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This series of volumes was created to help parents teach the 
Bible to their children at home. It’s a highly interactive study 
which seeks to promote thought, discussion, and application 
as you read through the Bible together. By the time you finish 
all fourteen volumes, your family will investigate the entirety 
of God’s Word.  Each lesson is divided into five sections:

The Opening gets the lesson moving with either introductory 
thought questions, or a reading from the Psalms or Proverbs. 
This section serves as a “Call to Study.”

The Word of the Week (W.O.W!) is designed to build the 
Christian vocabularies of children. Each lesson includes a 
W.O.W! that is either a word found in the Bible text or a 
theological word that is dealt with in the passage. Often 
times, the W.O.W! is found repeatedly in the text, serving as 
a lesson theme. The W.O.W! is defined and explained in this 
section in order for your children to gain understanding. They 
will be asked to listen for it in the Bible Investigation time.

The Drill Time section is an opportunity for you to quiz 
your children to assess their Bible knowledge. Sometimes 
the questions will be a review of the previous lesson. Other 
times the questions will cover essential Bible knowledge 
that all of our children should learn. Still other times the 
questions will be from another portion of Scripture which 
connects to the lesson to be studied.

USING THIS TEACHING GUIDE

OPENING

DRILL TIME

W.O.W!
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The Bible Investigation time is the heart and soul of the 
lesson. Each passage of Scripture is read to your children a 
portion at a time, breaking it down for interactive discussion. 
The discussion sections include questions for your children 
to answer as well as other commentary on what has just 
been read. Application sections also appear throughout the 
Bible Investigation in order to put to work what is being 
studied.

The Bible Investigation time is also intended to teach your 
children how to do methodical Bible study. You will be 
helping them to observe, interpret, think through, and apply 
the Scripture.

All sections of Scripture in these volumes are from the 
English Standard Version (ESV).

At the end of each lesson, a Scripture Memory text is given 
that either comes from the lesson or connects to it in some 
way. Encourage your children to memorize Scripture each 
week to commit God’s Word to their hearts.

Enjoy studying God’s Word together as a family!

BIBLE INVESTIGATION

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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I Kings 1

Begin by reading Psalm 119:9-10.

 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By
  guarding it according to your word. 10 With my whole
  heart I seek you; let me not wander from your   
 commandments!

Say: This psalm of David calls us to study God’s Word. Only 
by learning, loving and living God’s Word can we keep our 
hearts pure. It is my hope and prayer that you are studying 
God’s Word this morning so that you can learn to obey it, 
and seek God with all your heart. Let’s follow God together!

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our opportunity to 
review what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: Who was king of Israel before David? 
How did Saul lose the throne? What made David different 
than Saul?

Answers:
 1. Saul.
 2. Saul’s rebellion against God; God removed His
  Spirit from him.
 3. David was a man “after God’s own heart.” 
 His heart was fixed on God.

LESSON 1

OPENING

DRILL TIME
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Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) is SOVEREIGN. Who can 
tell me what this word means? Allow answers.

The word SOVEREIGN is actually another name for a KING. A 
SOVEREIGN is someone who rules; one who holds absolute 
authority and control over a group of people.

We can talk about the kings of Israel as beings SOVEREIGNS, 
but that isn’t totally accurate. They do not have total authority 
or control over Israel do they? Who does? [God does!] That’s 
why we say that God is SOVEREIGN—He rules as King over 
all kings. Only God has total control of the entire universe.

In our study today, you will read the phrase “sits on the 
throne” over and over again. That is another way to 
describe someone who is a SOVEREIGN. When you become 
a Christian, we say that Jesus “sits on the throne” of your 
heart. He is your absolute ruler. You now obey His authority. 
He is your SOVEREIGN!

Isn’t it great that God is SOVEREIGN? He is in total control.

W.O.W!

Say: Saul and David were both human kings which means 
that they were both sinners like you and me. They sat 
on thrones and ruled, yet they did not have total power 
over their kingdoms. David enjoyed much success as king, 
because God’s hand of protection and favor was on him. 
He enjoyed the grace of God. We will continue studying 
the kings of Israel this quarter, learning more about the 
King of kings and our necessary response to His rule. 
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Introduction: The Book of I Kings is a continuation of the 
Book of II Samuel. We begin our reading with King David 
still ruling over Israel—but not for long! Let’s be good 
investigators of God’s Word today.

Read I Kings 1:1-4.
1 Now King David was old and advanced in years. And 
although they covered him with clothes, he could not get 
warm. 2 Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a young 
woman be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait 
on the king and be in his service. Let her lie in your arms, 
that my lord the king may be warm.” 3 So they sought for a 
beautiful young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, 
and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the 
king. 4 The young woman was very beautiful, and she was of 
service to the king and attended to him, but the king knew 
her not.

Discussion: This is sad, isn’t it? Old King David is not doing 
well; he can’t even get warm. He is getting close to death. 
This is a scary time for Israel, don’t you think? With a king 
so weak, God’s people could easily be destroyed by other 
stronger kings and nations. But who is really on the throne? 
Yes, God is the SOVEREIGN king of Israel. He continues to 
rule.

Application: Even when things don’t look like they are 
going so well in our world today, God is still on the throne!

Let’s see what happens next. Read verses 5-6.
5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, 
“I will be king.” And he prepared for himself chariots and 
horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 His father had 
never at any time displeased him by asking, “Why have you
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done thus and so?” He was also a very handsome man, and 
he was born next after Absalom.

Discussion: Adonijah is one of David’s sons. What kind of 
young man does he sound like to you? [Proud, arrogant, 
selfish, spoiled.] He seems to have been spoiled by David, 
much like Absalom, another handsome and rebellious son 
of the king. Can Adonijah just announce that he is king? 
No! David must decide who will be king after him. It is not 
Adonijah’s place. But since David is weak, he is taking his 
opportunity, isn’t he?

Let’s see what happens. Read verses 7-10.
7 He conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with 
Abiathar the priest. And they followed Adonijah and helped 
him. 8 But Zadok the priest and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
and Nathan the prophet and Shimei and Rei and David’s 
mighty men were not with Adonijah. 9 Adonijah sacrificed 
sheep, oxen, and fattened cattle by the Serpent’s Stone, 
which is beside En-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the 
king’s sons, and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but he did 
not invite Nathan the prophet or Benaiah or the mighty men
or Solomon his brother.

Discussion: Looks like we have a split among the leaders of 
Israel. Some are siding with Adonijah. Some are staying with 
David. Adonijah had a big party to declare himself king of 
Israel, but did not invite Nathan the prophet, David’s mighty 
men or even Solomon. Why not? [He knew they were loyal 
to David and against this move.] Will Adonijah get away 
with this?

Let’s continue. Read verses 11-14.
11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, 
“Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has 
become king and David our lord does not know it? 12 Now 
therefore come, let me give you advice, that you may save 
your own life and the life of your son Solomon. 13 Go in at 
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once to King David, and say to him, ‘Did you not, my lord 
the king, swear to your servant, saying, “Solomon your son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne”? Why 
then is Adonijah king? ’ 14 Then while you are still speaking 
with the king, I also will come in after you and confirm your 
words.”

Discussion: Do you remember Bathsheba? Do you remember 
their son Solomon? David had promised Bathsheba that 
Solomon would be king after him. David, in his weakened 
state, had no idea what was going on with Adonijah. It took 
Nathan the prophet to step in and alert the king to what was 
happening. In Israel, two witnesses were required to make 
anything true—that’s why Nathan needed Bathsheba’s help. 
Nathan also knew that if Adonijah became king, he would 
kill Solomon to keep him from the throne.

Let’s read on! Read verses 15-27.
15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber (now the king 
was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was attending 
to the king). 16 Bathsheba bowed and paid homage to the 
king, and the king said, “What do you desire?” 17 She said to 
him, “My lord, you swore to your servant by the LORD your 
God, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit on my throne.’ 18 And now, behold, Adonijah is king, 
although you, my lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has 
sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, 
and has invited all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, 
and Joab the commander of the army, but Solomon your 
servant he has not invited. 20 And now, my lord the king, 
the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell them who shall sit on 
the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will 
come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his fathers, 
that I and my son Solomon will be counted offenders.” 
22 While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the 
prophet came in. 23 And they told the king, “Here is Nathan 
the prophet.” And when he came in before the king, he 
bowed before the king, with his face to the ground. 24 And



Nathan said, “My lord the king, have you said, ‘Adonijah 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne’? 25 For he 
has gone down this day and has sacrificed oxen, fattened 
cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king’s 
sons, the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest. 
And behold, they are eating and drinking before him, and 
saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 26 But me, your servant, 
and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 
your servant Solomon he has not invited. 27 Has this thing 
been brought about by my lord the king and you have not 
told your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord 
the king after him?”

Discussion: So Bathsheba and Nathan tell old King David 
the same exact story. But what can weak, cold David do?

Let’s find out. Read verses 28-31.
28 Then King David answered, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So 
she came into the king’s presence and stood before the 
king. 29 And the king swore, saying, “As the LORD lives, who 
has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, 30 as I swore to 
you by the LORD, the God of Israel, saying, ‘Solomon your 
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my 
place,’ even so will I do this day.” 31 Then Bathsheba bowed 
with her face to the ground and paid homage to the king 
and said, “May my lord King David live forever!”

Discussion: Wow! Is our strong King David back? Where 
did he get his strength? [From the LORD.] Do you see how 
David is relying on the LORD, recognizing the LORD as 
the one who has delivered him from every trouble? David 
reasserts himself as king!

Let’s continue. Read verses 32-35.
32 King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they came 
before the king. 33 And the king said to them, “Take with 
you the servants of your lord and have Solomon my son ride 
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on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 And let 
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet there anoint him 
king over Israel. Then blow the trumpet and say, ‘Long live 
King Solomon!’ 35 You shall then come up after him, and he 
shall come and sit on my throne, for he shall be king in my 
place And I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and 
over Judah.”

Discussion: Who will be king after David? Adonijah? No, it 
will be Solomon! God’s people will be ruled by God’s man.

Let’s read on. Read verses 36-37.
36 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, 
“Amen! May the LORD, the God of my lord the king, say so. 
37 As the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may 
he be with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the 
throne of my lord King David.”

Application: Do you see it? God is SOVEREIGN. He is the 
one who establishes rulers. No one can take the throne for 
himself. God is in control. HE will make Solomon the next 
king of Israel.

Let’s continue. Read verses 38-46.
38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites 
went down and had Solomon ride on King David’s mule and 
brought him to Gihon. 39 There Zadok the priest took the 
horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they 
blew the trumpet, and all the people said, “Long live King 
Solomon!” 40 And all the people went up after him, playing 
on pipes, and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth was 
split by their noise. 41 Adonijah and all the guests who were
with him heard it as they finished feasting. And when Joab 
heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, “What does this 
uproar in the city mean?” 42 While he was still speaking, 
behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came. And 
Adonijah said, “Come in, for you are a worthy man and 



bring good news.” 43 Jonathan answered Adonijah, “No, for 
our lord King David has made Solomon king, 44 and the king 
has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites. And they had him ride on the king’s mule. 45 And 
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him 
king at Gihon, and they have gone up from there rejoicing, 
so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you have 
heard. 46 Solomon sits on the royal throne.

Discussion: If you were Adonijah, what would you be 
thinking now? Uh-oh, the party’s over! He’s in big trouble, 
isn’t he? Let’s see what happens next.

Read verses 47-48.
47 Moreover, the king’s servants came to congratulate our 
lord King David, saying, ‘May your God make the name of 
Solomon more famous than yours, and make his throne 
greater than your throne.’ And the king bowed himself on 
the bed. 48 And the king also said, ‘Blessed be the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who has granted someone to sit on my throne 
this day, my own eyes seeing it.’ ”

Discussion: Now Adonijah knows the reality that this act 
has been done by King David. It was not just Solomon trying 
to take the throne on his own. More trouble for Adonijah!

Read verses 49-50.
49 Then all the guests of Adonijah trembled and rose, and 
each went his own way. 50 And Adonijah feared Solomon. 
So he arose and went and took hold of the horns of the 
altar.

Discussion: The party-goers knew this was big trouble for 
Adonijah. So, why did Adonijah take hold of the horns of 
the altar instead of running away? [This was the way for 
Adonijah to ask Solomon to spare his life. He knew that 
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Solomon would want to kill him.] Adonijah was now at the 
new king’s mercy.

Let’s finish the chapter. Read verses 51-53.
51 Then it was told Solomon, “Behold, Adonijah fears King 
Solomon, for behold, he has laid hold of the horns of the 
altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me first that he 
will not put his servant to death with the sword.’ ” 52 And 
Solomon said, “If he will show himself a worthy man, not 
one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if wickedness is 
found in him, he shall die.” 53 So King Solomon sent, and 
they brought him down from the altar. And he came and 
paid homage to King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, 
“Go to your house.”

Discussion: Do you see what a fair and just decision 
this was? Adonijah would have just killed Solomon. King 
Solomon shows mercy and does not kill Adonijah as long 
as Adonijah does right and doesn’t try to take over the 
kingdom in the future. Finally, Adonijah must bow before 
the true king of Israel.

Conclusion: Boys and girls, this is a picture of what all 
people will do one day. We will all bow the knee—not 
before King Solomon, but before King Jesus. He is the King 
of kings. The question is: Are you serving King Jesus now? Is 
He on the throne of your heart?

Philippians 2:10–11 (ESV)
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.
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