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The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word…
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

SPRING QUARTER



WELCOME
Psalm 1:1–2
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME
David’s sin
5 mins.

W.O.W!
Judgment
5 mins.

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION
II Samuel 13–14
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME
I Peter 4:17
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE | II SAMUEL 13–14

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE
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What a way to start the quarter! On the heels of David’s grave sin 
with Bathsheba, the consequences of this sin begins to materialize 
in II Samuel 13. Just like Nathan the prophet said, violence begins to 
characterize David’s house. Amnon falls in “love” with his halfsister 
Tamar and plots to lure her into his life. He rapes her, then casts her 
aside in disgust. David does nothing to punish Amnon, so Absalom 
(Tamar’s brother) burns with hatred. Tamar is left in total devastation. 
Two years later, Absalom executes his revenge on Amnon and has his 
half-brother murdered. Absalom fl ees the country and lives in exile 
for a time.

II Samuel 14 details the return of Absalom to Jerusalem. Joab uses a 
“wise woman” from Tekoa as a Nathan-like voice in David’s life. She 
tells a false tale in order to confront David for not bringing Absalom 
back to Israel. David gives in to Joab’s manipulation, yet refuses 
to see Absalom’s face for two years. We also learn that Absalom is 
an amazingly handsome man with great hair and four children. By 
the end of the chapter, David reluctantly brings bsalom back to the 
palace and reinstates him in the family. All is not well in the house 
of David!

Read and meditate on II Samuel 13-14 this week.

Yet again, we are treated to the muck and mire of sin in the people 
of God. It’s not very pretty! What you want your children to grasp is 
not just the violence of sin, but the judgment that comes because of 
our sin. David was enjoying God’s blessing and prosperity before he 
murdered Uriah and stole Bathsheba. Now, he fi nds himself under the 
heavy hand of God’s judgment for that sin. Teach your children that 
they deserve God’s judgment for their sin as well. They will receive 
consequences for their sin in their lifetime. Yet don’t forget to teach 
the good news: that Christ has received the ultimate judgment of God 
so we do not have to spend eternity under His wrath. So while we will 
experience God’s temporal discipline for our sins, true believers will 
never have to receive God’s judgment. Share this with your children!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT



Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 1:1–2.

1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits 
in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of 
the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

Say: As we begin this quarter’s studies, it is my hope that you will 
grow to delight yourself in God’s Word. If you delight in it, then you will 
read it more and more. If you delight in it, you will live by God’s Word 
more and more. Then, the Psalmist says you will be blessed! Let’s 
delight ourselves in God’s Word today.

Next, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: How did David sin against the LORD? Who 
confronted David about this horrible sin? How did Nathan confront 
King David? What were the consequences of David’s sin?

Call on volunteers or select students to answer.

Answers:
 1. He took Bathsheba as his wife and killed Uriah, 
 her husband.
 2. Nathan, the prophet.
 3. He told David a parable, causing David to actually
 condemn himself!
 4. His baby died. The sword and calamity would never
 leave the house of David.

Say: King David repented of his sin and turned back to God. Yet the 
consequences of his horrible sin would continue all of his life. We will 
read of some of those consequences today.

THE WELCOME SERVES AS 
BOTH AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT TO 
HELP THEM GET FOCUSED. 

EACH WEEK, YOU WILL 
BEGIN WITH QUESTIONS 
OR AN ACTIVITY THAT WILL 
ENGAGE THE CHILDREN 
AND HELP THEM THINK 
ABOUT GOD AND HIS 
WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RECALL 
AND REHEARSE WHAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT 
IN THE PAST—AT HOME, 
SCHOOL AND/OR 
CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS THE 
INVESTIGATING GOD’S 
WORD… CURRICULUM 
TO COVER MUCH MORE 
BIBLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING THE 
SAME BIBLE STORIES OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is JUDGMENT. Write the 
word on the board.

Who hands down JUDGMENTS? Allow answers. Judges do! That’s 
the job of a judge—he hands down JUDGMENTS upon people. He 
declares people who stand before him either guilty or not guilty of a 
crime. If a person is guilty, then the judge makes a JUDGMENT. He 
hands out a punishment for the crime!

Since God is the JUDGE of the world, He also hands down 
JUDGMENTS. The JUDGMENTS are consequences of our sins. For 
Christians, these JUDGMENTS are also our discipline, since God 
treats us as His children.

The worst JUDGMENT a person can receive from God is the 
JUDGMENT of eternal punishment in Hell. Those who do not put their 
faith in Jesus Christ will receive that JUDGMENT.

In our Bible reading today, we will read about the JUDGMENT that 
has come into the life of David. Watch for it!

W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

As you begin this new quarter, put this timeline on the board 
to give your students some historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

MOSES

1500 BC 1375 BC 1010 BC 500 BC

PERIOD OF 
THE JUDGES

DEATH OF SAUL
DAVID REIGNS EZRA
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THE W.O.W! IS THE WORD 
OF THE WEEK. THIS 
ELEMENT IS INCLUDED TO 
HELP THE CHILDREN BUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL AND 
BIBLICAL VOCABULARIES. 
THESE WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEK, THE BIBLE 
LESSON WILL BE PLACED IN 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT BY 
USE OF A TIMELINE.

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE 
CHILDREN LEARN HOW 
THE STORY OF REDEMPTIVE 
HISTORY FITS TOGETHER. 
BIBLE STORIES MUST NOT 
BE VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO BE 
SHOWN AS A PART OF A 
MUCH BIGGER PICTURE. 
THE TIMELINE IS A USEFUL 
TOOL TOWARD THAT END.



Introduction: This quarter’s Bible Investigation is a continuation of 
last quarter’s. We are still in II Samuel and I Chronicles. David is still 
king of God’s people, Israel.

Let’s begin reading. Read II Samuel 13:1.
1 Now Absalom, David’s son, had a beautiful sister, whose name was 
Tamar. And after a time Amnon, David’s son, loved her.

Discussion: That doesn’t sound right, does it? Remember that David 
has several wives. By one wife, he has a son named Amnon. By 
another wife, he has a son named Absalom and a daughter named 
Tamar. So, Amnon and Tamar are half-siblings—same father but 
different mothers.

Summary: The rest of the story of Amnon and Tamar is extremely 
sad and horrible, so I will summarize it for you. Amnon is in love with 
Tamar, but knows he cannot marry her because she is his sister. So, 
with the help of a friend, Amnon deceives Tamar and lures her to his 
house. He attacks her and hurts her very badly. On top of that, he 
now decides that he hates her! This is a terrible sin that destroys 
Tamar. Tamar ended up living with Absalom, a broken, empty woman.

Let’s pick up our reading in verse 21. Read verses 21-22.
21 When King David heard of all these things, he was very angry. 
22 But Absalom spoke to Amnon neither good nor bad, for Absalom 
hated Amnon, because he had violated his sister Tamar.

Discussion: So we now have great turmoil in David’s house. David 
is angry with Amnon, his son. Absalom, Tamar’s brother, now hates 
Amnon too. Unfortunately, David did nothing to punish Amnon for 
this grave sin, making the family situation worse!

Let’s read on. Read verses 23-27.
23 After two full years Absalom had sheepshearers at Baal-hazor, 
which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the king’s sons. 
24And Absalom came to the king and said, “Behold, your servant 
has sheepshearers. Please let the king and his servants go with 
your servant.” 25But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let 
us not all go, lest we be burdensome to you.” He pressed him, 
but he would not go but gave him his blessing. 26Then Absalom 
said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.” And the 
king said to him, “Why should he go with you?” 27But Absalom 
pressed him until he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART AND 
SOUL OF THE WEEK’S 
LESSON. IT PLUNGES 
THE STUDENT DIRECTLY 
INTO GOD’S WORD, NOT 
SIMPLY A PARAPHRASE OF 
A BIBLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE BIBLE READING IS 
TAKEN IN SHORT SECTIONS, 
SEPARATED BY TIMES OF 
DISCUSSION, QUESTIONS, 
AND APPLICATION POINTS. 

THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STOP, THINK ABOUT AND 
DISCUSS WHAT IS BEING 
READ.
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Discussion: Now it is two years later, and Absalom is having a 
party with his sheepshearers. He asked his father, King David, to 
let Amnon come to the party. Why do you think David was surprised 
that Absalom invited Amnon? [Because Absalom hates Amnon!]
What do you think Absalom has up his sleeves?

Let’s fi nd out. Read verse 28.
28 Then Absalom commanded his servants, “Mark when Amnon’s 
heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then 
kill him. Do not fear; have I not commanded you? Be courageous 
and be valiant.”

Discussion: Now we know what Absalom is plotting! He wants to kill 
Amnon for hurting his sister Tamar so badly. Is it right for Absalom to 
murder Amnon? [No.]

Application: As much as we understand how angry Absalom must 
be, is revenge ever right? [No.] God tells us in His Word that we are 
to leave revenge up to Him—and not take justice into our own hands. 
When someone wrongs you—or one of your family members—it is 
wrong to get revenge!

Let’s read on. Read verses 29-33.
29So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and each mounted his 
mule and fl ed. 30While they were on the way, news came to David, 
“Absalom has struck down all the king’s sons, and not one of them 
is left.” 31Then the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the 
earth. And all his servants who were standing by tore their garments. 
32But Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, said, “Let not 
my lord suppose that they have killed all the young men, the king’s 
sons, for Amnon alone is dead. For by the command of Absalom 
this has been determined from the day he violated his sister Tamar. 
33Now therefore let not my lord the king so take it to heart as to 
suppose that all the king’s sons are dead, for Amnon alone is dead.”

Discussion: Did you hear that? It was Absalom’s intention to kill 
Amnon ever since the day he attacked Tamar. Absalom had been 
plotting revenge for two years! He stored up anger and bitterness 
that overfl owed into violence. 

Application: This is why God tells us not to store up anger and 
bitterness against others. It may truly lead to more violence!

THE GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING TIPS OR 
IMPORTANT EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION WILL ALSO 
APPEAR ON THE SIDEBAR.

APPLICATION POINTS ARE 
WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC 
OF THE DISCUSSION, 
RATHER THAN BEING 
LEFT TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.
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Summary: Because of this murder of a son of the king, Absalom 
has to fl ee from Israel. So now, one of David’s sons is murdered and 
another has left the country. Violence and devastation is truly on the 
house of David. This is God’s JUDGMENT on David!

Let’s read in Chapter 14. Read II Samuel 14:1-3.
1Now Joab the son of Zeruiah knew that the king’s heart went out 
to Absalom. 2And Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a 
wise woman and said to her, “Pretend to be a mourner and put on 
mourning garments. Do not anoint yourself with oil, but behave like 
a woman who has been mourning many days for the dead. 3Go to the 
king and speak thus to him.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.

Discussion: Even though David wanted to see Absalom, he was also 
angry at him for killing Amnon. He did not allow him to come back to 
Israel. So Joab, David’s advisor, is planning a scheme to get Absalom 
back into Israel. It involves this “wise woman from Tekoa.”

Listen to what she does. Read verses 4-7.
4When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she fell on her face to 
the ground and paid homage and said, “Save me, O king.” 5And the 
king said to her, “What is your trouble?” She answered, “Alas, I am 
a widow; my husband is dead. 6And your servant had two sons, and 
they quarreled with one another in the fi eld. There was no one to 
separate them, and one struck the other and killed him. 7And now 
the whole clan has risen against your servant, and they say, ‘Give 
up the man who struck his brother, that we may put him to death 
for the life of his brother whom he killed.’ And so they would destroy 
the heir also. Thus they would quench my coal that is left and leave 
to my husband neither name nor remnant on the face of the earth.”

Discussion: Of course, this story is not true. It is a made up story 
that Joab told this woman to tell David. It has to do with one brother 
who killed another, just like Absalom did to Amnon. She wanted 
David to protect her son from being killed for his crime.

Listen to what else she says. Read verses 12-17.
12Then the woman said, “Please let your servant speak a word to 
my lord the king.” He said, “Speak.” 13And the woman said, “Why 
then have you planned such a thing against the people of God? For
in giving this decision the king convicts himself, inasmuch as the
king does not bring his banished one home again. 14 We must 
all die; we are like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be
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gathered up again. But God will not take away life, and he devises 
means so that the banished one will not remain an outcast. 15Now 
I have come to say this to my lord the king because the people have 
made me afraid, and your servant thought, ‘I will speak to the king; 
it may be that the king will perform the request of his servant. 16For 
the king will hear and deliver his servant from the hand of the man 
who would destroy me and my son together from the heritage of 
God.’ 17And your servant thought, ‘The word of my lord the king 
will set me at rest,’ for my lord the king is like the angel of God to 
discern good and evil. The LORD your God be with you!”

Discussion: Do you understand what’s happening here? This “wise 
woman” uses this made up story to point the fi nger at David. She accuses 
him of being wrong for not allowing Absalom to come back to Israel.

Summary: King David fi gures out that Joab is the one behind this 
confrontation. He allowed Joab to bring Absalom back to Israel, but 
King David does not want to see his face.

We now learn more about Absalom. Read verses 25-28.
25Now in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised for his 
handsome appearance as Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the 
crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 26And when he cut 
the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; 
when it was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his 
head, two hundred shekels by the king’s weight. 27There were born 
to Absalom three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamar. 
She was a beautiful woman. 28So Absalom lived two full years in 
Jerusalem, without coming into the king’s presence.

Discussion: So what do we know about Absalom? [He’s very 
handsome, has great hair, and has four children.] We also know 
that David still refuses to see his son.

Let’s fi nish our reading for today. Read verses 29-33.
29Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but Joab 
would not come to him. And he sent a second time, but Joab would 
not come. 30Then he said to his servants, “See, Joab’s fi eld is next 
to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fi re.” So Absalom’s 
servants set the fi eld on fi re. 31Then Joab arose and went to Absalom 
at his house and said to him, “Why have your servants set my fi eld 
on fi re?” 32Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, I sent word to you, 
‘Come here, that I may send you to the king, to ask, “Why have I



Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the 
Scripture Memory verse (I Peter 4:17) together.

I Peter 4:17 (ESV) 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household 
of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the 
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

Say: This verse tells us that JUDGMENT does begin with the house 
of God. We will be judged for our sins. All those who are in Christ will 
be saved from God’s wrath. Yet those who do not obey the gospel will 
receive God’s most severe JUDGMENT.

Direct the students’ attentions to the bottom half of the 
bookmark. It includes reminder points of today’s lesson that can 
be discussed with their parents and reviewed during the week.
Close in prayer and dismiss the students.

LESSON-AT-HOME
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come from Geshur? It would be better for me to be there still.” Now 
therefore let me go into the presence of the king, and if there is guilt 
in me, let him put me to death.’ ” 33Then Joab went to the king and 
told him, and he summoned Absalom. So he came to the king and 
bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king, and the 
king kissed Absalom.

Discussion: So we learn something else about young Absalom: He 
is very demanding and manipulative! He makes sure that Joab does 
what he wants him to do by burning down his fi elds. Does King 
David welcome his son back into the family? [Yes.] Do you think it is 
good for David to bring his son back to the palace? We’ll have to see.

Conclusion: The most important lesson to learn from these chapters 
is that David is now experiencing the JUDGMENT of God for his sin 
with Bathsheba. Nathan said that violence would never leave his 
home again. Tamar was attacked. Amnon was murdered. Absalom 
was exiled and brought back again. JUDGMENT is upon David and 
his family. We too deserve the JUDGMENT of God for our sins. The 
good news is that we have a Savior who takes the JUDGMENT of all 
who put their faith in Him!

THE LESSON-AT-HOME 
SECTION IS THE CLOSING 
TIME EACH WEEK. 
BOOKMARKS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE STUDENTS THAT 
INCLUDE THE SCRIPTURE 
MEMORY VERSE AND 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORDS AND 
PHRASES THAT CAN SPARK 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PARENTS.


