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The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word… 
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

SUMMER QUARTER



WELCOME 
Proverbs 2:6–7 
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME 
Books of the Bible 
5 mins.

W.O.W! 
Impossible 
5 mins.

HISTORICAL  
CONTEXT 
Timeline 
2–3 mins.

BIBLE  
INVESTIGATION 
Luke 1 
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME 
Luke 1:37 
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE |   LUKE 1

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE
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The Gospel of Luke opens with a couple of visitations by the angel 
Gabriel. First, Gabriel visits Zechariah the priest, promising that a 
son will be born to his wife Elizabeth in her old age. Zechariah finds 
this news to be too good to be true, and is promptly silenced for 
the entirety of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. The angel tells Zechariah that 
John will turn the hearts of the people back to God and prepare the 
way for the coming Savior.

Gabriel next visits Mary, a virgin. Mary is greatly troubled, just like 
Zechariah was. She too was amazed by the promise of a son, since 
she was an unmarried woman. Gabriel makes it clear that Mary will 
be the mother of Jesus due to the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. 
Mary commits herself to the Lord.

The rest of Luke 1 includes songs of praise by Mary and Zechariah. 
Mary breaks into her Magnificat while visiting with Elizabeth—who 
also believed that Mary was giving birth to the Savior. After John 
the Baptist is born, Zechariah has his tongue released and bursts 
into song. Mary, Elizabeth and Zechariah now believe that God’s 
promised Messiah is on the way!

Read and meditate on Luke 1 this week. This lesson is longer than 
usual, so adjust your time accordingly.

Just as it was impossible for a virgin to give birth to the Son of God, 
it is impossible for any of us to have a relationship with God. Your 
children need to begin to understand the impossible situation they 
have been born into. They have been born in the impossible state of 
total sinfulness. They have entered this world separated from God. 
They have no power to forgive their own sins or find their own path to 
heaven. Can you demonstrate to them how impossible this life is? If 
they can see all of this impossibility, then they may see that nothing 
is impossible with God. The same God that sent His angel to tell 
Mary about the Incarnation is the same God who chooses to save His 
people from their sins. Nothing is impossible with God!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT



Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Proverbs 2:6–7.

6 For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding; 7 he stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk 
in integrity,

Say: Who gives us wisdom, knowledge and understanding? [The 
LORD!] He has given us His Word to help us grow in wisdom and 
knowledge. And, His Word is our protection and victory in battle. 
Let’s study God’s Word today!

First, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: How many books are there in the Bible? How 
many books are there in the Old Testament? How many books are in 
the New Testament? What are the first five books of the Bible? What 
are the first four books of the New Testament? What is the name of 
the last book of the Bible?

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answers:
1. 66.
2. 39.
3. 27.
4. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.
5. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.
6. Revelation

Say: The Bible was written by many different men over lots and lots 
of years. Yet it is all the WORD of GOD since the Holy Spirit inspired 
these men to write every word. Because the Bible is God’s Word, we 
can totally trust it. Isn’t that incredible?

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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THE WELCOME 
SERVES AS bOTH AN 
OppORTUNITY TO 
GREET THE CHILdREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT 
TO HELp THEM GET 
FOCUSEd.  EACH 
WEEk, YOU WILL bEGIN 
WITH QUESTIONS OR 
AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILdREN ANd HELp 
THEM THINk AbOUT 
GOd ANd HIS WORd.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILdREN THE 
OppORTUNITY TO 
RECALL ANd REHEARSE 
WHAT THEY HAVE bEEN 
TAUGHT IN THE pAST—
AT HOME, SCHOOL 
ANd/OR CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS 
THE INVESTIGATING 
GOd’S WORd… 
CURRICULUM TO 
COVER MUCH MORE 
bIbLICAL “GROUNd,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXpENdEd REpEATING 
THE SAME bIbLE 
STORIES OVER ANd 
OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.



Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is IMPOSSIBLE. This is a 
familiar word. Who can tell me what it means? Allow answers.

If something is IMPOSSIBLE it is incapable of occurring. Things that 
are IMPOSSIBLE do not happen! 

For example, it is IMPOSSIBLE for human beings to sprout wings and 
fly, isn’t it? It’s IMPOSSIBLE to perfectly predict what will happen in 
the future, since no human knows the future. It’s also IMPOSSIBLE 
for humans to create something out of absolutely nothing. What are 
some other things that are IMPOSSIBLE?

Some things in life just feel IMPOSSIBLE when they really are 
possible. Sometimes a test in school may feel IMPOSSIBLE. Maybe 
a chore you have to do feels IMPOSSIBLE. There’s a big difference 
between things that are truly IMPOSSIBLE and things which are just 
really hard.

Look for our Word of the Week in our reading today. Things will 
happen that are truly IMPOSSIBLE!

W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

As you begin your study of the Gospel of Luke today, draw this 
timeline on the board. Always remember that the students need 
to understand God’s Word in its historical context.

 
This Week’s Timeline

DAVID
MOSES

ABRAHAM

4000+ BC 1500 BC 1000 BC2000 BC 4 BC

ADAM & EVE
LIFE OF 
JESUS
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THE W.O.W! IS THE 
WORd OF THE WEEk. 
THIS ELEMENT IS 
INCLUdEd TO HELp 
THE CHILdREN bUILd 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL 
ANd bIbLICAL 
VOCAbULARIES. THESE 
WORdS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNdERSTANdING OF 
GOd ANd HIS WORLd.

EACH WEEk, THE bIbLE 
LESSON WILL bE pLACEd 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
bY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 
THE CHILdREN LEARN 
HOW THE STORY OF 
REdEMpTIVE HISTORY 
FITS TOGETHER. bIbLE 
STORIES MUST NOT bE 
VIEWEd AS dETACHEd 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO 
bE SHOWN AS A pART 
OF A MUCH bIGGER 
pICTURE. THE TIMELINE IS 
A USEFUL TOOL TOWARd 
THAT ENd.



Have the students turn in their Bibles to the Gospel of Luke.

Introduction: This quarter, we will investigate the Gospel of Luke, 
the third Gospel in the New Testament. Who wrote the Gospel of 
Luke? [Luke!] Luke was a physician and a missionary friend of the 
Apostle Paul. He was chosen by God to write all about the life of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Let’s begin reading together. Read Luke 1:1-4.
1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 
the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having 
followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have 
certainty concerning the things you have been taught.

Discussion: Who is Dr. Luke writing to? [Theophilus.] Why is he 
writing to Theophilus? [To present him with an orderly account of 
the life of Christ.] Luke was not an original disciple of Christ, so he 
had to rely on those who were eyewitnesses.

Let’s see how Luke starts his Gospel. Read verses 5-7.
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they 
were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.

Discussion: We are introduced here to Zechariah and his wife, 
Elizabeth. Were they followers of God? [Yes.] Yet they were old and 
they did not have any children. Do you know of other people who 
were given children in their old age—when it seemed IMPOSSIBLE? 
[Yes. Abraham and Sarah.]

Let’s see what happens next. Read verses 8-17.
8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division 
was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was 
chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  
10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the 
hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah 

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART 
ANd SOUL OF THE 
WEEk’S LESSON. IT 
pLUNGES THE STUdENT 
dIRECTLY INTO GOd’S 
WORd, NOT SIMpLY 
A pARApHRASE OF A 
bIbLE STORY.

ALL SCRIpTURE TEXT 
INCLUdEd IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANdARd 
VERSION (ESV).

THE bIbLE REAdING IS 
TAkEN IN SHORT 
SECTIONS, SEpARATEd  
bY TIMES OF DISCUSSION, 
QUESTIONS, AND 
APPLICATION POINTS. 
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMpLE OppORTUNITIES 
TO STOp, THINk AbOUT 
ANd dISCUSS WHAT IS 
bEING REAd.



YEAR THREE TEACHER’S MANUAL | SUMMER QUARTER | LESSON ONE | PAGE 8

was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the 
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has 
been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the 
Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And 
he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God,  
17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

Discussion: Who appeared to Zechariah the priest as he served 
the LORD? [An angel.] And what did the angel tell Zechariah? [That 
his wife Elizabeth would bear a son named John.] Zechariah and 
Elizabeth had been praying for a child, and the angel says that they 
will have a son. Did you hear what the angel said about what John 
will do? He will be a Nazirite, dedicated to God, and the one who will 
prepare the way for Jesus. He will turn many people back to God. 
What an amazing son he will be!

Listen to how Zechariah responds. Read verses 18-20.
18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For 
I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the 
angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.  
20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day 
that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time.”

Discussion: Did Zechariah believe what the angel Gabriel was 
telling him? [No.] He thought it was IMPOSSIBLE for an old couple 
to have a baby. What was the consequence of Zechariah’s unbelief? 
[He would be mute until his baby was born.]

Application: Your unbelief will bring consequences too. God expects 
His people to believe His promises. When we do not believe what His 
Word says, we are dishonoring God. Trust that all God’s promises will 
be kept!

Let’s keep reading. Read verses 21-25.
21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were 
wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, 

THE GREy SIDEBAR 
FOUNd ON ALL pAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE pREpARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING 
TIpS OR IMpORTANT 
EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION WILL 
ALSO AppEAR ON THE 
SIdEbAR.

APPLICATION POINTS 
ARE WOVEN INTO 
THE FAbRIC OF THE 
dISCUSSION, RATHER 
THAN bEING LEFT 
TO THE ENd OF THE 
LESSON.
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he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and 
remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went 
to his home. 24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and 
for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord 
has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my 
reproach among people.”

Discussion: Has God given Zechariah and Elizabeth a child? [Yes.] 
God always keeps His promises!

Now, Gabriel visits someone else. Read verses 26-33.
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Discussion: Now who did the angel appear to? [Mary.] What did the 
angel say will happen to Mary? [She will give birth to a son named 
Jesus.] So we have another promised son—first John, then Jesus. 
What is different about Jesus? [He is the Son of God!] John will 
prepare the way for Jesus. Jesus is the promised Son of God and son 
of David who will rule forever. Will Mary believe what the angel said?

Let’s see. Read verses 34-38.
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her.
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Discussion: Mary wasn’t even married. How could she give birth 
to baby Jesus? [The Holy Spirit will overshadow Mary.] Jesus will 
be born as fully God and fully man in a miraculous way. We call 
this the miracle of the INCARNATION—God taking on a human body. 
Mary knew that this was IMPOSSIBLE. What did the angel say about 
it? [Nothing is IMPOSSIBLE with God.] Mary trusted God that He 
would make this happen. And, did you hear that Elizabeth is her 
close relative?

Let’s read more about that. Read verses 39-45.
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, 
to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this 
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 

For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.”

Discussion: Did Elizabeth believe that Mary would be the mother 
of Jesus? [Yes.] Elizabeth knew by her baby’s response in her own 
womb that Mary was greatly blessed. Because Elizabeth was filled 
with the Spirit, she believed God’s promises!

Now, listen to what Mary says. Read verses 46-55.
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate 
of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call 
me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his 
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted 
those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

Discussion: This is known as the “Song of Mary” or the “Magnificat.” 
It is a song of praise for the birth of Jesus. Does it sound like Mary 
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knows what Jesus will do one day? [Yes.] Mary has put her faith in  
God to save His people from their sins.

Let’s read more. Read verses 56-66.
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned 
to her home. 57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, 
and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard 
that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced 
with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 
60 but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And 
they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.”  
62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted 
him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing 
God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things 
were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all 
who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then 
will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

Discussion: Just like the angel said, Zechariah stayed mute until 
the baby was born. He made sure the baby received the name the 
LORD gave him. John would be a special person for the LORD!

Now listen to what Zechariah says. Read verses 67-80.
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied, saying, 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he 
has visited and redeemed his people 69 and has raised up a horn 
of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 70 as he spoke 
by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 72 to 
show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy 
covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant 
us 74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might 
serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days. 76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 

to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of 
their sins, 78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
sunrise shall visit us from on high 79 to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of



Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the 
Scripture Memory verse (Luke 1:37) together.

Luke 1:37 (ESV) 
37 “For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Say: This is the shortest verse you will ever memorize, but one of the 
greatest in all of Scripture. Think about it: Nothing will be IMPOSSIBLE 
with God. That doesn’t mean that God will give us wings so that we 
can fly. It means that only God can save people from their sins. Only 
God can send a Savior as a baby who is both man and God. Nothing 
is IMPOSSIBLE with God! 

Review the verse a couple of times.

Direct the students’ attentions to the bottom half of the 
bookmark. It includes reminder points of today’s lesson that 
can be discussed with their parents and reviewed during the 
week.

Close in prayer and dismiss the students.

LESSON-AT-HOME
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peace.” 80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he 
was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to 
Israel. 

Conclusion: Did Zechariah now believe what the angel said? [Yes!] 
He believed that his son John would prepare the way for Jesus. He 
also believed that Jesus would save His people from their sins. This 
is just the beginning of the ministry of John! Do you believe that God 
can do the IMPOSSIBLE? It is IMPOSSIBLE for you to save yourself 
from your sins. Yet by doing theIMPOSSIBLE and sending Jesus to 
be born as a man, God will do the IMPOSSIBLE and make a way of 
salvation. Mary, Elizabeth, and Zechariah believed God could do the 
IMPOSSIBLE. I pray that you see how God is powerful to save you!

THE LESSON-AT-HOME  
SECTION IS THE CLOSING 
TIME EACH WEEk. 
bOOkMARkS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE STUdENTS THAT 
INCLUdE THE SCRIpTURE 
MEMORY VERSE ANd 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORdS ANd 
pHRASES THAT CAN SpARk 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
pARENTS.


