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In joyfu[ Ce[eﬁmtion of Gandhi Jayanti 2010

Sarvodaya International Trust Andhra Pradesh Chapter
is privileged to present
“Mahadevbhai”
a play highlighting the Mahatma’s life and message
by |
Jaimini Pathak & Ramu Ramanathan

in the distinguished presence of
His Excellency Shri E.S.L Narasimhan
| Governor of Andhra Pradesh
e
Smt Vimala Narasimhan
First Lady

Ravindra Bharati, Hyderabad
October 2nd, 2010, 11 am
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SITAPC Interacts with Japanese Team

The Asa Banu Japan Centre in conjunction with Orchids
" #| International School brought thirteen students, accompanied
' M by two school teachers, from Hiroshima and Miyoshi cities,
Japan as part of a student exchange program, to participate
in the August 6™ 2010 Hiroshima Day. This year marks the
sixty fifth anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima city
and the first use of 2 nuclear bomb. This student delegation
was carrying the message of peace and friendship and the necessity of nuclear
disarmament. The Board Members of the SITAPC had an interactive meeting
with the student team on the 9% of August 2010.

& =
Japanese Team

The SITAPC Board Members made a brief presentation on Gandhi and his message
of peace, non-violence, satyagraha and ahimsa.

The Board Members of SITAPC also introduced the idea of starting and running
Gandbhi clubs in their schools in Hiroshima and Miyoshi cities, Japan. This would
be a collaborative venture between SITAPC and the Hiroshima and Miyoshi
schools.

The students and their teachers welcomed the idea of Gandhi clubs and expressed
their willingness to organize such Gandhi clubs to spread the message of India’s
prophet of peace, the Mahatma.

The SITAPC also presented the student team and their teachers with mementoes
of the meeting in the form of books on Gandhi. The students were rouched and
appreciative of this gesture of the SITAPC.

Ahimsa Silk Exhibition
Organised by SITAPC

The Sarvodaya International Trust, the Andhra Pradesh
Chapter, Hyderabad, organised an exhibition of Ahimsa Silk f8
products on the 23 of September, 2010 at La Makaan
Hyderabad.

Mr. Kusuma Rajaiah
Ahimsa silk was created for the first time in the world in 1991, by the highly
commended technocrat Mr. Kusuma Rajaiah, who conducted years of research
in the field and invented the technique of acquiring silk yarn from silk cocoons
without killing the silk worms. Mr. Kusuma Rajaiah’s productions unit is based
in Ramanthapur, Hyderabad, and exports ahimsa silk all over the world, where
itis highly priced for it’s non-violent and eco-friendly qualities.

Ahimsasilk is in keeping with Gandhian principles of non-violence, and swadeshi.
Gandhiji himself advocated silk which could be produced without killing the
silk worms.

Since the SITAPC is a non-profit organization, the ahimsa silk exhibitation was purely
an exhibition and not a sale. The ahimsa silk products and the STTAPC’s efforts in
bringing it to the notice of the general public were deeply appreciated by the visitors.
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WERKHAUS

seide ohne gewalt

Neues Patent aus Indien | Fiir einen
einzigen Seidensari miissen rund 10.000
Seidenspinnerraupen ihr Leben lassen.
Die verpuppten Tiere werden durch hei-
fSes Wasser oder Dampf abgetitet, damit
man den kostbaren Faden ihres Kokons
abwickeln kann. Der Inder Kusuma
Rajaiah (Foto) hat einen anderen Weg
der Seidengewinnung gefunden. Bei der
patentierten Ahimsa-Seide (»Ahimsa«
bedeutet »Prinzip der Gewaltlosigkeit«)
werden die Kokons des Maulbeerseiden-
spinners nach zehn Tagen vorsichtig
aufgeschnitten und die erwachsenen
Motten befreit. Dadurch entstehen zwar
kiirzere Fadenstiicke, die aber maschinell oder per Hand versponnen werden
kinnen. Die »gewaltlose« Seide wird mittlerweile sogar von wichtigen indi-
schen Politikerinnen und Hollywoodstars getragen. www.bioseide.de

Kreativitdt auf Miinchner Tradition
trifft, entstehen die verriickten und
zugleich hochwertigen Socken und
g Overknees von Minga Berlin.
e M e 5 (»Minga« ist bayerisch fiir
Miinchen). Bei dem Label kommt
feinste Bio-Baumwoll-Qualitiit ans Bein.
Modemutige Overknees-Trigerinnen wihlen die
zweifarbige oder geringelte Variante. Die Socken
gibt’s auch im Pixel-Look. www.mingaberlin.com

Stefanie Schmitz,
eve-Redakteurin

0ko
Portal fiir »grilne« Schuhe | Sie suchen hiibsche Stiefel fiir
den Herbst, die nicht nur chic, sondern auch nachhaltig produziert
worden sind? Dann werden Sie bestimmt fiindig bei Okoschuhe.de.
Das neue Internetportal filhrt mehr als 500 Modelle von 14 Produzenten, darunter Think
Shoes, EI Naturalista oder Terra Plana. Zur besseren Orientierung werden die Pradukte mit

Attributen wie (ko (wenig Umweltbelastung, recycelbar), Fair (menschliche Arbeitsbedin-
gungen) oder Sozial (Engagement fiir Benachteiligte) gelabelt. www.oekoschuhe.de
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INTERNATIONAL

QuaLITY SumMmIT

CoNVENTION IN NEw YORK

BID Group One & Business Initiative Directions have
been gathering world business pioneers in Europe and
the United States to recognize quality for over 30 years.
The 2014 International Quality Summit Convention
brought leaders from 49 countries to New York in
recognition of their achievements. These leaders and the
businesses they represent have shown a commitment
to quality deserving of recognition, and in this issue,
we’ll be taking a closer look at some of these exciting
companies.

During the two eventful days of the International
Quality Summit Convention in New York, the New York
Marriott Marquis Convention Hall was home to leaders
with bright ideas, united fo receive the International
Quality Summit Award.

It was an international showcase of leadership
and business talent from an array of countries and
sectors. Yet despite diverse origins and walks of life, the
companies and organizations present bore one striking
similarity: the desire to promote excellence in their
countries, and emphasize quality at all times.

Above, Rajaiah Kusuma (center right), Inventor and Patent Holder of
Ahimsa Silk; Savithri Kusuma (center left), Proprietor, Designer Weaves,
and Avani Kusuma (right), Designer, in Designer Weaves from India,
receive the 2014 International Quality Summit Award from Jose E. Prieto,
President and CEO of BID and Craig Miller, President of the QC100
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AHIMSA SILK: THE SILK OF LIFE

BY CHITRA BALASUBRAMANIAM

A traditional zari saree handwoven with Ahimsa silk yarn. Zari refers to the ornamentation done
using golden threads; the making of zari yarn is an art in itself.

ilk brings up feelings of the heady

East, of a sensuous luxurious fabric.
It is among the most coveted of all natural
fibers. One aspect that has bothered the
conscience of many is that in the tradi-
tional process of making silk, the
silkworm is killed. It is this violent form of
extraction that has plagued many silk
connoisseurs.

It was a question from one such silk
lover that led Kusuma Rajaiah, a senior
government officer, to develop a
nonviolent form of making silk. He aptly
named it Ahimsa, meaning nonviolent.
In India;ahimsa has special reference to
the country’s independence struggle
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under Mahatma Gandhi, which was
fought on the principles of nonviolence.
Ahimsa silk is one of the most eco-
friendly varns; as Rajaiah says, "Silk is
made without killing the silkworm. It is
no harm to nature and Mother Earth”
He further elaborates, "About fifteen
cocoons, even more depending on the
size, are needed to make a gram of raw
silk. To make a saree, about thirty
thousand cocoons are needed. This
means we are sacrificing about thirty
thousand lives. In making Ahimsa silk,
we are saving billions of innocent lives”
This harmless way of making silk and of
nurturing nature makes the silk special.

More than an inventor or silk maker,
Rajaiah comes across as a man whose
aim is to propagate this nonviolent form
of silk making. As he says, “Tam nota,
businessman. Tam a retired government
officer. T am making this silk to give the
message of ahimsa or nonviolence to the
world. I give with an appeal to be kind
and compassionate towards living
creatures, animals, and human beings”

Rajaiah recalls his initial interest in
making this form of silk: “The then
president of India, R. Venkataraman’s
wife, Janaki Vehkataraman, posed a
question [about| whether it was possible
to make a silk saree without killing the
silkworm. This led me to research and
succeed in making silk without killing
the silkworm” Rajaiah has been awarded
patents for the processes he has invented.
The journey, though, was not easy. After
much study and many trials, he pro-
duced the first Ahimsa saree in 1993, and
commercial production began in 2001.

HOW IS SILK MADE?

In normal practice, the rearing of
silkworms is strictly controlled.

The silkworms (Bombyx mori) hatch
from the eggs and are allowed to feed on
mulberry leaves. Alfter they have their fill,
they stop eating and start spinning
cocoons. In the natural course of things,
the silkworm in the cocoon goes into the
pupa stage and then pierces the cocoon
to emerge as a moth. In the silk industry,
the cocoons are typically harvested
before the moth emerges. When the
moth pierces the cocoon, it results in
broken filaments and the silk becomes
tough. The cocoons are boiled in water or
steamed to soften them, and the unbro-
ken silk is reeled.

One cocoon, when boiled in water, can
give a continuous yarn of 600 to 1,000
meters, whereas if the moth emerges, the
filament is broken in many places. When
harvested in this way, 95 percent of the
silk is usable for making varn.

v



MAKING AHIMSA SILK
So how is Rajaiahs process different?

* As Rajaiah explains, “After purchasing
the cocoons from the farmers, we keep
them in open baskets for about ten days.
The worm metamorphoses into a moth
and is alive inside, pierces the cocoon
slowly, and emerges out naturally. The
moth is then separated by hand and kept
in another open basket. The cocoons are
separated and kept aside. The moth lives
its life fully before dying a natural death
in a week. The moths do not feed on
anything; the proverbial last meal they
have is of the mulberry leaves in the
worm stage. The pierced cocoons are
sent to the spinning mills to be spun’

“'The pierced cocoons are degummed to
remove any resins. They are then
combed, carded, and processed to

" remove impurities and then sent for
spinning. The quality of the silk yarn is
extremely fine, but to achieve that fine
quality, about 80 percent of the silk is
discarded during spinning. Rajaiah hasa
patent for the process of spinning the
pierced cocoon to make fine mulberry
silk yarn that overcomes the discontinu-
ity of the yarn and its hardness.

This painstaking process and the high
level of waste makes the silk expensive.

The silkworms, ready to start spinning their cocoons.

-~

PHOTOGRAPHS BY KUSUMA RAJAIAH

Cones of Ahimsa silk yarn.

To weave a normal silk saree usually takes
three to five thousand cocoons. To weave
the same saree in the Ahimsa way, using
cocoons which have been pierced, takes
tens of thousands. This increases the price
of each saree.

Ahimsa silk does not have the traditional
shine and is not as warm as other commer-
cially produced sitk yarn. This does not
mean its less useful; in fact, Ahimsa sillc is
much cooler and softer and wicks away
moisture. It has good drape, breathes, and is
apt for any climatic condition. The yarn is
strong and can be worked on both
handlooms and power looms.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2018

Today, Rajaiah makes fine silk yarns.
Sericulture activities are carried out by
farmers, and the spinning and weaving is
done in Hyderabad by 150 employees.
Rajaiah is extremely careful about selling
his yarn to weavers, as he feels they may
dilute the principles by indiscriminately
blending it with other yarns. His biggest
problem is competing with traditionally
produced silk fabrics. However,
discerning customers and the growing
consciousness for use of eco-friendly
textiles and fabrics are seeing him
through. <=

A moth after it has emerged from the cocoon.
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Following in the footsteps of Mahatma Gandhi, Kusuma Rajaiah’s ahimsa silk, which is crafted
without the killing of silkworms, has become a movement in the fashion arena. Anurima Das
talks to the man behind the discovery.

Ahimsa silk, better known as peace silk, is
nothing short of a revolution—a scientific
breakihrough that has given birth to a fashion
movement. What started way back in the 1990s
as an experiment by government officer Kusuma
Rajaiah has now become a cause the fashion
fraternity the world over accepts and embraces to
end the cruel killing of the silkworm species.

HOW IS SILK MADE?

Silk is traditionally made from cocoons of the
silkworm (scientific name: Bombyx mori). The
pupae in these cocoons are killed via a steaming
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process or the cocoons are dropped in boiling
water when they are ten days old, before they
metamorphose into a moth. This is because

the silk is believed to be the finest at this stage.
However, the making of ahimsa silk follows a
different model—one which believes that beautiful
silks can be created even without the killing of
the worms.

CURBING VIOLENCE

Kusuma Rajaiah has over 40 years of experience
in this industry. He conceived this idea when he
was approached by Janaki Venkataraman, wife
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of former President Ramaswamy Venkataraman.
She had asked him if it was possible to craft

a silk sari without killing any silkworm. Hailing
from a weaver's family, the thought unsettied
Kusuma, and he started to experiment with
ways in which he could create silk while saving
silkworms, “Initially, | was successful in making a
sari without causing any harm to the silkworms.
However, | needed to see the merit of the
manufacturing process and thersby continued
my experiment. In the year 2000 following a
year of rigorous research, | discovered that

the process of manufacturing ahimsa silk was
commercially viable. This opened the path to bulk
manufacturing of non-violent silk,” says

Kusuma Rajaiah.

THE PROCESS
In the making of ahimsa silk, the pupa is first
allowed to hatch, and it is only after it matures
and escapes the cocoon as a moth, that the
leftover cocoon is used to create silk. In fact, even
after the worms have left their cocoons, each
cocoon is checked diligently to ensure that the
no pupa remains. Only once this is done, are the
zocoons taken up for the weaving of the yarn.
While Bombyx mori are the preferred species
“or creating ahimsa silk, today, several other types
such as tussah and muga moths are also used
0 manufacture variants of this silk. Ultimately,
e market for the premium species of silk is way
more diverse as compared to the inferior variants.

FABRIC SPEAK

As Kusuma Rajaiah points out, the price of
ahimsa silk garments are double the price of other
kinds of silk products. However, the fashion world
is fast embracing non-violent silk, as Kusuma
further mentions, “l have created awareness
about ahimsa in the world through fabric and
many people globally are diverting to non-violence
and vegetarianism to a great extent today. | have
visited many countries in Europe and the United
States and given speeches regarding non-
viclence in fashion. This has led to an increased

IN THE MAKING OF AHIMSA SILK,
THE PUPA IS FIRST ALLOWED TO
HATCH, AND [T IS ONLY AFTER

T MATURES AND ESCAPES THE
COCOON AS A MOTH, THAT THE
LEFTOVER COCOON IS USED TO
CREATE SILK.

“@Shutterstock.com
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FABRIC SPEAK

DES]GN ER JYOT| REDDY’ S EREEN A and wrongs of a fabric before paying a price for
something that does not desarve our attention.
|S TAK”\IG AN ”\/]PORTANT STEP Brands such as Mastani by Kudrat Makkar,
TO\/\/ARDS SUSTA]NABH_H_Y which spread Indian craft and handloom stories
TH ROUGH T H E EXTEN S|\/E U SE OF all across the globe, are now adopting the use
of ahimsa silk. An Australia-based, Indian-origin

AHIM SA Sl LK label, Mastani crafts a segment of its collection

using ahimsa silk. Another such brand is London-

based Mother of Pearl, which has incorporated
awareness of textiles in the developed countries. ~ &himsa silk in many of its pieces.
Incidentally, following my discovery in 2000, the Closer home, designer Jyoti Reddy’s Ereena
conscious-citizen population in these countries Is taking an important step towards sustainability
increased from 1 per cent to 7 per cent by 2006.”  through the extensive use of ahimsa silk. A

lifestyle brand that designs and produces the
EMBRACING AHIMSA SILK finest eri silk products for fashion and home, it
Ahimsa silk is revolutionary, and features balance,  involves the use of organic eri silk yarn, spun in
breathability, and sophistication. However, many their own facilities.
counterfeits in the name of non-violent silk also Jyoti explains that the silkworm from which they
exist in the market. This type of fabric represents procure eri silk, weaves an open-ended cocoon.
Mahatma Gandhi’s principle of non-violence and The other silkworms, on the contrary are the
thus, we should be more aware of the rights ones that spoon within their cocoon. However,
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owing to the open structure of the former, the
worms, upon becoming moths, fly away through
the open end, after which the cocoon is used for
silk production. This is the basic math behind any
kind of ahimsa silk.

In anothar news, the silk directorate in Nagpur
is also working on varied projects related to
sericulture and making the manufacturing of
ahimsa silk a lucrative alternative for farmers. It
has baen taking positive steps towards providing
funds to farmers, helping them to strengthen the
manufacturing process, and creating a stronger
supply chain.

With much pride, Kusuma informs that ahimsa
silk today has reached Pope Francis, Camilla, the
Duchess of Cornwall, Megawati Sukarnoputri, the
then-President of Indonesia, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar,
famed Hollywood actress Courtney Cox, and
many other dignitaries in the world. This Indian-
origin fabric is now the talk of the town in the
States, the United Kingdom, Europe, Australia,

FABRIC SPEAK |

MOST IMPORTANTLY, RAJAIAH IS
WILLING TO TEACH THE AHIMSA
SILK-MAKING PROCESS TO
ANYBODY WHO WISHES TO
LEARNIT.

Malaysia, and in many other countries across
the globe. With several awards and accolades
to his credit, the patent owner of ahimsa silk is
enthusiastic about this market, and is sure that
there will be many additions to the existing list of
converts in the times to come,

Mest importantly, Rajaiah is willing to teach
the ahimsa silk-making process to anybody who
wishes to learn it.

Let us wish that the market evolves further and
that we witness more progress in every part of
the world in terms of acceptance of ahimsa silk. W
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A Meeting with Mr. Kusuma Rajaiah:
The Maker of Ahimsa Silk

Ahimsa or non-violence holds a special place in
the hearts of Indians. So as we celebrate the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, we look at a
silk which is made without killing the silkworm -
Ahimsa Silk - and speak to the man behind it all:
Kusuma Rajaiah. Kusuma, is someone | have known
for a long time. His work with Ahimsa Silk and the
marketing of it all on his own with little support has
always touched a soft spot in me. The inventor of a
technique to extract silk from the cocoon after the
moth emerges without killing the pupa inside was a
path-breaking effort. One fact about silk which
affects many is how in its extraction the worm is
killed. It was a query by such a patron which led
Rajaiah to innovate and thus to the birth of Ahimsa
Silk. A trained technologist in Handloom with a work
background with APCO, Rajaiah's journey has been
well crafted and awarded. What stands out is that
the yarn and its products are extremely popular in
the West and in India it is ordered by a select few.
Alsosince alot iswasted inits extraction, the price is
slightly high.

" Kusuma Rajaiah speaks about his journey with
Ahimsa Silk, from its creation to how he is taking it
forward.

Q1. How did you start this whole process of making
Ahimsa Silk? Why is it called Ahimsa Silk?

It was in 1990, when the then President's wife
Janaki Venkataraman posed a question: Is it possible
to make a silk saree without killing the silkworm? It
provoked me to research on it and discover ways and
means to see if it was possible to make such a silk
saree. It was indeed possible, and | was successful in

&6 6

Ms. Chitra Balasubramaniam

making silk without killing the silkworm! | then
named it Ahimsa Silk, because it is made without
killing the silkworm and it does not damage or cause
any harm to Mother Earth.

In the normal silk-making process, about 15
cocoons (even more depending on the size) give one
gram of regular raw silk. To make a saree about
30,000 lives have to be sacrificed. In the making of
Ahimsa Silk, we are saving billions of innocent lives, It
benefits the lives of silk worms/ moths.

Q2. How long did it take for you to develop Ahimsa
Silk and when did you start?

| belong to a traditional weaver's family. | did
my 3-year diploma in Handloom Technology from
the Indian Institute of Handloom Technology. It is
one of the top-rated courses relating to handlooms.
| also studied fibres and filaments. | was working as a
Senior Technical Officer with APCO then and have
since retired. In 1993 | came up with a sample saree
after much research. It was only in 2000 that | began
researching again for a year to commercialise what
had been a small experiment. After one year of
research | realised it is possible to make Ahimsa Silk
without killing the silkworm, in bulk and for




commercial purposes. The commercial production
beganin2001.

Q3. What is the process of making this silk and how
isit different?

Usually cocoons which have been pierced are
not considered good for extraction of silk. What we
do is the exact reverse. We purchase cocoons from
the farmers and keep them in open baskets waiting

.for the moths to emerge. Once the moth which is
alive in the cocoon slowly pierces the cocoon and
comes oul naturally, we separate it and place it
another basket. The moth does not fly but simply
stays there till it dies a natural death. They live their
life fullest and then die peacefully. Once the worm
stops eating mulberry at the larva stage it does not
take any food till it dies, it is a way of nature. We
collect the pierced cocoons and send them for
spinning on machines to get the best quality yarns.
There is certain processing which is done. The yarn
then is used for weaving into stoles, fabric, sarees,
scarves, dhoties, etc.. My invention of this process
for mulberry. silk has been granted Patent and
Trademarks.

Presently it is a niche product for the fashion
industry. Ahimsa Silk has the properties of air
permeability, absorption of perspiration, good fall,
and it can be worn during any season. The product is
softer thanregular silk but withless sheen.

Q4. What is the wastage that occurs when you
make silk like this? Does it also make the yarn more

Ms. Tayig_bgﬂ;énnon.
Miss World Australia 2018 in
Ahimsa Silk saree.
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expensive? What types of yarns you make and in
what quantities?

In regular silk there may be 5% wastage but in
my method there is about 80% wastage to get
Ahimsa Silk. Production wise, to weave a normal silk
saree may usually take about 3000 to 5000 cocoons.
While when it is woven using Ahimsa silk yarn (in the
Ahimsa way with yarns from cocoons which have
been pierced) it will take around 12000 - 15000
cocoons. This increases the price of the saree. The
satisfaction though is
that worms are not killed;
it is done non-violently
and in an eco-friendly
manner. The yarn we make
is from 2/60nm to
1/250nm. This yarn is as
strong as regular silk and
can withstand production
on handlooms and power
looms. We make up to 400
kilos or 5000 meters. [ am
also making 100 to 200
kilos.

Q5. Is blending of the
yarn with other yarns
possible?

The yarn can be blended with other yarns but |
do not blend. | want to sell only pure Ahimsa Silk or
Non-violent Silk to the people. Even if it were
blended one has to be careful so that the Ahimsa tag
on the silk is not tarnished. | do not sell the yarn to
everyone as people misuse the Ahimsa tag and sell
spurious products in the name of Ahimsa. Some
people are trying to market duplicate Ahimsa Silk
products, and that is why | do not selling the yarn to
everyone.

Q6. Where is your productionbased?

It is made in Hyderabad, Telangana. Sericulture
is done by the farmers from whom | buy the live
cocoons. The silk is made on machines. There are a
lot of people involved directly and indirectly in
piercing, spinning, and weaving, and we provide
employment to about 150 people.

56 8

Q7. What kind of silk products you have produced?
Any new innovation?

I have worked with weavers in Pochampally and
several other pockets. We have recently produced
very light stoles, lingerie and scarves.

Q8. What challenges do you face with respect to
making and marketing Ahimsa Silk?

I do not receive any support from any
Governments; simple word-of-mouth publicity is
what is taking the yarn
forward. It is the lovers of
Ahimsa Silk who are doing
good work by propagating
this. | do need Government
support for the
establishment of an
Ahimsa Silk Mill, wherein
spinning, weaving and all
other process can be done
under one roof. It is also
possible to develop the
technology further, but
that can happen only after
suchamillis established.

Though | have
the Patent and Trademark in mulberry silk, there are
several people who are using Ahimsa Silk and selling
fake products. Buyers need ta be aware of what they
are buying so that they are not cheated.

Q9. Has your work been appreciated here in India
and abroad? Have your products been patronized by
celebrities?

Ahimsa Silk fabric has been presented to H. H.
The Pope; the Duchess of Cornwall; H. E. Meghavathi
Seokarno Puthri, the then President of Indonesia; Sri
Ravishankar of the Art of Living; H. H. Bhagawan
Puttaparthi Sai Baba; H. H. Ganapathi Sachidananda
Swamy; Suzy Amis, wife of James Cameron; the
Directors of the film Avatar; Courtney Cox; many
Hollywood actresses and many other dignitaries in the
world. The fabric is sought after in the USA, the UK,
European Countries, Australia, Malaysia... The list

goeson.
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Ahimsa ills Sarees

Kusuma Rajaiah conducted research i

n the field and invented the technique of

getting silk yarn from cocoons without killing the silk worms, for the first time i

the world, in the year 1991. After prolonged research the Abimsa silk was made

marketable in the year 2001. Now they are offering cruelty-free,

eco-friend)

Ahimsa Silk Sarees and Angavastrams produced withour killing vhe silk worms

3

he Hindi word @himsa’ means nen-violence.
It is used to describe this innovation because

the fabric is manufactured in a process where
allleworms are not killed. For this reason, the product
In also lnown as peace silk. Ahimsa silk is extracted
after the silloworm has completed metamorphosis and
emerged from the cocoon, considering the increased
awateness of animal protectionism around the world.
‘Ihe method was invented and patented by Kusuma
[ajalah, Technical Officer in the Andhra Pradesh State
Hundloom Weavers Co-operative Society (APCO).
There are many types of silkworms, but Bombyx
motl s mainly used for commercial cultivation. The
slllworms are placed in bamboo baskers and fed
mulberry leaves. As they consume the leaves, the
Insects exude viscous fluids through head glands.
These substances are fibroin (raw silk) and sericin
(bonding gum). The substances harden upon contact
with alr, forming the basic silk filament, which is a
comiblnaton of two fibers held together by the gum.
il sllkwarm oozes out the fibroin continuously for
it 1,000 yards, forming an oval nest or cocoon.

4 (e worin s seill alive inside the cocoon, this
ihilem for devotees who respect all living

and small, In the production of regular

v are lmmersed in boiling water ro kill

the worms and spool the silk yarn. With Ahimsa silk
however, cocoons are left alone for seven to 10 days
Once the worms mature, they are allowed to pierd
the cocoons and fly away as mochs. Only then dog
the manufacture of peace silk begin. Each cocoof
is checked individually to ensure that the moth ha
escaped before the silk thread is spun.

Spinning takes around two months and weavinj
another month. In other words, shipments can b
ready three months after the moths escape. They
able to produce up to 2,000 meters per month. Ahim:
silk is promoted as having the popular properties ¢
regular silk. Even though itis slightly less lustrous,
even softer to the touch. Currently, it remains a ni
product due to its higher price range. The normal sill
fabric varies in price with that Ahimsa of the sa
quality. “People are becoming more environmenta
aware and compassionate to animals. Though Ahims
silk may not replace regular silk, we are confident |
will be adopted by those who are concerned abou
animals,” said he.

Most people quickly tire of hearing about cruelg
especially when it is related to products they usi
and enjoy. This is why it is important to explain tha
a cruelty-free lifestyle is not about doing withou
but about intelligent substitution. For most ever
animal-derived product there are emerging non
violent alternatives. And given a choice, “I would liki
to believe that most sensible people would opt fol
products untainted by suffering and death,” he added

Few people know that silk worms wrap themselvel
up in cocoons made of layers of thread to proted
themselves from predators while they mature intg
butterflies and moths. It is this butterfly baby that

boiled alive and its thread used for silk. It takes the
life of 15 silk moths to produce 1 gram of woven silkj
where 15 silk mochs are either boiled or sceamed alive

in their cocoons. To produce 100 grams of pure silk,
approximately fifteen hundred chrysalis have to die.
One saree uses upto 50,000 dead creatures. “If life is
the same in all then how much more frightening it is
1o wear the skin of 50,000 murdered animals,” he said.

[t is not just cruelty that is involved here. The massive
wiping out of these tiny insects adversely affects the
rcological balance. Butterflies pollinate many tubular
{lowers; orchids, for example, cannot grow without
them, They devour plant pests like aphids and destroy
weeds. In Australia, for example, the cactus moth has
been used to clear 60 million acres of prickly pear
caccus for farming,

ow we are offering cruelty-free, eco-friendly Ahimsa
illk sarees and angavastrams produced withour killing

the silk worms. It’s not quite as desi as khadi (silk
wis discovered by the Chinese) but Gandhi would

. ..4
Kusuma Rajaiah,

creator of Ahimsa silk
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Lh v thevked individu ar the moih bas escaped
definitely approve of Ahimsa silk products, he adds.
Aliliiea, o concept popularized by the Maharma, in

the context of luxury word refers to critter-
Felnedly allle yarn collec
il wore comfortable o

diy-eleaned and the o ly

. Ahimsa silk is softer
r, doesn’t need to be

ble difference is its more

Majaiah, was tiiked w
& Alyisa sllle (neo @ viable commercial
1992, the society
gibeaiaian, refused ro accepe
il ‘nmm_;w—_aic_.:;. ‘Il

struck a chord wich Rajaiah and a few years later he s
out to make samples of Ahimsa silk. In 2006, he
granted the patent and has since has been promotin

Ahimsa silk to peace loving people around the worl

Rather than steaming or baking the sillkworm in i
cocoon, which is the way regular silk is made, Ahir

silk allows the larva ta conrinue its metamorphosis in
a moth, which then breaks out of its cocoon. Whal
left behind is much less silk yarn to work with, by

zero threar o life.

The counter argument is that the moths wil

overpopulate and become pests. However, Rajaiah saj

ihat the worm-larva-pupa-moth cycle takes place out
i the open, in mulberry trees. The only difference is
that his farmers collect the cocoon before the moth
litches to be able to appropriate it when the moth
fiees itself.

Piicc-wise, Ahimsa Silk is more expensive, as the
aimount of cocoons needed to generate a yarn of
ahimsa silk is significantly greater than the amount
iivcded for regular silk.

MNew York fashion label Ajna showed Ahimsa silk
(trinslated as ‘vegan wild silk’) at London Fashion
Week this year and on October 2, Gandhi's birthday,

: ¥ v Reil :
Goa-based fashion designer Wendell Rodricks decided
to make Ahimsa silk haute here in India. Rajaiah
Kusuma speaking about the thought of creating
Ahimsa silk said, “Somewhere in the 1990s Mrs. Janaki
Venkataraman posed a question that, ‘is it possible to
produce a saree without killing che silk worm.” This
question lead me think and rescarch into the subject
in derail. After some days the evolutionof the Ahimsa
silk took place.”

king about the market demand for Ahimsa silk, he
says, “Icis a very niche market since it is costlier than
the regular silk that one gets in the market. So, mainly
the fabric is selling in European countries, USA and

other countries.

In India, the demand for Ahimsa silk is yet to pick up
as much as the demand from the Western countries
but the Ahimsa sarce is popular here and sells in South
India. I wanted to propagate Ahimsa in the form of
a fabric and 1 was able to succeed to an extent,” and
adds thart, “Beware of duplicates in the market who
will try and pass fakes as Ahimsa silk.”

Rajaiah, basically a technocrat in the handloom
technology with 25 years of practical experience in the
industry is aware of all these facts and struggled for
several years to create an alternative silk fabric where
there is no killing, no cruelty and at the same time the
fabric value is totally protected. That scruggle paved
the way to invent Ahimsa silk.

Hopefully, there will be buyers for this great invention
and help save the lives of thousands

butterflies!

Ahimsa silk saree

e
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- Beauty without Cruelty....Umm! Does
it sound familiar and reads like a typical
animal rights slogan? Perhaps that may
be so, yet it means a lot for many people
who believe that every being on this
earth has its purpose and its rightful
place.

And among such people, vegetaria-
nism may be popular, but for many, the
truth behind silk making remains an
unknown fact. And in some cases it
could be selective amnesia.

So, while there are many who refuse to
. wearssilk, for the violent ways in which
. silk is produced, subjecting nearly
50,000 silk moths to premature death
to produce one silk saree; there are
many others who are unable to give up
on this adorable fabric, that is also a
symbol of luxury and is sought out for
all special occasions.

Those few who refused to wear silk due
to the ideology of non-violence
preferred [N« = . & SRS
to not use :
the fabric
at all. But
not any
more, not =
because
they have
changed
their
thinking,
b u t
because a
silk, made
without
killing the

On A Path Of Non-violence

silk moths, is being manufactured. The
person, who brought this credit to the
Pearl City, is Kusuma Rajaiah, an
employee of APCO. He has even won a
patent from the Indian Govt. for his
Ahimsa Silk. Though Rajaiah had
invented this new method quite some
time back, in the 1990’s, it was not until
recently in the year 2006 that his efforts
have been officially recognized.

“Until 1992, even I never gave much
thought to this issue. But in 1992, the
then first lady of the country, Janaki
Venkataraman, visited Hyderabad and
as was the custom, APCO had gifted
her with silk sarees made by the Andhra
weavers. She refused to accept them
and asked if there were any silk sarees
made in a non-violent manner. On
returning, my colleagues queried me
about it, since I was the Technical
Officer in APCQO”. Thus, began
Rajaiah’s tryst with Ahimsa Silk.

“In the regular silk making process, the

Kusuma Rajaiah with his Ahimsa Silk

www.channel6.in

The Trin Cities Magazine @




the filaments. In the Ahimsa method,
we let the pupa grow into the silk moth
and once the silk moth comes out of
the cocoon, we process the empty
cocoons using the de-gumming and

Moth emerging from the cocoon
(Pic courtesy Sanjay Raichura)
spinning processes”. The USP of the
Ahimsa Silk of course is the fabric itself,
which feels soft and comfortable, and
breathes like the cotton fabrics. And
for those of us, who do not like the
bright sheen of regular
silk, the delicate
shimmer of Ahimsa Silk,
that doesn’t hit the
eye, is an added bonus.

Though Rajaiah made
the first sample of the
Ahimsa Silk in 1992, it
was not until year 2001
that he started
commer oiial
manufacture.,  His
impressive list of
clientele includes Animal Rights
activist and actress Amala Akkineni,
former Central Minister, Maneka
Gandhi, Chief Minister of Delhi, Sheila
Dixit and the former President of
Indonesia, Megawati Seokarnoputri.
His Ahimsa Silk is also now adorning
many temple deities like the Balaji of

Tirupati.

Despite the high profile clientele, and
along term presence, not many people
are aware of Ahimsa Silk. Amita Desai
was one such person. The Director of
Goethe Zentrum, loves to wear silk, but
was not aware of the violent processes
behind regular silk until her young
daughter pointed out the facts to her
and asked her to not wear silk. Amita
who had done her Masters’ thesis on
the concept of Non-violence of
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther
King, and a vegetarian by choice, was
shocked to hear this. The first thought
that occurred to her was, “must I stop
wearing silk?”, which is the natural
reaction of any silk loving person. “But
the luxury of the fabric and my
enchantment for it got the better of me.
And I continued to wear silk, though
the thought niggled at the back of my
mind”,

hia..un sk yarn (Pie hnul-&...maia.__ Raichura)

Meanwhile, as part of their regular
cultural activities, for the year 2007,
Amita had conceived a project to
promote the cause of the weavers,
(since both hand woven cotton and
silk were close to her heart) and it was
to be an exhibition of photographs and
textiles, titled, “weaving lives”.

“Around this time, sometime like
March 2007, I came across this article
in The Hindu about Rajaiah’s Ahimsa
Silk, and T became really excited.
Immediately, I called him up and after
our first meeting, I decided to  pgam
do the project of ‘weaving
lives’ on Ahimsa Silk”. How
does ‘weaving lives’ relate to
Ahimsa silk? “For me it is the
story of the silk moths, which
are “weaving” this fabric and
in a way it connects e to the
life of that moth, from which I
am deriving this fabric that is
so much a part of my
personality”, Amita
emphasizes. “l am sure there
are plenty more people out
there, who would not wish to
be a part of this violence (of
silk making), but really are
unable to get away from their
attachment to the fabric. So,
there is a need to reach out to
such people and all those who
believe in beauty without
cruelty, to let them know, that there is

achoice available”.

Thus, it was decided to have an
exhibition of photographs and textiles
on the concept of Ahimsa Silk. “I later
thought that we also need to do a film,
a documentary on this subject,
because only a visual can depict the
complexity of the issue, showing the
lifecycle of the silkworm, and portray
the cruelty with which human greed,
ends these little creatures’ lives”,
Amita adds. Thus began the filming
of the as yet untitled documentary on
Ahimsa Silk.

"At the moment, there is an air of
bustling activity as the Goethe

[34] Channel 6 September 2007

www.channel6.in

Zentrum buzzes with new ideas,
discussions on presentations and
display, with a team (Amita, Rajaiah,
Rajender, Saraswati, Nagender, and
Sanjay) that is really upbeat about the

Ahimsa Silk Saree
(Pic courtesy Sanjay Raichura)

subject and is turning no stone
unturned to make this event a

remarkable day in the Hyderabadi’s
diary.

To coincide with the concept, the
exhibition is slated to be held on the
eve of Gandhi Jayanthi, and the World
Non-Violence day (to be commem-
orated from this year onwards as
declared by the UN). So, on the
evening of first October 2007, drop in
at the Goethe Zentrum, Adarshnagar,
to understand the why and how of
Ahimsa Silk, through photographs,
fabric displays and of course the
documentary film, that brings together
the life of the silkworm and the lives
of those who believe in Ahimsa.

www.channel6.in

Thse Tevin Cities Mgazine [35 ]
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