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with its automated pumping system was in 

constant action. Yet there always seemed 

to be room for another tender to tie up so 

young and old could grab an ice cream, 

lunch or a cold drink. 

New Years at the KBC
Take a big dose of sunshine plus warm 

light breezes, add loads of laughter, music 

and camaraderie as a crowd of young and 

old dance their way into the New Year, toss 

in lots of delicious food and an ever-flowing 

stream of pizzas, season with a fleet of boats 

setting off the next day for a well contested, 

but pleasantly short race and you have the 

recipe for a perfect Kawau Boating Club 

New Years celebration. 

Once again Bon Accord Harbour seemed 

to open its arms to provide safe but never 

truly crowded shelter for five hundred 

yachts and launches. The new KBC fuel dock 
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At 16:30 when tickets for the New Years 

eve dance went on sale to KBC members 

first, there was a line waiting. The energetic 

young wait staff had been running full tilt 

from 9am, but many still joined in to make 

the evening flow when Mark Huckstep 

began playing dance music at 20:00. He 

didn’t take one break for five hours, belting 

out songs that had everyone on their feet. 

The dance floor was often crowded, but a 

few stand-out swing artists still found room 

to fling their arms and partners about – until 

the conga line formed just before midnight. 
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New Years Day Regatta
For the keen sailors, the New Years Day 

regatta, hosted by the RNZYS presented 

some interesting challenges. Seventeen 

entrants, ranging from 7 meters to 16 

meters, state of the art modern boats to true 

80-year-old classics, crossed the line in fluky 

westerly breezes. Those of us who choose 

a more supine attitude onboard anchored 

boats, had only two hours to wait before 

the first of the fleet returned from a 14 mile 

jaunt around the islands around Kawau Bay, 

including a tricky dash through the narrow 

channel between Beaumont Point and 

Pembels Island. (In my 35 years of racing 

around Kawau, I have never been instructed 

to attempt that in a full sized keeler.)

LEFT: New Year Day Prizegiving, Club Chair Mike 
Mahoney (left) and Aaron Young (white shirt), 
Commodore of RNZYS awarding prizes for the New 
Years Day racing.
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TOP LEFT CLOCKWISE: Tawera coming to the 
finish line; Prize giving, standing room only; 
Guests enjoying the food and wine; Watching 
the America’s Cup; Library and toddlers corner; 
America’s Cup viewing; Home grown tomatoes.
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All of the moorings are now fully booked 

for Waitangi Weekend. 

Squadron members please note – due 

to liquor licensing laws, you may not take 

drinks from events on the Lidgard House 

lawn onto KBC ground – and toilet facilities 

are at Lidgard House for your convenience.

In Other club news – 
International Membership - Despite 

covid-19 and closed borders, membership 

has definitely gone international. The latest 

overseas member to join up, none other 

than ex-pat Ron Holland. Many of his elegant 

yacht designs frequently grace the waters of 

Kawau Bay. 

Members Fuel Discount - Hauraki Express, 

providers of the new 24/7 fuel facilities, 

are now updating the pumps so only paid 

up members receive a 10 cents per litre 

discount for diesel and petrol. One more 

incentive to support your club. Information 

on how to redeem this discount will be 

forthcoming to club members.

Membership - We sent reminders to join 

up for 2020/2021 season in our start of 

season newsletter and reminders on our 

website. If you missed these and have not 

paid for the  

2020/2021 season which runs through 

June, please click here. 

Note from your editor – though many of you 

join for the benefits: discounts of fuel and 

bar drinks, free showers and laundry plus 

water tank top ups, I’d like to paraphrase a 

quote from John F. Kennedy – Ask not what 

Hard on the Nose!
To those who noticed what can only be 

called “a pungent odour” your committee 

plus Robyn and Davo have already taken 

steps to alleviate the problem. The system 

has now been pumped out, metering will 

ensure future pump outs happen in time 

to prevent aromas interfering with your 

pleasures. The very success of the KBC lead 

to this unexpected problem. With the vastly 

increased use of showers and toilets, with 

the need to wash dishes for more than 400 

meals each day, the existing 30 year old 

septic system at times has been close to 

overwhelmed. Your committee is working 

with our landlords, the RNZYS towards a 

larger capacity system.

Current Goings On 
Prada Cup and America’s Cup viewing 

- KBC and Bon Accord Bar and Bistro 

are screening each race of the Prada Cup 

leading up to the America’s Cup. The groans 

from viewers could be heard all the way 

over in North Cove when American Magic 

capsized. 

Mahurangi Regatta -January 30th – The 

traditional regatta will continue the tradition of 

starting with family beach events at Sullivans 

Bay at the entrance to the Mahurangi River 

with the biggest classic boat racing fleet in the 

southern hemisphere crossing the start line off 

Scotts Landing at 1PM. 

Auckland Anniversary Regatta Passage 

race from Kawau – January 31, 9AM start. 

Register on line at https://regatta.org.nz/

regatta-participants/how-to-enter-the-

regatta/

Night Race to Kawau, Round Kawau Island 

Race -February 5th and 6th -A genial crowd 

is expected on Waitangi weekend as the 

Annual Friday Night race to Kawau finishes 

at the KBC and the Round Kawau Island 

Race takes place on Saturday. The RNZYS is 

beginning its 150th anniversary celebrations 

with children’s activities Saturday afternoon 

and a dinner dance Saturday night on the 

Lidgard House lawn. The KBC will remain 

open to all with a full range of goodies for 

those who aren’t participating.

Ron Holland.
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your club can do for you, but what you can 

do for your club. Your membership fees 

ensure this wonderful community facility can 

thrive and grow. Now we’ve got the building 

and decks in good condition, the pontoon 

and fuel facilities working, it is time to 

upgrade some of the 75-year-old systems. 

This includes working with the Squadron 

to upgrade the waste water and sewage 

systems. So please encourage your sailing 

friends to join or consider buying a plank 

on the pontoon. Membership signups are 

available at the club, on the KBC website or 

by clicking here, for information on plaques 

send a query via the website or contact any 

committee member.

Volunteers Needed
Get Involved in your clubs future. To 

ensure KBC continues to thrive we need 

to make it a true community centre for 

yachties throughout the Hauraki gulf and 

for the Kawau island community. We are 

looking for members to assist with ideas 

and activities such as Apples and Oranges 

dinghy gatherings – where people of all ages 

bring whatever sailing dinghy they have 

and participate in casual races, poker runs 

or scavenger hunts, market days, children’s 

activities days, maybe play evenings. Ideas 

welcome, volunteers even more welcome. 

Contact: Lin Pardey, the temporary 

activities coordinator at 021 0636772 or 

lpardey@xtra.co.nz.

Bon Accord Bar and Bistro opening hours:
9am to close daily (kitchen closes 8pm) 

Your committee
Mike Mahoney

David Haigh

Jon Whisker

Bryn Sutherland

Luke Davids

Annette Ridder

Membership: Fay Richardson

Newsletter editor: Lin Pardey

Design and distribution: Steve Horsley, 

 srhorsley.myportfolio.com

Minutes and Financial Statement 
from the KBC 2020 AGM

Click the boxes below to view reports.

Scott and Davo - Pizza’s supreme.

Another day sets on Kawau Boat Club and Bon 
Accord Bar & Bistro. 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0690/7807/files/Annual_General_Meeting_of_the_Kawau_Boating_Club_Incorporated_2020.pdf?v=1610942870
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0690/7807/files/Kawau_Boating_Club_Incorporated_-_Financial_Statements-4.pdf?v=1610942884

