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KUSUMA RAJAIAH

G. 3 Sai Nivas Enclave,
Ram Nath Pur,
Hyderabad - 500013
Phone : 9989392461 (Mobile)
E-mail :
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e

S

gl dH1y Ae el FER Ui 8. - 2Alvey : digRAE Kol - Yoil Aoy

&
§

wo




vt

%9% .Nm ﬁﬁm moo,

.ﬂwﬂﬂ

Sy mﬁ%@ B

mﬁm@ﬁ mmw E& AT

y /ﬁ@ﬁ_, m&Z&_z & %ﬁmﬁ
L O YT Gyl AR W

fxi g,
i W

WA, .,_.w freedn) werl T e sifEw SR ST 5 S, Faifet g, W S,
TEOE W T faad WAl (3591 Mo & WeeH gR, S S enfe F wi @
I STUER A A T 6 el W Red e & g e 6 g el § e & s
& gEE Fedimrel ST o e [UFR BI  SFERAIN S P H Sgyd Tyon TG F 1 T 9
S o %ﬁ?ﬁ; M S YNGR SIRTET X TRy, g i aifaladl e 7
TR sifara wrt TS (AT, ﬁz mdz %uﬁﬂu@a_ﬁﬁn% TER I T,
gy gHR afen foes qrEan SN -, 3iHen S 9 wWifa sif & FRea { wd sl & e
g&v S S A i GO T G A | W aTif i TR PR e e
Tt et gy Ak (Sq), ¢Re ER TR e, s W4, W S, @ (A,
A9 5 S G SRR WET YURRT TR S (Ol TR S, STt S ST il guie
i, feeedl) qan wifge sedHe =wgd, weo
wiaw qoenr agred vl (14 ) (el w8
facelly = W fe g g w6 fers, s, e
a word w3 ¥ gl o | waE 6 g
| aifaly wgE wedd J@ Sl e S -
P %a@ S wHr feoel 9 arvaad SR S, TEm
o atan W IR S, e R S, e

g MRS, S S e, e




Ahimsa Silk: A Token of Love - Mr. Kusuma Rajaiah ! Page 1 of |
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Ahimsa SHkK: A oken or Love - Vir. Ausuma rajalan
Award Home By Taichung News Group, Formosa (Criginally in Chinese)

On behalf of Supreme Master Ching
Hai, Association members presented
the Shining World Compassion Award
to Mr. Kusuma Rajaiah in Hyderabad,
India, on April 23, Golden Year 5
(2008), commending him for his
compassionate contribution in the form
of Ahimsa silk.

The sari is the traditional Indian dress
for women, but it takes 5,000 to 10,000
silkworm cocoons to make a single silk
sari. Unable to bear the kiling of so
many little beings, Mr. Rajaiah invented
a new technique of silk extraction after
the moth has exited the cocoon as
opposed to the normal practice of
boiling the cocoons while the moths are
still inside to obtain silk. The result was
Ahimsa silk. It gave Mr. Rajaiah hope
that his technique would draw greater
attention to animal protection. An even
more precious outcome of his research
was the realization that it was important
to respect life, which led his family to
become vegetarians.

Mr. Rajaiah and his family were highly
appreciative of Supreme Master Ching
Hai's commendation and
acknowledgement, and strongly
supported the ideal of advocating the
vegetarian diet. They were aiso happy
and grateful to receive our gifts of
Master's books, DVDs and CDs.

Before  Mr. Wee Lin - A Philanthropy Hero
Next  “The Well of Love” - Ms. Alice Yoder

http://award.godsdirectcontact.net/news/com20080923145652768.htm 9/30/2008
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By Margherita Stancati

Do you know how many silkworms are normally killed to make a silk sari? Kusuma Rajaiah, a 55-
year old government officer from India’s Andhra Pradesh state, does: “Around 10,000.”

Mr. Rajaiah estimates that around 15 silkworms are normally sacrificed to produce a gram of
silk yarn. For years, he’s been battling against what he describes as the “cruel killing of millions
of innocent worms.”

But there’s no need to give up silk: Mr. Rajaiah has long come up with an alternative. He
realized the lure of silk was too strong to persuade people to give it up altogether so he came
up with a technique that spares the life of the silkworm.

Courtesy of Kusuma Rajaiah

Kusuma Rajaiah displayed a fabric woven from nonviolent silk yarn.

He’s the man who invented “Ahimsa” — or “nonviolent” — mulberry silk, a fabric which has since
reached temples in Tamil Nadu and red carpets in Hollywood.

India prides itself on its varieties of silk — the most popular of which'is made from cocoons
whose worms feed on mulberry leaves. Mulberry silk accounts for over 80% of the country’s
total silk output, according to India’s Central Silk Board.

The board showcases India’s various types of silk through a series of government-sponsored
expos in silk-producing states, including one starting in Hyderabad, in Mr. Rajaiah’s state
Tuesday.



Mr. Rajaiah, who holds the patent for eco-friendly mulberry silk, will not be participating this
time, and in general only makes the special silk to order. He says he was inspired by Mahatma
Gandhi—a proponent of Ahimsa, a principle which opposes harm to all living things.

“Why should we torture and boil worms just for a luxury fabric?” said Mr. Rajaiah in a recent
phone interview.

In normal silk production silkworms are poured in boiling water inside their cocoons — at a stage
believed to be best for silk production. Nonviolent silk — also known as “peace silk” —involves no
such brutality: Silkkworms first break out of their cocoons, which are then spun.

Mr. Rajaiah reckons he has saved “billions” of silkworms since he first started weaving peace
silk back in 1990. His company’s website shows animated pictures of moths fluttering their
wings and “Free to Live” pop-out signs.

Getty Images

Can people really be swayed by worm rights?

Worms — unlike cuddly minks, ermines or chinchillas whose furs are coveted for coats and
stoles —rarely make it on animal rights agendas. But “those who care about animals should care
about worms too,” said Mr. Rajaiah.

But can people really be swayed by worm rights? Some more easily than others, said Mr.
Rajaiah.

Nonviolent mulberry silk, which makes up a tiny percentage of overall silk output, occupies a
niche in the market for eco-friendly but high quality silk, said M. Saatyawati, head of India’s
Central Silk Board.



It’s the sort of silk that's starting to appeal to the eco-friendly glitterati globally. Among them
Suzy Amis, wife of Avatar’'s James Cameron. The blue gown donned by Ms. Amis at the 2010
Oscars ceremony, says Mr. Rajaiah, was made from worm-friendly fabric originally supplied by
him.

Peace silk requires waiting around 10 days for the larvae to grow into moths and to make their
way out of their cocoon — compared to the 15 minutes it usually takes to boil them alive. At this
later stage the cocoon yields six times less filament. This inflates the cost of nonviolent silk,
which is priced at roughly 6,000 rupees ($ 134) per kilogram — about twice the price of the
regular kind. Once woven, nonviolent silk is hard to distinguish from normal mulberry silk.

Mr. Rajaiah is quick to point out that the higher price “is nothing compared to the lives of
thousands of moths” that are spared.

Another variety of silk known as “eri” silk — which accounts for about 12% of silk production in
India — also spares the life of silkworms. But the quality is not as good as the mulberry sort,
which is more expensive but shinier.

Mr. Rajaiah’s regular customers include devotees from the temple town of Kanchipuram, Tamil
Nadu, who gave up regular silk after their local priest urged them to. Peace silk is also popular
among Jainists, firm believers of the principle of non-violence. Among many VIPs, Mr. Rajaiah
heard rumors Congress Party Chief Sonia Gandhi and Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit also
own peace silk saris.

Although revenues have been steadily increasing since he first started selling peace silk about a
decade ago, his business made just over $67,000 last year. But Mr. Rajaiah says he’s not in it for
the money.

“l am not a business person,” he said. “l do it for passion.”
animal rights,

Luxury goods,

Oscars,

silk



