
T.D.S. meters don’t measure GH 

 TYPES OF TEST EQUIPMENT 
 Paper Litmus strips 
 Liquid drop system 

or General Hardness 

A measurement of both magnesium and 
calcium present in water 
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VERY HARD 
 Approx 450 ppm & over 

or over 25dH  

   

HARD 
 300 to 450 ppm 

or 16kH to 25dH 

   

MODERATELY 
HARD 

 200 to 300 ppm 
or 12kH to 17dH 

   

SLIGHTLY HARD 
 100 to 200 ppm 

or 6dH to 12dH 

   

MODERATELY SOFT 
 50 to 100 ppm 

or 3dH to 6dH 

   

SOFT 
 0 to 50 ppm 

or 0dH to 3dH 


