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When did we travel there?
June 2015

What does it cost?
Admission is $3 per person or $8 per vehicle 
(if you are lucky enough to get a parking spot).

What is the closest city?
Boulder, Colorado - where we stopped for 
pizza after the hike!

Pet friendly?
Yes. We brought Silas.

Hours?
Sunrise to sunset. This is a state park and open 
every day of the year but check the website 
for any specific park alerts. During our trip, 
the Rattlesnake Gulch Trail - upper loop was 
closed to protect the Golden Eagles. 

What to do inside the park?
Hike! Bring a cooler and have a picnic. Take 
photos of the sandstone cliffs, the South 
Boulder Creek, or the Continental Divide 
when you get to the overlook at the top.

Notes of interest?
It wasn’t until we actually got to the entrance 
that we learned most cars don’t get a parking 
spot and the only place to park is about a mile 
or more back down the dirt road we drove up 
on. We headed back down, parked on the side 
of the “paved” road (parking on the dirt road 
will get your towed), and made the 20 minute 
trek by foot back up to the entrance.  

TIP: Go during the week if you want even 
more peace and quiet.

My favorite website for quick info on Eldorado 
Canyon State Park:

TRAVEL DETAILSTRAVEL DETAILS

www.cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/eldoradocanyon/pages/default.aspx 

http://www.penpaladventurebook.com
http://www.penpaladventurebook.com
http://www.cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/eldoradocanyon/pages/default.aspx
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As crowded as we thought 
it was due to the lack of 
parking, our hike was 
peaceful and quiet. The 
picnic areas seemed to attract 
more people than the trails.

“ “

http://www.travelguides2go.com
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Eldorado Canyon State Park
It was only our 2nd day in Colorado 
but we were itching to hike and get 
a better view of those snow capped 
mountains in the distance. 

Home base during our trip was 
in Aurora, which is a suburb of 
Denver - about 15 minutes outside 
of downtown. So just to get our feet 
wet, we chose to take the quick trip 
to Eldorado Springs, just outside of 
Boulder, which was about a 30 minute 
drive from Aurora. 

We had a rental van for the week, so 
Lucia and I packed up a cooler of water 
and gatorade, along with the kids - 
Marissa, Billie and Keely - AND the 
dog, Silas, who had plenty of room to 
relax in the Town & Country... and we 
headed for the Canyon.

Being a resident of Upstate New York, 
where the elevation is less than 400’ 
above sea level, I was worried that 
climbing would have a negative affect 
on our abilities, but even at just under 
6000’ no one had any concerns. 

Our hike from the car to the overlook 
at the top took about 4 hours, with 
several stops along the way for selfie’s, 
a hand washing in the very cold creek  
and a bathroom break.

It took us less than an hour to get back 
down.

Highest elevation today: 7,500’

Physical address:
9 Kneale Road
Eldorado Springs, CO 80025

Eldorado Canyon offers over five 
hundred technical rock climbing 
routes which brings climbers from 
around the world.

“ “

http://www.penpaladventurebook.com
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One Spectacular Sunday

http://www.travelguides2go.com
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Pearl Street Mall
Since we didn’t bring food, we 
were seriously famished after our 
adventure through Eldorado Canyon 
State Park. 

Just a few miles down the road we 
stumbled across what us “Upstate 
New Yorkers” call a “commons” 
area. In Colorado, these pedestrian 
only streets filled with shops and 
restaurants are called “malls.”

The Pearl Street Mall in downtown 
Boulder offered us much needed 
nourishment, entertainment, and of 
course, a whole lot of able bodied 
young homeless people looking for 
a handout.

We grabbed pizza and relaxed for a 
short bit before heading back.

NOTE: Dogs are not allowed at the 
Pearl Street Mall.

Physical address:
Pearl Street
Boulder, CO 80302

http://www.boulderdowntown.com/

Boulder Colorado has been 
named“America’s foodiest City” 
by Bon Appetit magazine.
“ “

http://www.penpaladventurebook.com
http://www.boulderdowntown.com/


7www.penpa ladven tu re bo o k . c o m  

Boulder, Colorado

http://www.travelguides2go.com


Enjoy this 
travel guide?

CLICK HERE 
for more 

destinations

http://www.magcloud.com/browse/issue/593227
http://www.penpaladventurebook.com

