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SPRING QUARTER

The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word…
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

WINTER QUARTER



WELCOME
Proverbs 15:14
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME
Solomon and 
Jeroboam
5 mins.

W.O.W!
Rebellion
5 mins.

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION
I Kings 12, 
II Chronicles 10
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME
Daniel 9:9–10
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE | I KINGS 12, 
II CHRONICLES 10

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE

This quarter begins with Rehoboam, son of King Solomon, ascending 
the throne of Israel. Almost immediately, the people ask Rehoboam 
to lessen the heavy yoke that Solomon put on them, promising 
allegiance if Rehoboam listened to them. Young King Rehoboam 
seeks the advice of the elders on the matter. They tell him to listen 
to the people, and they would serve him forever. More inclined to a 
tougher approach, Rehoboam rejects this advice and receives the 
counsel of his friends. After telling the people that he would make 
their lives even harder than his father did, they rebel and follow 
Jeroboam. Only the tribe of Judah remains subject to Rehoboam. 
All this happens just as the LORD said it would—as a consequence 
of the idolatry of Solomon.

King Jeroboam of Israel (the ten Northern tribes) now reigns as God 
as promised. Yet Jeroboam almost immediately begins to fear that the 
Israelites will once again serve Rehoboam when they return to Jerusalem 
to worship. So, out of fear, Jeroboam designs his own imitation religion, 
in order to keep his people home in Israel. This golden calf worship 
becomes a great rebellious sin in the eyes of the LORD.

Read and meditate on I Kings 12 and II Chronicles 10 this week. 
You may also want to obtain a map of the divided kingdom of Israel 
and Judah.

So much happens in these two parallel chapters, all surrounding 
the theme of REBELLION. Rehoboam rebels against the elders and 
does not heed their advice. Israel rebels against Rehoboam and 
follows their own king—Jeroboam. Jeroboam commits the ultimate 
rebellion by creating his own golden calf cult. All of this rebellion 
simply reminds us of our own—how we are rebels from birth against 
the God of the universe. Teach your children about their hearts of 
rebellion. Show them how easy it is to create our own religions in 
place of God. Help them to learn more about how God deals with 
His rebellious people: with discipline, love and forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT
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THE WELCOME SERVES AS 
BOTH AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT TO 
HELP THEM GET FOCUSED. 
EACH WEEK, YOU WILL 
BEGIN WITH QUESTIONS 
OR AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILDREN AND HELP 
THEM THINK ABOUT GOD 
AND HIS WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RECALL 
AND REHEARSE WHAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT 
IN THE PAST—AT HOME, 
SCHOOL AND/OR 
CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS THE 
INVESTIGATING GOD’S 
WORD… CURRICULUM 
TO COVER MUCH MORE 
BIBLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING THE 
SAME BIBLE STORIES OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 15:14.

14The heart of him who has understanding seeks 
knowledge, but the mouths of fools feed on folly. 

Say: This verse from Proverbs gives us quite a contrast between 
wise people and foolish people. Wise people seek to learn and gain 
more truth about God and His Word. Foolish people just love to feed 
on more foolishness. Which type of person are you? I hope you are 
someone who desires to learn more and more about God. That’s why 
we’re here today!

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Today’s questions are a review of 
the end of last quarter. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: Why did God take the kingdom away from King 
Solomon? Who did God choose to give most of Israel to? How many 
tribes was God going to give Jeroboam? Which tribe was going to 
stay in David’s family?

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answers:
1. Because Solomon’s heart had turned to the idols of 
his many wives. His heart turned away from God.
2. Jeroboam.
3. Ten tribes.
4. Judah.

Say: So now the people of God, Israel, will be divided into two 
kingdoms—Israel and Judah. Isn’t that sad? Solomon began to lead 
people away from God—to the worship of idols. God had to deal with 
this great sin of idolatry. Will Israel ever again be like it was under 
King David?



W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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THE W.O.W! IS THE WORD 
OF THE WEEK. THIS 
ELEMENT IS INCLUDED TO 
HELP THE CHILDREN BUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL AND 
BIBLICAL VOCABULARIES. 
THESE WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEK, THE BIBLE 
LESSON WILL BE PLACED 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
BY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE 
CHILDREN LEARN HOW 
THE STORY OF REDEMPTIVE 
HISTORY FITS TOGETHER. 
BIBLE STORIES MUST NOT 
BE VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO BE 
SHOWN AS A PART OF A 
MUCH BIGGER PICTURE. 
THE TIMELINE IS A USEFUL 
TOOL TOWARD THAT END.

Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is REBELLION. Write it on 
the board. Who can tell me what it means? Allow answers.

REBELLION is basically opposition to someone in authority. To REBEL 
means to fi ght against someone who is over you. For example, when 
your mom tells you not to do something, and you choose to do it 
anyway; that is REBELLION.

Sometimes, groups of people start a REBELLION. Long ago, the United 
States started as a REBELLION against England and its control. 
There are always REBELLIONS somewhere in our world, as people 
attempt to become free from the control of others.

The REBELLION that is most frequent is our REBELLION against 
God. God is the supreme authority over all His creation. He gives us 
a choice: Submit to His authority or REBEL against His authority. 
Because we have sinful hearts, our choice is always REBELLION! 
Only when God changes our hearts can we stop REBELLING against 
Him. Look for this word as we do our Bible Investigation today!

DEATH OF SAUL
DAVID REIGNS

1010 BC 971 BC 931 BC 500 BC

THE DIVIDED
KINGDOM

SOLOMON EZRA
ELIJAH &
ELISHA

As you study this quarter, draw this timeline on the board. 
Always remember that the students need to understand God’s 
Word in its historical context.

This Week’s Timeline



BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART AND 
SOUL OF THE WEEK’S 
LESSON. IT PLUNGES 
THE STUDENT DIRECTLY 
INTO GOD’S WORD, NOT 
SIMPLY A PARAPHRASE OF 
A BIBLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE BIBLE READING IS 
TAKEN IN SHORT SECTIONS, 
SEPARATED BY TIMES OF 
DISCUSSION, QUESTIONS, 
AND APPLICATION POINTS.
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STOP, THINK ABOUT AND 
DISCUSS WHAT IS BEING 
READ.

Introduction: Solomon is now dead. His son is ready to take over 
the throne of Israel, just like any prince would be. But what about 
God’s decree that Israel would now become a divided kingdom? We’ll 
just have to investigate God’s Word closely and see what happens!

Read I Kings 12:1.
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem 
to make him king.

Discussion: Just in case you haven’t guessed, Rehoboam is 
Solomon’s son, the prince of Israel. It seems like all of Israel is still 
united, doesn’t it? “All” Israel is about to make Rehoboam king. But 
what about what God had said would happen?

Let’s keep reading. Read verse 2.
2 And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was 
still in Egypt, where he had fl ed from King Solomon), then Jeroboam 
returned from Egypt.

Discussion: There’s Jeroboam! Do you think he is ready to take 
control of Israel now that Solomon has died? Remember, God has 
promised most of Israel to him!

Let’s see what he does. Read verses 3-5.
3And they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly 
of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4“Your father made our yoke 
heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his 
heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.” 5He said to them, “Go away 
for three days, then come again to me.” So the people went away.

Discussion: What did Jeroboam and all Israel ask from the newly 
crowned King Rehoboam? [To lighten the harsh labor that Solomon 
had put on them.] Is Rehoboam willing to do this? What is Jeroboam 
planning to do?

Let’s read on. Read verses 6-11.
6Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had 
stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, “How 
do you advise me to answer this people?” 7And they said to him, 
“If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and 
speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be 
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THIS GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING TIPS OR 
IMPORTANT EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION MAY ALSO 
APPEAR ON THE SIDEBAR.

your servants forever.” 8 But he abandoned the counsel that the old 
men gave him and took counsel with the young men whohad grown 
up with him and stood before him. 9And he said to them, “What do 
you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten 
the yoke that your father put on us’?” 10And the young men who 
had grown up with him said to him, “Thus shall you speak to this 
people who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you 
lighten it for us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little fi nger is 
thicker than my father’s thighs. 11And now, whereas my father laid 
on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined 
you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.’ ”

Discussion: Two very different pieces of advice for Rehoboam! What 
did the older elders tell Rehoboam to do? [Listen to the people and 
make their load lighter.] What did Rehoboam’s young friends advise 
him to do? [Make the burden even heavier!] Which do you think is 
the best advice—if you were a young king? What will Rehoboam do?

Let’s see. Read verses 12-14.
12So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, 
as the king said, “Come to me again the third day.” 13And the king 
answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old 
men had given him, 14he spoke to them according to the counsel of 
the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will 
add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will 
discipline you with scorpions.”

Discussion: Just as we thought! Rehoboam rejected the wisdom of 
the elders and listened to the foolishness of his young friends. He 
chose to be even a harsher and meaner king than Solomon was. 

Application: It is so tempting to only take advice that sounds good 
to us. Instead, God often gives wisdom to those older and wiser than 
we are—and we would do well to listen to it. Those older than we 
are can often lead us in the right path when our friends may take us 
down the wrong path.

But let’s read one important verse now. Read verse 15.
15 So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs 
brought about by the LORD that he might fulfi ll his word, which the 
LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.
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APPLICATION POINTS ARE 
WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC 
OF THE DISCUSSION, 
RATHER THAN BEING 
LEFT TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.

Discussion: Do you get that? The REAL reason Rehoboam decided 
to take such foolish advice was to fulfi ll God’s plan for Jeroboam. 
God was going to give Jeroboam ten of the tribes of Israel. He used 
Rehoboam’s foolish choice to fulfi ll the promise he made to Jeroboam. 
Isn’t it great to see that God is in control?

Let’s see Israel’s response now. Read verses 16-19.
16And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the 
people answered the king, “What portion do we have in David? We 
have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Look 
now to your own house, David.” So Israel went to their tents. 17But 
Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of 
Judah. 18Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster 
over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. 
And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to fl ee to Jerusalem. 
19So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

Discussion: There’s our Word of the Week! A REBELLION against 
Rehoboam broke out because of Rehoboam’s decision. Only those 
living in the towns of Judah still followed Rehoboam. What happened 
when King Rehoboam tried to force the Israelites to follow him? 
[They stoned his chief advisor, Adoram.] King Rehoboam was very 
fortunate to have escaped. So, now that Israel is in REBELLION 
against Rehoboam, who will become their king?

Let’s fi nd out. Read verse 20.
20And when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and 
called him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There 
was none that followed the house of David but the tribe of Judah only.

Discussion: Why did Israel now make Jeroboam their king? 
[Because God had planned it this way.] Only Judah stayed with 
King Rehoboam. Again, this was all according to God’s plan. 

Application: We have here yet another true story that shows us that 
God is totally sovereign and in control of the universe. The Israelites 
only chose Jeroboam over Rehoboam because God had chosen 
Jeroboam. We should always fi nd comfort in the fact that God is in 
control of all the events and circumstances of our lives.

Let’s continue. Read verses 21-24.
21When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of 
Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen warriors, to fi ght
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against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon. 22But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man 
of God: 23“Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, 
and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the 
people, 24‘Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fi ght against 
your relatives the people of Israel. Every man return to his home, 
for this thing is from me.’ ” So they listened to the word of the LORD 
and went home again, according to the word of the LORD.

Discussion: Wow! Another instance of God showing His people that 
He is totally in control. What did Rehoboam want to do now that the 
people had REBELLED against him? [He wanted to make war against 
Israel so that they would follow him again.] This would have been a 
horrible civil war, don’t you think? How did God stop Rehoboam and 
his army? [By sending a prophet to tell Rehoboam not to attack Israel.]
Rehoboam obeyed the Word of the LORD! That’s good news, isn’t it? 
God is in control of all things, even in the midst of our REBELLION.

Now, we will begin reading more about Jeroboam. Let’s see what 
kind of king he becomes.

Read verses 25-27.
25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim 
and lived there. And he went out from there and built Penuel. 26And 
Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom will turn back to the 
house of David. 27If this people go up to offer sacrifi ces in the temple 
of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn 
again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill 
me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.”

Discussion: So now we have King Jeroboam ruling the Northern 
kingdom of Israel from Shechem and King Rehoboam ruling the 
Southern kingdom of Judah in Jerusalem. Does Jeroboam strike 
you as a confi dent king? [No!] What is he afraid of? [He’s afraid 
that the people will worship in Jerusalem and then return to King 
Rehoboam.] How can he be afraid? Didn’t God promise him that he 
would rule over Israel? Is Jeroboam trusting God? [No.] 

Application: All too often, we are just like Jeroboam—we become 
afraid and forget the promises of God. God has promised the Christian 
amazing things, and yet we can act like God really isn’t in control 
or that He really isn’t looking out for us. Always remember God’s 
promises when you start to be afraid!

YOU MAY WANT TO SHOW 
A MAP OF THE DIVIDED 
KINGDOM OF ISRAEL HERE.
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Let’s continue reading. Read verses 28-29.
28 So the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said 
to the people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”       
29 And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.

Discussion: Oh no! Because he was afraid of the people going to 
Jerusalem, what did Jeroboam do? [He built two golden calves for 
the people to worship.] Does this remind you of another story in the 
Bible? [The story of the golden calf.] Jeroboam is leading the people 
into idolatry out of fear that he may lose his kingdom. Why is he so 
quick to REBEL against God?

Let’s read on. Read verses 30-31.
30 Then this thing became a sin, for the people went as far as Dan to 
be before one. 31 He also made temples on high places and appointed 
priests from among all the people, who were not of the Levites.

Discussion: Remember that only Levites could become priests, 
according to the law of God. But Jeroboam made all sorts of people 
into priests! These shrines on high places were simply more idols for 
the people to worship. Jeroboam was creating his own false religion.

Read verse 32.
32 And Jeroboam appointed a feast on the fi fteenth day of the eighth 
month like the feast that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifi ces 
on the altar. So he did in Bethel, sacrifi cing to the calves that he 
made. And he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places that 
he had made.

Discussion: Do you see how Jeroboam is just imitating the true 
religion of the LORD—even making festivals and sacrifi ces that look 
like God’s ways. But are they according to God’s commands? No! 
This is just another man-made religion.

Let’s fi nish the chapter. Read verse 33.
33 He went up to the altar that he had made in Bethel on the fi fteenth 
day in the eighth month, in the month that he had devised from his 
own heart. And he instituted a feast for the people of Israel and 
went up to the altar to make offerings.



Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the 
Scripture Memory verse (Daniel 9:9-10) together.

Daniel 9:9–10 (ESV) 
9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for 
we have rebelled against him 10 and have not obeyed 
the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, 
which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

Say: We all start this life in REBELLION against God. As we put our 
faith in Christ, we can enjoy forgiveness for our REBELLION. Will 
Jeroboam turn from his REBELLION or continue in his idol worship? 
Will you turn from your REBELLION or keep on following after your 
idols?

Review the verses.

Direct the students’ attentions to the bottom half of the 
bookmark. It includes reminder points of today’s lesson that can 
be discussed with their parents and reviewed during the week.

Close in prayer and dismiss the students.

LESSON-AT-HOME
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Discussion: Jeroboam was in total REBELLION against the LORD 
already. God had made him king, yet he refused to worship God in 
the right way. We will pick up this story here next time.

Conclusion: There are false religions all around us, boys and girls. 
They are just imitations of the one true religion—the worship of God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. All other religions 
are just REBELLIONS against God. You and I also must watch out for 
our own temptation to REBEL against God, since REBELLION comes 
up right out of our own hearts!

THE LESSON-AT-HOME 
SECTION IS THE CLOSING 
TIME EACH WEEK. 
BOOKMARKS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE STUDENTS THAT 
INCLUDE THE SCRIPTURE 
MEMORY VERSE AND 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORDS AND 
PHRASES THAT CAN SPARK 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PARENTS.

II CHRONICLES 10 IS A 
PARALLEL PASSAGE TO 
I KINGS 12. DUE TO ITS 
REPETITIVE NATURE, WE 
WILL NOT READ THROUGH 
IT IN THIS LESSON.


