
ASSESSMENT
Directions & Scoring
• This Quick Placement Assessment is 100% aligned to the 60 books in the Hello Decodable Library with 

phonics introduced sequentially on the Scope & Sequence (page 7)
• It is meant to be a quick assessment to know immediately and without a lot of fuss and calculating 

about where to initially place students when grouping students into phonics skills groups (vs. a running 
record which will give you a student’s reading level, this is not that.) This tells you the highest level of 
phonics knowledge a student knows (and can decode) and places them in the group where they score 
80% or higher, meaning they can decode 80% or more of the words in the sentence. If the decoding is 
very labored and sound by sound, that should factor in because that is not fluent decoding, stop them 
if they continue decoding in this way and place them in the group where they weren’t reading like that. 

•  It should be administered individually, one on one. And an optional Teacher Scoring Sheet is included if 
you choose to use it per child. It will take you between 30-45 minutes to administer this to your whole 
class. 

• You will read the script in the gray box and discontinue the assessment once a child cannot read a 
sentence or two and score 80% or higher. For example, if a student reads 100% on Sentence #2 but 
only 9 in Sentence #3…place them in Group #3. Your groups will be formed once all your students have 
been placed in a group based on their score. When in doubt, place students in the lower group if you 
are unsure. 
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*This assessment may 
also be used as an 
Encoding Assessment 
for any student who 
can read all 12 
sentences at 80% or 
better, with little 
effort or struggle to 
decode because that 
only means they can 
read, it doesn’t mean 
they can spell these 
107 phonics patterns.



PHONICS GROUPS
Quick Placement Assessment
Teacher : “Today, I’m going to ask you to read some sentences. It’s not a 
test, it’s just a way to better help me teach reading, and to know the best 
reading group to put you in so you can be a successful reader. Just do 
your best, and when it gets too hard, we’ll stop.” 

1. A pig was mad at the big cat. 

2. It is fun to run and hop with the fit cubs and dogs. 

3. The vet said, “Don’t mix the figs and nuts for the birds and yaks!”

4. The bandit got fantastic tigers and camels from Wisconsin.

5. Jill and Quinn sat on the grass next to the twigs and frogs.

6. Mike and Pete think the white shark is strong but harmless.

7. I watched the large itchy elephant dance over the city bridge.

8. Mrs. Knox carried the silliest puppies while running in the village.

9. We ate green beans and light oats while playing in the haystacks.

10. Eat enough blue fruit before it spoils, then we’ll all walk to Austin.

11. Eight cold casual thieves sat in the windy jungle for not obeying.

12. Lewis needs relaxation to decrease his serious tension headaches.
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PHONICS ASSESSMENT
Teacher Scoring Sheet
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Name:

Skill Group (Each sentence includes skills represented in this phonics skills group.)

must read 
at least

# of 
words 
read 

correctly.

Pink 1 1 A pig was mad at the big cat. 6/8

Pink 2 2 It is fun to run and hop with the fit cubs and dogs. 11/13

Pink 3 3 The vet said, “Don’t mix the figs and nuts for the birds and yaks!” 11/14

Pink 4 4 The bandit got fantastic tigers and camels from Wisconsin. 7/9

Orange 1 5 Jill and Quinn sat on the grass next to the twigs and frogs. 11/13

Orange 2 6 Mike and Pete think the white shark is strong but harmless. 9/11

Orange 3 7 I watched the large itchy elephant dance over the city bridge. 9/11

Orange 4 8 Mrs. Knox carried the silliest puppies while running in the village. 9/11

Yellow 1 9 We ate green beans and light oats while playing in the haystacks. 10/12

Yellow 2 10 Eat enough blue fruit before it spoils, then we’ll all walk to Austin. 11/13

Yellow 3 11 Eight cold casual thieves sat in the windy jungle for not obeying. 10/12

Yellow 4 12 Lewis needs relaxation to decrease his serious tension headaches. 7/9

One student at a time, you’ll ask students to read the sentences on the Quick Placement Assessment. You can use 
this optional recording sheet or not. Students must get a minimum number (80%) of words correct in each sentence 
to “pass” for skill  group placement. Start at the top and discontinue after they fall below the pass number. The last 
sentence at or above the pass number on the right is the phonics skill group in which you will place them. The phonic 
skill group is the first column on the left and corresponds to the Scope & Skill Sequence sheet.
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Pink 1
begin with Book 1

Pink 2
begin with Book 6

Pink 3
begin with Book 11

Pink 4
begin with book 16

Orange 1
begin with Book 21

Orange 2
begin with Book 26

Orange 3
begin with Book 31

Orange 4
begin with Book 36

Yellow 1
begin with Book 41

Yellow 2
begin with Book 46

Yellow 3
begin with Book 51

Yellow 4
begin with Book 56

STUDENT PLACEMENT
Phonics Skill Groups

Teacher Name:

Add student names below to form your groups. 
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Sarah
Shane
Tyrone
Jose

Addison
Barkley
David
Pierre

George
Shaquanda
Naomi
Abbey

Helen
Michael
Travis
Reggie

Esli
Manny
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Pink 1
begin with Book 1

Pink 2
begin with Book 6

Pink 3
begin with Book 11

Pink 4
begin with book 16

Orange 1
begin with Book 21

Orange 2
begin with Book 26

Orange 3
begin with Book 31

Orange 4
begin with Book 36

Yellow 1
begin with Book 41

Yellow 2
begin with Book 46

Yellow 3
begin with Book 51

Yellow 4
begin with Book 56

STUDENT PLACEMENT
Phonics Skill Groups

Teacher Name:

Add student names below to form your groups. 
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Pink 1 Pink 2 Pink 3 Pink 4

Orange 1 Orange 2 Orange 3 Orange 4

Yellow 1 Yellow 2 Yellow 3 Yellow 4

STUDENT PLACEMENT
Phonics Skill Groups

Teacher Name:

Add student names below to form your groups. 
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STUDENT PLACEMENT
Phonics Skill Groups
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Teacher Name:

Pink 1
begin with Book 1

Pink 2
begin with Book 6

Pink 3
begin with Book 11

Pink 4
begin with book 16

Orange 1
begin with Book 21

Orange 2
begin with Book 26

Orange 3
begin with Book 31

Orange 4
begin with Book 36

Yellow 1
begin with Book 41

Yellow 2
begin with Book 46

Yellow 3
begin with Book 51

Yellow 4
begin with Book 56

Add student names below to form your groups. 
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My students are grouped by 

Phonics Skill,
Now What?

1. Recognize that grouping students by phonics skill is not the same as grouping 
students by reading level (grouping students by reading level is called Guided 
Reading). This is different because the focus of small group instruction will be 
phonics & phonemic awareness, and it should include reading, in case you were 
wondering! Read #2.

2. Purchase my PDF decodables that are 100% aligned to this assessment. If you 
don’t want to buy the bundle, you can purchase the pink, orange and yellow 
sets of 20 each separately, in my TpT store, Hello Literacy or go directly to 
bit.ly/helloSoRresources. Or, you can purchase the books already printed on 
my website www.hellodecodables.com

3. You will print the books you need for the groups you have. Make enough copies 
for each child to have their own book in their own hand. Make one copy of the 
TAKE AWAY page to send home, put into a literacy center or the student’s 
individual book bin.

If you have students that place out of the assessment, and their fluency is on 
grade level, that means either, they are ready to read any text and start them in 
Level I or J leveled text and resume Guided Reading. Or it means, they can 
decode but they cannot spell. If you suspect your student cannot spell the words 
on the assessment, give them the assessment as a Dictation Test.

If you have students who do not pass Sentence 1, place them into Pink 1 Group, as 
they will begin with learning short a and i vowels and consonants c p d t m s f n for 
5 lessons or 15 days. 
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60 pdf lessons + word lists + sound decks + assessments
for differentiated phonics skill groups at Tier 1

Purchase Hello Phonics in my TpT store: Hello Literacy, 
or from my website, hellophonics.com

100% ALIGNED TO MY HELLO DECODABLES
(sold separately)

™



SCOPE & SEQUENCE
Pink 1: short vowels a & i, consonants c (cat) s (sad) m  f  p  t  n  d

Pink 2: short vowels o & u, consonants k (kid) g (got) b  h  v  r  l   s/z/ (his), 
inflectional ending -s

Pink 3: short vowel e, consonants  j  z  w  x  y (yes)  z, schwa (was), er (her) ir 
(bird) ur (curl), long vowel cv (me, hi, go)

Pink 4: multi-syllabic CVC syllables (sunset, fantastic), and open & closed 
syllables (donut, music), schwa (animal, nickel, pencil, lemon, button)

Orange 1: s l & r consonant blends, double final consonants ff ll ss zz, ä sound, qu

Orange 2: Silent e: a_e (bake) e_e (eve) i_e (bite) o_e (rope) u_e (cute), 
consonant digraphs:  sh ck, th (the &  think) ch wh ng nk, ä sound

Orange 3:
Digraphs & Trigraphs: ph, tch, dge; y as a vowel (baby, cry), soft c 
(cell, city, cyclone) & soft g (gem, giant, gym) & three sounds of -ed 
(/id/d/t/), three sounds of y

Orange 4: Digraphs: wr, mb, rh, gn, kn; Suffixes: -es, -ies, -ing, ier, iest with and 
without spelling changes

Yellow 1: Long Vowels: a (a, ai, ay), e (ee, ea like meat & head), i (igh), o (oa, 
ow, oe) and short i (y like myth)

Yellow 2:
Short oo (book, push) Long u (ew, ue, ui, u_e, oo); Diphthongs: ou 
(ou, ow) (oi: oi, oy) aw: aw, au and a(lk) a(lt) a(l) and gh (g) & gh (f)

Yellow 3:
Long i and o: i(ld) i(nd) o(ld); long a, i and o: (ae, ie, oe); long e: (ey, 
ie, ei); /zh/ (s in treasure or casual); long a: (eigh, ei, ey, ea); 
Consonant +le syllable

Yellow4: Suffixes -ous, -tion, -sion, -ation, -tial, -cial; Multi-Syllabic Words & 
Common Affixes & Suffixes with Spelling Changes

hello!
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www.helloliteracy.com/decodables

NOW AVAILABLE IN NONFICTION!

LEARNING THROUGH INFORMATION

build decoding skills &
background knowledge

using

same phonics skill scope & sequence as the fiction hello decodables




