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WHY YOUR HYDRANGEAS 

ARE NOT FLOWERING 
Steps for Success! 

 #1     #2    #3  

There are 4 main reasons why your Hydrangeas may not flower 

#1 Improper pruning.   

 

This is the most common reason that causes Hydrangeas not to bloom.  Hydrangeas do not 

usually need to be pruned –ever- except to remove dead stems and blooms or if the plant is 

getting much too large.  A good rule of thumb is to prune only in the summer BEFORE 

August.  If you wait too much longer after this the Hydrangea may already have set its 

#N5 



bloom buds for next year, and any pruning after bud set would be the cause of no blooms 

the following year. 

 

#2 Not enough sunlight.   
 

Hydrangeas for the most part are full sun to part sun plants.  Northern or Eastern 

exposures are usually inadequate for light requirements.  Keep In mind that some 

Hydrangeas may appear very healthy and vigorous in low light areas but they may never 

bloom. 

#3 Late spring freeze.  
  

Most flower buds develop on old stems.  Once these flower buds are damaged in a late 

freeze, new flowers will not appear until the following year and only then if it is a milder 

spring.  A late freeze may also kill emerging leaves and as a result most of the new growth 

comes from the roots.  When this occurs you know you have a problem. 

#4 Too much fertilizer.   
 

Too much Nitrogen in the soil can halt flowering on Hydrangea, so it is always better to 

hold off the fertilizer until after bloom time is over if at all possible.  It is also best not to 

fertilizer newly planted Hydrangea until established for about 1-2 months. 

 

*Use #1 Baccto Tree, Shrub, & Perennial Mix when planting your Hydrangeas. 

 

*Use #2 Espoma Soil Acidifier to lower the soils ph for blue blooms.  (This is not a 

fertilizer). 
 

*Use #2 Espoma Garden-Lime to raise the soils ph for pink blooms.  (This is not a 

fertilizer). 

 

*Use #3 PW Premium Continuous Release Plant Food after blooms have died off in the 

early summer.  If the variety blooms all summer apply in late July. 
 

  

 


