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In the beautiful town of Atkinson, Maine, in a bustling household filled
with love and laughter, Edward Bunker grew up as the youngest of
nine children. His ancestors had settled Bunker Hill in Massachusetts,
the site of one of the most famous battles of the American

Revolutionary War.

Surrounded by the green expanse of their family farm, Edward's days
were filled with chores and play under the vast, open skies. But even
as a boy, Edward dreamed of seeing more of the country. His heart
yearned for adventures beyond the farm's fences.










When Edward was 19 years old he left to see the country, working odd
jobs to support his travels. Edward's journey took a turn when he
passed though Kirtland, Ohio. It was here that he met Martin Harris,
one of the Three Witnesses of the Book of Mormon. Although Martin
wasn't participating in the Church at the time, his powerful testimony
stirred something deep within Edward.

In April 1845 after months of study and prayer, Edward embraced the
teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and was
baptized. He finally knew why he had feit inspired to leave his home,
and knew where he was needed. With newfound faith guiding him,
Edward moved on to the growing city of Nauvoo, a place buzzing with
the energy of a community united in belief.




In Nauvoo, amidst the challenging times and significant persecution of
the early Latter-day 5aint community, Edward found love. He married
Emily Abbott, and they were sealed in the sacred Nauvoo Temple by
John Taylor.

Their union, blessed in the holy walls of the temple, was a beacon of
light they could rely on as they faced the harsh reality of the pending
expulsion. They, along with the rest of the Nauvoo Saints, were soon
driven out of their beloved city onto the snowy plains. It was a test of
their faith and resilience.










After being driven from Nauvoo, Edward and Emily had little money.
They lived in a tiny log shack without windows or a door. The Mexican-
American War had just started and there were opportunities for work
as a soldier, so Edward joined the Mormon Battalion along with a
courageous group of Latter-day Saints.

This historic journey led them on an incredible trek across the
American landscape to California. Each step was a testament to their
dedication to their families and their church. They marched through
deserts and over mountains, driven by the goal of earning much-
needed funds to support their families on their journey to Utah.
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The pioneer refugees were destitute. Emily saw one particular baby
dressed in an old curtain and felt embarrassed for the mother. She
wondered why the mother didn't do more to clothe her child! When
Emily’s own son, Edward Jr., was born a few months later though, she
had nothing to dress the baby in.

In a touching gesture of love and support, that same mother offered
Emily the remaining curtain fabric. Emily had to swallow her pride and
was grateful for the woman's charity and made a dress for her son out
of the fabric. It was the only clothing he had for a long time.










The war finally ended and the soldiers were allowed to go home.
Edward's return to his family was a dangerous journey of 2,000 miles in
the harsh winter. He stopped along the way in Salt Lake City. There, he
was encouraged to wait out the winter, but he was worried about
Emily and decided to continue on despite the risk.

His only food was a 16-pound bag of flour, and what he and the other
men were able to hunt along the way. They reached the brink of
starvation, and even boiled and ate the leather from their saddle bags
to stay alive. His desire to make it back to his wife and baby boy got
him through the horrors of his journey. Edward was an excellent
example of determination and resilience through difficult challenges.




When he finally reached Winter Quarters, Edward met his 11-month-
old son for the first time. It was a moment filled with joy, but also pain
as he thought about the months of separation. It took him several
weeks to recover physically from the journey, but his work was far
from over.

Edward started working odd jobs again and earned enough to provide
wagons for Emily's mother and siblings, and then for his own family.
This took two years. He was always willing to put in whatever time
and energy was required to show his unwavering dedication and love
to his family.










The Bunker family finally reached Utah in 1850, where they settled in
Ogden. Here, Edward played a pivotal role in the community's
development, overseeing the construction of roads and bridges. His
contributions were essential in shaping the new frontier, exemplifying
his leadership and commitment to the well-being of his fellow settlers.

In 1852, Edward was called to serve a mission in England. During his
two-year mission, and an additional year in Scotland, he spent much of
his time in leadership roles, guiding and nurturing the British Saints.
His dedication to his faith and to serving others was evident in his
tireless efforts and the growth of the Church under his guidance.




While Edward was abroad, his family in Utah endured the “grasshopper
war.” Vast swarms of crickets threatened their livelihood, devouring
their crops. The people did all they could to destroy the crickets, and
fasted and prayed for help from the Lord. Miraculously, flocks of
seagulls appeared, eating the pests and saving their harvest.

The crickets weren't the only challenge the family faced while Edward
was gone. The family also braved an especially severe winter, tragically
losing 40 head of cattle to the cold. Yet, through these trials, their faith
and resolve only grew stronger.
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After his mission, Edward's journey home was a patchwork of travel
modes. He went by ship, train, and even by steamboat. He hoped to
travel the rest of the journey from lowa to Utah as quickly as possible
on his own, but was asked to lead a handcart company of immigrants.

Edward was tasked with guiding over 300 Welsh Saints, many of whom
didn't speak English, across the plains. Their journey, covering 20 miles
per day and lasting 65 days, was a remarkable feat. Their speed helped
them avoid the tragic fate of the Martin & Willie handcart companies
later that year.




One day along their journey Edward's group faced a frightening attack
by Indians. Some people panicked, while others suggested stopping
and praying for deliverance. Edward countered that he was ‘up-to-
date’ on his prayers, and ordered everyone to circle the wagons and
handcarts and prepare to fight! The Indians saw that the pioneers
were ready to fight, and left.

In a moment of crisis, Edward showed the importance of action
coupled with faith, and of living close enough to the Lord to receive His
guidance whenever necessary. His decisiveness and bias for practical
action, as well his trust in spiritual guidance became a powerful lesson
for all.










Back home in Ogden, Edward continued his work planning and
building roads and bridges. There was always work to do in the Utah
territory. He was asked to serve as a Bishop, a calling he fulfilled with
deep sincerity and compassion.

Future Church President David 0. McKay's father, who worked for
Edward, once overheard him praying fervently for his family. The
prayer was so sincere and powerful that David's father remembered
the experience for the rest of his life and shared it with his children.




A few years later when an army from the United States threatened the
Saints, Edward moved his family to Payson for safety. It was difficult to
abandon everything they had built in Ogden, but he had to do what was
best to keep his family safe.

Once the army left, Edward’s leadership skills were again called upon as
he was sent to settle Southern Utah. They settled Toguerville, and then
had to move again when he was asked to serve as Bishop in 5anta
Clara. He served in that calling for 12 years, guiding and supporting his
community through times of change and challenge.










Edward's wisdom and compassion was exemplified in his dealings with
others. One time some men brought an Indian boy who had been
caught stealing cattle to Edward, and asked him to punish the boy.
Edward told the men not to punish the boy, but just to scare him and
let him go.

Years later, a band of Indians led by that boy's father ambushed
Edward’'s son as he was traveling between settlements. When the
father realized that this was Edward Bunker's son, he let him escape in
order to return the favor. Edward’s compassion for the Native
Americans saved the life of his son.
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On another occasion Edward and Emily were traveling through the
Arizona Desert and planned to stay at a well-known watering hole. A
few miles before the campsite, Edward felt prompted that they should
stop for the night and stay where they were. There was some
grumbling, as everyone was looking forward to resting at the oasis.

The next morning when they reached the watering hole however, they
found that a band of Indians had attacked the group of people who had
camped there the night before. Because Edward followed the spiritual
prompting, his family was spared.










After years of living in the Saint George area, Edward wanted to try
something different. He hoped to build a community of people who

were completely united and shared all of their possessions in common,
called at the time the United Order. This led to the establishment of

Bunkerville in Nevada.

This settlement was unique, as it was the only instance where living in
perfect harmony actually yielded a financial profit for those involved.
For nine years, he served as bishop in Bunkerville, guiding the
community in their efforts to live in unity and cooperation.




In his later years, Edward was ordained as a Fatrfarch a role he |
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Edward and Emily on a Trip to Arizona







FuT jors Pge
PWT Faiph Srges Dougiag
Pl mdward Sl
Bplnia Bormn Comy Kmbal
LT Liarss Can
PYT Chrsmphae Ly
Wary BoTes Baoi Beowe
Py Charigs Sea Hawcook
T Dk Chbfdy
= I Jetrgs WRSZEn Ml
Pl o e Cins Bytass
PYT Joke Cros Thomgaon
FyT doseph & Tayior
FYT Jlaran foremoe
SAT Fadaet Hawtss Al
Bhattni Wiard Jae See
T Jesies Sl Browr.
55T Wiae Bal WAgi
FuT oy Waght Shage
CPL Alcingar Breowr,
PuT Daoipe Rasmingen  Boys
P Dvar Dasirey Woroese
Pl Do Dot il Snovsie
(s AT
T e
BOT Dasa Ty
FT e BB

i e O e R R e

b g
==

=

iy
TR T T I |

= -

=
[ S

Lryivorsof the bdormon Battalion, phatographed in 1837 i & jubdles calebration

of the arrival of Mormon ploneers in the Grest 5ait Lake Valley on july 34, 184T

Ganrge E. Anderson protographed the Vetersn Piorearsaf 1847 as ik ware

ssembled in front af the Sssembly Mall on Temple Sguee. The hattalion v

g red by Pradiden] el Pok 1o ight Inthe Mecioes War, JES-18E, The L
battalion’s farmaus manch began at Wirter Quarters | noyw Owmakia, Mebrazia).

toldiers wene eguipped 8 Fort Leavenwntrth, Kansas and cortireaed on bo San

Diega

Inchiaded wid WMary MoRes Black Brovwn, widde of Captils Mres Browh, léader
af Comgany C and The Sick Dete mant.

1897 Mormon Battalion Reunion




