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Sonia Sotomayor (1954 —)

Supreme Court Justice

“As you discover what strength you can draw from your
community in this world from which it stands apart, look
outward as well as inward. Build bridges instead of walls.”

Sonia Sotomayor is a trailblazing Puerto Rican role model for young woman
everywhere. She was born in the Bronx in 1954 to her hard-working parents at a time
when neither women nor Latinos worked as trial court justices.

Sonia was the third woman and first Hispanic judge to serve on the court. Her success
did not come without trial. She was diagnosed with diabetes at the age of 7 and lost
her father by the time she was 9 years old. Despite the family tragedy, her mom worked
extra hours to send Sonia and her brother to a private school, and Sonia went on to
make the best of her education by graduating as valedictorian of her class.

She was inspired by television character Perry Mason to become an attorney, and book
character Nancy Drew for her strength of will.

Sonia went on achieve her dreams and beyond. She has been involved in cases that set
legal precedents for both entertainment and sports and became a Supreme Court
Judge in 2009.
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