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How to Loosen Clay Soil 
Steps for Success! 

   #1         #2           #3 

                      

Are clay or hardpan soils a problem in your garden? One of the biggest problems a home gardener 

faces in a new or established garden is a clay or hardpan type of soil. Poor drainage, soggy soil, and 

soil compaction are just a few of the conditions that clay or hardpan soils create. 

In a new garden one can work #1 Garden Magic Peat and #3 Dairy Doo into the soil to help 

break-up poor soil. But what do you do in an established garden? It would be too much work and 

take too much time to dig, replant and then recondition the soil. Here's where #2 Gypsum may be 

just the answer for reconditioning the soil, because it can be applied on the surface soil in the 

vegetable garden, flowerbeds or on the lawn. In other words it does not have to be worked 

(cultivated or spaded) into the soil, it can simply be spread on the surface. What does Gypsum do? 

It has the ability to penetrate the millions of fine clay particles in heavy or hardpan type soils and 

loosen the soil structure. This process then creates air and moisture spaces that eventually loosen 

and break-up the soil structure. The only problem is that this doesn't happen overnight, it takes 

yearly applications, over about a three-year period to get the job done. 

It should be noted that Gypsum does not contain any major plant nutrients, so it will still be 

necessary to continue a regular fertilizing program. Plus, you should continue to add organic humus 

in new areas, as you plant. Gypsum does contain calcium and sulfur, which are beneficial to plant 

growth. 
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