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Those of you who were here, as many of you were, on Jan 1 will remember your 
star word—a word that we chose, to remind us to focus on and consider that aspect 
of our faith, throughout the year.  My star word is “disciple.” It’s a noun and a 
verb, we are called to be disciples and we are called to disciple.  And this 
morning’s gospel reading is about exactly how that happens, that call.   

The thing about becoming a disciple of Jesus is that you change.  You change 
because you are following Jesus, because you are on that path, and not on whatever 
path you left behind.  You change, to become a disciple, but you are still you.  In 
fact, you are called because you are you.  You are called to be you, for the Lord. 

In the passage I just read, the disciples absolutely change.  They drop everything.  
They change focus, they change their primary loyalty.  They change where they 
sleep, how they live, what they do in the course of a day, all of that is completely 
different once they have decided to follow Jesus.  They have been fishermen, 
family men, good sons out mending the nets with their father.  We later learn that 
Peter lives with his mother-in-law, so at least one of the disciples is married.  They 
are living lives very much like the lives of their neighbors, their parents, even their 
ancestors.  All of that changes when they have what seems to be a very brief 
encounter with Jesus.   

And by the way, please tell me that Jesus said something else before he said, 
“follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Tell me there was conversation 
about the meaning of life, about the loving, embracing nature of God, about the 
most important commandment being the one that says we love God with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength.  Tell me there was some opportunity from what 
Jesus said, and how he was in relationship to them, for the disciples to see his 
powerful love--before he said, you should follow me.  Because once he says 
“follow me,” actually not a suggestion but a demand, once he says those words, 
they do it.  Boom.  Like well-trained dogs, they respond to the command 
immediately, no second thoughts.   



Speaking of dogs, these days I often am speaking of dogs.  I have two at my house 
now, which is a new thing to which I and the two dogs are still adjusting.  So I find 
myself thinking about dogs a lot.  There was a song back in the 90s—Everything 
reminds me of my dog.  That’s pretty much where I’m living right now.  So it’s not 
surprising that the passage reminds me of my dogs, in the way that the disciples 
seem to respond instantly to Jesus’ command, like the well-trained dogs I dream 
of.  “Follow,” and they follow.   

One of perhaps three commands that my primary dog does well is, “leave it.”  This 
is different than “drop it,” because “drop it” could mean “drop the ball so I can 
throw it and you can run after it.”  “Leave it” is when the dog has my shoe, or my 
credit card, or something truly gross, and he knows that once he leaves it, he’s not 
going to get it back again.   

The disciples are told, in essence, “leave it.”  All of it.  Later we’re told that they 
left houses and wives and parents and children—all of it.  And they’re not getting 
it back, until the kingdom comes.   

So yes, they are asked to change.  But at the same time, they are not asked to be 
anyone other than themselves.  They will take the fishing skills they’ve learned 
from childhood and carry those over into preaching the gospel.  Not sure how that 
works exactly, but the thing is that Jesus assures them, there’s a continuity, there’s 
a way you can still do you, you will still be fishermen, but you will be you in the 
service of God.  You will be you as a disciple of Jesus.   

Consider Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.  He’s weird, right?  He tries to hide 
his weirdness, to cover up his glowing nose, but it doesn’t work.  Santa, though, 
like Jesus, sees Rudolph’s weirdness as a gift, a skill, a guiding light.  Rudolph 
needs to be exactly who he is, only he needs to put his Rudolphness, the special 
weirdness of his glowing nose, into service for others.    

And here’s a real life example, in case you’re not swayed by 60s holiday specials.  
I had a roommate in seminary with a loud voice.  The more passionate she was 
about her subject matter, the louder her voice got, until you could actually feel she 
was shouting.  But you could not say anything to her about it, because all her life 
she had already been told--soften your voice, turn down the volume, too loud, so 
she was terribly sensitive about it.  Somehow she had never been able to tone it 
down, despite feeling it was kind of a handicap.  By the way, I suspect that had she 
been a man, she might not have been made to feel quite so socially unacceptable 
for speaking loudly.  But here’s the thing, when she was called to the ministry, and 



she began preaching, she realized, this thing I’ve struggled with all my life is a 
gift!  Rather than complaining about her loud voice, people in the congregations 
she served repeatedly told her, I can hear you so well!  Basically becoming a 
disciple for her meant taking the thing about herself she most wished she could 
change, and putting it to use for the spreading of the good news.  To a lot of aging, 
hearing impaired Christians, not unlike myself.  

Jesus doesn’t go far in search of disciples.  He make a home in Capernaum and 
begins from there to gather his crew.  He chooses the people among whom he 
lives.  They are not well-educated; they are not gurus or rabbis or monks.  They are 
working people, with not much time in their days to wonder about the divine.  But 
clearly they are people who have been longing for something more, they are people 
in search of meaning.  People who want to connect their lives more deeply to God.   

I’m assuming Jesus doesn’t have to go far to find disciples, because he is able to 
put anyone’s unique gifts into the service of God. He goes to his own people, the 
people of Galilee, and he urges them to follow him.  He looks at what they are 
doing to survive, mostly good work in and of itself, and he tells them, “leave it.”  
And they do.   

At the same time, he transforms the thing that have been doing, the thing that has 
been their labor and their struggle, their identity for better or for worse; he drafts 
who they are into the service of God.  This is vocation.  The thing we are called to 
do is the thing that we can do better than most, the skill that can be translated from 
something that hinders us, like a too-loud voice or a too-red nose, to something 
that builds up the body of Christ.   

What I’m saying, I suppose is, if you can knit, find a way to knit for Jesus—talk to 
Dot McCloy if you can’t think of one.  If you’re good with numbers, be on the 
stewardship committee or be the person on any committee who keeps track of 
spending.  If you can sing, by all means sing out.  If you’re good with technology, 
we definitely need you; if you’re good with people, we absolutely need that too. If 
you can play an instrument, I really would love to know it.  And if you can lay 
concrete, we want to know about that too.  About the only skills that we would be 
hard pressed to harness for the Lord’s work would be if you were a career assassin.  
If you have no skills—well, I don’t really believe you have no skills—but let’s 
pretend you really have no skills—there is plenty you can do to build up the body 
of Christ that requires no special skills, only the gift of willingness and 
commitment.   



There is, we like to think, a great extent to which the church community reflects 
the love of God in this place.  And God’s love can use each of us to do miracles for 
each other and for people whose names we do not yet know.  Even more so, God 
can use the combination of us, the community we form together with all of our 
diverse weirdnesses—all of our loud voices and bright noses—God cannot wait to 
use that community to bring new life to each of its members and to the world 
around it.  Amen. 

 

   


