
Unpiano Books is pleased to announce the 
May 20, 2016 release of a book of collected writings from 

San Francisco author Mike McGuirk. 

Mike McGuirk has worked as a writer in San Francisco for more than 15 years. His writing has 
appeared in the San Francisco Bay Guardian, The Stranger, the Cleveland Scene and SOMA Magazine, 
and on Rhapsody.com. The twelfth imprint from Unpiano Books is a curated survey of his career thus 
far in the form of a softbound 387-page book of his work. As an  independent  publisher,  Unpiano 
Books aims to support and promote lesser-known work with specialized small-run releases both 
locally and across the country. Most well known for producing art and photo books, this is Unpiano’s 
first literary release. 

McGuirk’s voice takes many different forms, often wandering somewhere between the legacies of 
noted drunk Charles Bukowski and music journalist Lester Bangs. The work collected here comprises 
stories, reviews, rants and even box scores. Always insightful and often about more than what is 
written  on  the  page,  McGuirk’s  writing  helps  us  digest  difficult  topics  with  a  wry  sense  of  humor. 

“Mike McGuirk is one of the worst writers I have ever seen in print. Regularly gets his facts wrong (um, 
Kyuss were not from San Francisco...), liberally litters his writing with useless profanity and stupid 
sayings like ‘this kicks ass!’, utterly predictable...ugh.” 

- Shakey Mo Collier, 2002 

“…As the title suggests, this is a book of foul luck and extra chances. A masterpiece of 
failure…There’s a whole lot of life here, pinned and squirming on the page, captured by a kindhearted 
Catholic boy who chased after death and excess with his eyes open. We’re very lucky he did.” 

- Jordan Bass, 2016 

L a u n c h  E x h ib itio n  H o s te d  b y  A T A   
Tuesday, May, 24th 2016, 7pm-10pm / Music 8pm 

ATA * 992 Valencia Street, San Francisco 
For more information: (415) 824-3890 / ata@atasite.org 



M I K E  M C G U I R K  (b. 1970) is a freelance writer presently living in San Francisco after migrating from 
the great commonwealth of Massachusetts.. He has written for Rhapsody, the San Francisco Bay 
Guardian, The Stranger, and Cleveland Scene, among others. He is presently enjoying early retirement. 

U N P I A N O  B O O K S  (Publisher) is an independent book publisher based out of New York. They 
specialize in photo and art books and currently operate on a timeline of seasonal releases. Since 
publishing Sandy Kim’s first monograph in 2009, Unpiano has sought to publish both emerging authors 
and authors from previous generations who never before had the opportunity to give their work a 
wider audience. They have worldwide distribution and cater to a variety of brick-and-mortar 
bookstores, museums and art spaces as well as online booksellers. In addition, they self-distribute via 
their retail website and at book fairs across the country. Other Unpiano Books releases include: Joe 
Roberts, Sandy Kim, Jay Howell, Mel Kadel, Casey Jones, Ted Pushinsky,  Arthur  Pollock  and  the band 
Blood Sister among others. 

J O R D A N  B A S S  (Introduction) is the executive editor of McSweeney’ s; his work has previously 
appeared in Night Moves. He lives in San Francisco. 

N E W  Y O R K  T R A D E  E D I T I O N  
SC, 5.5 x 8, 376 vellum pages, full color cover 

ISBN: 978-0-98366983-8 $14.99 Limited Edition of 300 copies 

To preview the book please visit w w w.unpianobooks.com/pages/press 
Further scans to your specification are available upon request; scanning from 

the book or lifting images from the mechanical file are strictly prohibited. 

Mandatory credit line: from STRIKE FOUR, Published by Unpiano Books 

For more information, please contact Jesse Pollock 
Unpiano Books, Post Office Box 1007 Pine Plains, NY 12567 Tel: 

415-624-9805, email: jesse@unpiano.com , www.unpianobooks.com 
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