
It was an early start to head out to Wake•  eld Park Raceway in NSW for our 
•  rst track test session. Paul Gillis and Craig White had •  own down to Sydney 
the night before where they met up with Neil Streeting. Neil had prepped 
the SL-R in his Sydney workshop and it was ready for its •  rst shakedown 
session. The air was thick with excitement and anticipation, this was the 
culmination of months of compliance testing and development. 

The SL-R was attracting 
plenty of attention, a 
quick stop for breakfast 

resulted in a large group of 
enthusiasts gathering around 
the trailer to get a closer look.

Paul has previously raced 
a GT40 replica and before 
that a few Cobra replicas. 
Neil and I went to work as pit 
crew, making adjustments 
and checking the SL-R 
between sessions.

At the track, we quickly 
unloaded the SL-R and got 
Paul signed. Some •  nal 
precautionary checks, then 
Paul was suited up ready for his 
•  rst test session. First time out 
was to be a leisurely stint with 
Paul concentrating on bedding 
in the brakes and getting a feel 
for the SL-R. It quickly became 

apparent that a problem with 
the Throttle Position Sensor 
(TPS) was going to be a major 
issue when it came to getting 
any competitive lap times, 
disappointing but we were 
really there to run in the vehicle 
and get feedback on the 
handling and performance.

After the 1st session, the 
SL-R was quickly returned to 
the pits for a detailed check of 
the ride height, wheel alignment 
and suspension settings.

The SL-R looked amazing 
out on the track and was 
certainly a favourite in the 
pit area. By the end of an 
exciting day we had found no 
reliability issues and had all the 
feedback we needed on the 
required suspension tweaks 
and changes.
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RCR Superlite Roadster (SL- R)
Paul’s  rst Australian
RCR Superlite Roadster (SL- R)
to hit the track
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We were recently invited 
to road test the new Parrot 
MKi9200 Bluetooth Car Kit, 
and naturally Rob turned the 
job over to me.  The kit is 
compatible with virtually all 
Bluetooth enabled phones, 
and the only one available in 
Australia which is endorsed for 
use with the iphone, so I and 
my iphone were very excited 
to try it out. In order to really 
evaluate the MKi9200 for use in 
kit cars, I had it installed in my 
MX5 (a bribe from Robert, so 
that I couldn’t complain about 
all his cars!)

Installation and Set-Up
This isn’t your run-of-the-mill 
DIY system; the manufacturers 

recommend it be installed by 
a professional installer of car 
audio systems, as the unit is 
fully wired to control the car’s 
speakers. (In my case the 
installer came to me at work 
and it was all up and running 
within an hour).
 The first time I hopped 
into the car I had to link the 
Bluetooth- this was a really 
simple process of activating my 
phone’s Bluetooth and typing 
in the code number.  Now 
the phone stays in my bag or 
pocket when I’m driving, I don’t 
have to touch it at all, and I 
know my phone is now a fully 
legal hands-free device. The 
remote control is attached to 
my steering wheel, but comes 

with options for mounting to 
any surface.  

Making and 
Answering Calls
Answering calls is as simple as 
hitting the green button! Safety 
while driving is important and I 
can now drive, and answer my 
calls without taking my hands 
off the wheel, or my eyes off the 
road.  The display shows all of 
my contact details for callers in 
my phonebook. 
 The call comes through the 
stereo speakers, and you have 
control over the volume using 
your remote, this is particularly 
important when driving with the 
roof down, or if you are a little 

Road Testing the Parrot 
MKi9200 Bluetooth Car Kit
Story by Joanne Jacobs

Ok, I admit it, I’m a phone junkie, and love technology for 
technology’s sake. My husband on the other hand wants nothing 
more from a phone than a button to answer calls.  Consequently 
I am always on the lookout for clever technology which will keep 
me enchanted, without bamboozling him, I think I’ve found it!  



After completing the 
suspension adjustments and 
replacing the TPS the SL-R 
was running well enough to 
enter its •  rst race meet.  We 
did •  nd the size of the Waste 
Gate on the turbo was causing 
issues, so was it was decided 
to run minimal boost.  As a 
result power was down by 
approximately 30%.

The SL-R was prepared 
at the RCR factory on the 
Gold Coast, Rob Sabo and I 
transported it to the track on 
Friday afternoon, just in time for 
a few test runs.

The weather on Saturday 
was mixed and the day 
was spent with Paul getting 
comfortable with the car. Further 
improvements were made and 
Paul was thoroughly enjoying 
himself out on the track. The 
SL-R was developing great 

To overcome the fuel surge 
problems it has been decided 
that the SL-R will be •  tted 
with an upgraded surge tank 
incorporating a separate lift 
pump and enough capacity 
to successfully eliminate 
the problem.

The turbo will also be 
modi•  ed with a larger waste 
gate, before returning to the 
dyno to get a •  nal tune and 
a return of the much needed 
extra horsepower.

The SL-R will be 
competing at various racing 
events in QLD with the hope 
of getting away to a few 
interstate events as well. 
The potential of the SL-R 
is amazing and it’s great 
that Paul is getting so much 
enjoyment out of it.

I expect that Paul can’t 
wait for the next track outing. 

grip, turning in really well, but 
most importantly Paul was 
really enjoying driving it.  Rain 
came late in the afternoon and 
delayed the •  nal track session 
that day.  The SL-R was again 
popular with both spectators and 
fellow competitors, generating 
a constant stream of enquiries 
and interest.

As the SL-R posted 
increasingly faster times it 
became apparent that the 
anti-surge fuel setup was not 
coping with the g-forces and 
fuel consumption it was being 
subjected to.  Even a full tank 
of fuel at the start of the session 
was not enough to totally 
alleviate the fuel surge issues.

Sunday morning and the SL-R 
was posting faster lap times than 
Paul had achieved in his GT40, 
as Paul posted his fastest time of 
the weekend, a 2:33.97.

Paul’s RCR Superlite Roadster
First Race Meet
A Series, Morgan Park Raceway

Opposing page 
top photo: 
Paul Gillis the proud 
owner of the •  rst SL-R in 
Australia, and the •  rst to 
experience the excitement 
of this truly unique car on 
the Wake•  eld Raceway.

Opposing page 
bottom photo: 
Paul gives feedback 
during a test session to 
establish base line shock 
absorber settings. All SL-R 
owners will bene•  t and 
use these on their cars.

Left:
On the track the car was 
fast, very fast in fact during 
testing the SL-R was 
faster than Paul’s race 
GT40.

Bottom left:
The SL-R looks really 
good; the stance is perfect 
for a track car with a wide 
track and light weight, not 
to mention the front and 
rear spoilers just imagine 
what it will be like on 
the street.
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hard of hearing.
 For those who wish to 
make calls while driving (e.g. 
check your family’s order of 
food or refreshments as you 
arrive at the drive-through) the 
voice-activated dialling is purely 
plug and play- the system being 
programmed to “translate” 
any person’s speech, simply 
press the green button on the 
remote and speak the name 
of the person to be called. 
Alternatively you can search 
your contact lists and call logs, 
and choose the number to dial.

The Remote Control 
The control is very simple and 
intuitive to operate, and as 
mentioned can be mounted 
on the steering wheel or any 
surface you choose. For those 
with little interest in higher 
functions; the green button 
answers calls, while the red 
button hangs up. Separate 
buttons are provided to play/
pause music, and to allow 
movement between tracks, 
and are all clearly marked and 
easily recognisable (though 
my husband apparently hasn’t 
found these yet). 
 All other functions are 
controlled by the central 
knob. The menu is activated 
by depressing the knob and 
navigated by a simple twist 
which allows you to scroll 
through the available options, 
once you find the desired 
option another push on the 
knob selects this function. How 
simple is that? (And if you get 
lost, push the red button to go 
back to the normal screen)
 

Listening to Music
For those of us who love our 
gadgets this is where the 
Parrot MKi9200 really comes 
into its own! My installation 
includes connections for all the 
major types of music players, 
with an ipod connection, usb 
connection, and line in all 
discretely hidden inside my 
centre consol.  The ipod or 
mp3 player remains hidden 
(and on charge), and is once 
again controlled using the 
remote control.
 For those who don’t know 

the first thing about mp3 
players, there is an upside 
here.  The Parrot MKi9200 
also has an SD card slot (you 
know, the little memory card 
like you have in your camera), 
these cards can now hold up 
to 32Gig of data- so if you get 
your computer savvy wife/child/
grandchild to load some of 
your favourite tunes onto the 
card you can listen to 100s of 
hours of your music in the car- 
enough for your trek to the 
next nationals, wherever they 
may be. 
 Naturally, when the phone 
rings music play will be paused 
as your call comes through the 
stereo speakers.

Why the Parrot 
MKi9200 deserves 
consideration 
for your project
Kit cars and convertibles are 
traditionally small vehicles, 
with little room in the dash for 
installing a stereo- and if you 
do, you run the risk of having it 
stolen from your open-roofed 
car when you leave it parked. 
As this installation controls 
the amplifiers your stereo can 
be built into the car- perhaps 
the boot, or concealed within 
a secret compartment. The 
Parrot MKi9200’s tiny, discrete 
screen can easily be removed 
from its cradle and placed 
in a pocket when you leave 
your vehicle, protecting your 
investment, and removing any 
temptation- out of sight, out of 
mind. 
 I really would suggest that 
those contemplating adding a 
stereo to a build take a good 
look at the Parrot MKi9200, it 
is a departure from the norm, 
but serves so many functions in 
a very neat package, which fits 
easily into any car interior.

In Summary
This is a sophisticated device, 
which is perfect for both the 
techno junkie and technophobe 
alike; easy to operate, but with 
lots of nifty features for those 
who want to use them. I love 
the fact the installation is neat 
and very discrete and that the 

screen is easily removed for 
security. 
 I was really impressed to 
discover that when I use the 
sat nav app on my iphone the 
instructions are broadcast over 
the stereo too (beats the pitiful 
speakers in the average gps 
system). Now, if I could only view 
my iphone screen I’d have a fully 
functioning gps system as well, 
and that would be just about 
perfect!
 As a final note... if my 
husband can use this (without 
complaint) anyone can!
 The Parrot MKi9200 retails 
for $498.99 (Incl. GST). Any 
enquires should be directed to 
the Australian distributor Strike 
www.strike.com.au or phone 
1300 792 044

Road Testing the Parrot 
MKi9200 Bluetooth Car Kit
Story by Joanne Jacobs


