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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Scottish Sleuths Vacation
Bible School curriculum series. Each year, our
Scottish Super Sleuths, Angus McTavish and
Professor Dabney Thornwell, are called in to
solve a Biblical “case” with the help of the VBS
children. The detective characters symbolically
portray the message that we want the students
to learn to become thoughtful investigators of
Biblical truth.

This year, the Case of the Evangelical
Encounters brings us to a study of the life of
Christ. Specifically, we will learn what happens
when people meet Jesus! Mary and Joseph,
Nicodemus and John the Baptist, and the
Pharisees and Sadducees all had “evangelical”
encounters with Jesus. They were impacted
with the GOOD NEWS in the person of Christ,
whether they knew it or not. We will also learn
from Christ’s encounters with the Canaanite
woman, the woman at the well, doubting
Thomas, and the men on the road to Emmaus.

Curriculum Distinctives

1. Focuses on the verbal transmission of
Bible stories (The art of storytelling).

2. Emphasizes class discussion in an open
guestion and answer format.

3. Age-appropriate.

4. Maximizes the small amount of time with
profound truths without trying to be too
theologically elaborate.

5. Reduces the amount of “busy work.”

6. Does not overload with too much content or
too many activities.

Vacation Bible School is a ministry of the

local church that is intended to be primarily
evangelistic in nature. The curriculum presents
the gospel message from God’s Word in
the context of loving relationships between
teachers and their students. It is vital for each
teacher to remember that VBS is all about:
a) Showing the love of Christ to each one of
your students;
b) Faithfully and clearly presenting the
gospel of Jesus Christ from God’s Word; and,
c) Praying for God’s Spirit to do His
sovereign work in the lives of the VBS
children.

Please feel free to use your creative energy to
mold this curriculum to your own personality
and the learning styles of your particular
students. Remember that the end goal of all our
teaching is to bring students face-to-face with
the gospel of Jesus Christ with full dependence
on His Spirit to change hearts and minds.

On Classroom Setup
The most important thing to remember about

your classroom setup is that it should be
conducive to learning. Arrange the room in
such a way that the students can effectively
hear and see the teacher(s) and have classroom
discussion. Also, post the Scripture Memory,
Application Points and other visual aids that will
focus the minds of the children on God’s truths.

Don’t worry about decorating according to the
theme—but you are welcome to be as creative
as possible. The priority is making the room a
place that helps the children learn.
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OVERVIEW OF DAILY LESSONS

REVEALED
DAY ONE

Theme: Jesus is REVEALED as Savior.
Bible Text: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:22-52
Scripture Memory: | John 4:14-15

REVERSES
DAY TWO

Theme: Jesus REVERSES the Curse.
Bible Text: John 3
Scripture Memory: John 3:35-36

REJECTED
DAY THREE

Theme: Jesus is REJECTED by Prideful Hearts.
Bible Text: Matthew 12:1-7, 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-13, 8:11-13, 12:18-27
Scripture Memory: Acts 4:11-12

REDEEMS
DAY FOUR

Theme: Jesus REDEEMS Lost Sinners.
Bible Text: Matthew 15:21-28; John 4
Scripture Memory: Galatians 4:4-5

RELIEF
DAY FIVE

Theme: Jesus brings RELIEF of Fear and Doubt.
Bible Text: John 20:19-28; Luke 24:13-34
Scripture Memory: Review all memory verses
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SCRIPTURE MEMORY

DAY ONE: | JOHN 4:14-15

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

DAY TWO: JOHN 3:35-36

The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.

DAY THREE: ACTS u:11-12

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.

DAY FOUR: GALATIANS 4:4-5

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as sons.

DAY FIVE: REVIEW ALL MEMORY WORK

Note: All Scripture Memory passages are from
the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted.
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DAILY SCHEDULE

8:00 - 9:15 OPENING PROGRAM

8:15 - 9:U5 WELCOME/ICEBREAKER
BIBLE LESSON

8:45 - 10:05 MUSIC

10:05 - 10:25 CRAFTS

10:25 - 10:U5 BIBLE APPLICATION

10:4S5 - 11:05 RECREATION

11:05 - 11:25 SNACK TIME

11:25 - 11:45* BIBLE MEMORY

11:45 - NOON CLOSING PROGRAM

*Day Five Only: 11:30 - Noon
Closing Celebration
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JESUS IS REVEALED AS SAVIOR

DAY ONE

BIBLE TEXT

Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:22-52

MEMORY VERSE

| John 4:14-15

SCRIPTURE TRUTH

Jesus is revealed as the light to His people and Savior of the
world at His birth and first years on this earth.

LESSON AIM

For the students to know that only when Jesus reveals
Himself to us and our sins to us can we be saved. Christ
alone shows us the Father!
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OPENING PROGRAM

The opening program includes a skit to
introduce the day’s theme, a time of singing, and
announcements. After the opening program, go
with your students back to your classroom.

O

WELCOME

Introduce yourself, your co-teacher(s), and your
classroom helpers. Greet the boys and girls
warmly, working diligently to memorize their
names. Make sure each student has a name tag.

&

ICEBREAKER

[Note: Each day’s icebreaker is intended to: 1)
help build relationships between leaders and
students, and between students themselves;
and, 2) help “warm up” the students so that
they will engage in conversation about the
Bible Lesson.]

Today’s question: “If you could meet one Bible
character (other than Jesus), who would it be,
and why?”

Have all students answer. Start with your
own answer. Encourage the students to listen
closely to each answer. Help the students to
briefly discuss what they would like to ask their
Bible character.
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Transition: How awesome would it be if we
could meet some of those people in heaven
one day! But, more importantly, we all need to
meet Jesus. Encountering Jesus is all that really
matters!

O

BIBLE LESSON

[Note: The “Bible Lesson” time is intended to:
1) Allow the students to read and hear God’s
Word and gain understanding of what it says;
2) Raise questions in their minds that will be
discussed during the “Bible Application” time.]

Materials: Bibles, one per student. [All in-text
references are from the ESV.]

Introduction: This week, our Bible lessons will all
come from the Gospels of the New Testament.
What are the names of the four Gospels?
[Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.] We will focus on
what happens when people ENCOUNTER Jesus.
Do you think they will be changed? We’ll see!

Have all of the students turn in their Bibles to
Matthew 1.

Read Matthew 1:18-21.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in
this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. ** And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2° But
as he considered these things, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary



JUNIOR TEACHER’S MANUAL - CASE OF THE EVANGELICAL ENCOUNTERS

as your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. ?* She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.”

Discussion: Why did Joseph want to divorce
Mary? [Because she got pregnant before they
were married.] What stopped Joseph from
divorcing Mary? [An angel appeared and told
him not to be afraid to marry Mary.] What was
Jesus sent to do? [To save His people from their
sins.]

Let’s continue. Read verses 22-25.

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet: 2* “Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall
call his name Immanuel” (which means, God
with us). 2* When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him:
he took his wife, 2> but knew her not until she
had given birth to a son. And he called his name
Jesus.

Discussion: What other name was Jesus to
be called? [Immanuel.] What does that name
mean? [God with us.]

Have the students turn to Luke 2.

Let’s read more. Read Luke 2:22-26.

22 And when the time came for their purification
according to the Law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
male who first opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”) ?* and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord,
“a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”
2> Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous
and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2¢ And
it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
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that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ.

Discussion: Why did Mary and Joseph bring
Jesus to Jerusalem? [He was the firstborn son,
so He had to be redeemed and purified.] What
was a man named Simeon promised? [That he
wouldn’t die until he met Christ!]

Listen to what happens. Read verses 27-35.

27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him according to the custom of the
Law, 2 he took him up in his arms and blessed
God and said, # “Lord, now you are letting your
servant depart in peace, according to your
word; 3° for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.” 3 And his
father and his mother marveled at what was
said about him. 3* And Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child
is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 3* (and a
sword will pierce through your own soul also),
so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

Discussion: Wow! Simeon had lots to say
when he met Jesus! What was the response of
Mary and Joseph? [They marveled.] What was
Simeon’s main point about Jesus? [Jesus is the
Savior!]

Let’s read more. Read verses 36-38.

3% And there was a prophetess, Anna, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband sevenyearsfromwhenshewasavirgin,
37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. *® And
coming up at that very hour she began to give
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thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Discussion: Why did Anna the prophetess begin to
give thanks for the redemption of God’s people?
[Because she met Jesus.] She waited a long time
to meet the Savior!

Go to verse 41. Read verses 41-47.

1 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year
at the Feast of the Passover. ¥ And when he
was twelve years old, they went up according
to custom. ** And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, ** but
supposing him to be in the group they went a
day’s journey, but then they began to search for
him among their relatives and acquaintances, *
and when they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, searching for him. ¢ After three
days they found him in the temple, sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them
guestions. ¥ And all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers.

Discussion: How old is Jesus on this trip to
Jerusalem? [Twelve.] What happened? [He stayed
behind; His parent’s lost Him.] When the teachers
of the law met Jesus, how did they respond? [They
were amazed!]

Let’s finish for now. Read verses 48-52.

¢ And when his parents saw him, they were
astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son,
why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and | have been searching for you in
great distress.” *° And he said to them, “Why
were you looking for me? Did you not know
that | must be in my Father’s house?” *° And
they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. ** And he went down with them
and came to Nazareth and was submissive to
them. And his mother treasured up all these
things in her heart. > And Jesus increased in
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wisdom and in stature and in favor with God
and man.

Conclusion: Why did Jesus stay behind in
Jerusalem? [To be in His Father’s house.] How
did Joseph and Mary respond to what Jesus
said? [They didn’t understand.] How did Jesus
behave as a child and youth? [He was perfectly
submissive to his parents.]

Close this time with prayer, thanking God for
His Word.

@

MUSIC

Escort your children to the Music Area. The
Music Team will lead the class in a time of
singing and learning the various VBS songs. Use
this time for a break.

0
CRAFTS

Go with your students to the Crafts Area. The
VBS Crafts Team will lead your students in a
crafts project. You may also use this time to
prepare for Bible Application time.
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BIBLE APPLICATION

[Note: The Bible Application time is intended
to help the students think about how the Bible
Lesson applies to their lives. The focus is on
providing a practical emphasis using the key
concepts of the lesson. For visual reminders,

post these points in the room as you present
them.]

Application Point 1:
Jesus Christ is “God with us”

We read today that God’s angel told Joseph
to marry Mary and give their firstborn son
a name. What was it? [Immanuel.] And we
learned that Immanuel means “God with us.”
Jesus is the Son of God who lives among His
people.

Back in Bible times, most people believed in
“gods” that lived far, far away. Even today,
many people think that God is distant or that
He just created the world and has left us to our
own. So why is this name of Jesus so important?
Allow answers.

It is amazing that God would choose to live
among His people! In the Old Testament, God
dwelt among His people in the form of a glory
cloud. But now, in the New Testament, the
second person of the Trinity is born as a baby
boy! Our God is not far away—He is with us.

When you become a Christian, how does Jesus
become “God with us?” Allow answers. Jesus
Christ lives in us and we live in Him!

So, for the Christian, how does “God with us”
change the way you live? Allow answers. [Help
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the students think about living consciously
with Christ in them. We have a real
relationship with Christ. His Spirit enables us
to live for Him!]

Application Point 2:
Jesus is the light for revelation

When Simeon encountered Jesus, he said these
words about Him: “..a light for revelation
to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.” What does the word REVELATION
mean? Allow answers. Revelation is the act of
making something that is unknown KNOWN.

So when we talk about Jesus being the “light
for revelation,” it means that He makes God
the Father known to us. So can people KNOW
God without KNOWING Jesus? No way! Jesus
reveals the GOOD NEWS of God.

So, why can’t people just come to know God on
their own? Allow answers. [Help the students
understand that our sin separates us from
God and blinds us from the truth.] We need
Jesus as the Light of the World to REVEAL God
to our hearts.

Simeon also said that Jesus would come “so that
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
That’s a second REVELATION from Jesus. He
REVEALS God to us, and our hearts to us as
well. Why do we need our hearts REVEALED?
Allow answers. When we see the depth of sin
in our hearts we will long for a Savior!

One more thing. How did Mary and Joseph
usually respond to Jesus? [They marveled,
and they didn’t understand.] Even Jesus’ own
parents needed the truth REVEALED to them.
All people will only come to the knowledge of
the TRUTH when Jesus is their REVELATION!
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Application Point 3:
Whoever confesses Jesus as Lord

will be saved

When the angel appeared to Joseph in a dream,
he said these words: “She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” Did you know that
the name “Jesus” means that “God saves?” He
was given this name to proclaim salvation to
His people.

So, does Jesus save everyone from their sins?
[No.] Why not? Allow answers. [Help them
understand that Jesus saves His people—the
people that God chooses, and who put their
faith in Him.] /t may seem unfair that Jesus
only saves His people from their sin—until we
remember that NONE of us deserve salvation.
Why don’t we deserve salvation? Allow
answers.

According to God’s Word, how does one become
saved from sin and death? Allow answers. Yes,
you have to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God. You have to receive Him as LORD of
your life. You have to confess yourself to be a
sinner and that He is the only one who can save
you. We will talk more about this all week long.

Finally, we also read these words about Anna,
the prophetess: “And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.” The people were
waiting for redemption, or SALVATION. So, Anna
was telling them all about Jesus! What about
you? Do you confess that Jesus is SALVATION to
the world? Or do you keep it to yourself?

Close in prayer, thanking God for Jesus our
Savior!
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o

RECREATION

Go with your children to the Recreation Area.
The Recreation Team will be responsible for
your students during this time. This is your
break.

SNACK

Snacks will be delivered to your classroom or to
a snack area. Have a volunteer lead the class in
a prayer of thanks for the food and drink. Make
sure the students respect each other while
eating and clean up after themselves.

O

BIBLE MEMORY

Begin by reminding the students
importance of memorizing God’s Word:

1.

the

We “hide it in our hearts” so we will turn
away from sin and obey God.

2. It changes the way we think—focusing on
pleasing God instead of pleasing self.
3. It helps us to know Jesus more and love

Jesus more.

If time, relate to the students how Scripture
memory has impacted your life.
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Say: So our first “evangelical encounter”
revealed that Jesus is the Son of God and the
Savior of the world. If Jesus had not been
revealed, then we would be lost in our sins.
Whoever confesses that Jesus is Lord will be
saved! This is the testimony of the Word and
the Spirit to our hearts.

Have the students open their Bibles and read
this section of Scripture aloud several times.

Today’s Scripture Memory is found in
I John 4:14-15
And we have seen and testify that the
Father has sent His Son to be the Savior
of the world. Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him,
and he in God.

Activity: Memory Toss. Bring in a soft “sponge”
ball or beanbag. Whoever you toss it to must
say the first part of the memory verse. When
the student cannot remember a part of the
verse or misses a word, he or she must toss
it to another student. Keep playing the game
until all students have had a chance, or time
is up.

Hand out Scripture memory reminder cards
and encourage the students to spend time in
memorization.
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@

CLOSING PROGRAM

Go with your students back to the area
designated for the Closing Program.
Remind them to be respectful of others on
their way to and during the Closing Program.
Afterwards, escort the students to their
pick-up location.

END DAY ONE



