
KAWAU BOATING CLUB
May 2020 Newsletter

PAGE  1                 KAWAU BOATING CLUB 

Robyn and David will be opening the 
KBC for the last two weekends of the  

   season!
It will be a very different scene with 

everyone seated and limitations in accordance 
with Level 2 stipulations and we will be doing 
our very best to keep everyone safe.  In brief 
here are the details:

Opening
Friday 22 May  11 - 8pm
Saturday 23 May  11 – 8pm
Sunday 24 May  11 - 4pm

Friday 29 May  11 – 8pm
Saturday 30 May  11 – 8pm
Sunday 31 May  11 – 8pm
Monday 1 June  11 – 4pm  

 (last day of season)

All customers must wait to be seated (no 
groups larger than 10), a menu will be on your 
table ready to ‘tick the boxes’, you will be 
served by one staff member for the duration 
of your visit, the menu will be limited and all 
meals will be served in takeaway boxes – cutlery 
will be bought to your tables.  You will pay at 
the table with contactless eftpos (please no cash 
unless exact).

We will not be taking bookings as we are 
very weather dependent.  Guests must try and 
vacate after 2 hours (this will also give others 
waiting for tables a chance to get a meal!).

Takeaway meals can be ordered and must 
be collected by 5.30 each evening.  See menu 
options below.

Even if you are coming for a drink we 
will serve you at the table (please be aware 
of others wanting to dine as tables will be 
limited).  Our maximum occupancy will be 
100 guests.

You will be required to sign a register on 
arrival (everyone…)

Please note that the children’s toy area and 
library will be closed off (we will be storing 
unused furniture here and keeping kids safe 
by not exposing any toys – BYO).

Whilst this will all be a bit restrictive for 
our lovely friendly members, please adhere to 
our requirements and be polite and friendly.  
We are limited staff numbers, Robyn will be 
cooking and David front of house….so your 
patience will be most appreciated!!

Please note that there will be no showers or 
laundry facilities for Covid-19 obvious safety 
reasons.

Fuel and water will be available until 5pm 
each day of opening served by our wonderful 
Crooksy!

We will also be serving fuel and water 
Wednesday’s 11 – 1pm until 1 June (this is 
also to service our local community).

Bring warm gear as there is no sun at the 
club now!!  And you may have to queue on 
the wharf for a table…. sorry!

Breaking 
News!
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Wreaths for the Anzac 
Day Remembrance 
Service.

Menu (subject to change)
 Fish & Chips with Tartare Sauce 
 Smoked Fish Pie
 Slow Cooked Beef Curry and Rice
 Winter Soup and Foccacia
 Meatlovers Pizzas
 (no burgers….unless fish sold out!)

Pre-order by Wed 5pm for the weekend following for 
pick up on selected morning:

 Whole or half Apple Pie    $50/$25    
 Whole or half Chocolate Cake with Chocolate Sauce $60/$30
 Whole or half Sticky Date Cake with Caramel Sauce  $60/$30
 6 or 12 of Robyn’s Cheese Scones $4.50 ea
 6 or 12 of Robyn’s Date Scones $4.50 ea
 6 or 12 of Robyn’s Savoury Muffins. $4.50 ea
 Also available to stock up your boat: 
 Boaties Hamper at $145 – 
 Boaties Breakfast Spreads at $80

Any queries please contact Robyn on 021 047 1516 by text prior 
to opening.

What else is news…..well in the time the club has been closed 
since March 26 we have sadly seen the sun disappear from 
the decks and the wintry season seems to be upon us.  The 

fireplace will be cranking for the two weekends we will be open – 
however, sadly you will not be able to congregate near by to catch 
up with fellow boaties…..the sight of the smoke will no doubt be 
welcoming though.  We totally locked the club as it was a proposed 
6 weeks lockdown and it is far safer to wrap everything up and bring 
tables and chairs in for that period of time – so our reopening will 
see a re-juggling of furniture and crockery for sure.  We certainly are 
looking forward to seeing some familiar faces for a few days before 
the end of season lock up on June 1.
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The KBC bubble cleaning 
the pontoon.

The lock down out at the island was very quiet with weekly 
subsidised ferry transport for locals to the mainland for shopping 
and chemist visits.  David and I went ashore weekly and shopped 
for around 5-6 couples locked down in Bon Accord 
harbour – a fun day out but lots of shopping!  Like 
everyone, we enjoyed the island spirit of helping out 
your neighbours and the island communication from 
our Fire Chief was a welcome weekly email keeping us 
connected.

Our biggest and most exciting news is that Kiera, 
our season fill in chef extraordinaire, has found herself 
a position on a 100 year old square rig schooner as 
one of 14 crew.  She is leaving next week from Russell 
and has already started her blog….I have attached the 
first one here for anyone who may wish to follow her.  
She promises to be back for next season….although 
with such an exciting adventure we will understand if 
she is a bit late to report!!

Many of you know that we recharge our batteries
each winter in some Italian sunshine…not to be 

this year of course.  A great opportunity to catch up 
on some home projects…the main one being building 
4 EcoSheds on our property for staff and holiday accommodation.  
That should keep us out of trouble for a few weeks!  More details to 
come for the accommodation opportunities….

With the 8 week lock down and our eyes closely following the 
hospitality scene we are excited to be able to review what we do and 
how we do it at the KBC.  Winter will give us a chance to talk about 
‘who we are – where we are – what we are’.  Watch this space for a 
few changes to our offerings for season 7!  

Embroidered Polo’s are in!  Yes, after a long delay we finally 
received our order of T’s including the long sleeve and short sleeved 
embroidered ones.  These will be available Queens’ Birthday weekend 
and also online.  Happy to post out these along with any other 
goodies…copper anchor key rings, copper anchor necklaces, Bon 
Accord dry bags, caps, burgees, vouchers…..great gifts!

As always at the end of season we take this opportunity to thank 
the KBC members for their involvement in the club, their annual 
contribution which helps facilitate the ongoing upgrades to the 
buildings and decks etc.  We also acknowledge Trevor our Chairman 
and go to person, and the rest of the KBC committee for their 
ongoing team effort to keep things rolling at the KBC.  How about 
‘gifting’ a KBC membership for Christmas gifts this year!  Every 
dollar helps….

That’s all from us….
David and Robyn.  
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LEFT: SY Alvei

Kiera’s Blog…

Adventure of a lifetime 
(by Kiera Sleeman)

I’m sure like most other people around the world during lockdown, 
I started to go a little stir crazy and wondered what was going to 
happen to me after lock down. I was trying to think of what my next 
adventure could be, because no way was I getting on a plane anytime 
soon.. One evening I was having drinks with my boss’s, as we went 
to part ways I jokingly said ‘ right, I’m off to sort my life out’, not 
knowing that 24hours later I would have a whole new adventure 
planned out for myself. As I got back that evening I was browsing 
through a backpackers page on Facebook to get some inspiration, 
I came across a recent post about needing crew to sail to Vanuatu 
on a 100 year old ship. I was reading the post and scrolling through 
the photos of this magnificent ship, the more I read and the more I 
scrolled I thought, bugger it why not apply. 

I was communicating with one of the crew members and getting 
more information about the trip. At first unfortunately the positions 
were full, which was a shame but it made me think I actually would 
love to sail the pacific ocean. I was gutted I didn’t get a place but I 
just had a feeling it wasn’t over for me just yet.

The next day I was outside gardening at my place, I heard 
my phone buzz so I went in to check, it was the man I was 
communicating with about the ship ‘Alvei’. It said ‘back on’, I was 
a bit confused what that meant, but then with a few more messages 
I had realised people had dropped out and I had a place on the ship, 
it leaves as soon as level 2 was in place which will be about two 
weeks time. I was so delighted and nervous and excited, what an 
experience this is going to be. I’m going to be able to sail and live on 
a 100 year old ship sailing across the pacific ocean, to a place I never 
really heard or knew about and never thought I would  ever get the 
chance to go to visit. I was so ecstatic I had to tell someone so I went 
straight down to my boss’s house to tell them the exciting news and 
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that my life was definitely sorted. Of course they were super happy 
because they know this is going to be a once in a life time experience 
for me.

Wow, so time to get my arse in gear and sort everything out before 
I leave, pack my house up, pack my bags, get supplies. This all has 
to happen in a short period of time, and the lockdown didn’t help 
me out as everything was shut, so I’m relying on things to arrive 
online in time, luckily everything did. The best thing about it is that 
I know heaps of boaties from the boating club so lots of people gave 
me great ideas of stuff to take with me and what to do whilst I’m on 
‘Alvei’, a lovely couple Debbie and Les gave me a three page list of 
supplies and advice for my trip which was perfect. Debbie gave me 
the low down on how many clothes to take with me and supplies, 
Les gave me great advice on fishing gear, which was awesome too as 
I’m a little obsessed with fishing ha. 

After lots of thinking and organising I was finally all packed and 
ready to go, all that needs to be done now is for the government to 
announce level two. On the 11th may, the government called for level 
two to be in place on the 14th may. 

Our route has changed now as Vanuatu’s boarders are closed, 
so the plan is possibly sailing toward Samoa and then on towards 
America, but this is yet to be confirmed and we won’t know until 
I’m on the boat and we’re pulling up anchor. But hey, I’m totally 
happy with wherever we go because it’s going to be amazing just 
experiencing living and sailing on the boat.


