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II Kings 13

II Kings 14:1–22, II Chronicles 25

II Kings 14:23–15:7, II Chronicles 26

II Kings 15:8–38, II Chronicles 27

Hosea

Amos

II Kings 16, II Chronicles 28

II Kings 17

Micah

II Kings 18:1–12, II Chronicles 29–31

II Kings18:16–37, II Chronicles 32:1–19

II Kings 19–20, II Chronicles 32:20–33

II Kings 21, II Chronicles 33

II Kings 22–25, II Chronicles 34–36,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations

LESSON SEQUENCE

LESSON ONE

LESSON TWO

LESSON THREE

LESSON FOUR

LESSON FIVE

LESSON SIX

LESSON SEVEN

LESSON EIGHT

LESSON NINE

LESSON TEN

LESSON ELEVEN

LESSON TWELVE

LESSON THIRTEEN

WINTER QUARTER

The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word…
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

FALL QUARTER



WELCOME
Psalm 119:33–34
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME
OT History Books
5 mins.

W.O.W!
History
5 mins.

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION
II Kings 13
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME
Psalm 103:13–14
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE |  II KINGS 13

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE
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We begin this quarter’s studies smack dab in the middle of the book 
of II Kings. The nation of Israel has been divided since I Kings 12, so 
many years fi lled with good kings and evil kings have passed. This 
chapter briefl y describes the reigns of Jehoahaz and Joash. Both 
kings followed their forefather, Jeroboam, in calf-worship. Both 
did evil in the sight of the LORD and faced continual confl ict from 
other nations for their sinful leadership. Even when God had pity on 
Jehoahaz and the Israelites, they still did not repent of their sins, 
remaining hard-hearted. 

We also read two last stories about God’s great prophet, Elisha. In 
one, he uses bow and arrow to condemn Joash for his lack of faith 
in God’s promises. Then after Elisha dies, we read a curious story 
of an unnamed man being raised from the dead when his corpse 
comes in contact with the bones of Elisha. This miracle shows not 
only the power of God to save one man, but also that God had not 
abandoned Israel when Elisha died.

Read and meditate on II Kings 13 this week. You may also want to skim 
the fi rst twelve chapters of the book to gain some good context. Also, 
please locate a map of the “divided kingdom” to give your students 
some visual help in differentiating between Israel and Judah.

The art of reading the Bible to children is not rocket science. It 
always begins with your own love for God’s Word, which should 
then explode into a passionate telling of the stories of Scripture. 
Teaching the Bible is not about entertaining the children or keeping 
them from becoming bored; rather, it’s all about demonstrating how 
much YOU delight yourself in God’s Word (and how THEY should 
too). Passion is contagious, and it will bring each story alive. 
Teaching God’s Word is not just for those with exciting, outgoing 
personalities, but for all believers who relish and cherish the lessons 
of Scripture. Enjoy what you are called to do this quarter, by fi rst 
enjoying the Scriptures yourself and secondly enjoying the children 
as they learn God’s Word.

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT



THE WELCOME SERVES AS 
BOTH AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT TO 
HELP THEM GET FOCUSED. 
EACH WEEK, YOU WILL 
BEGIN WITH QUESTIONS 
OR AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILDREN AND HELP 
THEM THINK ABOUT GOD 
AND HIS WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RECALL 
AND REHEARSE WHAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT 
IN THE PAST—AT HOME, 
SCHOOL AND/OR 
CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS THE 
INVESTIGATING GOD’S 
WORD… CURRICULUM 
TO COVER MUCH MORE 
BIBLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING THE 
SAME BIBLE STORIES OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 119:33-34.

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; and I 
will keep it to the end. 34Give me understanding, that I 
may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.

Say: We gather together to learn from the LORD today. We read Bible 
stories so that we can learn to follow God’s ways instead of our own. 
Let’s join with the Psalmist and ask God for understanding as we 
study—so we can obey from the heart.

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME, our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s DRILL TIME review: Name the twelve books of the Old 
Testament that we call the “History Books.”

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answer:
 Joshua   Ezra
 Judges   Nehemiah
 Ruth    Esther
 I & II Samuel
 I & II Kings
 I & II Chronicles

Say: We are beginning this year in the middle of the Book of II Kings. 
This book is referred to as an Old Testament “history book” because 
it consists of a further history of the nation of Israel—now divided 
into two kingdoms (Judah and Israel). Even though it is a history, 
let’s always remember that it is fully inspired by God, meaning that 
every fact is perfect and every part is important for us to know.



W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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THE W.O.W! IS THE WORD 
OF THE WEEK. THIS 
ELEMENT IS INCLUDED TO 
HELP THE CHILDREN BUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL AND 
BIBLICAL VOCABULARIES. 
THESE WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEK, THE BIBLE 
LESSON WILL BE PLACED 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
BY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE 
CHILDREN LEARN HOW 
THE STORY OF REDEMPTIVE 
HISTORY FITS TOGETHER. 
BIBLE STORIES MUST NOT 
BE VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO BE 
SHOWN AS A PART OF A 
MUCH BIGGER PICTURE. 
THE TIMELINE IS A USEFUL 
TOOL TOWARD THAT END.

Each week, we will defi ne a new word and add it to our growing 
Christian vocabulary. Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is 
HISTORY. Write it on the board. That’s an easy one, isn’t it? You 
all probably take a HISTORY class in school every day. So who can 
defi ne this word for me? Allow answers. 

A HISTORY is a chronological (ordered by time) telling of signifi cant 
events. If you were to tell me your HISTORY, you would tell me all the 
important things that have happened in your life since your were born.

In the Bible, the HISTORY books tell us stories about God’s people 
mostly, and sometimes about another nations as well. But if you look 
closely at the word HISTORY, you can see two smaller words in it—HIS 
and STORY. HISTORY is really “HIS” STORY. HISTORY is God’s story! 
It is the story of God working in HIS world, from creation onward.

So, as you and I continue to study HISTORY together, always 
remember that we are simply studying HIS STORY!

DAVID SOLOMON

1010 BC 971 BC 931 BC 722 BC 587 BC 500 BC

THE
DIVIDED 
KINGDOM

ISRAEL
INTO
CAPTIVITY

JUDAH
INTO
CAPTIVITY EZRA

As you study your Bible Lesson today, draw this timeline on 
the board. Today’s story occurred between 814 and 781 B.C.

This Week’s Timeline



BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART AND 
SOUL OF THE WEEK’S 
LESSON. IT PLUNGES 
THE STUDENT DIRECTLY 
INTO GOD’S WORD, NOT 
SIMPLY A PARAPHRASE OF 
A BIBLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE BIBLE READING IS 
TAKEN IN SHORT SECTIONS, 
SEPARATED BY TIMES OF 
DISCUSSION, QUESTIONS, 
AND APPLICATION POINTS. 
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STOP, THINK ABOUT AND 
DISCUSS WHAT IS BEING 
READ.

Have the students turn in their Bibles to II Kings 13.

Introduction: We begin this quarter of study right in the middle of 
the Book of II Kings. Israel is still torn apart and divided into two 
kingdoms because of Solomon’s rebellion. Both Israel and Judah 
have been ruled by a mixture of good kings and evil kings, yet God’s 
people are still surviving.

Let’s plunge into our story today! Read II Kings 13:1.
1In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, 
Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and 
he reigned seventeen years.

Discussion: This fi rst verse gives us some context. We are told about 
King Jehoahaz, king of Israel (northern kingdom). He reigns at the 
same time that King Joash is reigning in Judah (southern kingdom). 
King Jehoahaz was son of whom? [Jehu.] Was Jehu a good king 
of Israel or an evil king of Israel? Who remembers? [He was an evil 
king.] So, what can we expect from his son?

Let’s see. Read verses 2-3.
2He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and followed the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; he 
did not depart from them. 3And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Israel, and he gave them continually into the hand of Hazael 
king of Syria and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael.

Discussion: No surprise here. The text says that Jehoahaz followed 
the sins of Jeroboam. Remember Jeroboam? He was the fi rst king of 
Israel when the nation was divided after Solomon died. Jeroboam 
was promised to always have his sons on the throne of Israel if he 
just followed God’s commands. But Jeroboam didn’t obey God—he 
even built golden calves for the people to worship. So, Jehoahaz must 
have done the same thing. Was the LORD happy with Jehoahaz? 
[No!] His anger burned against him and God used foreign kings to 
punish Jehoahaz and the Israelites.

Let’s continue. Read verse 4.
4Then Jehoahaz sought the favor of the LORD, and the LORD 
listened to him, for he saw the oppression of Israel, how the king of 
Syria oppressed them.

HAVE A MAP OF THE 
DIVIDED KINGDOM 
AVAILABLE TO SHOW YOUR 
STUDENTS.
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THIS GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING TIPS OR 
IMPORTANT EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION MAY ALSO 
APPEAR ON THE SIDEBAR.

Discussion: Does that surprise you? This evil king actually sought 
the LORD and asked for mercy. Does it also surprise you that the 
LORD actually listened to Jehoahaz? It shouldn’t. We serve a God of 
mercy. He does not want to see His children suffer.

Let’s see what happens next. Read verses 5-6.
5(Therefore the LORD gave Israel a savior, so that they escaped 
from the hand of the Syrians, and the people of Israel lived in their 
homes as formerly. 6Nevertheless, they did not depart from the sins 
of the house of Jeroboam, which he made Israel to sin, but walked 
in them; and the Asherah also remained in Samaria.)

Discussion: Oh no! The LORD delivers Jehoahaz and the children 
of Israel, but they keep on worshipping other gods. God’s mercy on 
them had no impact on their hard hearts.

Application: We are often just like the Israelites, aren’t we? We ask 
for God’s help, we get rescued from a situation, and then we turn 
our backs on God again, going back to our sin. God’s mercy should 
soften our hearts, boys and girls! We must continue to turn back to 
God from our selfi sh desires. 

Let’s continue. Read verses 7-9.
7For there was not left to Jehoahaz an army of more than fi fty 
horsemen and ten chariots and ten thousand footmen, for the 
king of Syria had destroyed them and made them like the dust at 
threshing. 8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz and all that he did, 
and his might, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel? 9So Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in Samaria, and Joash his son reigned in his place. 

Discussion: Not a good ending from Jehoahaz, was it? God is serious 
about our sin, and Jehoahaz’s sin brought much destruction to Israel.

Let’s move on to our next king. Read verses 10-13.
10In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son 
of Jehoahaz began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned 
sixteen years. 11He also did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 
He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel to sin, but he walked in them. 12Now the rest 
of the acts of Joash and all that he did, and the might with which he 
fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 13So Joash slept with
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his fathers, and Jeroboam sat on his throne. And Joash was buried 
in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

Discussion: Who followed Jehoahaz as king of Israel? [Jehoash.] 
Did King Jehoash follow his father’s evil ways, or did he follow God’s 
ways? [He also did evil in the sight of God.] We see yet another 
king following Jeroboam’s sin. Our sin can have consequences down 
through the generations, can’t it? 

We now move to an important story in the life of King Joash. It has to 
do with God’s prophet, Elisha.

Read verse 14.
14Now when Elisha had fallen sick with the illness of which he 
was to die, Joash king of Israel went down to him and wept before 
him, crying, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!”

Discussion: Yes, I know we just read that Joash died. Good 
observing! This story obviously happened before King Joash died—it 
serves as a fl ashback for us. It must be an important part of his 
HISTORY if it is included here. Remember Elisha? He was Israel’s 
prophet and is now about to die. Joash knew that this was bad for 
Israel. Elisha brought Israel protection from the LORD.

Let’s read this next part carefully. Read verses 15-17.
15And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and arrows.” So he took a 
bow and arrows. 16Then he said to the king of Israel, “Draw the 
bow,” and he drew it. And Elisha laid his hands on the king’s hands. 
17And he said, “Open the window eastward,” and he opened it. Then 
Elisha said, “Shoot,” and he shot. And he said, “The LORD’s arrow 
of victory, the arrow of victory over Syria! For you shall fi ght the 
Syrians in Aphek until you have made an end of them.”

Discussion: Do you get what’s happening here? Elisha uses the 
arrow as a demonstration to Joash of the LORD’s victory over Aram, 
Israel’s enemy. He was telling Joash to put his faith in God, and He 
would destroy Aram completely.

Let’s continue. Read verses 18-19.
18And he said, “Take the arrows,” and he took them. And he said 
to the king of Israel, “Strike the ground with them.” And he struck 
three times and stopped. 19Then the man of God was angry with
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APPLICATION POINTS ARE 
WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC 
OF THE DISCUSSION, 
RATHER THAN BEING 
LEFT TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.

him and said, “You should have struck fi ve or six times; then you 
would have struck down Syria until you had made an end of it, but 
now you will strike down Syria only three times.”

Discussion: What happened? Elisha told Joash to shoot his arrows 
more times if he wanted the LORD to have complete victory. But 
Joash only shot three times! This proved to Elisha that Joash only 
had half-hearted faith in the promises of God. So, Joash would only 
have three victories over Aram, not complete victory.

Application: This is a good warning for you and me too. Do we 
fully believe in the promises of God to us, or do we accept them only 
half-heartedly? In Christ we have salvation and even more blessings 
beyond—do you truly believe that? Or, do you act like that isn’t true? 
Allow discussion.

Let’s continue. Read verses 20-21.
20So Elisha died, and they buried him. Now bands of Moabites used 
to invade the land in the spring of the year. 21And as a man was 
being buried, behold, a marauding band was seen and the man was 
thrown into the grave of Elisha, and as soon as the man touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.

Discussion: Now this is a very strange and funny event! What 
happened to a dead man who was thrown into Elisha’s tomb? [He was 
miraculously resurrected!] We don’t quite know what this means, 
but we do know that Elisha, as prophet of God, was still given power 
by God to raise the dead! God can do all things, can’t He? This also 
might have been a message to Israel that even though Elisha had 
died, God did not. He was still with His people.

Let’s fi nish the chapter. Read verses 22-25.
22Now Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 
23But the LORD was gracious to them and had compassion on 
them, and he turned toward them, because of his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, nor has 
he cast them from his presence until now. 24When Hazael king of 
Syria died, Ben-hadad his son became king in his place. 25Then 
Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again from Ben-hadad the son of 
Hazael the cities that he had taken from Jehoahaz his father in war. 
Three times Joash defeated him and recovered the cities of Israel.



Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the Scripture 
Memory verse (Psalm 103:13-14) together.

Psalm 103:13–14 (ESV) 
13As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 14For 
he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.

Say: The Israelites certainly were oppressed by the Egyptians. Pharaoh 
made them slaves, gave them hard labor, and attempted to kill all 
their baby boys. Where do we fi nd safety in our times of trouble? In 
the LORD! He is stronger than the king of Egypt. He is our powerful 
protector.

Review the verse a couple of times.

Direct the students’ attentions to the bottom half of the 
bookmark. It includes reminder points of today’s lesson that can 
be discussed with their parents and reviewed during the week.

Close in prayer and dismiss the students.

LESSON-AT-HOME
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Conclusion: Just like Elisha said, Joash only defeated Aram three 
times because he did not trust God. But we also see that God 
continued to have compassion on His sinful people. Why? [Because of 
His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.] He has compassion 
on all His children today because of His covenant of grace with Jesus 
Christ. Because of Jesus we can be saved from our sin too!

We’ll pick up our reading here next time.

THE LESSON-AT-HOME 
SECTION IS THE CLOSING 
TIME EACH WEEK. 
BOOKMARKS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE STUDENTS THAT 
INCLUDE THE SCRIPTURE 
MEMORY VERSE AND 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORDS AND 
PHRASES THAT CAN SPARK 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PARENTS.


