
INVESTIGATING
  GOD’S WORD...

II KINGS 1–12, II CHRONICLES 21–24, JOEL, JONAH
YEAR FIVE | SPRING QUARTER

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
FOR MIDDLE ELEMENTARY CHILDREN SS05SP-E



II Kings 1–2

II Kings 3

II Kings 4:1–37

II Kings 4:38–5:27

II Kings 6

II Kings 7:1–8:6

II Kings 8:7–24, 
II Chronicles 21

II Kings 8:25–9:29,
II Chronicles 22:1–9

II Kings 9:30–10:31

II Kings 10:32–11:21,
II Chronicles 22:10–23:21

II Kings 12, II Chronicles 24

Joel

Jonah

Acts 1–14

LESSON SEQUENCE

LESSON ONE

LESSON TWO

LESSON THREE

LESSON FOUR

LESSON FIVE

LESSON SIX

LESSON SEVEN

LESSON EIGHT

LESSON NINE

LESSON TEN

LESSON ELEVEN

LESSON TWELVE

LESSON THIRTEEN

SUMMER QUARTER

The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word…
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

SPRING QUARTER



WELCOME
Psalm 77:13–15
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME
Elijah on 
Mt. Carmel
5 mins.

W.O.W!
Spirit
5 mins.

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION
II Kings 1–2
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME
II Timothy 1:7
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE | II KINGS 1–2

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE

This quarter begins with Ahaziah, son of Ahab, on the throne of Israel. 
He is just as wicked as his father, worshipping Baal rather than the 
LORD. II Kings 1 opens with Ahaziah sustaining a lifethreatening 
injury. As a Baal-worshipper, he sends his men to seek a prophesy 
from Baal-zebub. The LORD sends Elijah to intercept these men, 
who are then sent back with a word from God: Ahaziah will die for 
his faithlessness. Upon hearing the news, Ahaziah sends troops 
to capture Elijah. Elijah calls down fi re from heaven to consume 
two war parties. The third troop begs for mercy, bringing Elijah 
and Ahaziah face-to-face. Elijah repeats the word from God and 
Ahaziah dies. God is a just and jealous Judge.

II Kings 2 opens with Elijah about to be taken to heaven in a 
whirlwind. Elisha follows Elijah from place to place, grieving over 
Elijah’s impending trip to heaven. Before Elijah leaves the earth, 
Elisha asks for a double portion of his spirit—a request to become 
the next prophet of God in Israel. God grants the request as Elijah 
is taken to heaven by a chariot of fi re in a whirlwind. The school 
of prophets immediately recognize that Elisha is the “new Elijah.” 
Elisha’s fi rst major miracle is the healing of the waters of Jericho. 
Then, Elisha demonstrates the power and judgment of God when a 
gang of rebellious youths ridicule him as God’s prophet.

Read and meditate on II Kings 1-2 this week.

Even though the main human characters of these fi rst two chapters 
are Elijah and Elisha, God Himself is the true MAIN character (as 
He always is!). God judges Ahaziah for his dependence on Baal. 
God shows His power in wiping out those who would attack His 
prophets. God demonstrates His continued grace for Israel in 
providing Elisha for them. He also shows his grace at Jericho and 
His wrath for rebellious youth. These chapters are all about God. 
Show your children how powerful our God is. Focus their minds on 
God’s sovereignty over all of creation. Help them be in awe at God’s 
judgment for sin. There’s nothing better in this life than to sit back 
and wonder at the majesty of our holy God!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT
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THE WELCOME SERVES AS 
BOTH AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT TO 
HELP THEM GET FOCUSED. 
EACH WEEK, YOU WILL 
BEGIN WITH QUESTIONS 
OR AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILDREN AND HELP 
THEM THINK ABOUT GOD 
AND HIS WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RECALL 
AND REHEARSE WHAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT 
IN THE PAST—AT HOME, 
SCHOOL AND/OR 
CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS THE 
INVESTIGATING GOD’S 
WORD… CURRICULUM 
TO COVER MUCH MORE 
BIBLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING THE 
SAME BIBLE STORIES OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 77:13-15.

13 Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our 
God? 14 You are the God who works wonders; you have 
made known your might among the peoples. 15 You 
with your arm redeemed your people, the children of 
Jacob and Joseph. 

Say: Do you know that we serve an all-powerful God? Do you know 
He redeems His people? Keep these verses in your mind as we study 
God’s Word today.

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: What was the name of the mountain on which 
Elijah battled the prophets of Baal? What was the contest? What did 
Elijah do to make sure the people would know that God was the true 
God? Who sent fi re from heaven: God or Baal?

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answers:
1. Mt. Carmel.
2. Whichever “god” (God or Baal) could send fi re from
heaven—then he was the real God.
3. He poured water all over the fi rewood and sacrifi ce. 
He drenched it so much that water ran down and fi lled 
a trench.
4. God.

Say: Elijah prayed a simple prayer of faith, and God burned up the 
sacrifi ce with fi re from heaven. Baal could do nothing, since he is 
not a real god. The LORD God showed Himself to be the true God of 
Israel through this amazing miracle! We will read about Elijah for the 
last time in our lesson today.



W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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THE W.O.W! IS THE WORD 
OF THE WEEK. THIS 
ELEMENT IS INCLUDED TO 
HELP THE CHILDREN BUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL AND 
BIBLICAL VOCABULARIES. 
THESE WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEK, THE BIBLE 
LESSON WILL BE PLACED 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
BY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE 
CHILDREN LEARN HOW 
THE STORY OF REDEMPTIVE 
HISTORY FITS TOGETHER. 
BIBLE STORIES MUST NOT 
BE VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO BE 
SHOWN AS A PART OF A 
MUCH BIGGER PICTURE. 
THE TIMELINE IS A USEFUL 
TOOL TOWARD THAT END.

Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is SPIRIT. Write it on 
the board.

Often when we see the word SPIRIT in Scripture, it is the HOLY 
SPIRIT. If the word SPIRIT begins with a capital “S,” we know the 
reference is to God, the HOLY SPIRIT.

But our Word of the Week is SPIRIT with a small “s.” Who can tell me 
what your SPIRIT is? Allow answers.

Your SPIRIT is the non-physical part of you. It is the “inner” part 
you cannot see. Humans are unifi ed beings made up of body and 
SPIRIT—also called “soul.” Your SPIRIT is you! Your SPIRIT gives life 
to your body. Even when our bodies die, our SPIRITS continue to live 
on—in either Heaven or Hell.

So who here has a SPIRIT? What we all need is for our SPIRITS to 
be enlivened by the HOLY SPIRIT. Then our SPIRITS have a real life 
with Christ!

Watch for our Word of the Week today!

DEATH OF 
SAUL/
DAVID 
REIGNS

1010 BC 971 BC 931 BC 850 BC 500 BC

THE DIVIDED
KINGDOM

SOLOMON EZRA
ELISHA
MINISTERS

As you study this quarter, draw this timeline on the board. 
Always remember that the students need to understand God’s 
Word in its historical context.

This Week’s Timeline



BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART AND 
SOUL OF THE WEEK’S 
LESSON. IT PLUNGES 
THE STUDENT DIRECTLY 
INTO GOD’S WORD, NOT 
SIMPLY A PARAPHRASE OF 
A BIBLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE BIBLE READING IS 
TAKEN IN SHORT SECTIONS, 
SEPARATED BY TIMES OF 
DISCUSSION, QUESTIONS, 
AND APPLICATION POINTS.
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STOP, THINK ABOUT AND 
DISCUSS WHAT IS BEING 
READ.

Introduction: King Ahab, the wicked king of Israel, is now dead. He 
led Israel to worship Baal. He continually resisted the LORD and His 
prophets. Now, his son is on the throne. Does anyone remember his 
son’s name? [Ahaziah.]

Let’s start in II Kings 1. Read II Kings 1:1–2.
1 After the death of Ahab, Moab rebelled against Israel. 2 Now Ahaziah 
fell through the lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria, and lay 
sick; so he sent messengers, telling them, “Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, 
the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this sickness.”

Discussion: This must have been a very serious injury for King 
Ahaziah. Who did he think would tell him if he would recover or not? 
[Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron.] We learned at the end of I Kings that 
Ahaziah served and worshipped Baal just like his father and mother. 
So, he actually believes that Baal can tell him if he will get over this 
injury or not.

Let’s see what happens. Read verses 3-4.
3 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up 
to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is 
it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 4 Now therefore thus says the LORD, 
You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, 
but you shall surely die.’ ” So Elijah went.

Discussion: How did God respond to Ahaziah’s desire to seek Baal’s 
advice? [He was angry.] Ahaziah clearly showed that he rejected 
the LORD and put his faith and hope in Baal. What will be the 
consequences for Ahaziah? [He will die!]

Let’s read on. Read verses 5-8.
5 The messengers returned to the king, and he said to them, “Why 
have you returned?” 6 And they said to him, “There came a man to 
meet us, and said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you, and say 
to him, Thus says the LORD, Is it because there is no God in Israel 
that you are sending to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have 
gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ” 7 He said to them, “What kind 
of man was he who came to meet you and told you these things?” 
8 They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of 
leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”
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THIS GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING TIPS OR 
IMPORTANT EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION MAY ALSO 
APPEAR ON THE SIDEBAR.

Application: Do you think Ahaziah was happy to discover that 
Elijah had stopped his men and made this prophecy? [No!] Ahaziah 
hated Elijah, just like his father did. Why? Allow answers. Ahaziah 
hated Elijah because Elijah spoke the word of God. Ahaziah hated 
the LORD. When you stand for God’s Word, people will hate you too—
because they are in rebellion against God. Standing for truth and 
righteousness will bring persecution.

Let’s see what Ahaziah tries to do now. Read verses 9-10.
9 Then the king sent to him a captain of fi fty men with his fi fty. He 
went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to 
him, “O man of God, the king says, ‘Come down.’ ” 10 But Elijah 
answered the captain of fi fty, “If I am a man of God, let fi re come 
down from heaven and consume you and your fi fty.” Then fi re came 
down from heaven and consumed him and his fi fty.

Discussion: Wow! Ahaziah tries to capture and kill Elijah. He 
tries to show he is a powerful king. But who is more powerful 
than Ahaziah? [God is.] This story sort of sounds like Elijah on 
Mt. Carmel, doesn’t it? Elijah calls down fi re from heaven, and 
Ahaziah’s little army is destroyed.

Let’s read more. Read verses 11-12.
11 Again the king sent to him another captain of fi fty men with his 
fi fty. And he answered and said to him, “O man of God, this is the 
king’s order, ‘Come down quickly!’ ” 12 But Elijah answered them, 
“If I am a man of God, let fi re come down from heaven and consume 
you and your fi fty.” Then the fi re of God came down from heaven 
and consumed him and his fi fty.

Discussion: Sound familiar? Once again, God shows Ahaziah that 
He alone is all-powerful. He brings judgment upon the evil king of 
Israel and his army.

Will Ahaziah try to kill Elijah again? Read verses 13-16.
13 Again the king sent the captain of a third fi fty with his fi fty. And the 
third captain of fi fty went up and came and fell on his knees before 
Elijah and entreated him, “O man of God, please let my life, and the 
life of these fi fty servants of yours, be precious in your sight. 14 Behold, 
fi re came down from heaven and consumed the two former captains 
of fi fty men with their fi fties, but now let my life be precious in your 
sight.” 15 Then the angel of the LORD said to  him, “Thus says the Lord, 
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APPLICATION POINTS ARE 
WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC 
OF THE DISCUSSION, 
RATHER THAN BEING 
LEFT TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.

‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the 
god of Ekron—is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his 
word?—therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which 
you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ”

Discussion: That third captain was a pretty wise man, wasn’t he? 
He begged for mercy, and God spared his life—and the lives of his 
fi fty men. So Elijah fi nally went to Ahaziah and spoke man to man. 
What did Elijah tell Ahaziah? [You will surely die!] Will God’s word 
from Elijah come true?

Let’s see. Read verses 17-18.
17 So he died according to the word of the LORD that Elijah had 
spoken. Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of 
Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, because Ahaziah 
had no son. 18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah that he did, are 
they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

Application: Did God’s word come true? [Yes.] God showed once 
again that He hates idol worship because He is a jealous God. He 
expects His people to love and worship Him alone. Ahaziah received 
that consequence that we all deserve—unless we put our faith in 
Jesus Christ for our salvation. Following after any other god will only 
bring God’s judgment upon us!

Now on to II Kings 2. Read II Kings 2:1-3.
1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me 
as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 And 
the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and 
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your 
master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”

Discussion: What was about to happen to Elijah? [God was about to 
take him up to heaven in a whirlwind.] Remember that Elisha was 
Elijah’s attendant, given to Elijah by God. Does it sound like Elisha 
is ready for God to take Elijah to heaven? [No!]

Let’s continue. Read verses 4-6.
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has
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sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The 
sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and 
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away 
your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep 
quiet.” 6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD 
has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.

Discussion: Does Elisha want to leave Elijah? [No!] It looks like 
Elijah also knows that he is going to heaven soon. He is ready to 
leave this world and be with the LORD.

Let’s read more. Read verses 7-8.
7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.
8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, 
and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the 
two of them could go over on dry ground.

Discussion: Does that miracle sound familiar? Remember how God 
parted the Red Sea for the Israelites through Moses? Do you also 
remember how God parted the Jordan River through Joshua so the 
people could cross over to the Promised Land? God has worked 
powerfully through his leaders: Moses, Joshua, and Elijah.

Listen to these next verses. Read verses 9-10.
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall 
do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let 
there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You 
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from 
you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.”

Discussion: What do you think a double portion of Elijah’s SPIRIT 
is? The fi rstborn always received a double portion. This meant that 
the fi rstborn inherited rights and privileges that made him the new 
leader in the family. Elisha was asking to follow in Elijah’s footsteps 
and be the new prophet of Israel! He would not literally get Elijah’s 
SPIRIT, but Elisha would become the new “Elijah” of Israel. Would 
this be an easy job? [No!]

Let’s keep reading. Read verses 11-15.
11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fi re and
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horses of fi re separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, 
my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him 
no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two 
pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from 
him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then 
he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the 
water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when 
he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, and Elisha went over. 15 Now when the sons of the 
prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, 
“The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him 
and bowed to the ground before him.

Discussion: How was Elijah taken to heaven? [By chariots and 
horses of fi re (and a whirlwind).] God brought His prophet to heaven 
in a powerful way. Is Elisha now the new “Elijah” of Israel? [Yes.] 
Elisha has the SPIRIT of Elijah!

Let’s drop down to verse 19. Read verses 19-22.
19 Now the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, the situation of 
this city is pleasant, as my lord sees, but the water is bad, and the 
land is unfruitful.” 20 He said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in 
it.” So they brought it to him. 21 Then he went to the spring of water 
and threw salt in it and said, “Thus says the LORD, I have healed 
this water; from now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come 
from it.” 22 So the water has been healed to this day, according to 
the word that Elisha spoke.

Discussion: This is Elisha’s fi rst major miracle! The people of Jericho 
had lived under a curse for a long time. The water supply was killing 
them and their land. God was gracious to use Elisha to give the 
cursed city of Jericho another chance at God’s blessing.

Let’s fi nish the chapter. Read verses 23-25.
23 He went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going up on 
the way, some small boys came out of the city and jeered at him, 
saying, “Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!” 24 And he 
turned around, and when he saw them, he cursed them in the name 
of the LORD. And two she-bears came out of the woods and tore 
forty-two of the boys. 25 From there he went on to Mount Carmel, 
and from there he returned to Samaria.

THIS WAS NOT JUST A 
GROUP OF TEENAGERS 
HAVING A GOOD TIME.
THIS WAS A MOB WHO 
WAS ATTACKING GOD’S 
MAN. ELISHA WASN’T 
ACTING FROM SPITE 
OR IN REVENGE—OR 
GOD WOULDN’T HAVE 
FOLLOWED THROUGH ON 
ELISHA’S REQUEST!



Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the 
Scripture Memory verse (II Timothy 1:7) together.

II Timothy 1:7 (ESV) 
7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and 
love and self-control.

Say: There’s our Word of the Week again. What sort of SPIRIT did 
God NOT give us? [A spirit of fear.] As sinners, we are full of fear and 
rebellion. God gives us new SPIRITS—SPIRITS of power, love, and 
self-discipline. Elijah and Elisha had those sorts of SPIRITS, didn’t 
they? We will only have the SPIRIT of God’s power and love if we are 
changed by the SPIRIT of Christ! 

Review the verse.

Direct the students’ attentions to the bottom half of the 
bookmark. It includes reminder points of today’s lesson that 
can be discussed with their parents and reviewed during the 
week.

Close in prayer and dismiss the students.

LESSON-AT-HOME
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Conclusion: You may think that Elisha is just being hateful for 
calling down a curse on these youth. These youths were purposely 
ridiculing God’s prophet, thereby attacking God Himself. The LORD 
uses the beasts to punish this gang of rebels, just as He promised 
he would in Leviticus 26. Elisha now has the SPIRIT of Elijah which 
means He is led by the HOLY SPIRIT. The SPIRIT of God comes in 
power and might, to judge the wicked and to show love for His own. 

We’ll continue in II Kings 3 next time.

THE LESSON-AT-HOME 
SECTION IS THE CLOSING 
TIME EACH WEEK. 
BOOKMARKS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE STUDENTS THAT 
INCLUDE THE SCRIPTURE 
MEMORY VERSE AND 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORDS AND 
PHRASES THAT CAN SPARK 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PARENTS.


