
the Legend of The Lone Ranger. 
 



 

 

In the March Silver Bullet his article will continue with “The Legend Takes Form.” The 2
nd

 part of a 5 part article by John 
– don’t miss any of them. 
 
- John Waelti's column appears every Friday in the Monroe Times located in Wisconsin, USA. He can be reached at 
jjwaelti1@tds.net. 

 

 

 

Comments about the new LR movie trailer 
(All messages printed as submitted) 

 

This is as bad as the movie probably is going to be.  This is not a trailer, but photos 

that I have already seen on the internet put to music.  Personally, I'm not looking 

forward to this movie which probably will do more to damage a great western hero than 

anything else.  Even the Spillsbury movie was better than this farce.  Too bad.  Disney 

could have done so much more.  I'm afraid this may be the last breath and chance for The 

Lone Ranger to be brought to the big screen. 

Oh well, we have the episodes of the TV series and the old movies.  

Jay #252 

Lansing Michigan 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
TONTO WAS TOO OVER DON. IT WAS RARE THAT PLAINS INDIANS WORE HEADGEAR AS DEPP IS. 

I HAVE READ THE BOOKS ON ALL INDIAN TRIBES WITH PHOTOS TAKEN IN THE DAY AND AS USUAL 

DEPP GOES TO THE EXTREME. THIS WILL HURT THE MOVIE ESPECIALLY THE KIDS WHO DON'T KNOW. 

THE LONE RANGER ON THE OTHER HAND COULD BE THE MAN OF THE DAY, BUT WHERE DOES THIS  

STORY LEAD? WILL IT GO AS TO WHAT WAS DEPICTED AS FRAN STRIKER SAW IT OR TO THE OPPOSITE  

SIDE. 

 

STAN #469 

Simi Valley, California 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
I think anything is better than nothing.  If Johnny Depp had not taken interest this 

movie would never 
have been made.  It cant be as bad as last movie.  Any new movie keeps The Lone Ranger on 

our minds and in our heart. This could add a new legion of fans.    
 

Jimmy #238 

Gulf Shores, Alabama 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

This is not what I call a movie trailer. Just a bunch of stills?!/!? 

We need more proof that this will be a Lone Ranger to remember or forget. 

We don’t need revisionist versions of the Lone Ranger. 

We need a new Lone Ranger movie the way Fran Striker wrote the book. 

Thanks, 

  

Paul Fiene #171 
 

 



 

 

With the quick snippet of photographs on the trailer and no actual scenes playing, my 4 

year old son says it looks very different and he is not sure if he would like to see the 

movie in the theaters. He says it looks like they are ready to fight the bad guys. He 

says... "Maybe or maybe not!"  A very unusual answer from a child who makes his mind up 

quickly and goes with it.   

  

Jackson also said, "What about the music??  Where is the bump, ba da bump, ba da bump 

bump bump?" He so enjoys the William Tell Overture!   

Thank you for sharing the trailer. We are not Jay Leno watchers.    

  

By the way, Jackson put on his 2 year old Lone Ranger Costume the other day and he is now 

about 4 inches taller!!  It was quite cute! 

 

Also, a little extra note.  Jackson has some friends that come over to play. They always 

dress up. Jackson is the Lone Ranger, the older boy is usually a random character, and 

the one Jackson's age has adopted the "Lone Stranger" as his persona. He wears a mask, a 

hat, gloves, a red vest and a badge!  He will even try to fit his feet into some old 

boots we have.  They all agree there can only be ONE Lone Ranger, so they had to adapt 

another character.  It is fun to watch!  

  

Thank you! 

Sara  

Mother of Jackson age 4 and member #524 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I used the link & the first shot was the only good one, in my opinion. 
If it is supposed to be a secret that the Lone Ranger was a Texas Ranger, why was he 

still wearing his badge? 
I am not expecting great things of the movie, but I intend going to see it & even getting 

it on DVD eventually. 
My collection contains a cross-section, including items I dislike, simply because they 

are a piece of Lone Ranger history. 
With best wishes from 

 
Elizabeth #107 

United Kingdom 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Yes Sir, I would like love to continue to be a part of the Lone Ranger Fan 

Club.  

 

I know that you have kept the Lone Ranger alive for thousands; more than 

likely more so than anyone else. We are fortunate to have a dedicated fan 

like yourself to take over the reigns of Joe Southern's LRFC. 

 

Do you already have a newsletter or are you going to continue the one Joe 

had kept going from his predecessor? Certainly not critical; but it would 

be nice to have that connection once in a while, like how the new movie is 

going. I heard it had been sidelined for budget reasons; but is now back 

in production mode, due out in the Spring of 2013. Yes Sir, I know, You 

probably know all about that. 

 

Anyway, thanks so much for keeping the Lone Ranger going, I am extremely 

happy to be a part of something dedicated to the code of the Lone Ranger 

and to the basic whole idea of the good guy. 

 

Thanks, 

Steve #346 

Savannah, GA 

 



 

 

 

Dear LRFC 

 

Thank you so much for the Membership Certificate it now hangs in pride of place on my 

bedroom wall. 

 

Being born and brought up in England, it can be hard to live the life of a real cowboy,  

but as a boy living in the north west of England (Liverpool) this to me was the  

wild-west, watching and reading anything and everything to do with cowboys and Indians. 

 

T.V episodes of the lone ranger kept me on the right track in life always fighting for 

good. Not being able to afford a horse I turned to the next best thing my trusty dog who 

i called scout we had many adventures together in our land of make believe re-enacting 

the episodes with friends. Now at the age of 53 i know the moral code has rubbed off on 

my children who have grown up to be great women, having never done drugs, drink, or any 

other immoral things they now have children and i hope will be new members in the coming 

months. 

 

So keep up the good work and on behalf of us all at the Bowen household.  

        

David - TLRFC #697 

Newark, United Kingdom   

 

Looks like another flop just like the Legend of the Lone Ranger was. Seems to highlight 

Tonto (Depp) as the star. I still say that bird on his head should be put where the sun 

don't shine...I will not waste my time or money on this insult to my Hero. I didn't 

expect Clayton Moore and Jay Silverheels but I did expect something better than this. Why 

can't someone recreate The Lone Ranger in a good way as has been done with Zorro, so 

often? Ever since Classic Media bought the rights they have done everyting in their power 

to let the image be destroyed. This may appeal to some but I don't think there is a 

blockbuster here!! That's my 2 cents worth, for what it is worth. 

 

Jim  #338 

Hi - Yo Silver Away 

The Legend Lives On! 

 
I will not go see this new Lone Ranger movie. I have enough evidence to decide that it 

does not espouse the vision or values of the Lone Ranger as depicted by Clayton Moore. I 

would be interested in knowing if The Lone Ranger fan club finds otherwise. 

 

Dick #595 

Hollywood, Maryland 

 

Well, if we can get past our childhood memories, I think the movie will be good. Times 

were so simple then and it didn't take much to entertain us! I think this movie will be a 

little more realistic to today’s standards. 

 

Bobbi #299 

Bryan, Ohio 

 

 
THE LONE RANGER AS I KNEW HIM 

By Stan Antlocer #469 

The trailer on the opening of the Lone Ranger was shot in Chatsworth. It is at the top where 118 comes to the top and Silver goes into 

the lifting of his front legs. You can see those rocks from the 118 freeway where it is almost to the top overlooking the valley. There 

are a bunch of houses and condos below the rocks now.  



 

 

Yes Fran Striker Jr. went to Grosse Point High School and was in our class. The recognizable voice of Fred Foy went from radio to 

the TV version. Also Fran Sr. wrote Sergeant Preston of the Royal Mounted Police. The Green Hornets name, Brit Reid was not 

accidently named Reid as he was a direct descendant of John Reid who was the Lone Ranger.  

In the show the lone Rangers nephew was named Dan 

Reid, John Reid’s brother who was killed in the ambush 

by the Cavendish gang. The Lone Rangers use of 

disguises to infiltrate the bad guys was another stroke of 

genius on his part. 

Don’t forget the silver mine where the silver bullets were 

made. This was taken care of by Dan Reid. Clayton 

Moore whom I knew for many years until the time they 

took away his mask lived in the Agoura/Calabasas area.  

Jay Silverheels was Tonto and died many years ago and I 

had never met him. I was to meet Brace Beemer from 

Rochester Michigan at the Detroit Auto show at the 

Dodge exhibit in 1965 and get the album of his radio 

shows auto graphed. He was the Radio Lone Ranger and 

John Todd was Tonto.  

However Brace died a few days before the show. Brace 

was also before the Lone Ranger stint was the radio announcer. I think between Fred Foy and Brace Beemer their voices are what 

made me decide on being on radio as a disc jockey. Brace Beemer had a son who attempted to break into Hollywood as a cowboy, but 

was too short. He ended up on television in Detroit as Cowboy Colt and showed old cowboy classic movies such as the ones with Bob 

Steele, Ken Maynard and Hoot Gibson on his show once a week. 

 I still have all of Claytons photos taken from the time I was attending the radio broadcasting school in Detroit in the 1950’s which 

was the original broadcast studio and which was later switched to the Macabees Building where WXYZ radio broadcast the Lone 

Ranger radio shows later to when they made him stop wearing the mask in 1981, when they came out with the new movie with a new 

Lone Ranger movie without Clayton.  

 think that was not good therapy for him. George W. Trendle did not create the Lone Ranger, but as I understood it he was the money 

man for the shows along with Campbell and Muer. They were named Trendle, Campbell and Muer (spelling). I met one of them and 

have his autograph on a 45 rpm record. Not sure where it is, but I believe I still have it. Clayton also played another masked hero and I 

saw the movie which was done before the Lone Ranger and the only way I knew it was him was his voice. His part was Zorro. I saw 

him without the mask. I am going to try and find that movie. A lot of trivia but oh well !!!!!!!  

 

“Membership Dues” 

If you have not renewed your Lone Ranger Fan Club Membership for 2013, now is the time to do it! 

All memberships must be renewed before December 31, 2012 – go to website for more details 

 

 

The members Login – username 

and password will change on  

January 2, 2013 

Renewed members will receive it  

by email 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Here is a quick tip – You can view many different pictures of the history of The 

Lone Ranger at a website, topictures.com  

You can spend hours browsing over 10 pages of  

information by clicking on the pictures. “Enjoy” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better health for you and your pets. 

Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes in the joints that breakdown cartilage. 

Click on the boxes below for more information 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 

 
“Heredity is nothing but stored environment.” 

***************************** 

The True Story of Rudolph 

Click on Gene’s Picture 

 

A man named Bob May, depressed and brokenhearted, stared out his drafty apartment window into the chilling December 
night. 

His 4-year-old daughter Barbara sat on his lap quietly sobbing. Bob's wife, Evelyn, was dying of cancer Little Barbara 
couldn't understand why her mommy could never come home. Barbara looked up into her dad's eyes and asked, "Why 

isn't Mommy just like everybody else's Mommy?" Bob's jaw tightened and his eyes welled with tears. Her question 
brought waves of grief, but also of anger. It had been the story of Bob's life. Life always had to be different for Bob. 

Small when he was a kid, Bob was often bullied by other boys. He was too little at the time to compete in sports. He was 
often called names he'd rather not remember. From childhood, Bob was different and never seemed to fit in. Bob did 

complete college, married his loving wife and was grateful to get his job as a copywriter at Montgomery Ward during the 

http://en.topictures.com/Lone%20Ranger
http://nutramaxlabs.com/videos/library/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Consumer/Home.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Cat.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Dog.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Products/Cosequin-equine-joint-supplements.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzPHdZnoH5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzPHdZnoH5w


 

 

Great Depression. Then he was blessed with his little girl. But it was all short-lived. Evelyn's bout with cancer stripped 
them of all their savings and now Bob and his daughter were forced to live in a two-room apartment in the Chicago slums. 

Evelyn died just days before Christmas in 1938. 

Bob struggled to give hope to his child, for whom he couldn't even afford to buy a Christmas gift. But if he couldn't buy a 
gift, he was determined to make one - a storybook! Bob had created an animal character in his own mind and told the 

animal's story to little Barbara to give her comfort and hope. Again and again Bob told the story, embellishing it more with 
each telling. Who was the character? What was the story all about? The story Bob May created was his own 

autobiography in fable form. The character he created was a misfit outcast like he was. The name of the character? A little 
reindeer named Rudolph, with a big shiny nose. Bob finished the book just in time to give it to his little girl on Christmas 

Day. But the story doesn't end there.  

The general manager of Montgomery Ward caught wind of the little storybook and offered Bob May a nominal fee to 
purchase the rights to print the book. Wards went on to print,_ Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer_ and distribute it to 
children visiting Santa Claus in their stores. By 1946 Wards had printed and distributed more than six million copies of 

Rudolph. That same year, a major publisher wanted to purchase the rights from Wards to print an updated version of the 
book. 

In an unprecedented gesture of kindness, the CEO of Wards returned all rights back to Bob May. The book became a 
best seller. Many toy and marketing deals followed and Bob May, now remarried with a growing family, became wealthy 

from the story he created to comfort his grieving daughter. But the story doesn't end there either.  

Bob's brother-in-law, Johnny Marks, made a song adaptation to Rudolph. Though the song was turned down by such 
popular vocalists as Bing Crosby and Dinah Shore , it was recorded by the singing cowboy, Gene Autry. "Rudolph, the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer" was released in 1949 and became a phenomenal success, selling more records than any other 

Christmas song, with the exception of "White Christmas."  

The gift of love that Bob May created for his daughter so long ago kept on returning back to bless him again and again. 
And Bob May learned the lesson, just like his dear friend Rudolph, that being different isn't so bad. In fact, being different 

can be a blessing.  

 

 
Wishing all of you Kemo Sabay’s a safe travel as you visit friends and relatives 

 

this Christmas Season. Remember it is always better to be cheerful and kind even  

 

in the face of adversities. Anger, impatience and most importantly road rage is  

 

not in anyone’s best interest. 

 

Instead Kemo Sabay give everyone you see a smile and wish  

them a MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

 

 Merry Christmas 

to all our Lone Ranger Fan Club members 

and your families. 
 
Click the Lone Ranger picture for Lone Ranger Christmas lights  

 

 

Looking for a unique Lone Ranger Christmas Gift – This is fantastic – 

Click to see it 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6tWtmbAOqQ


 

 

Yes the Fan Club is on Facebook. On Facebook just type in  –  “The Lone 

Ranger Fan Club” 
 

 

We encourage member participation – got some historical information or something 

you feel might be of interest to other members? 

 

Contact us – we might be able to use it in future issues of the Silver Bullet – We like to 

feature pictures and articles about today’s younger generation of kids that are taking an 

interest in The Lone Ranger. It is they that will carry on the spirit of our treasured hero. 

 

Should you want to contact us please go to the website LoneRangerFanClub.com and 

click on the Silver Bullet located on the left side of the page which reads "Contact Us". 

((Please include your membership number in all correspondence.)) 

 

 
Adios from, 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club.com 
LoneRangerFanClub.com 
ClaytonMooreFanClub.com 
TheLoneRanger.tv 
TontoFanClub.com 
JaySilverheelsFanClub.com 

         Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay!! 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June, September, December) for the Fan Club Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a 

non-profit organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is owned by Garry Cherricks.  

 

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002. In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011. 

During this time from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to the membership. 

 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This 

Fan club is in no way connected with Classic Media. 

 

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and 

collectors. 

  

Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the month of publication on the website. 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.claytonmoorefanclub.com/
http://www.theloneranger.tv/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/

