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The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire 
quarter. The central goal of the Investigating God’s Word…
curriculum is to enable children the opportunity to read and study 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—by the time they 
“graduate” from 6th grade.
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WELCOME
Psalm 1:1–2
2–3 mins.

DRILL TIME
Days of Creation
5 mins.

W.O.W!
Exalt
5 mins.

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION
Joshua 1
20–30 mins.

LESSON-AT-HOME
Joshua 1:9
2–3 mins.

LESSON ONE | JOSHUA 1

SUGGESTED 
SCHEDULE
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As we open up the Book of Joshua, we are struck right away with the 
clear message that God is in control of the salvation of His people. 
Even Joshua’s name relates the fact that it is God who saves.

Always remember to draw the children’s attention fi rst and foremost 
to who God is and what His plan is for His people. He is the main 
character of the Book of Joshua—not Joshua or the children of Israel.

In this fi rst lesson, you will read about the leadership of Joshua, 
as well as the introductory instructions to cross the Jordan and 
capture the Promised Land. Neither Joshua nor the children of 
Israel should be thought of as simply examples to follow, but vessels 
in the hands of a sovereign God. Our faithful and right response to 
God is only possible because of the work He fi rst does in our hearts.

Read and meditate on the fi rst chapter of Joshua this week. If time, 
it would be helpful for you to go back and read Deuteronomy 34, and 
see how Joshua was “full of the spirit of wisdom” (verse 9). You may 
also want to read ahead in Joshua to see where the story is going!

The art of reading the Bible to children is not rocket science. It 
begins with your own love for God’s Word, which should then explode 
into a passionate telling of the stories of Scripture. Teaching the 
Bible is not about entertaining the children or keeping them from 
becoming bored; rather, it’s all about demonstrating how much YOU 
delight yourself in God’s Word (and, how they should, too). Passion is 
contagious, and it will bring each story alive. Teaching God’s Word 
is not just for those with exciting, outgoing personalities, but for 
all believers who relish and cherish the lessons of Scripture. Enjoy 
learning more of the Word of God as you share it with your students!

OVERVIEW

PREPARATION

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT



Greet the students. Welcome visitors. To prepare the students 
for class today, read Psalm 1:1-2.

1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits 
in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of 
the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

Say: As we gather to study God’s Word today, think about how 
it should be our DELIGHT! It should make us happy to be here to 
meditate on what God tells us in the Bible. This will keep us from 
following the counsel of the wicked, right?

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review 
what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s question: Name the Days of Creation in order; what God 
created each day.

Call on volunteers or select students to make attempts.

Answers:
Day 1  Day and Night.
Day 2   Sky (Firmament).
Day 3   Land and Seas; Plants.
Day 4   Sun, Moon, Stars.
Day 5   Fish, Birds.
Day 6   Animals, Humans.
Day 7   God Rested!

Say: God made the world in six days. Who remembers what He said 
about His creation? He said that it was good! God created all things—
it did not happen by chance, as some would want us to believe. It 
should make you give praise to God every time you remember that 
He created all things, out of nothing, by the Word of His Power, and 
all very good!Bible is God’s Word!

WELCOME

DRILL TIME
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THE WELCOME 
SERVES AS BOTH AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
GREET THE CHILDREN 
AS WELL AS AN EFFORT 
TO HELP THEM GET 
FOCUSED.  EACH 
WEEK, YOU WILL BEGIN 
WITH QUESTIONS OR 
AN ACTIVITY THAT 
WILL ENGAGE THE 
CHILDREN AND HELP 
THEM THINK ABOUT 
GOD AND HIS WORD.

DRILL TIME GIVES 
THE CHILDREN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
RECALL AND REHEARSE 
WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
TAUGHT IN THE PAST—
AT HOME, SCHOOL 
AND/OR CHURCH.

THIS ELEMENT ALLOWS 
THE INVESTIGATING 
GOD’S WORD… 
CURRICULUM TO 
COVER MUCH MORE 
BIBLICAL “GROUND,” 
SINCE TIME IS NOT 
EXPENDED REPEATING 
THE SAME BIBLE 
STORIES OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN FROM 
YEAR TO YEAR.



Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is EXALT. Has anyone 
heard this word before? One place we fi nd this word in the Bible is in 
Psalm 99:5. Read it to the children.

Psalm 99:5 (ESV)
5Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool! 
Holy is he!

Can anyone tell me what the word EXALT means? Allow answers. 
It literally means to “raise high” or to “lift up high.” Can you raise 
your hands up high with me? Raise hands in the air. When we talk 
about EXALTING the Lord, we mean that we “lift Him up” in how we 
think about Him. We have a HIGH view of our Lord. We think of Him 
as the HIGHEST being in all the universe.

We can EXALT the Lord in many ways. One of the ways we EXALT 
Him is by singing praises to Him. The words that we sing say very 
HIGH things about God. He deserves to be EXALTED by us because 
He is already EXALTED over all the earth!

W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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THE W.O.W! IS THE 
WORD OF THE WEEK. 
THIS ELEMENT IS 
INCLUDED TO HELP 
THE CHILDREN BUILD 
THEIR THEOLOGICAL 
AND BIBLICAL 
VOCABULARIES. THESE 
WORDS ARE VITAL 
TO THE CHRISTIAN’S 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOD AND HIS WORLD.

EACH WEEK, THE BIBLE 
LESSON WILL BE PLACED 
IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
BY USE OF A TIMELINE. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 
THE CHILDREN LEARN 
HOW THE STORY OF 
REDEMPTIVE HISTORY 
FITS TOGETHER. BIBLE 
STORIES MUST NOT BE 
VIEWED AS DETACHED 
SCENES—THEY ARE TO 
BE SHOWN AS A PART 
OF A MUCH BIGGER 
PICTURE. THE TIMELINE IS 
A USEFUL TOOL TOWARD 
THAT END.

As you begin your study of Joshua today, draw this timeline 
on the board. Always remember that the students need to 
understand God’s Word in its historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

Slavery in Egypt

DEATH 
OF JOSEPH

1804 BC 1400 BC 1375 BC 1000 BC

DEATH 
OF MOSES

DEATH
OF JOSHUA DAVID



Have the students turn in their Bibles to Joshua 1.

Introduction: The Book of Joshua is the sixth book of the Old 
Testament. It is considered a “historical” book, since it primarily 
teaches us the history of God’s people. Have you ever heard of Joshua 
before?

Let’s begin reading together. Read Joshua 1:1–2.
1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said 
to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 2“Moses my servant 
is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this 
people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel.

Discussion: So, we read in these opening verses of the Book of 
Joshua that the leader of the Israelites (Moses) has died. He died 
before leading God’s people into the Promised Land. God then chose 
Moses’ right hand man (Joshua) to take the lead now. Who knows 
what Joshua’s name means? [Jehovah is Salvation; God saves!]
That name is very appropriate, since it is not really Joshua who 
brings the people into the Promised Land, but it is God Himself who 
accomplishes it!

Application: Many of the names of people in the Bible have special 
meanings. What does the name Joshua mean again? [God saves.] Do 
you know what your name means? Allow a brief time of sharing.

Let’s continue to read. Read verses 3–4.
3Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given 
to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4From the wilderness and this 
Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun 
shall be your territory.

Discussion: Who’s going to give the Promised Land to the children of 
Israel? [God.] And, it sounds like there is plenty of territory for them to 
enjoy, doesn’t it?

Application: Do you regularly think about the fact that all that 
you have has been given to you by God? Your home, your family, 
your possessions—all are gifts from God. It is easy to forget this, 
especially as you get older. Many people think that they have gotten 
all that they have by their own hard work!

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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THE BIBLE 
INVESTIGATION 
TIME IS THE HEART 
AND SOUL OF THE 
WEEK’S LESSON. IT 
PLUNGES THE STUDENT 
DIRECTLY INTO GOD’S 
WORD, NOT SIMPLY 
A PARAPHRASE OF A 
BIBLE STORY.

ALL SCRIPTURE TEXT 
INCLUDED IN THE 
CURRICULUM IS FROM 
THE ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION (ESV).

THE BIBLE READING IS 
TAKEN IN SHORT
SECTIONS, SEPARATED 
BY TIMES OF DISCUSSION, 
QUESTIONS, AND 
APPLICATION POINTS. 
THIS FORMAT ALLOWS 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO STOP, THINK ABOUT 
AND DISCUSS WHAT IS 
BEING READ.
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Let’s keep investigating. Read verses 5–6.
5No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. 
Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you 
or forsake you. 6Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.

Discussion: Did you hear the great promise God gave to Joshua? 
What was it? [That God will never leave Joshua.] That sounds 
exactly like the promise Jesus made to His disciples before He died 
on the cross. The Lord also gave Joshua a command. What was it? 
[To be strong and courageous.] The only way Joshua could be strong 
was because God would always be with him.

Application: Do you ever need to be reminded that God will never 
leave you or forsake you? Tell me a situation where you needed to 
hold on to that promise. Allow some short testimonies.

Now, back to our reading. Read verses 7–9.
7Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according 
to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in 
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will 
have good success. 9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Discussion: What is Joshua commanded to do now? [To be careful 
to obey all God’s law.] Yes, he is instructed to be very careful to 
follow God’s ways in all that he does. God tells him to not “turn to the 
right or to the left.” What do you think that means? Allow answers.

Application: Have the students stand up and try to walk a 
few steps forward (in a straight line) while having their heads 
turned to the right or left. Show them how hard it is to do. The 
only way we can walk forward and be successful in what we do 
is to stay focused on God’s Word—looking straight ahead to God’s 
Way! You’ll also notice that the Lord once again told Joshua not to be 
afraid because He would always be with him. We all need constant 
reassuring, don’t we?

APPLICATION POINTS 
ARE WOVEN INTO 
THE FABRIC OF THE 
DISCUSSION, RATHER 
THAN BEING LEFT 
TO THE END OF THE 
LESSON.
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Let’s keep up our good investigating. Read verses 10–15.
10And Joshua commanded the offi cers of the people, 11“Pass through 
the midst of the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your 
provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan 
to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you to possess.’ ” 12And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13“Remember the word that 
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD 
your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 
14Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in 
the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all the men 
of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and 
shall help them, 15until the LORD gives rest to your brothers as he 
has to you, and they also take possession of the land that the LORD 
your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your 
possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of 
the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

Discussion: Joshua now turns to his offi cers and gets them ready 
to enter the Promised Land. God actually gave the people of Reuben, 
Gad, and half of the people of Manasseh land on the other side of the 
Jordan River. But, the deal was that they help the other tribes of Israel 
fi rst claim the rest of the land. It was important that ALL of Israel work 
together to take the Promised Land that God was giving them.

Now, let’s fi nish this chapter. Read verses 16–18.
16And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we 
will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17Just as we obeyed 
Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God 
be with you, as he was with Moses! 18Whoever rebels against your 
commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command 
him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and courageous.”

Conclusion: Do you fi nd it easy to obey all that your parents tell you 
to do? [No.] Obedience is impossible because of our sinful hearts. Only 
by Jesus working in our hearts can we obey God. So, are the people 
going to follow Joshua? [Yes.] They seem to be ready for Joshua’s 
strong leadership. They also claimed to obey all that Moses told them 
to do. Yet, the Bible tells us that the Israelites often grumbled against 
and disobeyed Moses! Maybe they will follow Joshua a whole lot 
better than they followed Moses. Next week we will read more of the 
story and see what happens!

THE GREY SIDEBAR 
FOUND ON ALL PAGES 
IS FOR THE TEACHER 
TO WRITE NOTES AS HE 
OR SHE PREPARES THE 
LESSON.

OTHER TEACHING 
TIPS OR IMPORTANT 
EXEGETICAL 
INFORMATION WILL 
ALSO APPEAR ON THE 
SIDEBAR.



LESSON-AT-HOME
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THE LESSON-AT-HOME 
SECTION IS THE CLOSING 
TIME EACH WEEK. 
BOOKMARKS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE STUDENTS THAT 
INCLUDE THE SCRIPTURE 
MEMORY VERSE AND 
A LESSON REVIEW. 
THE LESSON REVIEW 
CONTAINS WORDS AND 
PHRASES THAT CAN SPARK 
MEMORIES AS WELL AS 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PARENTS.

Distribute the “Lesson-At-Home” bookmarks. Read the 
Scripture Memory verse (Joshua 1:9) together.

 Joshua 1:9 (ESV)
 9 “...Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and
 do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
 wherever you go.”

Say: This verse is in our reading today, isn’t it? This was a word 
from the LORD for Joshua and the Israelites—but also for you and 
me today! As followers of Jesus, God is always with us!

Review the verse a couple of times.

Direct the students’ attentions to the bottom half of the 
bookmark. It includes reminder points of today’s lesson that 
can be discussed with their parents and reviewed during the 
week.

Close in prayer and dismiss the students.


