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Inspiring Women
Schedule of Events

Wednesday, March 16- Kickoff Breakfast 
Keynote Speaker: Sarah Rhodes, Bossier Parish
Sheriff’s Office 
Location: Bossier Parish Sheriff Substation, 2510
Viking Drive
Time: 8:00am-9:00am.  Doors open at 7:30am Ticket
Price: $ 15.00

Thursday, March 17- Alive @Five Networking
Event 

Location: Flying Heart Brewing, 700 Barksdale Blvd 
Time: 5:00pm-7:00pm Ticket Price: $5.00 Entry fee
which will include light refreshments. Flying Heart is
donating $2.00 from each entry fee to our two charity
organizations! This is a great way to network with oth-
ers and experience St. Patrick ’s Day with the new
brewery. 

Friday, March 18- Spa Day
Location: Virginia College, 2950 E Texas Street
(Interstate side of Pierre Bossier Mall)
Time: 4:00pm-7:00pm Ticket Price: Complimentary but
tips are appreciated.
Pamper yourself after a hard work week! Services
include: mini manicures, brow shaping, scalp mas-
sages, blow outs & more!!!!

Tuesday, March 22- Women, Wine and
Paintbrushes 

5:30pm-7:30pm
Location: Bossier Arts Council, 630 Barksdale Blvd
Time: 5:00pm mix and mingle; 5:30pm-7:30pm painting 
Tickets: $35.00 Seating is Limited. Reservations and
prepayment required.
Come enjoy a glass of wine and a painting class. 

Wednesday, March 23rd- Inspiring Women
Week Luncheon 

Keynote Speaker: Lt. Bill Davis, Bossier Parish
Sheriff’s Office 
Location: Bossier City Civic Center Time: 11:30am-
1:00pm.   Doors open at 11:00am
Tickets: $35.00 NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD THE
DAY OF THE EVENT. 

Amanda Simmons
amanda@bossierpress.com

Bossier Schools recently honored A-Kids-
Choice founder Denise Bankston, thanking her
for the educational opportunities she has pro-
vided Bossier Parish.
What started as a journey to help one stu-

dent turned into helping thousands of Bossier
Parish students through her foundation.
Bankston, known as DeeDee, created A-

Kids-Choice in 2010. Since then, A-Kids-
Choice has provided priceless educational
opportunities to students in the Bossier Parish
school system.
Bankston’s journey began when her son, JT,

was diagnosed with dyslexia and dysgraphia in
the third grade. She spent 12 years searching
for answers and a way to help her child achieve
academic success. Bankston eventually found
The Landmark School in Boston, Mass., which
specializes in helping students with students
with dyslexia and other language-based learn-
ing disabilities (LBLD).
JT went on to graduate from The Landmark

School in 2005 and obtain a college degree in
2010. Bankston returned to Bossier with a

promise to help and encourage other families
who may be struggling to find their answer. 
Bossier educators are sent to Boston annual-

ly for training. They bring back newfound
knowledge and skills to their fellow educators.
Bankston also brings Ann Larsen, an instructor
at Landmark School who specializes in educat-
ing children with dyslexia and learning diffi-
culties, to Bossier for parish-wide workshops.
In return, educators take back what they learn
to their schools and teach their colleagues the
strategies.
The ultimate goal has always been to help

the students – those with or without learning
differences. 
It has been an incredible journey and

Bossier Parish schools are seeing the results.
The Landmark learning strategies have been
implemented in all Bossier Parish elementary
schools.
Bankston, however, is not stopping there.

She is now reaching out to Bossier Parish mid-
dle schools.
“I became my son's biggest advocate. I'm

not an educator or a counselor, but I am a moth-
er,” Bankston said. “This is about our future.
These strategies work.”

ThankYou, DeeDee!

“[The legislators] definitely knew we were there,” he
said. “Our presence was felt and the most important thing
was we put our faces with the statistics. We're not just num-
bers on a page.”

Another key point at the rally was voicing concern for
TOPS. Louisiana’s student financial aid office notified the
state’s colleges and universities in mid-February that it had
halted payments for TOPS (Taylor Opportunity Program
for Students) because of the uncertainty surrounding the
state’s budget crisis. 

Governor John Bel Edwards said TOPS recipients
would not have to cover the cost of their scholarships.
TOPS payments resumed the following day at 80% of the
original payments, with universities and colleges filling in
the 20 percent gap.

However, Edwards stated that for the fiscal year
starting July 1, TOPS could be limited because of a
lack of funds. The announcement shocked students and
families across the state. Crews said she chose to
attend LSUS because her tuition would be covered by
TOPS.

“It was the best financial decision for me,” she said.
“TOPS is crucial. That's what I have relied on and worked
hard for while I was in high school. When I was looking at
colleges, I looked at which one [TOPS] covered more.”

Instituted in 1989, the program uses public money to
pay tuition at Louisiana public colleges and universities
and a few Louisiana private universities. To qualify, stu-
dents must meet coursework, grade-point–average and
ACT benchmarks.

Crews, a 2015 graduate of Parkway High School, is the
first in her immediate family to attend college and it's
something she's very proud of. She also maintained her
grades in high school and earned a high score on the ACT
test. 

“My future is being threatened right now and I'm tak-
ing it seriously,” Crews said. “To go to college on scholar-
ship shows I worked my butt off. It's not fair that all my
hard work is in jeopardy.”

She decided to make the trip to Baton Rouge for one
simple reason – to be a voice for higher education. Being
at the Capitol with more than 2,000 students was an
empowering moment.

“Just to know we were all standing there for the same
cause, fighting for the same thing, it was powerful know-
ing I'm not alone. Having one voice shows we care and we
know our voices were heard,” she said.

The special session must end no later than March 9.
Both Volcheck and Crews encouraged other students to get
involved by contacting their legislators.

HEAT

Pictured (left to right) are Sherri Poole, JT and Denise Bankston at a reception
held in honor of Bankston's foundation, A-Kids-Choice.
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