
 

Press Release 
 

Contact: 
Kevin Schmidt 
kevin@doodleydeesfarm.com 
(318) 402 - 1811 

 
For Immediate Release 

 
 

First Regional Aquaponics Farm Launched 
 

KARNACK, TX, February 3, 2015 - As the mother of five and grandmother of seven, 
local businesswoman and philanthropist, Denise Bankston, has realized her dream of 
creating and building a state-of-the-art farm to produce and distribute locally grown, 
organic, clean food for families, restaurants and institutions in the East Texas/Northwest 
Louisiana area. 
 
By the end of spring, Doodley Dee’s Farm will be producing more than 70,000 plants 
per month in their five greenhouses totaling 30,000 sq. ft., and the additional 100,000 
sq. ft. of indoor space currently planned for construction this summer.  The farm will 
soon be the largest, certified organic, aquaponics farm in the Southeastern United 
States.  More than 60 varieties of fruits and vegetables will be offered, many of which 
cannot be found in local supermarkets. 
 
“We welcome everyone to give us a call, come out and visit the farm to see what we’ve 
got going on here,” offered “Farmer Kevin” Schmidt, son of Denise Bankston and the 
mastermind behind the details of the farm.  Kevin is eager to share with others what he 
has learned after years of research about permaculture, and more specifically 
aquaponics and hydroponics. 
 
A great deal of trial and error on Kevin’s part has gone into designing each aspect of 
this intricate, yet sustainable way of growing and harvesting plants suspended in 
water…and of adapting what others have done around the world to East Texas.  
Patience and ingenuity are paying off as evidenced by the healthy plants, many grown 
from native seeds, that are now flourishing at the farm. 
 
In addition to becoming a local go-to source of all natural produce and other food items 
such as free-range organic eggs, Doodley Dee’s Farm will soon boast one of the 
premier, unique event centers in the region for hosting weddings, conferences, family 



reunions, etc.  A massive barn with 6,000 sq. ft. of usable and attractive space for 
seating up to 240 people will soon be available to rent. 
 
Once the farm is completely operational, Denise and her family are eager to host school 
groups so children and young adults in higher education can learn how clean organic 
foods are grown through aquaponics…and to encourage healthy eating habits. 
 
Due to the nationwide movement toward offering locally-grown, organic food, interest in 
Doodley Dee’s Farm is growing amongst the many fine restaurants in the area, as well 
as institutions dedicated to providing their students, patients and clients with the very 
best produce and organic food items possible. 
 
A portion of the proceeds from the farm will be donated to A Kid’s Choice Foundation 
that Denise Bankston also launched in the Shreveport area to help local children with 
learning disabilities.  
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