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DEDICATED TO THE STUDENTS OF CHRIST COVENANT SCHOOL



USING THIS TEACHER’S GUIDE

Investigating God’s Word...At School is a Bible 
curriculum designed for Christian schools, grades 
1st-5th. Each unit provides material for 9 weeks, 
divided into four lessons each week. More 
specifically, each lesson is designed to be taught 
over two days, in 30-40 minute teaching blocks. 
This Bible curriculum also includes Scripture 
memory.

This Bible curriculum is unique in the following ways:
(1) It teaches the entirety of God’s Word, from 
Genesis to Revelation, over the course of five years.
(2) It teaches the students how to study God’s 
Word for themselves.
(3) It includes daily quizzes in order to help the 
students build their Bible knowledge.
(4) It teaches the students a Word of the Week 
each lesson to build their vocabularies.
(5) Each lesson puts the texts of Scripture in 
historical context, teaching the children that the 
Bible is real history.
(6) It trains the students to apply God’s Word to 
their lives.
(7) It systematically inculcates a Biblical worldview, 
training children to think Biblically.
(8) It gives the students tools to defend their faith 
in Christ.

Each 2-day lesson begins with a lesson overview 
to give you the “big picture” of the Scripture 
being studied. It also includes a brief preparation 
section and a teaching encouragement to help 
get you started.

Introduction. Each “Day One” starts with an 
introduction to the lesson. Younger children will be 
asked a question to provoke their thinking. Older 
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children will be taught a Psalm or Proverb of the day 
to “call” them to study.

Quiz Time. Next, the students are quizzed in 
order to train them to remember what they have 
learned. These quizzes will often cover what 
they learned the day before, but sometimes will 
cover material elsewhere in God’s Word that they 
should already know. Major knowledge areas like 
the Ten Commandments, Days of Creation, etc., 
may be quizzed more often. It is recommended 
that your children write out the answers to the 
quiz and keep them in a Bible study journal.

W.O.W! The W.OW! is the Word of the Week. 
Each lesson will introduce the students to a 
vital Biblical vocabulary word. These words are 
either found in the Scripture text itself, or they 
are important theological words that the children 
need to learn. The W.O.W! often provides the 
theme for the entire lesson.

Historical Context. Each lesson, the Scripture 
text is placed in historical context by use of a 
timeline. It is essential that the children learn how 
the story of redemptive history fits together. Bible 
stories must not be viewed as detached scenes—
they are to be shown as a part of a much bigger 
picture. The timeline is a useful tool toward that 
end.

Bible Investigation. The Bible Investigation 
time is the heart and soul of each day’s lesson. It 
plunges the student directly into God’s Word, not 
simply a paraphrase of a Bible story. All Scripture 
texts included in he curriculum are from the 
English Standard Version (ESV). The Bible reading 
is taken in short sections, separated by times of 
discussion, questions, and application points. This 
format allows ample opportunities to stop, think 
about and discuss what is being read.



T H I R D  GR A DE T EACH E R ’S  M A N UA L //  U N I T  4  //  P 7

Day Two components include several Day One 
components, and add two very exciting sections 
to the study.

Quiz Time. Day Two begins with a quiz. These 
quizzes are most often an intensive review of Day 
One material. Again, it is recommended that 
your children write out the answers to the quiz 
and keep them in a Bible study journal.

Historical Context. As you prepare to read the 
Scripture, you will again have the opportunity to 
put it in historical context for the students. The 
timeline will visually demonstrate where you are 
in God’s Word.

Bible Investigation. Again, this is the heart and 
soul of each day’s Bible time. Your students will 
learn how to study God’s Word for themselves, as 
they read, answer questions, discuss, and apply 
the Bible to their lives.

Worldview Builder. This component is found 
only in Day Two of each lesson. It has been 
created because of the need for our children to 
develop Christian worldviews. Developing a 
Christian worldview is the task of learning to look 
at everything in life through the lens of Scripture. 
It is being trained by the Holy Spirit and the Bible 
to think Biblically for the glory of God.

The Worldview Builder section helps the students 
to connect what they are studying to a “pillar” of 
a Christian worldview. The four main pillars that 
are used in this study are: Creation, Providence, 
Rationality, and the Fear of God. After putting the 

Teaching God’s Word is unlike any other subject 
that you teach in school. It is the only book that 
is inspired by God! It is the only text that truly 
changes lives, by the power of the Holy Spirit. So 
teach it with great passion and excitement, as 
well as great care. When you teach the Bible you 
are giving your students the greatest treasure 
they can ever possess!

Scripture Memory. At the end of each Day One 
of the two-day lesson, the students will be taught 
a Scripture memory verse. These memory texts 
will be connected to what was studied that day. 
And, since you will cover two lessons each week, 
the students will be memorizing two passages a 
week—twice as much as most memory programs.

COMPONENTS—DAY TWO

AND F INALLY. . .

particular pillar on the board, the students will 
be asked to list things about that truth that they 
learned in the lesson.

Defend the Faith. A necessary component of a 
Bible curriculum is training our children how to 
defend the Christian faith. It is not good enough 
to give them Bible knowledge—they must learn 
how to answer questions about what they believe 
and why they believe it.

To that end, this section will present the students 
with a question that they will have to answer. You 
will also teach them the right answer after they 
have a chance to share their thoughts. This will 
begin the training of answering the skeptics and 
their attacks on Christianity.

Scripture Memory. The day’s lesson ends with 
a review of the Scripture memory passage. You 
may use any method to help the students put it 
to memory.
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Cornelius, a Roman centurion, was a God-fearing, devout Gentile. God 
spoke to him in a vision, instructing him to send for Simon Peter in order 
to hear what he has to say. Cornelius obeys and sends his messengers 
to Joppa to find the apostle. Just as the men were arriving at Peter’s 
home, God spoke to Peter by a vision too. In the vision, a sheet was 
lowered from heaven with all sorts of unclean animals, reptiles and birds 
on it. God tells Peter to kill the animals and eat them, but Peter refuses 
because they were unclean. God rebukes Peter, telling him that He alone 
cleans what is unclean. He also tells Peter to go with the servants of 
Cornelius, since he had “cleaned” this unclean Gentile. Peter obeys.

When Peter arrives at Cornelius’ home, he makes it clear that he is only 
there because God taught him to not declare anyone unclean or impure. 
Cornelius and his family and friends listen intently to all Peter has to say. 
With great power and clarity, Peter preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
While Peter is still speaking, the Holy Spirit comes on all who heard his 
message. Jewish believers are astonished as the Spirit has been given to 
the Gentiles! Peter then instructs the new believers and their families to 
be baptized.

The conversions of Cornelius and his family and friends enlarges the 
ever-increasing Kingdom of God. The Gentiles are now being changed 
so they can follow Jesus. They have been given the Holy Spirit. They 
have been baptized. There is now no more distinction between Jews and 
Gentiles. All people can now come to God in Christ—from every tongue, 
tribe and nation. Teach your children that the salvation of Cornelius 
opened the door for their own salvation. God’s chosen people are all 
those who come to Christ, whether Jew of Gentile. This astonished the 
Jews who had become Christians, and it should astonish us too. What 
a miracle it is that God would be gracious to save us! What amazing 
grace. Make sure you children begin to understand how much God loves 
them to give them salvation too.

Read over and meditate on Acts 10.

OVERV IEW
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Start by reading Proverbs 30:5-6.

 5 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take
  refuge in him. 6 Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and 
 you be found a liar.

Say: God has spoken to us in the Bible. Do you know that every word of the 
Bible is perfect? God’s Word is without error and nev-er changes. It protects 
us every step of the way. As the wise man says here—it is dangerous and 
utterly foolish to add to God’s Word. Only His Word can be fully trusted! Let’s 
study it today...

Now, let’s move on to QUIZ TIME.

Today’s questions: Who was one of the worst persecutors of the early 
church? What happened to Saul on his way to arrest more Christians in 
Damascus? What did Jesus say to Saul? How long was Saul blind after 
hearing from Jesus? Who did Jesus send to lay hands on Saul so he could get 
his sight back?

Answers: 
 1. Saul.
 2. A light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the 
 ground and Jesus spoke to him.
 3. “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
 4. For three days.
 5. Ananias.

Say: Saul was now converted to faith in Christ. Jesus also said that Saul would 
be His witness to the Gentiles and would suffer much for His name. From the 
beginning of his new life, Saul was persecuted for his faith, wasn’t he?

I NTRODUCT ION

QUIZ TIME

DAY ONE
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Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some 
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

Birth of 
Jesus

 4 BC 100 AD

Revelation

30 AD

Pentecost
Paul in 
Rome

Life of Christ

62 AD

Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) is VISION. Write it on the board.

We often use the word VISION to mean our sense of sight. If you have poor 
VISION, you will need to wear glasses or contacts.

In the Bible, the word VISION sometimes refers to something seen in a dream 
or trance. It is a way that God speaks to people, giving them supernatural 
revelation. VISIONS often included the voice of God—telling the person what 
to do.

In the Old Testament, God revealed the future in VISIONS to kings like 
Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar. Joseph and Daniel were followers of God who 
interpreted these dreams or VISIONS. Many of the Old Testament prophets 
also received VISIONS from God that they then taught the people.

VISIONS really get people’s attention, don’t they? They are often hard to 
understand, until they are interpreted. In our reading today, God will speak in 
VISIONS to two different people. Watch for our Word of the Week!

W.O.W!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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Have the students open their Bibles to Acts 10.

Introduction: Acts 9 ended with the leader of the apostles, Peter, traveling 
to several cities, preaching the gospel. He healed a paralytic man named 
Aeneas. What did he do for a fervent believer named Dorcas? [He raised 
her back to life.] Who really did these amazing miracles? [The Holy Spirit.] 
Many people began to follow the Lord because of the ministry of Peter. We’ll 
learn more about the life of Peter in our reading today.

Let’s begin. Read Acts 10:1-3.
1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was 
known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his 
household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually 
to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an 
angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.”

Discussion: Did you hear our Word of the Week? Who had a VISION? 
[Cornelius.] Was Cornelius a follower of Jesus? [No.] Was he a Jew? [No.] 
He was a Gentile who was a good man and a praying man. He was also the 
head of a large regiment of the Roman army. So why would God speak to 
Cornelius in a VISION?

Let’s see. Read verses 4-6.
4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he 
said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial 
before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is 
called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 
the sea.”

Discussion: What did the angel in the VISION tell Cornelius to do? [To send 
for the apostle Peter.] God has put His grace on Cornelius, hasn’t He?

Application: It is only because of God’s grace that He sends people to us to 
preach the gospel to us. Just like Cornelius, we need God to show us Jesus.

Let’s continue reading. Read verses 7-8.
7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his 
servants and a devout soldier from among those who attended him, 8 
and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Discussion: Did Cornelius obey the angel in the VISION? [Yes.] So how do 
you think Peter will respond to this strange request?

BIBLE INVESTIGATION



T H I R D  GR A DE T EACH E R ’S  M A N UA L //  U N I T  4  //  L E SSON 1  //  P 13

Let’s read and find out. Read verses 9-13.
9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, 
Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And 
he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were 
preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the heavens opened and 
something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four 
corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and 
birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat.”

Discussion: Who fell into a trance? [Peter.] As we said earlier, a trance 
is just like a VISION. What did Peter see in this VISION? [A large sheet 
containing all kinds of four-footed animals, reptiles, and birds.] What did 
the voice in the VISION tell Peter? [Get up. Kill and eat.] Peter was hungry 
for lunch, wasn’t he?

Let’s keep reading. Read verses 14-16.
14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a 
second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This 
happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.

Discussion: Did Peter obey the voice in the VISION and kill the animals and 
eat? [No.] Why not? [The animals were unclean.] As a good Jew, Peter 
had never eaten an unclean animal because it was against God’s Law. So, 
what did God tell him in response? [Don’t call anything impure that God 
has made clean.] God made these animals clean, so Peter could have eaten 
them. Peter should have obeyed God’s command. So what does this mean? 
The animals are simply symbols of something else, aren’t they?

Let’s see. Read verses 17-20.
17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that 
he had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, 
having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood at the gate 18 and called 
out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19 
And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, 
three men are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them 
without hesitation, for I have sent them.”

Discussion: Peter was thinking hard about this curious VISION, wasn’t 
he? What happened while he was still thinking about this VISION? [The



men from Cornelius showed up at his home.] So can anyone tell me the 
meaning of this VISION? Allow answers. Cornelius was a Gentile, so he 
was “unclean” to the Jews. Yet, God had made Cornelius the Gentile “clean.” 
He had worked in Cornelius’ heart. The VISION was communicating to Peter 
that God is about to begin working in the lives of unclean Gentiles—and Peter 
would have a part in that.

Conclusion: Isn’t that amazing? The Gentiles, who were once outside the 
covenant of grace, are now going to receive the gospel. That’s good news for 
you and me! The gospel now goes out to all people of all nations, tongues 
and tribes. This was a new idea to Peter. We’ll see what the Holy Spirit does 
through him next time.
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Read the Scripture Memory verse (Acts 10:34-35) to your students.

 Acts 10:34-35 (ESV) 
 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that
  God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears
  him and does what is right is acceptable to him.

Say: These are great words from the apostle Peter that we’ll read next time. 
He learned that God is in control of whom He saves. God saves people from 
every tribe, tongue and nation today. All who profess faith in Jesus Christ are 
saved!

Review the verses a couple of times.

Close in prayer.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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Let’s begin today with QUIZ TIME. Are you ready?

Today’s questions: What did Cornelius do for a living? Why did Cornelius 
send for Peter? Where was Peter at the time? What was Peter’s vision? What 
did the voice tell Peter to do?

Answers:
 1. He was a Roman centurion.
 2. An angel appeared to him in a vision and told him to.
 3. In Joppa, staying with Simon the tanner.
 4. A large sheet with all kinds of animals, reptiles, and birds.
 5. To get up, kill the animals and eat them.

Did Peter obey the voice in his vision? [No.] Why not? [Because he couldn’t 
eat unclean animals, according to God’s law.] God used this vision to send 
him to Cornelius, an unclean Gentile!

QUIZ TIME

DAY TWO

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some 
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

Birth of 
Jesus

 4 BC 100 AD

Revelation

30 AD

Pentecost
Paul in 
Rome

Life of Christ

62 AD
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Have the students turn in their Bibles to Acts 10.

Introduction: As Peter was still deep in thought over that amazing vision, 
who spoke to him? [The Holy Spirit.] The Holy Spirit told Peter to go with 
the three men who were at his door. Remember, they were there to take him 
to Cornelius!

Let’s continue our story today. Read Acts 10:21-23.
21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking 
for. What is the reason for your coming?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, 
a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by 
the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you 
to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited 
them in to be his guests. The next day he rose and went away with them, 
and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him.

Application: Did Peter obey God? [Yes.] Without the VISION, Peter would 
have probably rejected a request to preach the gospel to a Gentile. At the 
time, the gospel of Jesus was only for the Jews. You should be thankful that 
the gospel is now going out to the Gentiles. You and I are Gentiles! We need 
Jesus too.

Let’s read more. Read verses 24-26.
24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was 
expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 
25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and 
worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a 
man.”

Discussion: What did Cornelius do when Peter came into his house? [He 
bowed down to him.] Cornelius acted like he was worshiping Peter! Peter 
made it clear that only God should be bowed down to. Peter is only a man. 
Peter is just the messenger of God, a witness of Jesus Christ.

Let’s continue. Read verses 27-29.
27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons 
gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful 
it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, 
but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or 
unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then 
why you sent for me.”

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
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Discussion: Did you hear that? Like we just said, Jews were forbidden by 
God’s law to associate with Gentiles. Peter has learned the lesson that God 
alone says who and what is unclean. God has made a Gentile clean!

Listen to more. Read verses 30-38.
30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in 
my house at the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your 
alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and 
ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a 
tanner, by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind 
enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to 
hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.” 34 So Peter opened 
his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching 
good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.

Discussion: So, what does Peter tell Cornelius about? [About Jesus.] Peter 
starts preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ to this Gentile and his family and 
friends.

Let’s keep listening. Read verses 39-43.
39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but 
God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the 
people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets 
bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.”

Application: Amen! There’s the gospel, boys and girls. Peter clearly tells 
Cornelius all about who Jesus is, why He had to die, that He rose from the 
dead, and that He is the only WAY to receive forgiveness of sins. This is the
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same gospel that you must believe in order to go to heaven. Praise God that 
He has sent His witnesses out to teach us the gospel of peace!

Let’s finish up for today. Read verses 44-48.
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who 
had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can 
anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 
some days.

Conclusion: The gift of the Holy Spirit has now been given to the Gentiles. 
Because they had received the Spirit, Peter made sure they were also baptized, 
as Christ commanded. Through an amazing pair of VISIONS to two different 
men, God has now saved a Gentile man and his family. Isn’t God great? To 
all who put their faith in Christ, He pours out His Spirit to change their lives.

We’ll read more about Peter next time...
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Say: It’s time to use what we have learned in God’s Word this week to build 
our Christian minds. God has given us minds to think rightly and to believe 
the TRUTH. So, each week we will connect what we learn from God’s Word 
to HOW we are to think about all of life!

Draw the “Fear of God” pillar on the board. We will be building on our 
“Fear of God” pillar today. To fear God is to love Him, honor and worship Him, 
and obey Him. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom!

So, what things did we learn about the FEAR OF GOD in Acts 10? Assist 
your students to think of the following truths (connect them to the 
pillar):

 1. Cornelius was a devout and God-fearing Gentile.
 2. Cornelius had godly fear for the angel!
 3. Cornelius obeyed the angel’s instruction.
 4. Peter feared God by not eating anything unclean.
 5. Peter disobeyed God at first, but then obeyed him and went 
 to Cornelius’ home.
 6. Peter understood that the gospel was going to Gentiles.
 7. Cornelius became a follower of Jesus Christ!

Say: Now, it’s time to build our “defenses” up. You and I must always be 
prepared to defend and protect our faith in Jesus Christ. Just remember what 
the apostle Peter said:

I Peter 3:15 (ESV) 
15 ...always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in you…

Let’s get more PREPARED to give answers about the hope we have in Jesus 
Christ! Let me ask you yet another question and see how you do…

WORLDVIEW BUILDER
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Q: Is Jesus only for certain groups of people?

The Jews thought that the Messiah was just for them. In other times in history, 
people thought that Christianity was just for a certain part of the world. In 
American history, many native Americans thought that Christianity was just 
the “white man’s religion.” But what does the Bible say? Did Jesus come only 
to save certain groups of people? Allow answers.

Make sure the children have these elements in their answer:

A: Jesus is the LORD over all nations, tongues, and tribes. He 
came to save the world—meaning every sort of person from every 

conceivable background. Jesus doesn’t just belong to Americans or 
white people or even a certain denomination. Jesus is the 

Savior of all whom are His!

Say: Even though there are many religions in this world, there is only one true 
religion—Christianity. Jesus is the only way to the Father. He is the only giver 
of eternal life. And, thankfully, the Father gave Him as a gift to the whole 
world!

Review the Scripture Memory verse (Acts 10:34-35) with the 
students.

 Acts 10:34-35 (ESV) 
 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that
  God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears
  him and does what is right is acceptable to him.

Use any method to review the memory work with the students.

See if any student can say it from memory.

Close in prayer.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY


