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John Todd (1877 – July 14, 1957) 

born Fred McCarthy was an American radio actor. 

A former stage actor known for Shakespearean roles, Todd soon gained work at Detroit radio station 

WXYZ, as part of director James Jewell's repertory company, with roles on the various series produced 

by the station. 

His most famous work was on The Lone Ranger. He played a local sheriff in some of the show's earliest 

episodes, but on the twelfth broadcast, which aired February 25, 1933, Todd first played his most 

famous role, the masked man's Native American companion Tonto. 

In reality a bald, stocky man of Irish descent in late middle age, Todd occasionally donned a wig for 

publicity photos, but was usually replaced by a Native American performer for public appearances. 

With the exception of a brief period where he was replaced by a real Native American, Todd played 

Tonto for almost the entire radio run, and was the only original cast member heard on the final 

broadcast, on September 3, 1954. 

 

 

John (Tonto) Todd’s Great Niece 
Patsy Horan and husband Jerry 

 

As given to us by The Lone Ranger Tribute Performer - 

On Monday, May 23
th

  I visited Patsy and Jerry Horan at their home in St. Johns, MI. She is the Great niece of  John Todd who played 

Tonto during the radio years of The Lone Ranger.  She told me all about the life and family history of John, whose real name 

was Fred McCarthy. 

 

It was a very pleasurable time meeting with Patsy because she informed me about the radio era of The Lone Ranger history and 

how John played an important part in the episodes. The weather was perfect and they were very nice to welcome me into their 

home. 

 

As we relaxed and chatted I was told some tid-bit secrets about things that happen on the live shows and in John’s personal life. 

I shall always remember the moment. 

 

Upon leaving Pasty gave me a personal note which read,‖ To The Lone Ranger, Many thanks to you for stopping by my home. It was 

great meeting with you. Good Luck.‖ 

 

It was very rewarding to be endorsed by a relative of the great Tonto, John Todd from the days of radio.  

 

I would like to say thank you Patsy for your kindness and if I am ever in your area again I will give you a call. Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay! 

 

Side note: Patsy is also a Lone Ranger Fan Club member 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Remember Hugh O’Brien who played Wyatt Earp on television back in the 1950’s? 

 

 
 

 
As given to us by The Lone Ranger Tribute Performer - 

I had a very enjoyable time with Hugh O’Brien recently in Princeton, Indiana at the Roy Rogers Centennial 

Celebration. He is still making the circuit signing autographs and talking with his fans. 

 

Hugh has a great sense of humor, a slight hearing loss, but is very entertaining to be around. The stories he can tell about the  

days playing Wyatt Earp are endless. 
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For nearly four decades, Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) has worked diligently at helping young people make a  

difference and become positive catalysts for change—in the home, in the school, in the workplace and in the community.  

As one of the nation's foremost non-profit, non tax-supported youth leadership development organizations, HOBY is respected 

worldwide. 

 

Between one of my shows as The Lone Ranger with my horse Silver at my side he even autographed a picture for me and  

wrote ―to a great top gun.‖  A picture I will always value and keep with my memorabilia.  

 

Thanks Hugh for the time you shared with this Lone Ranger Tribute Performer. 

 

We hope that the enjoyment he gave all of us in his role as Wyatt Earp will never be forgotten. Hugh O’Brien to me is  

Wyatt Earp, brave courageous and bold and long live his Fame and long live his Glory, and long may his story be told. 

 

***************************************************************** 

The Lone Ranger to ride into 2012 Holiday Season 
The new movie is expected to be released December 21

st
, 2012 OR IS IT?? 

 

 

Armie Hammer was to play the Lone Ranger 

When Johnny Depp was first cast as Tonto in Disney and 

Jerry Bruckheimer's big screen adaptation of "The Lone 

Ranger," Armie Hammer was a relative unknown in 

Hollywood who was ready to break out as Batman in Warner 

Bros.' "Justice League." 

Three years later, Hammer has been handed a high-profile 

black mask he'll actually get to wear, landing the titular role as 

the crime fighting Texas Ranger in "Lone Ranger." 

Thesp is finalizing a deal to saddle up and shout the signature 

"Hi-yo, Silver! Away!" line in the pic that Gore Verbinski will 

shoot sometime in the fall based on a script by Justin Haythe. 

Hammer had been the frontrunner for the "Lone Ranger" role 

for sometime and Bruckheimer and Disney have long been 

eager to get "Lone Ranger" on the big screen. 
 

 

 



 

 

 
Is this how ―The Lone 

Ranger‖ will appear in 

the next movie? Is he 

sporting  

a mustache?  

 

Breaking news as of 8-

13-2011 - Disney halts 

production on The Lone 

Ranger. 

 

It is all about that green 

stuff called 

M O N E Y 

Read more click here 

 

Another Reminder 
As of January 1, 2011 Circle C Enterprise took over the Lone Ranger Fan Club from Joe Southern which was based in Texas. That fan 

club (LoneRangerFanClub.com) has been merged in with our Fan Club, TheLoneRangerFanClub.com. 

 

The web page will continue to be re-designed well into 2012. Eventually there will be pages for members only. 

 

We have also bought the domain name of ClaytonMooreFanClub.com which is now active and will take you to a page about Clayton 

Moore.  

 

These 3 domains that we now control are the premiere websites for all Lone Ranger Fans World Wide and will be continuously 

improved over the next several years. 

 

Membership fees will begin January 1, 2012 

Open membership right now until December 1
st
, 2011 means anyone can join the #1 International  Lone Ranger Fan Club without 

any membership fee. Just go to LoneRangerFanClub.com and click on the Silver Bullet "Join the Fan Club." When contacting us we 

ask all members to use their Kemo Sabay Membership Number. 

 

Eventually every member will also receive an identification card to carry. Events are in the planning stage. More on this in the 2012 

Silver Bullet. 

  

Renewals 

They have been suspended until January 1, 2012. In order to have everyone renew at the same time we felt it only fair to discontinue 

renewals for 2011.  

 

30 days after Jan. 1
st
, non renewing members will be placed on an inactive list for 6 months. After that their membership number is 

subject to be reissued. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deadline.com/2011/08/shocker-disney-scraps-johnny-depps-lone-ranger/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://wwwclaytonmoorefanclub.com/
http://ww.lonerangerfanclub.com/


 

 

***Don't just be a member - have some real Lone Ranger fun! 
Join in on the excitement and get involved. We are looking for energetic Fan Club 

Members to help revive interest in this great American icon Fan Club. Become a State 

Director!!! 

 

Like to be a Fan Club State Director in the United States? You get personal recognition and you will be listed on our 

TheLoneRangerFanClub.com website. 

 

For larger States we will have two State directors, dividing the State in half. 

 

Directors will help inform people about the Fan Club, get new members and be involved in having Fan Club meetings and events in 

their State. A way to have lots of fun, meet new people and host having our Lone Ranger Performer when he is in your area. 

Interested? - Contact us now, we would like to talk with you. 
 

About Circle C Enterprise 
Circle C Enterprise also owns the website TheLoneRanger.tv which is managed by Tex Holland, the booking agent for our Lone 

Ranger and Silver. They have been written about by the news media as "the only authentic looking Lone Ranger and Silver in the 

Country." He has been touring the USA for the past 6 years and you can find out about his upcoming events by going to the website 

events page. 

 

Our plans are to invite active Lone Ranger Fan Club Members to the events in the USA States where our Lone Ranger and Silver 

will be appearing to help with his shows. You will get to meet him and his horse up close and personal and get an autographed picture. 

There is also a possibility of you joining The Lone Ranger and his assistants for lunch or dinner during or after an event. 

 

Circle C Enterprise is a non-profit western organization that operates out of Salisbury, Maryland. We started 6 years ago by doing a 

Parade with our Lone Ranger and Silver. It was a big hit with spectators and the news media. Our mission was and still is presenting 

to today's kids non-violence, no drugs, no smoking, no drinking, and no profanity with a feeling of Christianity. But we need 

your help to let the public know about this. 

 

We then became concerned with the authenticity of the person and the horse. In order to do it with respect and dignity to the 

character from 1933 through the era of Clayton Moore we felt it had to be done in as close to authenticity as we could get it. After 6 

years of research, and at an investment larger than expected, we feel we have almost reached that goal of presenting an authentic 

looking Lone Ranger and Silver. 

 

Now we can show the people, that never had the chance to see this great American icon, an opportunity to see a very close 

presentation of the character as presented to us by Clayton Moore and his horse. 

 

He has been seen by over 3 million spectators in Parades and over 900 thousand people up close and personal. 

 

He has been in commercials, interviewed on the Jay Thomas XM radio show, written about by the news media, been presented a US 

flag which flew over the Nation's Capitol by a Senator, met Governors, talked with members of Congress, did the US postal stamp 

unveiling for the US Postal Service, been given honorary deputy badges and certificates by many Police Departments and has the 

endorsement of many western and movie celebrities. 

 

For more awards that he has received see our website TheLoneRanger.tv "Trophies Page". 

 

However our Lone Ranger and Silver presentation and touring operation will not be a long term project. 

 

It is our hope that when we decide to end our Lone Ranger touring presentations someone else will pick up where we leave off in 

presenting to the kids and adults an authentic look-alike Lone Ranger and Silver. The important part is the horse in order to present the 

character totally and completely. They both go together equally (Authenticity to us is as Clayton Moore and his horse Silver presented 

it to us on TV and his two movies). 

 

Be on the look out! Our Lone Ranger and Silver 
might be riding into your town soon. 

See where he travels - - go to TheLoneRanger.tv 

Then click on the events page. 
 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://theloneranger.tv/2011
http://www.theloneranger.tv/
http://www.theloneranger.tv/


 

 

 

Traveling On A Road Tour Is An Amazing Experience - 
Traveling on a road tour in our great Country of the USA is always exciting and an 

amazing experience. The Tribute Lone Ranger Performer never knows what he will 

encounter. 

 

The food for the most part is good to sometimes great. Sometimes fans invite us into 

their home for a good home cooked meal indigenous to their area. I must say, I’ve had 

some exciting and delicious meals made from family recipes.  

 

The country side off the interstate is very beautiful and on the rural roads one never 

knows what beauty is around the next curve. It could be a fantastic creek, an old cow 

barn, barren land or just plan old stuff in someone yard. 

 

But one thing for sure is that the people are amazing and I guess always will be 

amazing. I enjoy everyone I meet. The following young lady really did amaze me 

recently. 

 

Doing a show in Madison, Wisconsin this past Spring it was cold and windy. For two 

days the temperature was about 38 degrees and sleeting. But on the last day it warmed 

up to 50 degrees and unknown to me, I was in for a big surprise. 

 
My assistant and I were being 

asked basically the same 

questions we are asked at every 

show. People were all around us 

and nothing new was 

happening. 
 

But then when the crowd of 

people dispersed a young lady 

(about 25) with tattoos came up 

and started talking to me. I have 

to admit at first I was quite 

standoffish. 

 

She said that her name is Katy 

from Edgerton, Wisconsin, that 

her parents brought her up with 

moral respect towards others 

and that she had something she 

thought I should see. 

 

I hesitated and said slowly, 

oook. - She said, ―I have The 

Lone Ranger Tattoo on my right 

shoulder. Want to see it?‖ I 

immediately said if you do, then yes.  

 

Well folks, here is the picture on Katy’s back – A tattoo of ―The Lone Ranger and 

Silver.‖ Very nicely done and with a lot of detail, I was amazed! 

 

I really enjoyed talking with this young lady and about hearing the story about why and 

how she decided to have it done. The day now became interesting. 

 

Then she showed me the tattoo on her left shoulder. It was Roy Rogers and Trigger. 

She said, ―I really like the cowboys, they were honest and trustworthy.‖ 

 



 

 

I guess the younger generation, under age 40, is still looking for a decent hero to look 

up to in today’s world. 

 

Thanks Katy for showing me your endearing support for The Lone Ranger and of the 

western cowboys of yesteryear. 

 

********************************************************** 

 

For Sale - Go to the ―Silver Bullets‖ on the left side of our website 

page and click on the one which reads ―For Sale‖.  
 

Books, DVD’s, Silver horse necklace, Lone Ranger Mask, Silver Bullets, actual  

horseshoe worn by our Silver, and Lucky Lone Ranger Hi-Yo Silver Coin are some of 

the many items you can get. 

 

We will soon have a page for members to sell their memorabilia. So if you have some  

good Lone Ranger memorabilia you want to sell, start getting it together. You will be 

notified in the December Silver Bullet about submitting your items.  

(Will Be Available for Active Fan Club Members Only) 

 

From a Fan Club Member – (as submitted to us) 
Just to let you know, the Lone Ranger fan club membership certificate arrived in today's mail. 

  

I would imagine that those of you "close" to the Lone Ranger club are very much up-to-date on the history--meaning, have read 

Clayton Moore's book, "I Was That Masked Man" and have most likely read whatever is available on the internet today. In years past-

-and I mean recent years, I've read whatever I could find---the internet has helped so very much in that area. It was through the internet 

that I learned of the exact location of "Lone Ranger Rock, much of the history of the upper and lower Iverson Ranch in Chatsworth, 

CA and have searched out the burial location of Clayton Moore and his wife--at Forest Lawn cemetery. I hope to visit his grave site 

one day soon. 

 

I mentioned earlier about once (actually twice) visiting the location of Lone Ranger Rock. To me, it's like a place of worship. I have 

learned that many folks who live in the surrounding area today don't even know who the Lone Ranger was--never heard of him! If you 

don't know, the rock itself is surprisingly easy to find--I've been able to pinpoint it on Google Maps/Earth today. I just hope that the 

surrounding territory NEVER gets developed. Just "above" the location today is a street--dead end I believe and folks who live in 

condo's there can see the beautiful rock formations from their back patios. A beautiful area. I took several pictures from that site when 

I visited several years ago and could attach them to an email if you'd like to see them. Don't know if you've been there or not. 

Regards. 

Fred Ludwig (KS133) Hayward, CA 

 

Another member writes – (as submitted to us) 
Thanks much for the answers to my questions as they helped clear up some of the mystery 

with the LRFC. Some great ideas, especially with the Silver Bullet becoming an email 

attachment. When I saw similar reports from other organizations that came as PDF 

files, I was impressed, as they used lots more photos and lots of color that wasn't 

feasible or affordable with a printed form. I know that some people never 

cared for the use of the word "newsletter" in describing the Silver Bullet although its 

never been my concern. A much lower membership fee should result in more members 

which you will need to make a complete and successful fan club. 

 

I did do a News item on my web page with some of the major changes that you mentioned. 

Take a look if you get a chance and I can change or tweak it. I tried not to steal all your 

thunder but I wanted to give enough information to get fans interested. 

 

I wish you nothing but the very best with your taking on of the fan club and I look forward to the 

next issue of the Silver Bullet and learning additional details. 

 

Thanks again for your prompt response to my questions. 

Steve Jensen (KS179), Cedar Falls, Iowa 



 

 

 

A member that attended the Midwest horse show (April 9, 

2011) in Madison, WI writes – (as submitted to us) 
Thank You. I just returned from the Mid-West Horse Show in Madison, WI. I had the true pleasure of meeting the Tribute Lone 

Ranger and Silver. You made this 60 year old feel like a kid for those few minutes together. Thank you. 

 

I will always cherish my silver bullet. It will be placed in my Lionel Lone Ranger Train set along with my coin. 

 

You certainly epitomize the spirit and true nature of all that is good about the Lone Ranger. I was in awe. You are and always will be a 

true hero of the old west. You have continued to deliver an important message and influenced many young and old visitors. 

 

You and Silver look very good, I wish they could have given you time in the arena to show off the beautiful look and essence of the 

character to all the horse fans there. 

 

I will be signing up my grandkids to The Lone Ranger Fan club. Your message and creed needs to continue. 

 

Thanks again and God Bless 

Lars Anderson (KS144), Appleton, WI 

 

“Empty Saddles” 
June 3, 2011 – James Arness 

In 1955, John Wayne recommended Arness for the lead role of Matt Dillon in the TV series 

"Gunsmoke". (Contrary to urban legend, Wayne himself was never offered the role.) Arness at 

first declined, thinking a TV series could derail his growing film career, but Wayne argued for 

the show, and Arness accepted. 

 

His portrayal of stalwart marshal Dillon became an iconic figure in American television and 

the series, on the air for twenty seasons, is, as of 2008, the longest-running dramatic series in 

U.S. television history. Arness became world-famous and years later reprised the character in 

a series of TV movies. 

 

After the surprising cancellation of "Gunsmoke" in 1975, Arness jumped immediately into  

another successful (though much shorter-lived) Western project, a TV-movie-miniseries-series combination known 

as "How The West Was Won." 

 

 
Hey Pard’ Fall season is coming to the USA & Holidays are soon 

acoming 

Think about looking at some of the Lone Ranger memorabilia items 

for sale on our website. www.TheLoneRangerFanClub.com  

 

They make great Birthday or Christmas gifts for relatives and friends. 

 

Go to the ―Silver Bullets‖ on the left side of our website page and click 

on the one which reads ―For Sale‖. Some nice items are listed.  
 
Should you want to contact us please go to the website LoneRangerFanClub.com and 

click on the Silver Bullet located on the left side of the page which reads "Contact Us". 

Please use your membership number in all correspondence to us. 

 

More good stories about celebrities and Fan Club Members that The Lone Ranger 

Tribute Performer met in 2011 will be in the December Silver Bullet.  

 

Thanks to all of you that have contacted us by email. Your comments will be taken 

under consideration in the structuring of the website and The Silver Bullet.  

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047736/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/


 

 

Always nice to hear from Lone Ranger enthusiast of all ages.  

 

Adios from, 
TheLoneRangerFanClub.com 
LoneRangerFanClub.com 
ClaytonMooreFanClub.com 
TheLoneRanger.tv 

Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay!! 

 
 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.claytonmoorefanclub.com/
http://www.theloneranger.tv/

