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SUMMER QUARTER

The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word… 
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.

SPRING QUARTER



WELCOME 
Psalm 94:12–13 
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME 
Ruth 
5 mins.

W.O.W! 
Dedicate 
5 mins.

HISTORICAL  
CONTEXT 
Timeline 
2–3 mins.

BIBLE  
INVESTIGATION 
I Samuel 1:1–2:11 
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME 
I Samuel 2:2 
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE | I SAMUEL 1:1-2:11

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE
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I Samuel opens with the story of another barren woman whom God 
uses to bring about great things amongst His people. Hannah was 
one of Elkanah’s two wives. Peninnah, the other wife, had many 
children, which made her Hannah’s bitter rival. Year after year, 
when Elkanah and his family worship at Shiloh, Peninnah uses 
this opportunity to rub salt in Hannah’s wounds.

On one such visit to Shiloh, Hannah has had enough. She cries out 
to the LORD in such a passionate way that Eli the priest thinks she 
is drunk. She vows to dedicate her son to the LORD if He would be 
so gracious as to bless her with one. God sees Hannah’s sorrow and 
answers her prayer. Hannah names her son Samuel, which means 
“The name of God.” After she weans him at three years old, Hannah 
makes good on her vow and delivers Samuel to Eli to minister at 
Shiloh.

I Samuel 2 records Hannah’s second prayer. Instead of just thanking 
God for her baby, she praises God for His holiness and greatness. 
She understands that her answered prayer is just a down payment 
of here greater salvation. Hannah knows and trusts in her great 
God!

Read and meditate on I Samuel 1–2 this week.

In one sense, Samuel is a special case. He is one of the greatest 
prophets of God that ever lived. Yet all of our covenant children 
should be dedicated to God in the same way. In prayer, we can offer 
our children to God to be used any way He sees fit. Who knows 
which of the children before you will be a future pastor, missionary, 
evangelist, teacher? How many of them will dedicate their lives 
to full-time ministry? Only God knows. As parents and covenant 
parents, we should hunger to see the next generation totally “sold 
out” to Jesus. So, as you prepare to teach this week’s lesson, pray 
for each of your children! Pray that God would save them and use 
them to advance His Kingdom—in whatever way He would see fit!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT



Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 94:12-13.

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like 
a cedar in Lebanon. 13 They are planted in the house of 
the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God.

Say: Do you believe that you are blessed when God teaches you His 
ways? You are! God’s Word disciplines us—it trains us to turn away 
from our sin and turn towards God. Only God’s Word gives us relief 
in days of trouble too. Let’s study more of that wonderful Word today!

First, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: What were the names of Naomi’s two daughters-
in-law? Which one returned to Israel with Naomi? Who was the 
kinsman-redeemer who married Ruth? What was the name of Ruth 
and Boaz’s first son? Who was Obed’s famous grandson?

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answers:
1. Ruth and Orpah.
2. Ruth.
3. Boaz.
4. Obed.
5. David.

Say: That’s a quick review of our study of the Book of Ruth. The book 
ends by pointing us forward to David. But before we can learn more 
about David, we need to finish studying the period of the judges in 
Israel. During our Bible Investigation time, you will meet the last 
judge of Israel!

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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THE WELCOME 
SERVES AS bOTH AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT 
TO HELP THEM GET 
FOCUSED.  EACH 
WEEk, YOU WILL bEGIN 
WITH QUESTIONS OR 
AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILDREN AND HELP 
THEM THINk AbOUT 
GOD AND HIS WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
RECALL AND REHEARSE 
WHAT THEY HAVE bEEN 
TAUGHT IN THE PAST—
AT HOME, SCHOOL 
AND/OR CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS 
THE INVESTIGATING 
GOD’S WORD… 
CURRICULUM TO 
COVER MUCH MORE 
bIbLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING 
THE SAME bIbLE 
STORIES OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.



Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is DEDICATE. This is a 
word we have come across before in our reading. Can anyone tell me 
what it means to DEDICATE something? Allow answers.

When the Israelites constructed the tabernacle, they were told to 
DEDICATE it (as well as all its furnishings) to the LORD. To DEDICATE 
is to set something apart for special use. The items of the tabernacle 
could only be used in the worship of God!

Many adults put money in a savings account in order to DEDICATE 
those funds to a special cause. Or, we can even DEDICATE some of 
our time each week in order to do something special for someone else.

So, to DEDICATE something means to use it only for particular 
situations. Did you know that you can also DEDICATE a person? 
A person can be DEDICATED, or set apart, for special service to the 
LORD.

In our reading today, a child will be DEDICATED to full-time service 
to the LORD. Let’s study and find out who it is!

W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

As you begin your study of I Samuel today, draw this timeline 
on the board. Always remember that the students need to 
understand God’s Word in its historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

MOSES

1500 BC 1375 BC 1010 BC 500 BC

PERIOD OF 
JUDGES BEGINS

EZRADEATH OF 
SAUL

SAMUEL 
BORN
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THE W.O.W! IS THE 
WORD OF THE WEEk. 
THIS ELEMENT IS 
INCLUDED TO HELP 
THE CHILDREN bUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL 
AND bIbLICAL 
VOCAbULARIES. THESE 
WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEk, THE bIbLE 
LESSON WILL bE PLACED 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
bY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 
THE CHILDREN LEARN 
HOW THE STORY OF 
REDEMPTIVE HISTORY 
FITS TOGETHER. bIbLE 
STORIES MUST NOT bE 
VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO 
bE SHOWN AS A PART 
OF A MUCH bIGGER 
PICTURE. THE TIMELINE IS 
A USEFUL TOOL TOWARD 
THAT END.



Introduction: This quarter, we will begin investigating the Book of I 
Samuel. This Old Testament book comes right after the Book of Ruth. 
It is a book of transitions, where Israel will change from a nation 
ruled by JUDGES to a nation ruled by KINGS.

Let’s begin reading together. Read I Samuel 1:1-2.
1There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of 
Ephraim whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, 
son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an Ephrathite. 2He had two wives. The 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other, Peninnah. 
And Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

Discussion: We are introduced now to a man named Elkanah. What 
were the names of his two wives? [Hannah and Peninnah.] Which 
wife had children? [Peninnah.] At this point, Hannah was childless.

Let’s keep reading. Read verses 3-5.
3Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship 
and to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons 
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the LORD. 4On the day 
when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah his 
wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a 
double portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had closed 
her womb.

Discussion: So now we learn why Hannah was childless. Why? 
[Because the LORD had closed her womb.] God is the creator of 
life. He is the one who gives babies to people—and He is the one 
who makes it so women cannot have babies. Now, how did Elkanah 
treat Hannah, since she couldn’t have babies? [He gave her a double 
portion when they sacrificed.] Remember that many of God’s people 
were now making yearly sacrifices at Shiloh, where the priests 
ministered. Also remember the names Hophni and Phinehas—we’ll 
learn more about them in the future.

Let’s read on. Read verses 6-8.
6And her rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because 
the LORD had closed her womb. 7So it went on year by year. As 
often as she went up to the house of the LORD, she used to provoke 
her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8And Elkanah, her 
husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you 
not eat? And why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten 
sons?”

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART 
AND SOUL OF THE 
WEEk’S LESSON. IT 
PLUNGES THE STUDENT 
DIRECTLY INTO GOD’S 
WORD, NOT SIMPLY 
A PARAPHRASE OF A 
bIbLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE bIbLE READING IS 
TAkEN IN SHORT 
SECTIONS, SEPARATED  
bY TIMES OF DISCUSSION, 
QUESTIONS, AND 
APPLICATION POINTS. 
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO STOP, THINk AbOUT 
AND DISCUSS WHAT IS 
bEING READ.
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Discussion: That’s pretty sad, isn’t it? Peninnah made fun of 
Hannah because she couldn’t have babies. Could Hannah help it 
that she couldn’t have babies? [No!] Yet, year after year, Hannah 
was provoked to tears by this other wife. It is a great heartache for a 
woman not to be able to have a baby!

Application: Have you ever had someone make fun of you? People 
can say a lot of things to hurt our feelings. They can make fun of how 
we look, how we talk, where we live, etc. Is this the way God wants 
us to treat other people? [No!]

Let’s read what happens next. Read verses 9-11.
9After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli 
the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple 
of the LORD. 10She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD 
and wept bitterly. 11And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of 
hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and 
remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his 
life, and no razor shall touch his head.”

Discussion: How did Hannah respond to all of Peninnah’s teasing? 
[She prayed.] In her sadness and distress, Hannah prayed. And, 
instead of praying for Peninnah to go away, she asked for a child—a 
son. What did Hannah promise to do if God gave her a son? [Give 
him back to the LORD.] What Hannah was saying was that she 
would DEDICATE this son to God. He would be set apart to serve the 
LORD all his life. And, he would be a Nazirite too. Do you remember 
what a Nazirite is? [A person set apart for service to God. A Nazirite 
couldn’t cut his hair, drink alcohol, or touch a dead body.]

Application: The best response to being teased and hurt by other 
people is to pray! As you grow up, my prayer for you is that you turn 
to the LORD in prayer when you are sad and hurting.

Let’s read more. Read verses 12-18.
12As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her 
mouth. 13Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, 
and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken 
woman. 14And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being drunk? 
Put your wine away from you.” 15But Hannah answered, “No, my 
lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor 
strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 

THE GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING 
TIPS OR IMPORTANT 
EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION WILL 
ALSO APPEAR ON THE 
SIDEbAR.
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16Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for all along I 
have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.” 17Then 
Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition 
that you have made to him.” 18And she said, “Let your servant find 
favor in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and ate, and her 
face was no longer sad.

Discussion: Eli was the high priest at Shiloh. What did he think 
was wrong with Hannah? [He thought she was drunk!] Was Hannah 
drunk on wine? [No!] She was praying out of her misery. When Eli 
found out she was really praying, what did he say? [May God grant 
you favor.] Hannah left Shiloh with hope—trusting that God would 
hear her prayer. Do you think God will answer her prayer?

Let’s see. Read verses 19-20.
19They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; 
then they went back to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew 
Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20And in due 
time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for him from the LORD.”

Discussion: What great news! God answered Hannah’s prayer. What 
was the name of the son that God gave Hannah? [Samuel.] Samuel’s 
name means “name of God.” Hannah knew that God had given her 
this son, so she gave him a name that would always remind her of 
that fact!

Will Hannah keep her vow? Let’s see. Read verses 21-28.
21The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD 
the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22But Hannah did not go up, 
for she said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will 
bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the LORD and 
dwell there forever.” 23Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what 
seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the 
LORD establish his word.” So the woman remained and nursed her 
son until she weaned him. 24And when she had weaned him, she 
took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of 
flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the 
LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. 25Then they slaughtered 
the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26And she said, “Oh, my 
lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here 
in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27For this child I prayed, 
and the LORD has granted me my petition that I made to him. 

APPLICATION POINTS 
ARE WOVEN INTO 
THE FAbRIC OF THE 
DISCUSSION, RATHER 
THAN bEING LEFT 
TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.
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28Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is 
lent to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there.

Discussion: Did Hannah keep her vow to the LORD? [Yes.] When 
Samuel was three years old, Hannah brought him to Shiloh and gave 
him to Eli. Over and over again, she tells Eli how the LORD had 
answered her prayers. Now, Samuel would be a lifelong Nazirite, 
and be DEDICATED to the LORD’s service the rest of his days.

Application: When you put your faith in Jesus as your Savior, you 
are also DEDICATING your entire life to the service of the LORD. Life 
with God means giving up our whole selves to Him!

Now, Hannah prays again. Read I Samuel 2:1-3. 
1And Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD; my 
horn is exalted in the LORD. My mouth derides my enemies, because 
I rejoice in your salvation. 2“There is none holy like the LORD: for 
there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 3Talk no 
more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for 
the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.

Discussion: This is a prayer of thanksgiving and rejoicing! But 
instead of just thanking God for her baby son, Hannah praises God 
for her total salvation. She knows firsthand who God is and how He 
loves His people.

Let’s read more of her prayer. Read verses 4-8.
4The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble bind on strength. 
5Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those 
who were hungry have ceased to hunger. The barren has borne 
seven, but she who has many children is forlorn. 6The LORD kills 
and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 7The LORD 
makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 8He raises 
up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to 
make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars 
of the earth are the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world.

Application: Now Hannah says even more about the great God that 
we serve. She knows that God is the giver of life. She knows that God 
lifts His people up and defeats His enemies. She knows that God is 
the Creator of all things. Do you know all these things about God? 
Will you praise Him for who He is?



LESSON-AT-HOME
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Let’s finish this prayer of Hannah’s. Read verses 9-10.
9“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall 
be cut off in darkness, for not by might shall a man prevail. 10The 
adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; against them he 
will thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 
he will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

Discussion: Did Hannah put her trust in the LORD? [Yes!] Did God 
deliver her from her struggles? [Yes!] Will He save you if you call out 
to Him? [Yes!]

Listen to this last verse. Read verse 11.
11Then Elkanah went home to Ramah. And the boy was ministering 
to the LORD in the presence of Eli the priest. 

Conclusion: So we end with Samuel ministering in the temple with 
Eli in Shiloh. God used a barren woman’s prayer to bring into this 
world a boy that will become one of the greatest of His prophets. Isn’t 
God amazing? By God’s plan, Hannah DEDICATED Samuel to the 
LORD for life. Next time, we will read more of this boy and how God 
uses him mightily in His kingdom!

Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the Scripture 
Memory verse (I Samuel 2:2) together.

I Samuel 2:2 (ESV) 
2 “There is none holy like the LORD: for there is none
besides you; there is no rock like our God.”

Say: This is a part of Hannah’s prayer. She beautifully sums up who 
God is and what He is all about. Hannah brought her sorrow to God 
and He heard her cries. She learned that there is no one else that 
could deliver her! Do you believe that? Will you DEDICATE your life to 
our holy LORD? Learn this verse and let it focus your mind on God.

Review the verse a couple of times.

Close in prayer and dismiss the students.

THE LESSON-AT-HOME  
SECTION IS THE 
CLOSING TIME EACH 
WEEk. bOOkMARkS 
ARE GIVEN TO THE 
STUDENTS THAT 
INCLUDE THE SCRIPTURE 
MEMORY VERSE AND 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORDS 
AND PHRASES 
THAT CAN SPARk 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PARENTS.


