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The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word…
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

FALL QUARTER



WELCOME
Psalm 25:4–5
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME
History Review
5 mins.

W.O.W!
Prophet
5 mins.

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION
Ezekiel 1–20
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME
Ezekiel 11:19–20
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE | EZEKIEL 1-20

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE
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The Book of Ezekiel introduces us to an exiled Jewish priest of God 
who sees a vision of the glory of God—which calls him to the offi ce 
of prophet. Ezekiel prophesies to the nation of Judah as they suffer 
in exile in Babylon. After receiving a glimpse of the holiness of God, 
Ezekiel is told to tell God’s people all about the LORD’s righteous 
wrath against them. God’s people have become rebellious idolaters, 
disobedient to God’s law and a shame to God in front of the watching 
world. They deserve to be punished, and that is exactly what the 
exile in Babylon is all about. Death and destruction is the natural 
consequence for the generations of violence and wickedness that 
has transpired in Judah.

Yet in the midst of God’s righteous, holy anger and severe judgments, 
we also see the grandeur of His grace. In Ezekiel 11, we hear God 
promise to restore His people by giving them new spirits and hearts 
of fl esh to replace their stony hearts. He will restore them to their 
land and continue to be their God. This glimpse of the new covenant 
in Christ speaks loudly that salvation is of God alone. He alone can 
change sinful hearts.

In Ezekiel 18, God’s people are rebuked for a proverb which claimed that 
they were punished for their parents’ sins. The LORD makes it clear 
that the soul that sins will die, but the soul that follows God will live.

Briefl y read through the fi rst twenty chapters of Ezekiel to get a feel 
for this Old Testament book of prophecy. II Kings 24 is also good to 
read over for context.

Old Testament prophecy often seems obscure and irrelevant to our 
children (and even to us). Yet we face the same problems Judah had 
2,500 years ago. We serve a holy, righteous God. He is rightfully 
angry over sin. We have rebellious, disobedient hearts. We need our 
hearts to be changed from hearts of stone to hearts of fl esh. These 
issues make the Book of Ezekiel extremely relevant to us today. 
Enjoy a brief look at a powerful prophetic message!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT



THE WELCOME SERVES AS 
BOTH AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT TO 
HELP THEM GET FOCUSED. 
EACH WEEK, YOU WILL 
BEGIN WITH QUESTIONS 
OR AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILDREN AND HELP 
THEM THINK ABOUT GOD 
AND HIS WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RECALL 
AND REHEARSE WHAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT 
IN THE PAST—AT HOME, 
SCHOOL AND/OR 
CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS THE 
INVESTIGATING GOD’S 
WORD… CURRICULUM 
TO COVER MUCH MORE 
BIBLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING THE 
SAME BIBLE STORIES OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 25:4–5.

4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your 
paths. 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you 
are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day 
long

Say: We come to Sunday School in order to learn God’s ways and 
discover God’s truth. Since we put out hope in God as our Savior, it 
only makes sense that we would want Him to be our Teacher. Are 
you ready to learn from Him today?

Now, it’s time for what we call DRILL TIME. This will be our weekly 
opportunity to review what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions are a review of some of the Old Testament 
history of God’s people: Who were God’s chosen people? Who 
were Israel’s fi rst three human kings? After Solomon died, Israel 
was divided into what two kingdoms? Who carried off Israel into 
captivity? Who carried Judah into captivity?

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answers:
 1. The Israelites.
 2. Saul, David, Solomon.
 3. Judah and Israel.
 4. The Assyrians.
 5. The Babylonians, led by Nebuchadnezzar.

Say: Our studies this quarter center on the time before and during 
Judah’s captivity in Babylon. This was a dark time for the people 
of God. Their rebellion had brought them a long way from the glory 
days of David and Solomon. God punished His unfaithful people by 
the hand of pagan nations. We will learn more about who God is as 
we read these prophetic books of the Bible.



W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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THE W.O.W! IS THE WORD 
OF THE WEEK. THIS 
ELEMENT IS INCLUDED TO 
HELP THE CHILDREN BUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL AND 
BIBLICAL VOCABULARIES. 
THESE WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEK, THE BIBLE 
LESSON WILL BE PLACED 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
BY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE 
CHILDREN LEARN HOW 
THE STORY OF REDEMPTIVE 
HISTORY FITS TOGETHER. 
BIBLE STORIES MUST NOT 
BE VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO BE 
SHOWN AS A PART OF A 
MUCH BIGGER PICTURE. 
THE TIMELINE IS A USEFUL 
TOOL TOWARD THAT END.

Each week, we will defi ne a new word, so we can build our Christian 
vocabulary. Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is PROPHET. 
Write it on the board. This is a familiar word. What is a PROPHET? 
Allow answers.

A PROPHET in the Old Testament was someone called by God to 
bring His message to people. Sometimes PROPHETS predicted the 
future. Yet their primary function was to call on people to repent of 
their sins and become obedient to God.

Moses is typically considered the fi rst and greatest of the Old 
Testament PROPHETS. John the Baptist is thought of as the last of 
the Old Testament PROPHETS, even though we read about him in the 
New Testament.

In between those men, God called many others to be PROPHETS to 
both Judah and Israel. Many of them have books of the Bible named 
after them—what we call “The Prophetic Books.” Ezekiel is one 
PROPHET who prophesied to Judah while they were in captivity. We 
will be studying his prophecies today and next week.

DAVID

1010 BC 722 BC 587 BC 4 BC

ISRAEL
INTO
CAPTIVITY

JUDAH
INTO
CAPTIVITY

As you study Ezekiel 1-20 today, draw this timeline on the 
board. Ezekiel prophesied during the years of 592-570 BC.

This Week’s Timeline

JESUS



BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART AND 
SOUL OF THE WEEK’S 
LESSON. IT PLUNGES 
THE STUDENT DIRECTLY 
INTO GOD’S WORD, NOT 
SIMPLY A PARAPHRASE OF 
A BIBLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE BIBLE READING IS 
TAKEN IN SHORT SECTIONS, 
SEPARATED BY TIMES OF 
DISCUSSION, QUESTIONS, 
AND APPLICATION POINTS. 
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STOP, THINK ABOUT AND 
DISCUSS WHAT IS BEING 
READ.

Have the students turn in their Bibles to the Book of Ezekiel.
Introduction: We don’t know much about Ezekiel. What we do 
know is that he was one of God’s people who was carried off by 
Nebuchadnezzar into captivity in Babylon. God called Ezekiel to be 
a prophet among His people, Judah. We get a few more details in 
Ezekiel 1. Let’s read some of it together.

Read Ezekiel 1:1-3.
1In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fi fth day of the 
month, as I was among the exiles by the Chebar canal, the heavens 
were opened, and I saw visions of God. 2On the fi fth day of the 
month (it was the fi fth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), 3the 
word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in 
the land of the Chaldeans by the Chebar canal, and the hand of the 
LORD was upon him there.

Discussion: What else do we learn here about Ezekiel? [He’s 30 years 
old; he’s a priest; his father’s name was Buzi.] Most importantly, we 
learn that the hand of the LORD was upon him. This meant that God 
had chosen Ezekiel to be His prophet. The rest of this fi rst chapter 
describes a vision Ezekiel had of the LORD, and it ends in verse 28.

Read Ezekiel 1:28.
28Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I 
saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.

Discussion: The LORD showed Ezekiel His glory, much like He 
showed Moses His glory. The LORD then spoke to Ezekiel and told 
him many things to tell Judah. Ezekiel was now God’s mouthpiece, 
His prophet.

Let’s move to Ezekiel 3. Read Ezekiel 3:1-9.
1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you fi nd here. Eat 
this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my 
mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son 
of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fi ll your 
stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as 
honey. 4And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel 
and speak with my words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people 
of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel— 
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THIS GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING TIPS OR 
IMPORTANT EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION MAY ALSO 
APPEAR ON THE SIDEBAR.

6 not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose 
words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to such, they 
would listen to you. 7 But the house of Israel will not be willing to 
listen to you, for they are not willing to listen to me: because all 
the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. 
8 Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces, and your 
forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9 Like emery harder than fl int 
have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at their 
looks, for they are a rebellious house.”

Discussion: In this vision, what did Ezekiel have to eat? [A scroll.] 
How did it taste? [It tasted as sweet as honey.] These were God’s 
words that Ezekiel ate—they were given to him so he could tell 
God’s words to Israel. Would Israel listen to Ezekiel? [No—they were 
stubborn.] God’s people had hard hearts. Yet the LORD would make 
Ezekiel a tough prophet who would not be afraid of Israel!Let’s see 
what happens next. 

Application: God’s Word should be sweet to your soul. God’s Word is 
your food! It should be so sweet to you that you want to study it and 
share it with others. Like Ezekiel, Christians are called to tell others 
about what God’s Word says.

Let’s read some of God’s message to Israel, starting in Ezekiel 5. 

Read Ezekiel 5:5–8.
5“Thus says the Lord GOD: This is Jerusalem. I have set her in the 
center of the nations, with countries all around her. 6And she has 
rebelled against my rules by doing wickedness more than the nations, 
and against my statutes more than the countries all around her; for 
they have rejected my rules and have not walked in my statutes. 
7Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you are more turbulent 
than the nations that are all around you, and have not walked in my 
statutes or obeyed my rules, and have not even acted according to 
the rules of the nations that are all around you, 8therefore thus says 
the Lord GOD: Behold, I, even I, am against you. And I will execute 
judgments in your midst in the sight of the nations.

Discussion: Strong words from the LORD to His people! How does 
God describe Judah? [Wicked, rebellious, disobedient, more unruly 
than other nations.] What is God going to do about it? [He will execute 
judgment on Judah in front of the world.] Let’s move on to our next king.
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Application: As God’s people, aren’t we often just like the Israelites?
We rebel against God. We disobey God’s commands. Christians can 
often be just as sinful as other people in the world. Do you see yourself 
as a sinner? Do you see yourself as having a rebellious heart? Ezekiel’s 
words are for us today too!

Let’s read more in Chapter Six. Read Ezekiel 6:1-7.
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“Son of man, set your face 
toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 3and 
say, You mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus 
says the Lord GOD to the mountains and the hills, to the ravines 
and the valleys: Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and 
I will destroy your high places. 4Your altars shall become desolate, 
and your incense altars shall be broken, and I will cast down your 
slain before your idols. 5And I will lay the dead bodies of the people 
of Israel before their idols, and I will scatter your bones around your 
altars. 6Wherever you dwell, the cities shall be waste and the high 
places ruined, so that your altars will be waste and ruined, your 
idols broken and destroyed, your incense altars cut down, and your 
works wiped out. 7And the slain shall fall in your midst, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.

Discussion: Ezekiel prophesied against the mountains and hills of 
Israel because God’s people had built idols and altars to false gods on 
them. Worshipping idols was the height of rebellion against God. The 
LORD has always destroyed all false gods of His people.

Let’s go over to Ezekiel 11. Read Ezekiel 11:16-20.
16Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: Though I removed them 
far off among the nations, and though I scattered them among the 
countries, yet I have been a sanctuary to them for a while in the 
countries where they have gone.’ 17Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord 
GOD: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the 
countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land 
of Israel.’ 18And when they come there, they will remove from it all its 
detestable things and all its abominations. 19And I will give them one 
heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart 
of stone from their fl esh and give them a heart of fl esh, 20that they 
may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Discussion: Wow! After all of the sin and rebellion of God’s people, 

APPLICATION POINTS ARE 
WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC 
OF THE DISCUSSION, 
RATHER THAN BEING 
LEFT TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.
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does it surprise you that God is going to take them back to Himself? We 
see God’s grace here, don’t we? Even though Israel receives severe 
punishment, in the end God restores them to Himself. What is He 
going to do for His people? [Gather them up from the nations, give 
them a heart of fl esh, teach them to again obey His commands.] 
God’s grace is for sinners. God will save His people from their sins.

Application: We also need God to take our hearts of stone and 
change them to hearts of fl esh. With new hearts, we can follow God’s 
ways through faith in Christ. But God must work in our hearts fi rst! 
He must restore us to Himself. We cannot do it, since we are rebels 
like Israel. God is a gracious God!

Now, let’s see what God says in Ezekiel 18. Read Ezekiel 18:1-4. 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, 
declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you 
in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well 
as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.

Discussion: Ezekiel rebukes God’s people for coming up with the 
saying: “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge.” This silly proverb says that the children were 
getting punished for their parent’s disobedience. In other words, 
God’s people were calling God unfair; they thought He was punishing 
them for sins their parents committed. The LORD lets them know that 
all people are responsible for their own sin!

He continues in verse 25. Read verses 25-32.
25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and 
does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done 
he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he 
shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from 
all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; 
he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord 
is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. 
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Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your 
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 
will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death 
of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”

Application: It’s easy to blame our problems on someone else. He hit 
me fi rst! She made me angry! But God holds each person responsible 
for his or her own sin. The goal is simple: God wants us all to repent 
and live!

Let’s fi nish by reading some of Ezekiel 20. Read verses 5–12.
5and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: On the day when I chose 
Israel, I swore to the offspring of the house of Jacob, making myself 
known to them in the land of Egypt; I swore to them, saying, I am 
the LORD your God. 6On that day I swore to them that I would bring 
them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had searched out 
for them, a land fl owing with milk and honey, the most glorious of 
all lands. 7And I said to them, Cast away the detestable things your 
eyes feast on, every one of you, and do not defi le yourselves with the 
idols of Egypt; I am the LORD your God. 8But they rebelled against 
me and were not willing to listen to me. None of them cast away the 
detestable things their eyes feasted on, nor did they forsake the idols 
of Egypt. “Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them and 
spend my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 9But 
I acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be profaned in the 
sight of the nations among whom they lived, in whose sight I made 
myself known to them in bringing them out of the land of Egypt. 
10So I led them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the 
wilderness. 11I gave them my statutes and made known to them my 
rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live. 12Moreover, I 
gave them my Sabbaths, as a sign between me and them, that they 
might know that I am the LORD who sanctifi es them.

Discussion: Does this sound familiar? God is recounting the history 
of Israel. Bottom line: God is faithful, but His people are faithless. God 
saves and has mercy; God’s people disobey.

Let’s end with a few more verses. Read verses 39–40.
39“As for you, O house of Israel, thus says the Lord GOD: Go serve 
every one of you his idols, now and hereafter, if you will not listen 
to me; but my holy name you shall no more profane with your gifts


