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SOCIAL SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO ARE 65+

For older people living in the Mornington Peninsula
community, our social support volunteer program
Staying Connected matches and coordinates volunteers
who provide you with one-to-one social support.

Our volunteers may provide home visiting,
social outings or social support activities,
and of course, a little fun, laughter and

companionship along the way!

For more information, please

1300 558 368 contact@genu.org.au
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UNIQUE ART EXHIBITION
AND SILENT AUCTION

A fundraising event in aid of Peninsula Home Hospice

Saturday 21 March 2020 - 5:30 to 7:30pm
Southern Buoy Studios - 2/19 Carbine Way, Mornington

Art is exhibited anonymously - this could be your opportunity to secure a
painting by a renowned or emerging artist whilst enjoying...

finger food / drinks / music / auction

Visit www.unframed-art.com
to book your ticket ($30) through TryBooking link

on the website or phone Mary on 5973 2438 Peninsula

A HomeHospice

Do not delay, tickets are limited!!
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“There is an ongoing commitment to agent
services in Mornington over future years for as
long as the Mornington community utilise the
service.”

Mr Davis-Meehan said moving from 160 peo-
ple a day to something that might be manage-
able over 15 hours a week would be a “poison
chalice for any organisation taking it on”.

“My concern is that the demand will be so
unmanageable that it will just cause grief for the
organisation and the public in trying to cope,”
he said.

Services Australia general manager Hank
Jongen said the change was in response to a
“significant reduction in customers visiting the
service centre”.

“We regularly review our face-to-face services

EXANDING public transport in Frankston has
been listed as a “priority initiative” by Infrastruc-
ture Australia.

Infrastructure Australia’s latest priority list
shows that “optimising the existing bus network,
increasing bus service frequency and coverage,”
and “upgrades to rail services and infrastructure”
are seen as ways of improving Frankston.

The list includes 150 “priority” or “high prior-
ity” projects and initiatives throughout Australia.

Committee for Greater Frankston CEO Ginevra
Hosking described Frankston’s inclusion as “fan-
tastic news and proof that solving the region’s
lack of public transport is a state and nationally
important project, one that’s vital to unleash the
potential of our region”.

“Our submission detailed how the rail exten-
sion would become the backbone of a revitalised
transport system to benefit 400,000 residents, a
population comparable to Canberra’s,” she said.

However, Committee for Mornington Peninsu-
la president and former Dunkley MP Bruce Bill-
son said Infrastructure Australia needed to “lift its
gaze beyond the east of Frankston in relation to
transport requirements to consider the needs of
the Mornington Peninsula”.

“Our region has the lowest access to public
transport facilities within metropolitan Mel-

Ralying for Centrelink

to ensure service delivery is sufficient to meet
community needs,” Mr Jongen said.

“What we’re seeing is people increasingly
using different channels to connect with the
agency and access services, with the availabil-
ity and convenience of mobile apps and online
facilities.

“Customers from the Mornington area can
continue to access the Frankston and Rosebud
service centres.”

Cr Hearn said increased foot traffic at other
Centrelink sites would increase congestion and
queue waiting times. “The shire was not advised
or consulted on this matter, nor was the local
community, and the intended closure date gives
very little time for service users to make other
arrangements,” he said.

Peninsula misses out as Frankston
gets transport ‘priority’

bourne, and this raises the question again about
whether policy makers and transport planners
even consider the Mornington Peninsula to be
part of the metropolitan Melbourne”, Mr Billson
said. “This impacts our community by inhibiting
access to educational services, jobs and visitor
connections to the region.”

A proposal to extend the Frankston rail line to
Baxter had been the subject of a business case,
which was handed to the federal government in
October last year.

The federal government has promised $225
million towards the project, while the state gov-
ernment has not announced a financial contribu-
tion.

In April 2019, Frankston Council and Morning-
ton Peninsula Shire expressed joint support for a
staged extension of the Frankston line to Hast-
ings.

Frankston mayor Cr Sandra Mayer said on Fri-
day that “the need for electrified rail services be-
yond Frankston is strengthening” as population
increased across the south east Melbourne and
the peninsula.

Frankston Council has called on the federal
government to release the rail electrification busi-
ness case, completed in late-2019 by the Victo-
rian government. Brodie Cowburn

Talking Hens is a family

There’s nothing like the friendship
and entertainment that you receive
from our laying hens

- a pleasure to be shared!

Looking for backyard hens
but unsure where to start?

business that enjoys Download
backyard hens. our FREE,
We specialise in Beginner’s Guide to
supplying friendly, Backyard Chickens at:
sl www.TalkingHens.com.au
quality products to keep them ~
happy and healthy.

Farm visits: Open 4 Days
Friday, Saturday,
Sunday or Monday
between 10am - 4pm.
For enquiries, call

0406 691 231 or

www.facebook.com/TalkingHens

3590 Frankston-Flinders Rd Merricks.
www.TalkingHens.com.au
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