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NEWSLETTER

KAWAU BOATING CLUBKBC

There’s no reason to let go of 
the summer fun at KBC.

Autumn is going to be mild so take a 

look below for some of the extra reasons 

to explore the Hauraki Gulf and meander 

into the clubhouse for a catch up.

Looking back at February, what a 

great month. Anniversary weekend 

saw a massive fleet of boats out on 

the gulf, with many of the Mahurangi 

Regatta boats coming over to 

Kawau to join the Anniversary Day 

passage race back to Auckland. 

Even without the massive 

influx of boats and visitors for 

Squadron Weekend and the 

Round Kawau Island Yacht 

Race, the club house would 

have been buzzing. Add 

the extra crowd and it is 

amazing the crew was 

still standing at the 

end of the day. The 

Royal New Zealand 

Yacht Squadron 

is celebrating 

Mike Mahoney and crew of Tawera, overall winners in the Mastercard Superyacht Regatta 2021 recently held 
on the Hauraki Gulf. And the Kawau burgee flying proudly atop the mizzen.
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its 150th anniversary and this kick-off 

event was held on the Lidgard Lawn. Fine 

costumes! (Your KBC club captain and crew 

received honourable mention for their dress 

up efforts.) Great photos on the RNZYS 

facebook page… 

Each day there seemed to be a constant 

parade of boats which kept Bon Accord 

looking more like what one would expect 

during school holidays. Prada Cup racing 

brought in an affable crowd to watch the 

sailing on the big screen. Despite having to 

serve sometimes 400 or more meals each 

day, the staff stayed on their feet, smiling 

and hardworking. David Crooks made sure 

members received their fuel discounts 

and reported everything went amazingly 

smoothly with the new hose reels helping 

keep the jetty clear. The last event of the 

month, just two days before Auckland went 

into level 3 lockdown, saw our club captain, 

Mike Mahoney and a hefty crew take first 

place in the Mastercard Regatta Cup on big 

Tawera. Several of the biggest super-sized 

motor yachts in the South Pacific came to 

anchor off the KBC after their Millennial Cup 

passage rally. Hearing the fine comments 

about the uniqueness and amazing situation 

of the KBC from some of the high flyers who 

own or charter these 30 to 60 meter yachts 

is a reminder of how fortunate we all are to 

call the Hauraki Gulf our home waters.

So read on – here are several events 

planned at the KBC over the next months. 

Use them as one more excuse to get afloat 

around Kawau. 

Above: Bruno Troublé wearing one of our new ‘hoodies’. Right: Exchange of club burgees. From Left to 
right: Phil Lotz - New York Yacht Club, Bertie Bicket - Royal Yacht Squadron, Aaron Young Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron, Mike Mahoney, Kawau Boating Club.

Above: All eyes glued to the screen during the Prada 
Cup. Right: Another beautiful evening from the deck 
of the club.
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ensure the future of the KBC.

Light refreshments will be 

provided.

A special round the bays 

shuttle will be arranged for 

those without their own 

transport. Cost, $25 return. 

Please book through Kawau 

Cruises preferably by March 

22nd so exact pick up times 

can be arranged.

Date – Sunday March 28th
Time – 1:30 PM until 4:30

Place – Kawau Boating Club

Light refreshments provided by your KBC 

Committee. The bar will be open.

Please extend this invitation to any of 

your new neighbours who might not get the 

Kookaburra yet. 

Note – you do not need to be a member 

of the KBC to participate. All Islanders 

welcome.

 Unveiling of the New Board 
recognising the committee who 
make it all work, plus with a Meet 
your Island Neighbours Day.

The KBC Committee invites 

all Kawau Island Property 

Owners and Residents to come 

along and meet both new and 

old residents from all parts of 

the island. A good chance to 

connect with island neighbours, 

learn about the Kawau Boating 

Club (join up perhaps?), get 

some tips on ‘how to’s island-style’ and pick 

up any back copies of the Kawau Island 

Book Club books written by the locals… ($25 

each)

Lin Pardey will give a short, hopefully 

humorous, possibly helpful, talk about the 

pitfalls and pratfalls of Island Life. 

There will also be an unveiling of 

the special board created to thank the 

hardworking people who helped create and 

Above: Davo Lee  and Immediate Past Chairman 
Trevor Ready. Top right: Sandspit Yacht Club/
Weiti Yacht Club prize giving out at the Sunset Bar. 
Bottom right: KBC crew enjoying Squadron evening 
after a big day, Dave, Scott, Davo and Simon.

Upcoming Events 
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Afloat and Ashore Swap-Meet

Sell your crafts, your excess boating gear, 

your useful but redundant household gear…

When – Saturday April 24
Time – 10am to 2pm
Where – Kawau Boating Club, on the 
 Lidgard Lawn if weather permits, at 
 the KBC if inclement. 

Cost – Donation $5.00 per vendor – 

payable on the day. Funds to KERT to help 

with First Response Equipment for Kawau.

This is open to everyone, Kawau Islanders, 

Visiting Sailors – a good chance to sell those 

spare blocks, anchors, bits of line, spare 

floatation vests other boaters might find 

useful.

Note – vendors must remove all unsold 

merchandise on the day and BYO table if on 

the lawn. Bring cash for your purchases….

Thank you

KBC Committee and Bon Accord Bar and 
Bistro are proud to host the First Annual 
Kawau Island Art Fair - 

Opening early November and covering 

two weekends. The exact date to be 

announced in the next issue, along with 

more details of prizes etc.

Exhibitors should be members of KBC, 

property owners, resident at Kawau (afloat 

or ashore.) Note, Kawau residents/property 

owners do not need to be a member of KBC 

to participate.

All works to be available for sale with 10% 

of proceeds to go towards the new Camp 

Bentzon outdoor covered barbeque area.

There will be generous prizes for audience 

favourites on the final day of the fair. 

Plus we hope to have one or two well 

known artists come along to discuss their 

works.

Art will be displayed for ten days. 

Participants do not have to be in attendance 

at all times but should be available opening 

and awards day.  Art left at your own risk – 

cover with your own insurance if necessary.

To register your interest and learn details 

of how and what can be displayed contact 

Lin Pardey at 021-0636772

Kawau Artists, Artisans, you have the 

longer days of autumn, the cold wet darker 

days of winter to let your imagination and 

skills run wild. Start planning (painting, 

carving, crafting, shooting) now!

Notes – all important, so please don’t skim past

Conserving the Scallops  
of The Hauraki Gulf

Though the KBC is a non-political 

entity, it is part of the broader 

community. Thus when the gulf wide 

initiative urging sport fishers, yachties 

and the broad community to support 

a voluntary ban on scallop dredging to 

allow stocks to recover was proposed 

at the AGM, a motion was passed by 

an 80% positive vote, to encourage 

members to lend their support to this 

LegaSea lead proposal. This is in line with 

the decision taken by all the clubs of 

Waiheke, both the Iwi and general sport 

fishers of the Coromandel plus several of 

the Auckland sailing and yacht clubs. 

Two new benefits available for members 
of the KBC, perks we think a vast majority 
of our members might find useful:

The Nav Station, Westhaven  https://

www.navstation.co.nz/ now offers card 

carrying Kawau Boating Club members 

a 10% discount on all Garmin Navigation 

Gear. Just present your card at time of 

purchase.

Boat Books, Westhaven 

https://boatbooks.co.nz/ also 

offer a 10% discount on your 

purchases of nautical charts 

and the two guidebooks - NZ 

Hauraki Gulf, NZ Northland Coast. 
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But she will be available to work with who 

ever steps up for the job. We thank Jill for 

her years of excellent planning and co-

ordination of this special commemoration.

Events we’d like to plan – 

H’island Games Day, pitting bay against 

bay or cove against cove with fun events 

ranging from toss the boot to tug-of-war, 

hole-in-one (dinghy), bring a dinghy sailing 

day, with your help the skies the limit. We 

have a wonderful facility with not only the 

clubhouse, but access to the Lidgard House 

Lawns. Help make it a place where islanders 

from all the different bays get together for a 

bit of fun. 

Contact David Haigh via email – 

haigh.djw@gmail.com

Event Schedule –

10th March through 21st – America’s Cup 

Racing on the Big Screen. 

28th March – Unveiling of Committee 

Recognition board.

Kawau Community welcome gathering 

(see above)

2rd April – Mahurangi Cruising Club 

gathering at KBC.

3rd April – Mahurangi Cruising Club Easter 

Regatta,  North Cove. All invited to join 

the Mark Foy race around the Kawau Bay 

islands. Skippers meeting and sausage sizzle 

at Pardey Wharf 11am. Barbecue at 6PM.

 4th April – Easter Egg Hunt 8am – 9am 

on the Lidgard House lawn followed by 3 

legged race, spoon racing, and other fun 

activities for your family.  Contributions of 

eggs can be donated to the club anytime….

thank you!

24th April – Afloat and Ashore Swap Meet.

 25th April – ANZAC remembrance at 

noon. Presented by the Kawau Community, 

organized by Jill Hetherington and hosted 

by the KBC and Bon Accord Bar and Bistro. 

All welcome. 

Separation of Powers
There is a difference between the Kawau 

Boating Club and the Bon Accord Bar and 

Bistro. The KBC is a not-for-profit which 

uses your membership fees to lease the 

clubhouse and property from the Royal 

New Zealand Yacht Squadron. Your fees 

go towards maintaining and upgrading 

the buildings and grounds and fuel facility. 

The goal, to create a community centre 

for the yachties and boaties of the Hauraki 

Gulf and for the people who enjoy being at 

Kawau, residents, ratepayers and guests. 

Robyn and Davo Lee are licensees and their 

business is the Bon Accord Bar and Bistro 

Ltd. The rents they pay to the KBC also help 

towards improvements at the clubhouse 

and facilities. The discounts you receive on 

drinks comes out of their pockets and is, in 

effect, a donation to help encourage more 

people to support the KBC by becoming 

members. 

If you have not paid this years fees, You 

still can. Remember, though the actual club 

season ends June 6 (subject to Covid), you 

can access fuel at any time, so will keep 

getting your club discount until the end of 

the club year, 1st of October.

The KBC Loves You, Needs You!

Volunteers Needed – Only a few days a 

year will help make the KBC thrive towards 

its goal as a true community centre.

Your KBC Committee is looking for 

volunteers for special events, both as 

organisers or as helpers for a few hours on 

the day. Events currently planned include: 

Afloat and Ashore Swap Meet and of course 

ANZAC Day and, in November, The First 

Annual Art Fair.  

An immediate position we need to 

fill is someone to work alongside Jill 

Heatherington with the planning for this 

year’s ANZAC Day as this is Jill’s last year. 


