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Bonsai Care 
Steps for Success! 
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Fertilizing: 
Use #1 All Purpose Miracle Gro once per month.  Use it at one-half the recommended 

strength.  In this case, a little more is not better.  A solution that is too strong will kill the 

tender roots of your bonsai tree.  It is better to use a weaker strength and apply it more 

frequently.  Never feed a plant that is bone dry or when it is in an unhealthy condition. 

 

Placement: 
All plants require light and Bonsai’s are no exception.  You may keep your Bonsai 

outdoors where it is shaded from direct sunlight in the summer and protected from drying 

winds in the winter.  If you are keeping your Bonsai indoors then the best location is an 

unobstructed East, West or South window, or under artificial light.  

 

Watering: 
Water is the most important element in the care of Bonsai.  More trees die as a result of 

neglectful watering or lack of watering than any other cause.  One cannot over water 

Bonsai as long as the water can drain through the soil and out of the drainage hole in the 

bottom of the container.  When the surface of the soil becomes dry, it is time to water 

thoroughly.  Once or twice a week submerge the tree into a water basin or sink right 
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above the moss.  Soak for 5 minutes and then drain.  Never under any circumstances let 

your Bonsai dry out completely. 

 

Pruning: 
Your Bonsai tree has already been styled and will require little more than maintenance 

pruning.  This involves pinching off or cutting off new growth as the terminal ends of the 

branches grow.  This nourishes older growth, ensures new bud formation and avoids 

branches that are bare except for green tips.  Deciduous and leafy material should be 

removed after two to four new leaves have opened.  Always leaves some leaves and nodes 

on each branch.  Pinch off clusters of new growth on conifers with your fingers.  Cutting 

conifers will cause the remaining needle ends to turn brown.  By pinching and pruning 

you control the growth cycle and hence the growth of your Bonsai.  Once you decide on 

the height and shape of your tree, keep growth and development within this design. 

 

Please note that all trees can be kept indoors with the exception of the Juniper, which 

must be kept outdoors.  In colder climates make sure any Palms are kept indoors. 

 

Potting:  
Use #2 Baccto Lite Premium Potting soil for potting or planting indoors or out. 

 


