
            INVESTIGATING                   
                 GOD’S WORD...

AT 
HOME

VOLUME  10
II KINGS 1-21,

II CHRONICLES 21-33,
MINOR PROPHETS

AH10-E





VOLUME 10
II KINGS 1-21,

II CHRONICLES 21-33,
MINOR PROPHETS

            INVESTIGATING                   
                 GOD’S WORD...

AT 
HOME



All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®)

Copyright © 2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

All rights reserved.
ESV Text Edition: 2007 

Copyright © 2015 by One Story Ministries
Printed in the United States of America

750 S. Pear Orchard Road | Ridgeland, MS 39157
601-519-8423 | www.onestoryministries.org | info@onestoryministries.org



Dedicated to my children: 

Victoria, Alexandra, Emmalyne, Olivia,
Katherine, John Charles, Nathanael, Andrew



This series of volumes was created to help parents teach the 
Bible to their children at home. It’s a highly interactive study 
which seeks to promote thought, discussion, and application 
as you read through the Bible together. By the time you finish 
all fourteen volumes, your family will investigate the entirety 
of God’s Word.  Each lesson is divided into five sections:

The Opening gets the lesson moving with either introductory 
thought questions, or a reading from the Psalms or Proverbs. 
This section serves as a “Call to Study.”

The Word of the Week (W.O.W!) is designed to build the 
Christian vocabularies of children. Each lesson includes a 
W.O.W! that is either a word found in the Bible text or a 
theological word that is dealt with in the passage. Often 
times, the W.O.W! is found repeatedly in the text, serving as 
a lesson theme. The W.O.W! is defined and explained in this 
section in order for your children to gain understanding. They 
will be asked to listen for it in the Bible Investigation time.

The Drill Time section is an opportunity for you to quiz 
your children to assess their Bible knowledge. Sometimes 
the questions will be a review of the previous lesson. Other 
times the questions will cover essential Bible knowledge 
that all of our children should learn. Still other times the 
questions will be from another portion of Scripture which 
connects to the lesson to be studied.

USING THIS TEACHING GUIDE

OPENING

DRILL TIME

W.O.W!
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The Bible Investigation time is the heart and soul of the 
lesson. Each passage of Scripture is read to your children a 
portion at a time, breaking it down for interactive discussion. 
The discussion sections include questions for your children 
to answer as well as other commentary on what has just 
been read. Application sections also appear throughout the 
Bible Investigation in order to put to work what is being 
studied.

The Bible Investigation time is also intended to teach your 
children how to do methodical Bible study. You will be 
helping them to observe, interpret, think through, and apply 
the Scripture.

All sections of Scripture in these volumes are from the 
English Standard Version (ESV).

At the end of each lesson, a Scripture Memory text is given 
that either comes from the lesson or connects to it in some 
way. Encourage your children to memorize Scripture each 
week to commit God’s Word to their hearts.

Enjoy studying God’s Word together as a family!

BIBLE INVESTIGATION

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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II Kings 1-2

Begin by reading Psalm 77:13-15.

 13 Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our
 God? 14 You are the God who works wonders; you
  have made known your might among the peoples. 
 15 You with your arm redeemed your people, the
  children of Jacob and Joseph.

Say: Do you know that we serve an all-powerful God? Do 
you know He redeems His people? Keep these verses in your 
mind as we study God’s Word today.

Now, let’s move on to DRILL TIME—our opportunity to 
review what we have learned in the past. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: What was the name of the mountain 
on which Elijah battled the prophets of Baal? What was 
the contest? What did Elijah do to make sure the people 
would know that God was the true God? Who sent fire 
from heaven: God or Baal?

Answers:
 1. Mt. Carmel.
 2. Whichever “god” (God or Baal) could send fire
  from heaven—then he was the real God.
 

LESSON 1

OPENING

DRILL TIME
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Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) is SPIRIT.

Often when we see the word SPIRIT in Scripture, it is the 
HOLY SPIRIT. If the word SPIRIT begins with a capital “S,” we 
know the reference is to God, the HOLY SPIRIT.

But our Word of the Week is SPIRIT with a small “s.” Who 
can tell me what your SPIRIT is? Allow answers.

Your SPIRIT is the non-physical part of you. It is the “inner” 
part you cannot see. Humans are unified beings made up of 
body and SPIRIT—also called “soul.” Your SPIRIT is you! Your 
SPIRIT gives life to your body. Even when our bodies die, our 
SPIRITS continue to live on—in either Heaven or Hell.

So who here has a SPIRIT? What we all need is for our SPIRITS 
to be enlivened by the HOLY SPIRIT. Then our SPIRITS have 
a real life with Christ!

Listen for our Word of the Week today!

W.O.W!

 3. He poured water all over the firewood and
  sacrifice. He drenched it so much that water ran  
 down and filled a trench.
 4. God.

Say: Elijah prayed a simple prayer of faith, and God burned 
up the sacrifice with fire from heaven. Baal could do 
nothing, since he is not a real god. The LORD God showed 
Himself to be the true God of Israel through this amazing 
miracle! We will read about Elijah for the last time in our 
lesson today.
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Introduction: King Ahab, the wicked king of Israel, is now 
dead. He led Israel to worship Baal. He continually resisted 
the LORD and His prophets. Now, his son is on the throne. 
Does anyone remember his son’s name? [Ahaziah.]

Let’s start in II Kings 1. Read II Kings 1:1–2.
1 After the death of Ahab, Moab rebelled against Israel. 2 
Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice in his upper chamber in 
Samaria, and lay sick; so he sent messengers, telling them, 
“Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall 
recover from this sickness.”

Discussion: This must have been a very serious injury for 
King Ahaziah. Who did he think would tell him if he would 
recover or not? [Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron.] We learned 
at the end of I Kings that Ahaziah served and worshiped 
Baal just like his father and mother. So, he actually believes 
that Baal can tell him if he will get over this injury or not.

Let’s see what happens. Read verses 3-4.
3 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, 
go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and 
say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that 
you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 
4 Now therefore thus says the LORD, You shall not come 
down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you 
shall surely die.’ ” So Elijah went.

Discussion: How did God respond to Ahaziah’s desire to 
seek Baal’s advice? [He was angry.] Ahaziah clearly showed 
that he rejected the LORD and put his faith and hope in 
Baal. What will be the consequences for Ahaziah? [He will 
die!]

BIBLE INVESTIGATION



Let’s read on. Read verses 5-8.
5 The messengers returned to the king, and he said to them, 
“Why have you returned?” 6 And they said to him, “There 
came a man to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go back to the 
king who sent you, and say to him, Thus says the LORD, Is 
it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to 
inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall 
not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, 
but you shall surely die.’ ” 7 He said to them, “What kind 
of man was he who came to meet you and told you these 
things?” 8 They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, 
with a belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is 
Elijah the Tishbite.”

Application: Do you think Ahaziah was happy to discover 
that Elijah had stopped his men and made this prophecy? 
[No!] Ahaziah hated Elijah, just like his father did. Why? 
Allow answers. Ahaziah hated Elijah because Elijah spoke the 
word of God. Ahaziah hated the LORD. When you stand for 
God’s Word, people will hate you too—because they are in 
rebellion against God. Standing for truth and righteousness 
will bring persecution.

Let’s see what Ahaziah tries to do now. Read verses 9-10.
9 Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty men with his 
fifty. He went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a 
hill, and said to him, “O man of God, the king says, ‘Come 
down.’ ” 10 But Elijah answered the captain of fifty, “If I am a 
man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume 
you and your fifty.” Then fire came down from heaven and 
consumed him and his fifty.

Discussion: Wow! Ahaziah tries to capture and kill Elijah. 
He tries to show he is a powerful king. But who is more 
powerful than Ahaziah? [God is.] This story sort of sounds 
like Elijah on Mt. Carmel, doesn’t it? Elijah calls down fire 
from heaven, and Ahaziah’s little army is destroyed.
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Let’s read more. Read verses 11-12.
11 Again the king sent to him another captain of fifty men 
with his fifty. And he answered and said to him, “O man of 
God, this is the king’s order, ‘Come down quickly!’ ” 12 But 
Elijah answered them, “If I am a man of God, let fire come 
down from heaven and consume you and your fifty.” Then 
the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him 
and his fifty.

Discussion: Sound familiar? Once again, God shows 
Ahaziah that He alone is all-powerful. He brings judgment 
upon the evil king of Israel and his army.

Will Ahaziah try to kill Elijah again? Read verses 13-15.
13 Again the king sent the captain of a third fifty with his 
fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up and came and 
fell on his knees before Elijah and entreated him, “O man of 
God, please let my life, and the life of these fifty servants of 
yours, be precious in your sight. 14 Behold, fire came down 
from heaven and consumed the two former captains of fifty 
men with their fifties, but now let my life be precious in your
sight.” 15 Then the angel of the LORD said to him, “Thus 
says the Lord, ‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron—is it because there is no 
God in Israel to inquire of his word?—therefore you shall not 
come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but 
you shall surely die.’ ”

Discussion: That third captain was a pretty wise man, wasn’t 
he? He begged for mercy, and God spared his life—and the 
lives of his fifty men. So Elijah finally went to Ahaziah and 
spoke man to man. What did Elijah tell Ahaziah? [You will 
surely die!] Will God’s word from Elijah come true?

Let’s see. Read verses 17-18.
17 So he died according to the word of the LORD that Elijah 
had spoken. Jehoram became king in his place in the second 
year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, 



because Ahaziah had no son. 18 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahaziah that he did, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

Application: Did God’s word come true? [Yes.] God 
showed once again that He hates idol worship because He 
is a jealous God. He expects His people to love and worship 
Him alone. Ahaziah received that consequence that we all 
deserve—unless we put our faith in Jesus Christ for our 
salvation. Following after any other god will only bring 
God’s judgment upon us!

Now on to II Kings 2. Read II Kings 2:1-3.
1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven 
by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the 
LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets 
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that today the LORD will take away your master 
from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”

Discussion: What was about to happen to Elijah? [God was 
about to take him up to heaven in a whirlwind.] Remember 
that Elisha was Elijah’s attendant, given to Elijah by God. 
Does it sound like Elisha is ready for God to take Elijah to 
heaven? [No!]

Let’s continue. Read verses 4-6.
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD 
has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came 
to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” 
And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 6 Then Elijah 
said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me 
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to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on.

Discussion: Does Elisha want to leave Elijah? [No!] It looks 
like Elijah also knows that he is going to heaven soon. He is 
ready to leave this world and be with the LORD.

Let’s read more. Read verses 7-8.
7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood 
at some distance from them, as they both were standing by 
the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and 
struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side 
and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry 
ground.

Discussion: Does that miracle sound familiar? Remember 
how God parted the Red Sea for the Israelites through 
Moses? Do you also remember how God parted the Jordan 
River through Joshua so the people could cross over to the 
Promised Land? God has worked powerfully through his 
leaders: Moses, Joshua, and Elijah.

Listen to these next verses. Read verses 9-10.
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I 
shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha 
said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on 
me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if 
you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for 
you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.”

Discussion: What do you think a double portion of Elijah’s 
SPIRIT is? The firstborn always received a double portion. 
This meant that the firstborn inherited rights and privileges 
that made him the new leader in the family. Elisha was 
asking to follow in Elijah’s footsteps and be the new prophet 
of Israel! He would not literally get Elijah’s SPIRIT, but Elisha 



would become the new “Elijah” of Israel. Would this be an 
easy job? [No!]

Let’s keep reading. Read verses 11-15.
11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of 
fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it 
and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he took 
hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 And 
he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and 
went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he 
took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck 
the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” 
And when he had struck the water, the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 15 
Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho 
saw him opposite them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests 
on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the 
ground before him.

Discussion: How was Elijah taken to heaven? [By chariots 
and horses of fire (and a whirlwind).] God brought His 
prophet to heaven in a powerful way. Is Elisha now the new 
“Elijah” of Israel? [Yes.] Elisha has the SPIRIT of Elijah!

Let’s drop down to verse 19. Read verses 19-22.
19 Now the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, the 
situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord sees, but the 
water is bad, and the land is unfruitful.” 20 He said, “Bring 
me a new bowl, and put salt in it.” So they brought it to 
him. 21 Then he went to the spring of water and threw salt 
in it and said, “Thus says the LORD, I have healed this water; 
from now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come from 
it.” 22 So the water has been healed to this day, according to 
the word that Elisha spoke.
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Discussion: This is Elisha’s first major miracle! The people 
of Jericho had lived under a curse for a long time. The water 
supply was killing them and their land. God was gracious to 
use Elisha to give the cursed city of Jericho another chance 
at God’s blessing.

Let’s finish the chapter. Read verses 23-25.
23 He went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going 
up on the way, some small boys came out of the city and 
jeered at him, saying, “Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you 
baldhead!” 24 And he turned around, and when he saw 
them, he cursed them in the name of the LORD. And two 
she-bears came out of the woods and tore forty-two of the 
boys. 25 From there he went on to Mount Carmel, and from 
there he returned to Samaria.

Conclusion: You may think that Elisha is just being hateful 
for calling down a curse on these youth. These youths were 
purposely ridiculing God’s prophet, thereby attacking God 
Himself. The LORD uses the beasts to punish this gang of 
rebels, just as He promised he would in Leviticus 26. Elisha 
now has the SPIRIT of Elijah which means He is led by the 
HOLY SPIRIT. The SPIRIT of God comes in power and might, 
to judge the wicked and to show love for His own.

We’ll continue in II Kings 3 next time.

II Timothy 1:7 (ESV)
7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 
and self-control.
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