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This series of volumes was created to help parents teach the 
Bible to their children at home. It’s a highly interactive study 
which seeks to promote thought, discussion, and application 
as you read through the Bible together. By the time you finish 
all fourteen volumes, your family will investigate the entirety 
of God’s Word.  Each lesson is divided into five sections:

The Opening gets the lesson moving with either introductory 
thought questions, or a reading from the Psalms or Proverbs. 
This section serves as a “Call to Study.”

The Word of the Week (W.O.W!) is designed to build the 
Christian vocabularies of children. Each lesson includes a 
W.O.W! that is either a word found in the Bible text or a 
theological word that is dealt with in the passage. Often 
times, the W.O.W! is found repeatedly in the text, serving as 
a lesson theme. The W.O.W! is defined and explained in this 
section in order for your children to gain understanding. They 
will be asked to listen for it in the Bible Investigation time.

The Drill Time section is an opportunity for you to quiz 
your children to assess their Bible knowledge. Sometimes 
the questions will be a review of the previous lesson. Other 
times the questions will cover essential Bible knowledge 
that all of our children should learn. Still other times the 
questions will be from another portion of Scripture which 
connects to the lesson to be studied.

USING THIS TEACHING GUIDE

OPENING

DRILL TIME

W.O.W!
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The Bible Investigation time is the heart and soul of the 
lesson. Each passage of Scripture is read to your children a 
portion at a time, breaking it down for interactive discussion. 
The discussion sections include questions for your children 
to answer as well as other commentary on what has just 
been read. Application sections also appear throughout the 
Bible Investigation in order to put to work what is being 
studied.

The Bible Investigation time is also intended to teach your 
children how to do methodical Bible study. You will be 
helping them to observe, interpret, think through, and apply 
the Scripture.

All sections of Scripture in these volumes are from the 
English Standard Version (ESV).

At the end of each lesson, a Scripture Memory text is given 
that either comes from the lesson or connects to it in some 
way. Encourage your children to memorize Scripture each 
week to commit God’s Word to their hearts.

Enjoy studying God’s Word together as a family!

BIBLE INVESTIGATION

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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Ezra 1-3

Begin by reading Proverbs 21:16.

 16 One who wanders from the way of good sense will
 rest in the assembly of the dead.

Say: This is quite a shocking proverb, isn’t it? What happens 
to the person who strays from the path of understanding? 
[He winds up dead!] This is a dramatic way to say that the 
only way to true life is to stay on God’s pathway of wisdom. 
That’s why we study God’s Word—to keep on the “straight 
and narrow” path!

Now, it’s time for DRILL TIME. This is our opportunity to 
review what we have learned in the past. Are youready?

Today’s questions: What country conquered Judah and 
took the Jewish people into captivity? Who was the king of 
Babylon who conquered Judah? Who was the last king of 
Judah before captivity? Who was the major prophet who 
prophesied during the last days of Judah?

Answers:
 1. Babylon.
 2. King Nebuchadnezzar.
 3. Zedekiah.
 4. Jeremiah.

LESSON 1

OPENING

DRILL TIME
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Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) is INSPIRATION. Who can 
define this word for me? Allow answers.

We use the word INSPIRATION when we talk about the Bible. 
The Bible was written by human writers who were INSPIRED 
by God. This means that they were moved by God’s Holy 
Spirit to write down only what God wanted them to write 
down. That’s why we say that the Bible is the WORD OF 
GOD, even though it was written by human authors.

INSPIRATION, then, is the work of God’s Spirit. You can even 
see the “SPIRA” part as a form of the word “Spirit.” When 
God’s SPIRIT moves on a person, He will be INSPIRED to do 
what the Spirit has for him to do.

In our reading today, you will see God moving on the hearts 
of different people. They will not be INSPIRED to write the 
Bible, but they receive INSPIRATION to do what God wants 
them to do. We all need to be INSPIRED by God in order to 
do His holy will!

W.O.W!

Say: We have finished reading about the times BEFORE 
and DURING the exile in Babylon. We have read many of 
the prophets who prophesied during this time. Our studies 
in this volume will begin in the time AFTER the exile of 
Judah in Babylon, as God had promised to bring His people 
back to their land. Will God keep His promise? [Yes. He 
always does!]
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Introduction: The Book of Ezra is named for a priest who 
led the second return of the Jewish captives to Jerusalem. 
Ezra does not actually appear in the story until the second 
half of the book. The Book of Ezra starts where the Book 
of II Chronicles left off—with the Jews beginning their first 
return to Jerusalem.

Let’s begin the Book of Ezra. Read Ezra 1:1.
1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of 
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also 
put it in writing:

Discussion: Who is King Cyrus? [King of Persia.] The king 
of Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar, had taken Judah into 
captivity. Many years later, Persia conquered Babylon. Now, 
Cyrus of Persia is on the throne, with the Jews under his 
control. What does God do to Cyrus? [He stirs up his spirit.] 
Cyrus, a pagan king, receives INSPIRATION from God to 
make a proclamation. Let’s read this message from Cyrus.

Read verses 2-4.
2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of 
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. 3 Whoever is among you of all his people, may 
his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of 
Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And let each 
survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the 
men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with 
beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.”

BIBLE INVESTIGATION



Discussion: What did the LORD tell Cyrus to do? [Rebuild 
His temple in Jerusalem; let the captives go back to their 
homeland to do it.] Stop and think about that for a moment. 
God INSPIRED a pagan king to rebuild His temple in Jerusalem. 
Wow! God keeps His promise of bringing His people home 
by moving on the heart of Cyrus. That’s incredible.

Application: Hopefully, you all believe that God is sovereign 
and almighty, able to do whatever He wants to do. But do 
you really understand that the LORD even moves on the 
hearts of people who don’t believe in Him or worship Him? 
God will accomplish His will, even using non-Christians to 
do it!

Let’s continue reading. Read verse 5.
5 Then rose up the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone whose 
spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the 
LORD that is in Jerusalem.

Discussion: Do you recognize some familiar words? Who 
went back to Jerusalem to rebuild the LORD’s temple? [All 
those who whose spirits were stirred by God.] The people 
who received God’s INSPIRATION were chosen by God to 
rebuild His temple.

Application: God will work in your life the same way as 
you get older. He will move on your heart to do His will 
and accomplish His purposes. This should be exciting to you! 
Your job will be to be receptive to God’s work in your life, 
responding to the move of His Spirit.

Let’s read on. Read verses 6-11.
6 And all who were about them aided them with vessels of 
silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly 
wares, besides all that was freely offered. 7 Cyrus the king 
also brought out the vessels of the house of the LORD 
that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem

 13LESSON 1 | VOLUME FOURTEEN



14 VOLUME FOURTEEN | LESSON 1

and placed in the house of his gods. 8 Cyrus king of Persia 
brought these out in the charge of Mithredath the treasurer,
who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 
9 And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 
basins of silver, 29 censers, 10 30 bowls of gold, 410 bowls of 
silver, and 1,000 other vessels; 11 all the vessels of gold and of 
silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up, when 
the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem.

Discussion: This should amaze you too. Who gave the Jews 
important things to bring back to Jerusalem? [Their pagan 
neighbors, the Persians.] Do you think God moved on their 
hearts as well? [Yes!] More amazingly, Cyrus allows the 
Jews to have all of the articles from the original temple that 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken to Babylon. Why would a pagan 
king give them back all of these fine items? [Only because 
God stirred his spirit.] God is certainly at work to show grace
to His people!

Let’s move on to Ezra 2. Read Ezra 2:1-2.
1 Now these were the people of the province who came up 
out of the captivity of those exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia. They 
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town. 
2 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, 
Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and 
Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel:

Discussion: In Chapter Two, we read a long list of the people 
who came out of Babylon to return home. Remember that 
this occurred seventy years after the Jews were taken captive. 
Verse two lists the leaders of the remnant and then the rest 
of the chapter lists the numbers of all of the descendants of 
the original captives.

Let’s drop down to verse 64. Read verses 64-70.
64 The whole assembly together was 42,360, 65 besides their 
male and female servants, of whom there were 7,337, and



they had 200 male and female singers. 66 Their horses 
were 736, their mules were 245, 67 their camels were 435, 
and their donkeys were 6,720. 68 Some of the heads of 
families, when they came to the house of the LORD that 
is in Jerusalem, made freewill offerings for the house of 
God, to erect it on its site. 69 According to their ability they 
gave to the treasury of the work 61,000 darics of gold, 
5,000 minas of silver, and 100 priests’ garments. 70 Now 
the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the 
gatekeepers, and the temple servants lived in their towns, 
and all the rest of Israel in their towns.

Discussion: A good number of people returned to the land 
of Judah (not to mention the horses, mules, camels and 
donkeys). What did the people do when they arrived at 
the site of the destroyed temple? [They gave offerings of 
money and other items to rebuild the temple.] So they took 
up an offering for the work of rebuilding and settled back 
in their homes.

Application: One of the best parts of being a member of a 
local church is that you give your offerings for the work of 
the church. We give money to build buildings to worship in 
and learn in. We give money to send missionaries to other 
lands. We give money to support all the ministries in the 
church. All members are called upon to give according to 
their ability, just like these Jews did!

Now on to Chapter Three. Read Ezra 3:1-3.
1 When the seventh month came, and the children of Israel 
were in the towns, the people gathered as one man to 
Jerusalem. 2 Then arose Jeshua the son of Jozadak, with 
his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel with 
his kinsmen, and they built the altar of the God of Israel, 
to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of 
Moses the man of God. 3 They set the altar in its place, 
for fear was on them because of the peoples of the lands, 
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and they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, burnt 
offerings morning and evening.

Discussion: Why did the people rebuild the altar of the 
LORD first? [So they could begin to worship God again, 
according to His laws.] So why were they afraid of the 
people around them? [Their cities had no walls, so they 
were vulnerable to attack.] Despite their fear, they did the 
right thing. Worshiping the LORD must be our first priority!

Let’s continue. Read verses 4-6.
4 And they kept the Feast of Booths, as it is written, and 
offered the daily burnt offerings by number according to 
the rule, as each day required, 5 and after that the regular 
burnt offerings, the offerings at the new moon and at all 
the appointed feasts of the LORD, and the offerings of 
everyone who made a freewill offering to the LORD. 6 From 
the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt 
offerings to the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of 
the LORD was not yet laid.

Discussion: Do you see what the people of Judah were 
doing? They were reinstituting all of the feasts and the 
festivals that the LORD designed for His people. Of course, 
they could not make these sacrifices or celebrate these holy 
days in Babylon. And remember that their forefathers had 
neglected God’s law for many years BEFORE the exile. So 
do you think the Jews have truly repented of their ways and 
returned to the LORD and His ways? It seems so!

Let’s read more. Read verses 7-8.
7 So they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and 
food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and the Tyrians to bring 
cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according 
to the grant that they had from Cyrus king of Persia. 8 Now 
in the second year after their coming to the house of God 
at Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of



Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, 
together with the rest of their kinsmen, the priests and 
the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the 
captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old 
and upward, to supervise the work of the house of the 
LORD.

Discussion: Now the actual work of rebuilding the 
temple of the LORD begins. Who was leading this work? 
[Zerubbabel and Jeshua.] These men had their brothers and 
a lot of other people working with them. How old did you 
have to be to supervise the building project? [Twenty years 
or older.] Just like when the temple was built the first time, 
it would be beautiful!

Let’s move on. Read verses 9-11.
9 And Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, and Kadmiel 
and his sons, the sons of Judah, together supervised the 
workmen in the house of God, along with the sons of 
Henadad and the Levites, their sons and brothers. 10 And 
when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, the priests in their vestments came forward with 
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, 
to praise the LORD, according to the directions of David king 
of Israel. 11 And they sang responsively, praising and giving 
thanks to the LORD, “For he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever toward Israel.” And all the people shouted 
with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because 
the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

Discussion: As the foundation was laid for the temple, 
what did the priests and the Levites do? [They praised God 
with cymbals; they sang.] What a joyous occasion! What 
else is more important than giving praise to the LORD? He 
kept His gracious promise to His people, bringing them back 
to their land. Can you imagine how it must have felt to see 
that temple being rebuilt?
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Let’s finish our chapter. Read verses 12-13.
12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ 
houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with 
a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house 
being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the 
people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout 
from the sound of the people’s weeping, for the people 
shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far 
away.

Discussion: If this was such a time of joy, why were the 
older priests and Levites and family heads crying? [They had 
actually seen the former temple, so they were weeping over 
its loss.] So rebuilding the temple was also a painful process 
for the older generation who saw the first temple destroyed. 
They remembered all that Judah has been through—what a 
terrible price they had to pay for their sins of rebellion and 
idolatry. They had good reason to weep and yet also reason 
for joy!

Conclusion: We will continue in the Book of Ezra next time. 
Think about how wonderful it must have been to return 
home after seventy years of captivity. Then, let your thoughts 
move to your own future, and how Christ will one day bring 
His people home to heaven, our true home. In heaven, there 
will be no tears, just shouts of joy and gladness!

Psalm 107:1-3 (ESV)
1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever! 2 Let the redeemed of the 
LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble 3 and 
gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the
west, from the north and from the south.
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