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A bull moose reaches for a taste of summer while walking through a meadow near Moon Lake in Riding Mountain National Park.
Summer is a time of growth as moose benefit from the nutrients in new growth and buds. For the male members of the species, this
helps with the development of antlers, which are shed in late fall/early winter, only to sprout again in the spring. The velvet covering
encases blood vessels which feed the antlers until they reach their maximum growth and begin to harden. In late summer/early fall, the
velvet dries up and bull moose rub against shrubs and trees to dislodge, revealing their showy rack just in time for mating season.

Students hope to head north in 2020

Erickson Collegiate 2020 grads planning to make the 990 km trip to scenic Churchill

CANDY IRWIN

for South Mountain Press

Gee Whiz! My Grade 12 class
graduation ‘trip’ was an evening
aboard Winnipeg’s now defunct
‘Paddlewheel Queen!”

But, if they can get all their
polar bears in a row, the Erick-
son Collegiate Institute (ECI)
2020 grads will be going on a sci-
ence trip to Churchill, 990 Kilo-
metres north of the school.

The trip is organized under

4 Seasons Live
Entertainment
Presents:

[__.[-l. iIOM

i ©p

the auspices of Math and Sci-
ence Teacher Ruth Frey of
Onanole. In years past, Frey’s
students have taken a trip to
NASA’s (National Aeronautics
and Space Administration) As-
tronaut Training Program at
Cape Canaveral in Florida.

This year, however, the stu-
dents were obliged to chose from
two Canadian options, one being
Vancouver, BC and the other be-
ing Churchill.

Josie Sallows (15) is in Grade
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10 now and one of the prospec-
tive 2020 graduates. “As a class,
we took a vote,” she explained,
“and we decided on Churchill, as
most figured they wouldn’t go to
Churchill on their own.”

“We are planning to drive to
Dauphin and then take the train
directly to Churchill.” This will
be a 40-hour trip each way, re-
quiring the students to sleep on
the train for four nights.

While in Churchill they will
be accommodated at the Chur-

chill Northern Studies Centre, a
not-for-profit research centre
founded in 1976.

During our interview, I asked
Sallows, “Is the trip meant to be
educational, fun, an adventure
or all three?

“I believe this trip will be a
mix of the three,” she responded.
“As it is a Math/Science trip, we
will be taking part in an educa-
tional Parks Canada Program.

SEE FUNDRAISING, P2
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Under the
gun at Camp
Wannakumbac

Brandon Police Tactical
Squad just one of many groups
to make use of local facility

CANDY IRWIN

for South Mountain Press

Imagine you are Camp Wannakumbac’s Man-
ager, Mitch Gusdal.

There is a group in residence at camp, but
it’s quiet and their presence is not evident, so
Gusdal decides it’s time to do some of the more
mundane, but obviously necessary, chores.

He retrieves one of several large boxes of toi-
let paper and descends the outside stairs that
lead to the basement storage area beneath the
main building. He opens the door into the dark-
ened space, reaches for the light, turns it on -
and finds himself facing eight police officers in
SWAT-style body armour, legs akimbo, all with
assault rifles raised!

Having grown up at Camp Wannakumbac
(CW) not much surprises Gusdal. “But, I
jumped a little and dropped the box, ‘humour-
ing’ them by raising my hands,” he said, laugh-
ing. The men, he explained, were members of
the Brandon Police Service Tactical Squad, per-
forming training exercises at the camp. “I'm
pretty sure that particular experience is some-
thing I'll never forget!”

In contrast, CW recently provided their facil-
ity to the Manitoba FASD (Fetal Alcohol Spec-
trum Disorder) Coalition who hosted a work-
shop entitled “Looking After Each Other,” a
program, open to all, “committed to promoting
the dignity of those impacted by FASD.”

Four teepees were erected to facilitate the
group’s activities.

“We were thrilled,” said Gusdal, “to host a
gathering like this that furthers the work of
reconciliation, as set out in the’ Truth and Rec-
onciliation Calls to Action,” bringing communi-
ties together to listen and learn from one an-
other.”

Gusdal further explained, “Our camp is lo-
cated on traditional Treaty 2 Territory. We love
sharing our beautiful space with everyone and
couldn’t think of a more suitable use of the fa-
cility.”

“It’s so fun, what we do,” said Gusdal, refer-
ring to his partner Sarah-Anne and their staff.

SEE ROOFING PROJECT, P2
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Roofing project
now complete

“We host family and
church groups, who organize
their own programming,
while we provide the space
and the food.

Year after year, CW hosts
the Westman Youth Choir,
who stay for eight days and
rehearse, because they love
the beautiful acoustics in the
old pavilion, said Gusdal. CW
also hosts the Arts West Art-
ists Retreat, as well as quilt-
ing and scrap-booking clubs
who just want quiet, uninter-
rupted time to pursue their
specific interests, he said.

“And, it’s very nice, very
gratifying, when we can pro-
vide meeting space, meals
and accommodation for some
of our sponsors, like retreats
for credit union employees or
the Manitoba Elks Associa-
tion, so they can see and ex-
perience what their funding
is used for.”

The Gusdals have even
been asked to host a Furry
Convention - which was re-
spectfully declined, — but the
point is that you just never
know what’s around the cor-
ner!

Several things are new

within the last few years.
One of their cabins, the
summer-time nurse’s resi-
dence, is in use as an Air B &
B, generating a bit of income
in the off-season.

Another cabin, ‘Aspen,
can accommodate 15 people,
who may rent it and cook for
themselves. Otherwise, CW
can feed and accommodate up
to 100 guests at a time.

This year has seen the
completion of an on-going
project to cover all the roofs
in long-lasting tin, rather
than the shingles of the past.

And Sarah-Anne, a mas-
sage therapist with an inter-
est in sports injury rehab,
provides services to guests
should they desire them.

Also recently certified as
a yoga instructor, Sarah-
Anne will offer classes to CW
clients, as well as under her
own banner, “Candid Well-
ness.”

It was fun spending time
with Gusdal, gaining some in-
sight into what goes on ‘in
our own backyard.’

Fundraising will
help offset costs

“We will learn the history
of Churchill, as well as wild-
life biology of the local ani-
mals. We will also be learn-
ing how to build/create a
functioning, smaller scale,
rocket! We will have time to
explore the area and bunk
with our friends, which will
be fun! We are also going on
a Tundra Buggy to view polar
bears, which will cover the
adventure part of it!

“As of right now, we have
14 Grade 10 students signed
up, but there are 21 spots
available.”

The empty spots will be
available to Grade 10’s or
Grade 9's who decide to join
in.

The group will be accom-
panied by Frey, another, as
yet unnamed, teacher and
one parent chaperone.

“The cost to participants
will vary, depending on the
number of students attending
and the total monies raised
from our fundraising efforts,”
explained Sallows.

“As a class, we are each
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The Brandon Police Service Tactical Squad took part in training exercises during a recent stay at Camp Wannakumbac.

PHOTO COURTESY CAMP WANNAKUMBAC

responsible for organizing
one or two fundraisers. We
started in November with
Canteen Sales and a Christ-
mas Dainty Sale. From there
we have done pizza sales (one
time selling 160!) and a few
pancake breakfasts.

Coming up on Saturday,
June 15, the students are em-
barking on a major fundrais-
ing effort, hosting a Yard
Sale, Car Wash and Barbe-
cue, as well as an overlap-
ping pancake breakfast.

“The trip is scheduled for
October 2020, so we have un-
til September, 2020 to raise as
much money as possible to
offset our expenses,” said Sal-
lows.

“South Mountain Press
readers can help by partici-
pating in our fundraisers
whenever possible. It will be
a wonderful learning oppor-
tunity for the ECI students,”
said Sallows.
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS

204-848-2682+204-867-7300

* COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL * SAND, GRAVEL, CLAY & STONE

* CONCRETE PREP & PLACE * TRENCHING & PILE BORING
* FRAMING & FINISHING * TELEHANDLER & FORKLIFTS
* CABINETRY& MILLWORKS * SNOW CLEARING SERVICE

Cottage Lot Propanation

& New Holland E215B
= w/twist wrist bucket
& thumb

established since 1987

DEREK DUDMAN

* Well Hookups

* Sand, Gravel, Stone
* Topsoil, Manure

* Landscaping

* Demolition
o Skidsteer Service
* Backhoe Service
* Lot Clearing
* Retaining Walls * Driveways
* Snow Removal * Culvert Installation
* Basement & Crawlspace Excavation
¢ Certified in Wastewater Management

(holding tanks & septic tanks & fields)

Onanole/Clear Lake, MB
Office 204-848-2319 Cell 204-848-0171

Your local
information source

GregNESBITT
MLA for Riding Mountain

204.759.3313
Toll Free 844.877.7767

gregnesbittmla@mymts.net -
#7 - 515 4th Avenue
Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB \ _

KEN BEATTY CONSTRUCTION

YOUR COMPLETE SUPPLIER FOR:

« Septic tanks & fields

+ Holding tanks
(cement or fiberglass)

« Trenching & materials

+ Road building

« Lot clearing & leveling

+ Excavation & backfill

« Landscaping - top soil & grass seeding
« Crushed gravel & stone

« Limestone & black granite

Trucking — Cats — Backhoe
L E N 7 ALTERNATIVE RV
PARTS & SERVICE

Heavy Duty Repairs * Truck & Trailer Certified Safeties
Two Certified Heavy Duty Mechanics
‘% 3 miles south of Onanole on Hwy #10 ﬁ
' Ph: 204-848-2477 Fax: 204-848-2977
Box 5, Site 400, R.R. 1
Brandon, MB R7A 5Y1

Email: info@lensrv.ca
Website: www.lensrv.ca

- Sales, Service, Rentals & Parts -
Refinishing & Repairs to All Makes & Models  Wood Rot Repairs  Truck Accessories
Trailer Hitches & Wiring ® MPIC & Insurance Claims © Tool Boxes @ Upholstery
Licensed Gas Technician for Appliance Repairs ® Storage ® Refrigerator Rebuilding

Corgo Tralrs Ernie Bessant

Ph: 204-728-4457

Fax: 204-727-5471

Toll Free: 1-866-392-7468
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	smp_20190614_A12_01.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_02.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_03.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_04.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_05.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_06.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_07.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_08.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_09.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_10.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_11.pdf
	smp_20190614_A12_12.pdf

