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This series of volumes was created to help parents teach the 
Bible to their children at home. It’s a highly interactive study 
which seeks to promote thought, discussion, and application 
as you read through the Bible together. By the time you finish 
all fourteen volumes, your family will investigate the entirety 
of God’s Word.  Each lesson is divided into five sections:

The Opening gets the lesson moving with either introductory 
thought questions, or a reading from the Psalms or Proverbs. 
This section serves as a “Call to Study.”

The Word of the Week (W.O.W!) is designed to build the 
Christian vocabularies of children. Each lesson includes a 
W.O.W! that is either a word found in the Bible text or a 
theological word that is dealt with in the passage. Often 
times, the W.O.W! is found repeatedly in the text, serving as 
a lesson theme. The W.O.W! is defined and explained in this 
section in order for your children to gain understanding. They 
will be asked to listen for it in the Bible Investigation time.

The Drill Time section is an opportunity for you to quiz 
your children to assess their Bible knowledge. Sometimes 
the questions will be a review of the previous lesson. Other 
times the questions will cover essential Bible knowledge 
that all of our children should learn. Still other times the 
questions will be from another portion of Scripture which 
connects to the lesson to be studied.

USING THIS TEACHING GUIDE

OPENING

DRILL TIME

W.O.W!
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The Bible Investigation time is the heart and soul of the 
lesson. Each passage of Scripture is read to your children a 
portion at a time, breaking it down for interactive discussion. 
The discussion sections include questions for your children 
to answer as well as other commentary on what has just 
been read. Application sections also appear throughout the 
Bible Investigation in order to put to work what is being 
studied.

The Bible Investigation time is also intended to teach your 
children how to do methodical Bible study. You will be 
helping them to observe, interpret, think through, and apply 
the Scripture.

All sections of Scripture in these volumes are from the 
English Standard Version (ESV).

At the end of each lesson, a Scripture Memory text is given 
that either comes from the lesson or connects to it in some 
way. Encourage your children to memorize Scripture each 
week to commit God’s Word to their hearts.

Enjoy studying God’s Word together as a family!

BIBLE INVESTIGATION

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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Joshua 1

Begin by reading Psalm 1:1-2.

 1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
 the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits
 in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of
 the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

Say: As we gather to study God’s Word today, think about 
how it should be our DELIGHT! It should make us happy to 
be here to meditate on what God tells us in the Bible. This 
will keep us from following the counsel of the wicked, right?

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME. This is our regular 
opportunity to review what we have learned in the past.

Today’s question: Name the Days of Creation in order; 
what God created each day.

Answer:
 Day 1   Day and Night.
 Day 2   Sky (Firmament).
 Day 3   Land and Seas; Plants.
 Day 4   Sun, Moon, Stars.
 Day 5   Fish, Birds.
 Day 6   Animals, Humans.
 Day 7   God Rested!

LESSON 1

OPENING

DRILL TIME
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Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) is EXALT. Has anyone 
heard this word before? One place we find this word in the 
Bible is in Psalm 99:5. Read it to the children.

 Psalm 99:5 (ESV)
 5 Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool!
 Holy is he!

Can anyone tell me what the word EXALT means? Allow 
answers. It literally means to “raise high” or to “lift up 
high.” Can you raise your hands up high with me? Raise 
hands in the air. 

When we talk about EXALTING the Lord, we mean that we 
“lift Him up” in how we think about Him. We have a HIGH 
view of our Lord. We think of Him as the HIGHEST being in 
all the universe.

We can EXALT the Lord in many ways. One of the ways we 
EXALT Him is by singing praises to Him. The words that we 
sing say very HIGH things about God. He deserves to be 
EXALTED by us because He is already EXALTED over all the 
earth!

W.O.W!

Say: God made the world in six days. Who remembers 
what He said about His creation? He said that it was good! 
God created all things—it did not happen by chance, as 
some would want us to believe. It should make you give 
praise to God every time you remember that He created all 
things, out of nothing, by the Word of His Power, and all 
very good!
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Introduction: The Book of Joshua is the sixth book of the 
Old Testament. It is considered a “historical” book, since it 
primarily teaches us the history of God’s people. Have you 
ever heard of Joshua before?

Let’s begin reading together. Read Joshua 1:1–2.
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the 
LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 2 
“Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am 
giving to them, to the people of Israel.

Discussion: So, we read in these opening verses of the 
Book of Joshua that the leader of the Israelites (Moses) 
has died. He died before leading God’s people into the 
Promised Land. God then chose Moses’ right hand man 
(Joshua) to take the lead now. Who knows what Joshua’s 
name means? [Jehovah is Salvation; God saves!] That name 
is very appropriate, since it is not really Joshua who brings 
the people into the Promised Land, but it is God Himself 
who accomplishes it!

Application: Many of the names of people in the Bible have 
special meanings. What does the name Joshua mean again? 
[God saves.] Do you know what your name means? Allow 
a brief time of sharing.

Let’s continue to read. Read verses 3–4.
3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I 
have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From the 
wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea 
toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory.

BIBLE INVESTIGATION



Discussion: Who’s going to give the Promised Land to the 
children of Israel? [God.] And, it sounds like there is plenty 
of territory for them to enjoy, doesn’t it?

Application: Do you regularly think about the fact that all 
that you have has been given to you by God? Your home, 
your family, your possessions—all are gifts from God. It is 
easy to forget this, especially as you get older. Many people 
think that they have gotten all that they have by their own 
hard work!

Let’s keep investigating. Read verses 5–6.
5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of 
your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will 
not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, 
for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore 
to their fathers to give them.

Discussion: Did you hear the great promise God gave to 
Joshua? What was it? [That God will never leave Joshua.] That 
sounds exactly like the promise Jesus made to His disciples 
before He died on the cross. The Lord also gave Joshua a 
command. What was it? [To be strong and courageous.] The 
only way Joshua could be strong was because God would 
always be with him.

Application: Do you ever need to be reminded that God 
will never leave you or forsake you? Tell me a situation where 
you needed to hold on to that promise. Allow some short 
testimonies.

Now, back to our reading. Read verses 7–9.
7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded 
you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that 
you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book 
of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful
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to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will 
make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 
success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Discussion: What is Joshua commanded to do now? [To be 
careful to obey all God’s law.] Yes, he is instructed to be very 
careful to follow God’s ways in all that he does. God tells 
him to not “turn to the right or to the left.” What do you 
think that means? Allow answers.

Application: Have your children stand up and try to 
walk a few steps forward (in a straight line) while 
having their heads turned to the right or left. Show 
them how hard it is to do. The only way we can walk 
forward and be successful in what we do is to stay focused 
on God’s Word—looking straight ahead to God’s Way! 
You’ll also notice that the Lord once again told Joshua not 
to be afraid because He would always be with him. We all 
need constant reassuring, don’t we?

Let’s keep up our good investigating. 

Read verses 10–15.
10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass 
through the midst of the camp and command the people, 
‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to 
pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’ ” 12 And to 
the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word that Moses the servant 
of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD your God 
is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 14 
Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain 
in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all 
the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before 
your brothers and shall help them, 15 until the LORD gives 



rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take 
possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving 
them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession 
and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the 
LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

Discussion: Joshua now turns to his officers and gets them 
ready to enter the Promised Land. God actually gave the 
people of Reuben, Gad, and half of the people of Manasseh 
land on the other side of the Jordan River. But, the deal was 
that they help the other tribes of Israel first claim the rest of 
the land. It was important that ALL of Israel work together 
to take the Promised Land that God was giving them.

Now, let’s finish this chapter. Read verses 16–18.
16 And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded 
us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just 
as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only 
may the LORD your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 
18 Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys 
your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to 
death. Only be strong and courageous.”

Conclusion: Do you find it easy to obey all that I tell you 
to do? [No.] Obedience is impossible because of our sinful 
hearts. Only by Jesus working in our hearts can we obey 
God. So, are the people going to follow Joshua? [Yes.] They 
seem to be ready for Joshua’s strong leadership. They also 
claimed to obey all that Moses told them to do. Yet, the 
Bible tells us that the Israelites often grumbled against and 
disobeyed Moses! Maybe they will follow Joshua a whole lot
better than they followed Moses. 

Next time we will read more of the story and see what 
happens!
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Joshua 1:9 (ESV)
9 “...Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and
do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go.”
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