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This series of volumes was created to help parents teach the 
Bible to their children at home. It’s a highly interactive study 
which seeks to promote thought, discussion, and application 
as you read through the Bible together. By the time you finish 
all fourteen volumes, your family will investigate the entirety 
of God’s Word.  Each lesson is divided into five sections:

The Opening gets the lesson moving with either introductory 
thought questions, or a reading from the Psalms or Proverbs. 
This section serves as a “Call to Study.”

The Word of the Week (W.O.W!) is designed to build the 
Christian vocabularies of children. Each lesson includes a 
W.O.W! that is either a word found in the Bible text or a 
theological word that is dealt with in the passage. Often 
times, the W.O.W! is found repeatedly in the text, serving as 
a lesson theme. The W.O.W! is defined and explained in this 
section in order for your children to gain understanding. They 
will be asked to listen for it in the Bible Investigation time.

The Drill Time section is an opportunity for you to quiz 
your children to assess their Bible knowledge. Sometimes 
the questions will be a review of the previous lesson. Other 
times the questions will cover essential Bible knowledge 
that all of our children should learn. Still other times the 
questions will be from another portion of Scripture which 
connects to the lesson to be studied.

USING THIS TEACHING GUIDE

OPENING

DRILL TIME

W.O.W!
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The Bible Investigation time is the heart and soul of the 
lesson. Each passage of Scripture is read to your children a 
portion at a time, breaking it down for interactive discussion. 
The discussion sections include questions for your children 
to answer as well as other commentary on what has just 
been read. Application sections also appear throughout the 
Bible Investigation in order to put to work what is being 
studied.

The Bible Investigation time is also intended to teach your 
children how to do methodical Bible study. You will be 
helping them to observe, interpret, think through, and apply 
the Scripture.

All sections of Scripture in these volumes are from the 
English Standard Version (ESV).

At the end of each lesson, a Scripture Memory text is given 
that either comes from the lesson or connects to it in some 
way. Encourage your children to memorize Scripture each 
week to commit God’s Word to their hearts.

Enjoy studying God’s Word together as a family!

BIBLE INVESTIGATION

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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Acts 1

Begin by reading Proverbs 24:3–5.

 3 By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding
 it is established; 4 by knowledge the rooms are filled
 with all precious and pleasant riches. 5 A wise man is
 full of strength, and a man of knowledge enhances
  his might...

Say: These wise words demonstrate that seeking Godly 
knowledge and wisdom will bring you spiritual blessings 
that will strengthen you in this life. That should motivate 
you and me to study God’s Word and apply it to our lives. 

First, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our opportunity to 
review what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: What are the names of Jesus’ closest 
twelve disciples? Which disciple betrayed Jesus?

Answers:
 1.  Simon Peter   Matthew
  Andrew   Thomas
  James    James, son of Alphaeus
  John    Simon the Zealot
  Philip    Judas, son of James
  Bartholomew  Judas Iscariot 

LESSON 1

OPENING

DRILL TIME
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Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) is ASCENSION. 

To ASCEND is to gradually move upwards. When you ride an
elevator to the top stories of a tall building, you are 
ASCENDING to great heights.

When Christians use the word ASCENSION, we are talking 
about the ASCENSION of Jesus Christ. After rising from 
the dead and spending some more time with His closest 
disciples, Jesus ASCENDED. Where did He ASCEND to? [Into 
heaven.]

We will read about the ASCENSION of Jesus today. That 
must have been an amazing sight—to see Jesus gradually 
being taken higher and higher to heaven!

The ASCENSION of Jesus is a vital part of His reign over His 
people as King Jesus. Kings are said to ASCEND the throne 
of their country. Jesus’ ASCENSION, then, was not just to 
return to heaven, but a demonstration of the fact that He is 
the supreme King of the universe!

W.O.W!

 2.  Judas Iscariot

Say: The twelve disciples were also given the name 
“apostles.” They were followers of Jesus who were now 
also sent out to do their King’s business. Only Judas Iscariot 
was not truly a follower of Jesus, or a true apostle. We will 
read more about him as we study God’s Word today.
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Introduction: For this volume, we will turn our attention 
to the New Testament. Does anyone know who wrote the 
Book of Acts? Allow answers. Luke wrote the Book of 
Acts—the same Luke who wrote the Gospel of Luke. The 
Book of Acts can be seen as the second volume of a two-
volume book, both written by Luke. The fuller title of the 
Book of Acts is “The Acts of the Apostles.” Yet we’ll see that
we don’t read about too many of the apostles. Thus, we’ll 
call this book, “The Acts of the Holy Spirit!”

Let’s begin in Acts 1. Read Acts 1:1-2.
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.

Discussion: Stop there for a moment. Who wrote the Book 
of Acts? [Luke.] What was his “former” book? [The Gospel 
of Luke.] To whom did Luke write both of these books? 
[Theophilus.] Theophilus was most likely a prominent 
Roman leader who became a Christian. Luke wanted to give 
Theophilus an orderly account of the life of Jesus and the 
work of the Spirit in the early church.

Let’s read those verses again. Read verses 1-2.
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.

Discussion: What did Luke write about in the Gospel of 
Luke? [All that Jesus did and taught before His ASCENSION.] 
The Gospel of Luke starts with the birth of Jesus and ends 
with His ASCENSION.

BIBLE INVESTIGATION



Let me read the last part of the Gospel of Luke to you so we 
can put the Book of Acts in context.

Read Luke 24:50-53.
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up 
his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he 
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.

Discussion: These last verses in the Gospel of Luke briefly 
describe the ASCENSION of Jesus into heaven. What did the 
disciples do after Jesus ASCENDED? [They worshiped Him, 
then returned to Jerusalem with great joy.] Where did they 
stay continually? [At the temple, praising God.]

Application: When you and I receive Jesus as our 
ASCENDED King, our response must be daily worship and 
praise!

Now, let’s go back to the Book of Acts. Read Acts 1:3-5.
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying 
with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 
“you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.”

Discussion: Do you remember any of the convincing 
“proofs” that Jesus gave His disciples to prove that He was 
alive? Allow answers. Doubting Thomas certainly was 
given some convincing proof, when Jesus allowed him to 
touch the nail holes in his hands and the place where the 
sword entered His side! Isn’t it amazing that Jesus spent 
forty more days with His disciples before His ASCENSION? 
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According to verse 4, what did He instruct them to do 
after His ASCENSION? [To wait in Jerusalem for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.] What is this baptism of the Holy Spirit all 
about? We will read about that in Acts 2.

Let’s continue in Chapter One. Read verses 6-7.
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority.

Discussion: Before Jesus ASCENDED to heaven, what did 
the disciples think He would do? [Restore the kingdom to 
Israel.] The disciples were still looking for Jesus to begin 
an earthly reign by overturning the Romans and restoring 
Israel. Was Jesus going to rule on earth at this point? [No.] 
Only God sets the dates and times for these things. The 
disciples could not know!

Listen to these next words of Jesus. Read verse 8.
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Discussion: What did Jesus say that the apostles would 
receive when the Holy Spirit comes? [Power.] They will 
receive power to be Christ’s witnesses. Where will they 
witness for Jesus? [Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends 
of the earth.]

Application: To understand what Jesus was saying, we 
need a quick geography lesson. Draw four concentric 
circles on the board. Let’s put Jerusalem in the center 
circle. Jerusalem is the city the disciples were now in. Judea 
is the next circle out, since it is the region in which Jerusalem 
is located. Then, we’ll put Samaria in the third circle, since 
it is another territory region just north of Judea. Finally, the 



disciples would witness to the ends of the earth. Do you 
see how the Holy Spirit would empower these followers 
of Christ to be witnesses where they were first, and then 
gradually outward? That’s what Jesus has in mind for all of 
His followers. We are to be His witnesses in our homes as 
well as our city, our state, our nation, and the entire world!

Listen to what happened next. Read verses 9-11.
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Discussion: Here again we read of Jesus’ ASCENSION 
into heaven. Who were the two men who spoke to the 
disciples? [Two angels.] What did the angels say? [Jesus 
will come back in the same way as He ASCENDED.] That 
means that Jesus will DESCEND from heaven one day to 
gather all His people to Himself. Isn’t that comforting good 
news? We don’t need to stare into the sky; but someday, 
His people will see His return.

Let’s keep on reading. Read verses 12-14.
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey 
away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the 
upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and 
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot 
and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord 
were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
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Discussion: How many of the original twelve disciples were 
now gathered in an upper room in Jerusalem? [Eleven.] Who 
was missing? [Judas Iscariot.] We remember that Judas is 
the one who betrayed Jesus. What were the eleven disciples 
(and others) doing? [Praying.] Who else was with the 
eleven disciples? [Some women and Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.] What do you think they were praying about? Allow 
answers.

Let’s continue. Read verses 15-17.
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the 
company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 
“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning 
Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 
For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share 
in this ministry.”

Discussion: Stop there for a minute. Who has emerged as 
the leader of the apostles? [Peter.] Remember that Peter was 
the one who denied Jesus three times. Yet Jesus restored 
him, and Peter is now leading this band of believers. How 
many were there at this point? [One hundred and twenty.] 
Who was Peter talking about as “one of our number?” 
[Judas Iscariot.]

Listen to more of what Peter says. Read verses 18-20.
18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his 
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the 
middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became 
known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field 
was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “ ‘May his 
camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in 
it’; and “ ‘Let another take his office.’

Discussion: We find out in the Gospel of Matthew that 
Judas actually hanged himself in that field, after trying to



return the “blood money.” What a sad end to his life—
betraying the Lord Jesus and then suicide. Why is Peter 
talking about Judas now? [He has to be replaced, according 
to Scripture.]

Application: Just going to church and learning about Jesus 
does not make you a true believer in Jesus. Judas spent 
three years with Jesus, yet never truly believed in Him. Your 
heart must turn to Jesus in faith or you too will betray Jesus 
instead of following Him.

Let’s finish our reading for today. Read verses 21-26.
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 
beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 
was taken up from us—one of these men must become 
with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called 
Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, 
Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these 
two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

Discussion: Two men who had followed Jesus from the 
beginning were possibilities to replace Judas. Who was 
chosen? [Matthias.] We don’t know much about Matthias 
at all, since this is the only time he is mentioned in the Bible. 
We do know that He was now one of the twelve apostles!

Conclusion: The Book of Acts begins with the ASCENSION 
of our Lord Jesus into heaven. Who will now be at work in 
the lives of the apostles? [The Holy Spirit.] They are prayerfully 
waiting in Jerusalem for the promised Spirit.

We’ll pick up our study in Acts 2 next time and see what 
happens!
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Acts 1:8 (ESV)
8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

SCRIPTURE MEMORY


