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DETROIT CHOCOLAT & THE POPPED KERNEL – TWO LOCAL 

COMPANIES TEAM UP TO GROW SALES IN 2015 
 

Shelby Township, Michigan – May 1st, 2015 “Chocolate and popcorn make an 

excellent combination, so this new venture was a perfect opportunity to grow our 

businesses,” says Casey Petz of Detroit Chocolat. 

 

Fourth generation Chocolatier Casey Petz was inspired by his great grandmother’s (Julia 

Morley Co-founder of Morley Candy Makers) love for chocolate, leading him and his 

wife Lauren to found Detroit Chocolat in 2010.  “Behind every piece of handcrafted 

chocolate we sell is some of the love, care, and passion for chocolate shared with us by 

the important women in our lives,” said Petz.  It was with that in mind that Detroit 

Chocolat teamed up with Geri Aprile of The Popped Kernel to move production and 

retail operations to 48901 Hayes Road in Shelby Township.   

 

“This unique partnership began about 3 years ago when Lauren met Geri at a Michigan 

By the Bottle event (also a Shelby Township business co-founded by a woman),” said 

Petz.  There are dozens of ways that the two companies are similar and can work together 

to grow, but ultimately this new venture is about customers.  “The newly opened 1,400 

square foot production and retail facility has allowed us to increase production, product 

selections, and get more of our gourmet popcorn in the hands of customers,” said Aprile.   

 

“From the day we first opened,” says Lauren (Detroit Chocolat’s Chief Inspiration 

Officer),  “over 80% of our customers have been women – they absolutely love our 

chocolates, but are just as excited about the popcorn too.”  In preparation to celebrate the 

women in our lives, Detroit Chocolat and The Popped Kernel will be ramping up 

production of their most popular products (8oz “Detroiter” Gift Boxes and Gourmet Sea 

Salt Caramel Popcorn) from now until Mother’s Day.  “If you want to make your Mom 

feel really special this year, we have you covered,” said Aprile. 

 

Detroit Chocolat and The Popped Kernel sell specialty chocolates, confections, and 

gourmet popcorn to customers throughout the state of Michigan and produce 100% of 

their delicious products at their main location in Macomb County.  The production 

facility and retail store is located at 48901 Hayes Road in Shelby Township and features 

over 300 chocolate and popcorn products made the old fashioned way.   

 

More information about Detroit Chocolat and The Popped Kernel is available at 

www.detroitchocolat.com or www.thepoppedkernelco.com 
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