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 K2, also known as “The Savage Mountain,” sits on the border between Pakistan and China.  It is the second highest peak in the world, with a peak 
elevation of 8,611 m (28,251 feet) and  carries with it the second highest fatality rate of 27%. For every four people who attempt its climb, one will die.   It 
has never been climbed in winter.  

 Thomas Montgomerie named the peak using the Great Trigonometric Survey. The policy was to use local names whenever possible. However, K2 had 
no local name due to its remote location and continues to be known today by its surveyor’s mark.  K2 is so severe a peak, many feel the name is appropriate.   
The Italian climber Fosco Mariani agrees and has been quoted describing it as “... just the bare bones of a name, all rock and ice and storm and abyss. It 
makes no attempt to sound human.  It is atoms and stars. It has the nakedness of the world before the first man – or of the cindered planet after the last.”  

 The greatest challenge of ascending K2 is the extreme high altitude. There is only one-third as much oxygen as there is at sea level. Acclimatization 
is essential when climbing without oxygen to avoid some degree of altitude sickness.  K2’s summit is well above the altitude at which high altitude pulmo-
nary edema (HAPE), or high altitude cerebral edema (HACE)  can occur.  Above the 8000-meter altitude is the boundary known as the “death zone” which 
includes the top 611 meters of  K2. Bottled oxygen is used by many climbers to help alleviate some of the altitude’s effects. Altitude related complications 
have greatly contributed to K2’s death toll.  

 The second greatest challenge is the climate. Due to the severity of its terrain, K2 gives little to no shelter from its many storms which can blow up 
with little to no warning. Many of the deaths while climbing K2 are weather related.    

 K2 is massive, beautiful and literally, can take your breath away. It calls to mountain climbers around the world with the song of a deadly Siren. Most 
heed its warning, but a few will not be thwarted. Seventy-three percent WILL make it to the very top and will come down changed forever.
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Jason Barclift, President — Russell W. Knight, Commissioning Chair

Program Notes

“The Savage Mountain”

About the Composer

 Julie Ann Giroux was born 1961 in Fairhaven, Massachusetts, and raised in Phoenix, Arizona and Monroe, Louisi-
ana. She received her formal education from Louisiana State University and Boston University. She studied composition 
with John Williams, Bill Conti and Jerry Goldsmith, to name a few.  Julie is an accomplished performer on piano and 
horn, but her first love is composition. She began playing the piano at the age of three and had published her first piece 
at the age of nine. 
 In 1985, she began composing, orchestrating, and conducting music for television and films. Within three hours 
after arriving in Los Angeles, she was at work on the music for the Emmy Award winning mini-series North and South, 
followed soon by work on the television series Dynasty and The Colbys, as well as the films Karate Kid II, White Men 
Can’t Jump, and Broadcast News. She received her first Emmy nomination in 1988 for North and South Part II - Love 
and War, and over the next three years was nominated each year for her arranging and original compositions for the 
Academy Awards show. To date, Julie has well over 100 film and television credits and has been nominated for an 
Emmy several times. When she won her first Emmy Award, she was the first woman and the youngest person ever to 
win the award in that category.  Julie has also been privileged to arrange for Celine Dion, Paula Abdul, Dudley Moore, 
Liza Minnelli, Madonna, Reba McEntire, Little Richard, Billy Crystal, Michael Jackson and many others. 

 Julie is an extremely well rounded composer, writing works for symphony orchestra (including chorus), chamber ensembles, wind ensembles, soloists, 
brass and woodwind quintets and many other serious and commercial formats. She began writing music for concert band in 1983, publishing her first band 
work Mystery on Mena Mountain with Southern Music Company.  Since that time, she has composed and published numerous works for professional wind 
ensembles, military bands, colleges and public schools and has conducted her music in clinics worldwide.  She is also a very well received speaker and 
clinician.  Julie is a member of The American Bandmasters Association and the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP).
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Moderato  q = 68-70
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