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Cognitive:  Knowledge of the gospel 

Affective:  Attitude toward the 
gospel

Presumptive:  Evaluation of the gospel

Volitional:  Decision about the gospel
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A great barbed-wire barrier of peripheral offense has often been erected by well-intentioned 
missionaries. The biblical message has become interwoven with Western economics, politics, 
and a very Western approach to religion.

Source: Phil Parshall, Muslim Evangelism (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003), p. 85.
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Infrequency of Fasting
Western-style Holidays

Burial Traditions (Casket)
Use of the Symbol of the Cross

Misunderstood Religious Terminology

Day and Style of Worship
External Denominations
Foreign Worship Songs
Use of Pictures of Jesus

Style of Dress

Circumcision
Wedding Traditions

Having Dogs as Pets
Birth Ceremonies

Eating Pork
Church Architecture
Christian Names
Prayer Forms
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Isn’t “So how many were saved on your last mission trip?” the usual question? Or, “How many 
were baptized?” “How many attend your church?” Why this focus on numbers? Too often our 
goal-oriented culture binds us, fooling us into thinking figures and events tell the story and 
measure the task. Are we satisfied if someone keeps us accountable to such goals?

Evangelism is a process—of befriending, supporting, loving, proclaiming and persuading while 
continually pointing Muslims toward Christ. I am encouraged by God from his Word, specifically, 
his servant Paul’s testimony: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making 
it grow” (1 Cor. 3:6). We all have our “assigned tasks” in God’s field, but God is the one who 
grows the seed and gives salvation in his time. Ministry among Muslims can take a long time, 
sometimes years, before the first fruits are seen. As God is the one responsible for the outcome, 
we should enjoy the friendships and the process!

On my overseas assignment, my coworker Peter befriended a Muslim named Mahmud. After 
seven years, Peter expressed frustration, questioning whether he was wasting his time in this 
relationship. Even though Peter had helped Mahmud many times (he had found him a job), 
Mahmud seldom expressed any spiritual interest. Our team prayed for them both, encouraging 
Peter to press on. At the next meeting, Peter had exciting news. Mahmud had told him, “I’ve 
known you for seven years, and often wondered if you were really my friend, or if I was just 
another potential convert to Christianity. I’ve decided that you really have been a caring friend, 
and now I want to be baptized.”

Source: Annee W. Rose, frontiers.org.
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