
A minimum kH of 4dKH 
is required to lock in the pH 

 TYPES OF TEST EQUIPMENT 
 Paper Litmus strips 
 Liquid drop system 

or Carbonate Hardness 

A measurement of both carbonate and 
bicarbonates present in water 
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VERY HARD 
 Approx 350 ppm / 20dkh  

 or  over  

   

HARD 
 Approx 215 to 350 ppm 

or 12dkH to 20dkH 

   

MODERATELY 
HARD 

 Approx 160 to 215 ppm 
or 9dkH to 12dkH 

   

SLIGHTLY HARD 
 Approx 100 to 160 ppm 

or 6dkH to 9dkH 

   

MODERATELY SOFT 
 Approx 50 to 100 ppm 

or 3dkH to 6dkH 

   

SOFT 
 Approx 0 to 50 ppm 

or 0dkH to 3dkH 


