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Fabric of compassion

OFFBEAT It’s silk but woven in a non-violent way. Read on to find out about Kusuma Rajaiah’s brand of ‘Ahimsa’

his is silk to gladden
the heart of both the
aesthete and the ani-
mal lover. Aptly
named ‘Ahimsa silk”, the

material is  obtained
through compassionate
means. The silkworm

when it turns into a moth,
is allowed to break free
from the cocoon and fiy
away.

The swabs left behind
are then spun into yarn.
How many of us know that
to make one silk sari
through the usual process,
40,000 to 50,000 worms
are destroyed, creatures
that would otherwise live
out their life cycle as but-
terflies and help in polli-
nating flowers and
keeping the fields of farm-
ers free of pests?

So one can understand
why Kusuma Rajaiah feels
a sense of deep fulfilment.
He is the inventor of silk
got through non-violent
methods and his work af-
firms the spirit of an an-
cient philosophy that
considers all creatures
equally important in the
web of creation.

Bloodiess revolution

While participating in
an exhibition organised
recently by the Crafts
Council of India at the La-
lit Kala Akademi, Rajaiah
who is Technical Officer
in the Andhra Pradesh
Handloom Weavers’
Cooperative Society(AP-
CO) took time off from
meeting customers at his
stall to explain about his
bloodless revolution in
the cause of Nature and
beauty.

It all began when Jana-
ki Venkataraman, the wife
of the former President of
India, R. Venkataramam
visited Hyderabad. She
enquired of an officer of
the APCO whether they

BEAUTY SANS PAIN Kusuma Rajaiah with an array of Ahimsa silks

had silk saris, which did
not involve the killing of
the worms. “When actor
Amala who is deeply in-
volved with the activities
of the Blue Cross also
wanted to make a similar

purchase, it accelerated
my interest and I began
doing research,” says Ra-
jaiah. “By 1992, I managed

to produce two sample sa-

ris.
In the conventional

method of production, the
worms which spin their
cocoons out of silk thread
to protect themselves
from predators, are boiled
alive just seven days short
of freedom as it is believed

that thesilk is at the finest
at this stage.

“I encountered a few
problems while making
Ahimsa silk. Since the
yarn is twisted and more
elastic, it is difficult to

weave. Also because it is
finer yarn, it cannot be
reeled and has to be ma-
chine spun. The Lohia
Mills in Chattisgarh
helped me in the produc-
tion. Not everyone can

weave this. I have identi-
fied weavers in Nalgonda
district but the wages are
higher than for normal
silk. I have to pay them
Rs.1, 000 per sari.”

Rajaiah has a range of
30 designs — Kanchipu-
ram, Kalakshetra, Ikkat
and Jamdhani — as also
Kalamkari printed saris in
beautiful, rich colours, He
also produces salwar ka-
meez sets and stoles as
well as dhotis with half
fine zari since “ pure zari
also contains silk thread.”

The saris are available
at a flat rate of Rs.4, 600.
“It is impossible to bring
down the cost further,” he
says.

Won't wrinkle

Ahimsa silk does not
wrinkle and is more com-
fortable to wear than the
conventional one as it has
more air permeability,
points out Rajaiah who
was recently given a pat-
ent for the invention of
eco-friendly method of
manufacturing mulberry

silk yarn.
“Maneka Gandhi
helped me a lot in the be-

ginning,” he says. Those
who have purchased his
silk include Amala, Mega-
wati Sukarnoputri, Sheila
Dixit, Ganapati Sachida-
nandaswamy and some
Jain groups.

One of his best custom-
ers is Jennifer Yost from
the U.S. who made a long
dress for her wedding out
of this fabric.

“The news item and
photograph appeared in
the New York Morning
Star,” he informs you
proudly.

(e-mail:design-
er_weaves@rediffmail-
Lcom or
info@ahimsasilks.com,
KAUSALYA
SANTHANAM
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. method,” he explains, “a
thousand yards of ﬂlkﬁh— :
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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Mahatma s Ahimsa spares the silkworm

Wear silk, but must you slaughter sﬂkworms? Not necessarily, says, Kusuma Rajaiah who revolutionised

the process of making a silk saree with his Ahimsa Silk

11991, Janaki Venkataraman came
visiting to Hyderabad. As was the
custom, a few employees with the
then Andhra Pradesh State Handloom
House (APCO), carried the best of silk
sarees for the former President's-wife.
A thoughtful woman that she was, she
asked them if they had a saree that was
woven without sacrificing fifty thou-
sand silkworms. Yes, you read it right.
As many as fifty thousand silkworms
make one silk saree. So our flummoxed
APCO folk went back with their saregs,
4nd posed the same question to their
in-house technocratin handloom tech-
nology

foLittle would Mrs. Venkataraman
have anticipated that her question'was
going to spark a lifelong effort to save
the silkworm. Kusuma Rajaiah, a 59
year-old handloom specialist from Hy-
derabad, Telangana has beenleadinga
lone-crusade against slaughtering silk-

worms for over 25 years now. These -

#ill-fated voicelessinsects are “born to
die”, he laments. “What businesses
have we to interrupt their natural life-
eycle?”

“In earlier times, tradition was to
wear and wed in madhuparkalu, gar-
ments made from cotton for the bride
and groom. Even the richest stuck to
the code. Today, even the poorest of
men buy silk for such occasions. They
do not mind being cheated. We are that
corrupted with silk for the sake of rich-
ness and grandiose.-It’s a show of
wealth!” T couldn't agree more. I
also feel guilty as I am re-
minded of the heaps of silk
that my family bought for
a wedding and images of
cocoon slaughter float be-
fore my eyes.

1 We go back in time to

1991, when it all began. The
then President’s visit left
RaJaxah enough food for
thought. After much careful
study, he made the impos-
sible happen. He made his
first Ahimsa silk saree the

next year, setting the sxlk-
worms free.

“In the conventional

mentlspmdmed&omm
cocoon. And 95 percent of
itisusable”. The conven-
tional method is the
one where live co-

coonsare mercilessly treated with hot

air or boiling water to obtain unbroken

‘filament. This has become standard

practice of not allowing the silkworm

~ toleave the cocoon. If the insect leaves,

the filament breaks, and the processor
cannot have continuous filament.

However, Rajaiah waits for the in--

sect to break out of the cocoon. Never
mind the discontinuity in filament. So
the filament obtained from the Ahimsa

method isonly15 to 16 percent usable.

The major challenge becomes com-
mercial viability. Hence, there are few:
takers.

“My processis aisotune-aa !

and labour-intensive,” he adds | '-f-a'

matter of fact. But, unlike its. cruel
counterpart, “Ahimsa silk is air-per-
meable and wrinkle-free.”

His next task was to ensure quallty
of the yarn produced. Af-
ter much trial and error,
and “burning his fin-
gers”, he figured Ahimsa
silk would be of better
quality if it were mill-
spun rather than hand-
spun. He ran from pillar
to post looking for a mill
that would be so
kind as to allow
his brand of

g
silk to be spun. Rejaiah persisted with
the Lohia group for three months, writ-

" ing to them repeatedly and visiting

their Hyderabad office, before they al-
lowed him to explain his cause and
concept. “I had to go Raipur in Chhat-

tisgarh, First I had to reach Nagpurand .

from there, I sat in a passenger train
to Raipur, in bone-biting cold!” The sil-
ver lining is that the journey had a
happy ending, and has resulted in an
enduring relationship between Rajaiah
and the Raipur mill. To this day, he
sends his worm-free cocoons to Raipur,

.and they send him back Ahimsa yarn.

He remembers, nostalgically, “For the
first time, I sent 100 kilos of pierced
cocoons, and they sent me 16.5 kilos of

~yarn” - The 15 to 16 percent usability
- ofAhnnsa filament, so to speak.

 He admits rather modestly that he

. did not know he could be granted a
- patent for his Ahimsa concept. “I was

rather naive. T had no idea until some
- well-wishers urged me to patent my
innovation. Back then in 2001, in
Hyderabad, there was neither the
right person nor place where I could
apply for one.” So, he went to the

Patent Office in Chennai.
There, the officials were

rather aghast and fu-
rious thatnot only

did he not applyfor a patent, but by

- then he had let the press in on his

kind method. “They were very help-
ful. They acted on their heels to get
me a patent for Ahimsa silk in the
name of “Eco-friendly Method of
Manufacturing Mulberry silk (Bom-
byx Mori) Yarn”, -

The press coverage, which may not
have given him soaring popularity,
did earn him a niche international

* clientele and repute. Ahimsa silkhas *

since made inroads into countries
and celebrity wardrobes around the
world. “You are the first one to know
that my silk has reached the Duchess
of Cornwall... and then of course,
Megawati Sukarnoputri.” Earlier this
year, he wove an exquisite Ahimsa
silk in Kalamkari print and dye for
the Obamas.

CS Ramalakshmi, the former
Commissioner of Sericulture, shares
her thoughts with us. “Cost is cer-
tainly a significant factor. Ahimsa silk
is more expensive than conventional
silk. Also, powerlooms and to an ex-
tent, even handloomsrequirelong fi-
bre.” She adds further that the reason
Rajaiah is unable to make a markis ,
also because of low visibility. '

In 2007, the officers in charge of
the state gqvernment’s Handloom
and Textiles were extremely support- -
ive of his initiative, and Rajaiah’s fu-
ture seemed bright. An application
was sent to the Union Ministry of
Textiles nominating Rajaiah for the
Padma awards. “Now, of course, it
mustbelostin the sea of government
-paperwork,” he never followed it
up.

Every governor, chief
_minister, and the hand-
looms minister were pre- -
sented Ahimsa silk on

il "3 ' their birthdays, Tn' fack:

‘one of the governors wrote

to Rajaiah about how im-
* mensely touched he was by
this gesture. But, the: tradi-
tion has died.

What lives on is the
spiritand ethics of non-vi-
olence. Gandhiji once
'sent a message to the In-

dian silk industry asking
it to produce silk that
spared silkworms.
“What can be more re-
warding than realising
Mghatma’s dream!”
concludes Kusuma

* Rajaiah. «




It may have started as a ‘save the silk
worms’ initiative but today, Ahimsa or
peace silk is a style statement touted by
acclaimed fashion designers around
the world. ANUSHYA MAMTORA takes
the path less trod and finds out how
peace silk is faring among Indian
buyers and where the enviro-
conscious can buy guilt-free silk or
other alternatives

hen a handloom expert from Hyderabad
discovered a new way of making silk with-
out killing the silkworms a good 18 years
ago, it didn’t create the kind of ripple it had
the potential to. It was only a whole decade later when he
made it commercially viable that fashion designers and
weavers stood up and took notice. With the world
going ‘Green’ with eco-friendly and organic food, ma-
terials and fabrics, Kusuma Rajaiah’s patented
‘Ahimsa silk’ was predicted to be the next big thing
in the world of fashion. But after eight years of its
existence, though ace national and international
designers promote peace silk through exclusive
collections and source fabrics for their conscious
customers, it is yet to make a mark among the
silk loving community in India.

For a country known for its lustrous ‘resh-
ams’ and gorgeous ‘pattus’, weaning people
away from the Benarsis and Kanchipu-
rams is an ardous task. Nevertheless, the
message of peace has touched a few
hearts in India as well as abroad where
people try and alternate their silk
buys with Ahimsa silk or other al-
ternative options.

Ifyou are an environment-con-
scious shopper and go seeking for
organic food, recycled and hand-
made paper and natural dyes,
then going the peace silk route should be
your next fixation.

b/ { ;

Photos: S. Muralidhar
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What is Ahimsa silk?

Let us take a look at how silk is made, before we get to the
process that is altered in the making of Ahimsa silk. Con-
ventional silk is made by dipping the intact cocoons with
the silkworm pupae into boiling water and then unwind-
ing the single, continuous strand of silk thread onto reels.
In fact, about 15 silk worms are killed to get one gram of
silk, and 1500 silkworms lose their lives to give us one
meter of woven lustrous silk.

In Ahimsa silk, the fabric is produced without killing the
silkworms. In this process, the silk is extracted only after
the silkworm has completed its metamorphosis and the
moths are allowed to fly away. The silk is them degummed
and instead of being reeled, is spun into a soft and comfy
fabric.

Texture: Since the strand of silk is broken when the moth
finds its way out of the cocoon, the pieces of silk threads
have to be woven together. This automatically affects the
texture of the peace silk, making it coarser than conven-
tional silk. 3

Quality: Though there have been arguments about the
quality of Ahimsa silk, if processed and woven properly,
the fabric is strong and durable. It is softer to feel, though
less lustrous but has good thermal insulation properties,
making it ideal for cold climates.

Pricing: It's slightly expensive when compared with con-
ventional silk because of the labour intensive process
involved. Each cocoon is personally checked before spin-
ning, to see if the moth has flown out. Spinning takes
around two months and weaving another month i.e. three
months after the moths leave the cocoon, the silk is ready
for use.

Colour: Though most Ahimsa silks can be dyed, it is best
when used in its natural hues of gold, beige and creams.

Where can you buy Ahimsa Silk?
Being a niche product, it's difficult to find Ahimsa or
peace silk. It is not advertised widely, but there are

showrooms that have a dedicated corner to it. Here are
a few places in India where you can find some good and

genuine peace silk products:

Kusuma Rajaiah’s Ahimsa Silk - Hyderabad
(www.ahimsasilks.com)

Ahimsa Peace Silk- Pune (www.ahimsapeacesilk.com )
APCO showrooms— Across cities in Andhra Pradesh
Nalli Silks— Chennai, New Delhi

Urvi Weaves and Crafts - Hyderabad
Textile and handloom exhibitions in your city

Other alternatives...

... to an environment-friendly wardrobe if you want to give

silk a miss and can’t lay hands on Ahimsa silk

you want an outfit to be created in the special silk especial-
ly for you, then they will be more that eager to source the
fabric and work on it.

Also, in India, wedding shopping and indulging in lus-
cious silks go hand in hand, whether it is a silk gown with
lace work or a richly embroidered saree with brocade
work. But designers these days are encouraging brides-to-
[ be to look at Ahimsa silk options for their trousseau.
Especially in the saree category, the choice is aplenty with
zari, kantha, ikkat, Jamdani butta, noil weft, printed and
vegetable dyes being experimented on Ahimsa silk.

Apart from sarees, Ahimsa silk finds application in mak-
ing kurtas, shirts and dhotis for men, and tops, kurtis,
skirts, stoles and shawls for women.

For your homes

Not just your wardrobe, Ahimsa silk can carve a space for
itself in your home interiors too. With fabrics being avail-
able in different colours, textures, patterns and prints, it
can be easily transformed into pillow cases and bed
spreads, cushion covers for your plush sofa, exclusive
drapes, lamp shades, upholstery for your chairs and a lot
more. It is considered a great option as it has just the right
amount of shine as well as a sophisticated look. It is also
increasingly being mixed with cotton and jute for some
great fabric options.

Though the concept started in India, Ahimsa sericulture
is being practised in small pockets all across the world,
each having given their own names to it peace/ vegetar-
ian/ Hindu etc. The trend is predicted to go northwards
with animal welfare organisations whole heartedly sup-
porting the concept and promoting it. Hopefully, that way
ardent supporters as well as new buyers can chance upon
this ‘peaceful’ fabric more often and spread the word.

A fashion statement

While peace silk has made its presence felt through small
| stalls in handloom exhibitions, wearing Ahimsa silk has
become a fad amidst fashion circles. International design-
ers from USA, UK, Australia, Paris, Switzerland, Indonesia
etc., source the silk from India and use it to custom make
designer wear for their clients. In India too, designers
; have a one off exclusive collection with Ahimsa silk and if

Mercerized cotton: Cotton fabric when treated with
certain chemicals to give it a lustrous appearance, becomes ‘pearl’, ‘pearle’ or mercerized cotton and can be a good alternative to silk.

Poly silk: A translucent, economical and light-weight substitute for silk.

Banana fibre: Banana silk yarn is made of the banana fibre especially in regions like India and Philippines. The leave3 of the non-fruiting variety of the banana plant
are harvested, soaked, processed and spun into a beautiful fabric. 154

Organic fibres : Like organic food, organic fibres are also a rage now and are being actively promoted by designers. Cotton, hemp and wool accquired from plants and
antmals without the use of dangerous fertilizers, toxic insectisides, herbicides and fungicides come under the ‘organic fibre’ category. Specific farms are dedicated to
such organic activities and have to maintain international and national standards, and are also accredited by world renowned organisations in some cases.

Smartbuy I3 Apil 1 2009
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Meet Ahimsa Rajaiah who mastered the art of producing silk withott harming the worms

BY JAYA VELLAMPALLI

A non-violent journey

usuma Rajaiah’s Ahimsa Silk has trav-
elled across the globe. With more pa-
trons from the West, this beautiful
clothing style stole the limelight on
many red carpets. Even Suzy Amis
Cameron, the famous American advo-
cate, and Faith Dickinson, winner of
the Diana Award, sported the designer
dresses made of Ahimsa’ silkk. To
everyone’s surprise, the recent addi-
tion to this club is Prince Charles. “T've
recently sent eight metres of silk fabric
through Clare Colin to him,” Rajaiah
says, with a bright smile.

Likewise, many international de-
signers have got in touch with Rajaiah
over several occasions. The never-
ending list includes the likes of
Courtney Cox. When the ERLEN.D.S.
actor invited him for lunch to her guest
house in Malibu to know more about
‘Ahimsa’ silk, Rajaiah gifted her a stole
which was dyed with medicinal
colours. “The speciality of this stole is
that the medicinal colours are said to
have some healing powers and it is
only one family in Kerala that does
this kind of dyeing,” shares the
former APCO fabrics technical
officer. "I learnt -everything /<
about fabrics and filaments [
from my time at my college in
Salem," he adds. Even though
killing animals for food or
fabric is considered a sin in
many sections of the Indian so-
ciety, sadly, says Rajaiah, the de-
mand for his violence-free fabrics
comes only from the West. “I have to
admit that few people from our own
city are interested in buying
this fabric,” he says.

NALIVE
(EATIVE

Recalling the initial days of his
journey, Rajaiah says it was the former
First Lady of India, Janaki Venka-
traman, who was responsible for this

idea. "During one of her visits, she.

asked if we have any saris which are
woven without killing worms," he says.
He then researched a lot and came up
with this novel concept.

Rajaiah shares that the importance of
silk increased over the years and
people started using it for rituals and
other occasions. "Once it has become a
domestic product, people started ex-
ploiting the worms," he adds. Rajaiah
never liked that and he successfully
broke the norm.

It was in the "90s that he first experi-
mented with the idea of deriving silk
without killing the silkworms, and be-
came successful. And it was in the year
2000 that he decided to make it com-
mercially viable.

"There were many hurdles, but the
most difficult task was making the yarn,”
he recalls. Rajaiah says that he
with an investment of Rs 1,30,000 and it
took him almost four to five months to

NOWN-VIOLENT: Rajaiah holds up one of
his saris made of ahimsa material.
— Photo: Surya Sridhar

convince the mill owners, "The first time
we made the yarn, out 0f 100 kg material,
we only got16.5 kg fabric,” he shares.

But, the saris were sold in no time. It
was in 2002 that he applied for patent,
and, later, for trademark. Even after
having the patent and trademark, Ra-
jaiah is not open to commercialisation
of his products. He works from home
and says duplication is one of the
biggest threats in the industry.

Rajaiah says that there is no aware-
ness and not many people understand
the effort that goes into it. He also ad-
mits that shopkeepers find it difficult
to sell the product even if they agree
to try.

The evenness is less in the fabrics be-
cause of the usage of vegetable dyes,
and the colour combinations and pat-
terns available are also few, he explains.

* "I do not participate in exhibitions. I
tried handlooms but they did not work.
One good thing is that several Western
fashion designers are evincing interest
in our fabrics. But, I'm going to keep it
as a home-based business," he says,
signing off.




supporting
silk without §
violence;

Listen to a talk this Saturday on Ahimsa Silk !
by its patentee Kusuma Rajaiah

2 BHUMIKA K.

People have laughed at him
for his attempt to save a few
measly worms. But that has
not stopped Kusuma Ra-
jaiah, the Hyderabad-based
handloom technologist,
from working tirelessly to
produce “Ahimsa” 'silk.
“Every oneis born to live,
Silk is not just about kill-
ing a worm,; it’s about
hurting another crea-
tion. We kill mercilessly
for our pleasure. I am
proud that through my process 1
am able to fulfil at least one desire
of Mahatma Gandhi - that of
Ahimsa,” says Rajaiah over the
phone, just days before he lands
in Bengaluru to talk about Ahimsa
silk.For those still unfamiliar with
the concept, ahimsa silk is silk
produced without killing the lar-
vae in the mulberry silk cocoon in
the traditional method — by boil-
ing, Rajaiah waits an additional

two weeks for the
moth to emerge
from the cocoon and
fly out, and then creates silk yarn
from the cocoon, he explains.
Credited as the “inventor” of
this concept and holding a patent

and trademark on mulberry

ahimsa silk, Rajaiah got thinking
about this concept, when former
President R. Venkataraman’s

wife, Janaki Venkataraman made

a special request. Rajaiah was
working with APCO - the Andhra
Pradesh State Handloom Weavers
Cooperative Society - in 1990,
when Janaki Venkataraman, who
came to buy the famed variety of
Andhra silks, asked weavers if it
was possible to produce silk saris
without killing silkworms. “That

request, and the slow
and quiet fading away
of Gandhiji's idea of
ahimsa being eve-
ryone’s  ‘paramod-
harma’, and that all
industries must op-
- erate on a principle
of non-violence;
soon after India
gained Indepen-
dence, prompt-
ed me to start
thinking about
this,” says
Rajaiah.

He started off
in 1991 to deve-
lop this form of

silk, independent-
Iy, at home. Having studied han-
dloom technology at the Indian
Institute of Handloom Technolo-
gy, Salem, Rajaiah says his fami-
liarity with the process and tech-

nology helped him.

Today his wife, his parents,
and a few weavers and labourers

are involved in what is still his
small home enterprise. He lar-
gely produces yardage that is
bought up by several design-

“Awareness of ahimsa silk,
frankly, is more in countries
outside India. In India, the pro-
blem is with fakes,” Rajaiah con-
tends. He has not taken to court
others who have used his patent-
ed method for other kinds of silk

Every one is born to live.
Silk is not just about

killing a worm; it’s about
hurting another creation.

(muga/eri/tussar) because at the
end of the day his only intention
is to promote non-violence,

By 2000; he had researched
and developed a commercially
viable method to produce ahimsa
silk, and he was granted his pa-
tent in 2006. “The difference is
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that in traditional boiling process
up to 70 per cent of the cocoon is

useable as yarn, while in the

ahimsa method, only about 17 per
cent is useable. Which also leads
to costs and pricing of ahimsa silk
being almost double that of regu-

lar silk,” he explains. But market

exploitation has ensured that
fakes sell for much more than
double the price, he contends.
Checking for authenticity is
another challenge for customers,
he agrees, “Customers must ask
for certification or source while
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The humane way Kusuma Rajaiah
and his wife making Ahimsa sillk,
some samples (below)

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

buying,” he suggests. He realised
the value only recently and has
now started having his trademark
embroidered onto his saris with
his patent tagged on the saree.
For this same fear, that his works
might be sold along with fakes, he
doesn’t supply to large stores.
After retiring from his APCO
job in 2014, he has been doing
this full time, with a capacity to
produce about 2,000 metres of
ahimsa silk per month, he claims.
“But my pre-process is three
months.” Former Indonesian Pre-
sident Megawati Sukarnoputri,
Hollywood actress Courtney Cox,

Avatar director James Came-
ron’s wife Suzy Amis, Camilla
Praker Bowles, wife of

Prince Charles of England,

Congress President Sonia

Gandhi, are some of the
celebrities who have worn
ahimsa silk sourced from
him directly or indirectly,
he says with pride. “I even
had an opportunity to visit -
the Vatican, with the help of
an Italian friend, and present

a piece of ahimsa fabric to the
Pope, but unfortunately, we
couldn’t give it to him directly,”
says Rajaiah.

Ithy Adee, a handloom compa-
ny started by Bengaluru-based
Devika Ramarathnam as part of a
CSR project of e2e People Practic-
es is bringing Kusuma Rajaiah to
Bengaluru for a talk on Ahimsa

Silks on October 27 at Tharangini,

The Design Studio, Sadashivna-
gar, at 1.30 pm,

An exhibition and sale of Ra-
jaiah’s ahimsa silk sarigin the Ikat
and Telia Rumal traditions of
Andhra Pradesh will be on at the
venue from 11 am to 6 pm.

L




By Dolcy D'Cruz

he ESG Art Gallery donned a

white, serene and calm look for

the Peace of Silk Exhibition. The
reason: it was an exhibition marked on
displaying only creations made out of
Ahimsa silk. Aptly scheduled to begin
on October 2, the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi and World Ahimsa
Day, Ahimsa silk is produced on the
same teachings of non violence. The
silkk is produce without killing any
silkworms so that they can live their
full life, Ahimsa silk has a unique
texture compared to silk. It is softer
and smoother in its flow and most
importantly, it is manufactured in an
eco-friendly method without harming
the worms.

For production of regular silk,
countless silkworms are killed for a
few grams of pure silk. The cocoons
are immersed in boiling water to kill
the worms and spool the silk yarn.
Ahimsa silk works with a different
process where silkworms are not killed
to extract silk. Cocoons are left alone
for 7-10 days. Once the worm is
matured, they are allowed to pierce
the cocoons and fly away as moths. It
is only then that the manufacturing of
peace silk begins. Each cocoon is
checked individually to ensure that the
moth has escaped before the silk
thread is spun. Spinning takes around
two months and weaving another
month,

‘Kusuma Rajaiah holds the national
patent for the invention of the eco-
friendly method of manufacturing
mulberry silk and Bombyx Mori yarn.
Kusuma from Hyderabad, a technocrat
in Handloom Technology with 25 years
of practical experience, worked
towards creating an alternative silk
fabric where there is no killing, no
cruelty and at the same time, the

fabric value is totally protected. Finally,

in 1991, he discovered the process of
manufacturing Ahimsa silk. It was
commercially available in the market in
2001.

“Ahimsa silk has at least 85 percent
of wastage during production which
ups its price to almost double as
compared to regular silk. While
working with ahimsa silk, as the moths
are allowed to escape, one single

. strand of pure silk keeps breaking

when pulled out of the cocoon.

* Kusuma has put up a

Regular silk can be
extracted for a whole
10,000 yards, But the .
process is worthwhile as
it is non-violent. We are
trying to save the lives
of millions of silkworms
who can live their full
life," says Kusuma
Rajaiah with a smile,

stall displaying the
manufacturing process
of Ahimsa silk, dyed silk
saris and stoles.

The fabric for the
exhibition was provided.
by Kusuma and designers took full
advantage to show how beautifully the
cloth can be designed into outfits. The
exhibition showcased works by Goa's
top designers and colleges across Goa,

of cloth affixed on

Hema Pednekar

Wendell Rodricks
designed a range
of self coloured
kurtas, Verma
D'Mello was
highly inspired
by the natural
creators of
Ahimsa silk and it
showed on her
bridal gown. The
bodice of the
gown has
miniature silk
moths made out

pleated shoulder; Alisha Colaco
displayed a long-sleeved kurti with
detailed work done on the neckline and
border. Sonali Salkar created a colourful
sari by dying silk in different colours.
Roxanne displayed a sleeveless kurta
with a blue and green neckline and a
blue bordered skirt. Khusboo Haran
presented a lovely silk blouse.

Shrinivas Ananthanarayan
showcased a tie collection. Shamoli
created a blue and white wall-hanging
with beadwork. Carla Alvares displayed
a lampshade with a intricate border.
Janani Narayana showcased
handmade
embroidered bags
while Shivaram
Narayana
displayed lamps,
one of which was
created using a silk
cloth and an
earthen tile while
the other was made
using only silk.

Colleges like Goa
College of Art, Goa
College of Home
Science and
Government
Polytechnic College's
Department of
Garment Technology
participated in the
. three-day exhibition
cum sale. Goa
College of Art
displayed fabric
painting,

embroidery
with sequins
and beads,
They also
created

- Science put up a silk blouse with

emalil us at ; 2day@hemld—goa.com.

clutches and jewellery boxes. The
students of Goa College of Home

sequined collar and a range of
scarves and stoles. Government
Polytechnic College's, final year
students put up a stall showcasing,
embroidered salwar pieces, bags,
dyed stoles, necklaces and kurtas.
“This is the first time we are
participating in an exhibition
entirely based on ahimsa silk. We
were informed about the event
well'in

Naroo and Pournima Mujamdar, final
year Garment Technology students,

The exhibition was organised by the
Goa Handicrafts Rural and Small Scale |
Industries Development Corporation ||
Limited in collaboration with the
newspaper Vasco Watch, Kalpana
Imagine and Create. The exhibition -
advance so that the team could decide was inaugurated by Chief Minister
on the articles. We have used methods Digamber Kamat in presence of Nikhil
such as dying, embroidery, fabric Desai, Managing Director of GHRSSIDC
painting and appliqué to give more and Sameer Salgaonkar, Chairperson of
effect to the material,” says Asma GHRSSIDC, - :



Mulberry silk is made from
the silkworms of the
Bombyx mori moth which
lays about 500 eggs before
dying. Feeding on mulberry
leaves, silkworms increase
10.000 times in weight and
gain enough energy to start
spinning their cocoon. it
then takes anywhere from
three to eight days for the
silk worm to weave the
cocoon
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the worm, wear the

SILK

Express News Service
Hyderabad, Oct 1

AKING cue from Ahimsa Paramo Dharmah, the spirit
of Indian philosophy and Mahatma Gandhi’s principle
of non-violence, the Ahimsa Silk is produced. The
Ahimsa silk does not kill the silk worms, but uses the
pierced cocoons from which the worms are allowed to
escape. i
Ahimsa Silk is the patented innovation of 51 -year-old Kusuma
Rajaiah, an APCO employee. The Goethe-Zentrum, Hyderabad
organised an exhibition of products involved in the production of
mulberry silk and screened a documentary by Saraswathi Kavula
on Ahimsa Silk on the eve of Gandhi Jayanthi and German
National Day (Oct 3) on Monday.
In Ahimsa Silk production, the silk worm is not killed but
allowed to come out of the cocoon and then the leftover cocoon
(pierced cocoen) is processed to get silk yarn. About 5,000 silk

worms are killed in producing a silk saree, where as 15,000 silk -

worms are saved in producing an Ahimsa Silk saree.
“The bringing down of Berlin Wall was completely a non-vio-
lent activity. There is a centre for Gandhian studies in Berlin,”

said Amita Desai, executive director of Goethe Zentrum men- |

tioning that Oct 2 has been declared as International Non-vio-

~ lence Day by the UN recently.

Janaki Venkatraman (wife of former president Venkatraman),
Megavathi Sukarnoputhri (former Indonesian president), Sathya
Saibaba, Ganapathi Sachidananda Swami and Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar of Art of Living are among those who sport Rajaiah’s

An APCO A girl checking out Ahimsa |
Silk fibre at an exhibition at
Goethe Zentrum in the city -

em p loy ee ’S ; on Monday. Expressphoto ¥ -

Innovation is
draping the world
In ‘non-violent’
clothes

s
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that a concept that originated

in India has least takers in its
own country. Ahimsa silk, a tech-
nique of making silk without
killing silk worms, is fast gaining
acceptance and clients- but unfor-
tunately only in the western world.
Ahimsa Peace Silks Pvt Ltd, a
Pune-based company involved in
the production of eri, tussar and
mogasilks, manufactured without
killing silkworms, is a flourishing
enterprise today. The company
however exports 100 percent of its
goods that includes silk fabrics and
readymade items like stoles, jackets
and shawls to the US, Europe and
even the Far East. “We tried mak-
ing a mark in the domestic market,

I T'S one of those ironies of life
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| e weAhimsa silk finds few takers in the country of its o

Made without killing silkworms, Pune and Hyderabad manufacturers survive on exports

but there were no takers,” said
Leelavati Sabale, director of the
company.

Krishna Jha, an executive of
Ahimsa Peace Silks who also
worked with Maneka Gandhi’s
People for Animals, said that what
hampers the acceptance level in
Indiais that the silk thus produced
does not have the sheen of the typ-
ical silk fabric. “The feel is lovely,
but going by the looks it is a little
muted—something that the Indi-
ansare not used to insilk. Sowhile
we did stock our products at popu-
lar retail stores and even the Khadi
Gram Udyog, there were no re-
peat orders because the earlier
stock itself remained unsold, “ said
Sabale.

She and her brother Harsh Sa-
bale, also a partner in the enter-
prise and based in Hong Kong,

have no regrets. “The western
world has welcomed our silk, since
the concept of it being made with-
out cruelty to worms, is very ap-
pealing to them,” said Sabale.

It's asimilar story at the pioneer-
ing centre for Ahimsa silk—in Hy-
derabad, Kusuma Rajaiah, a techni-
cal officer with Andhra Pradesh
Handloom Weavers Co-operative
Society (APCO) Hyderabad who
had researched the method for
years, came out with his first sam-
ple of Ahimsasilk in 1992 andwent
onto commercially produce it 2000
onward before getting it patented,

Today he has a turnover of R§ 25
lakh but rues the fact that he isun-
able to increase production due to
financial constraints and lack of
support from government and In-
dian consumers. This despite the
fact that Rajaiah produces mul-

L

MAKING OF THE SILK

B On an average 15 silk worms are
killed to get one gm of silk and 1,500
silk worms are killed to get one metre
of woven silk by the traditional
method, This is because in the tradi-
tional method the cocoons are killed
by being steamed or boiled in hot
water when they are 10 days old,
with the moth still inside, as the silk
is believed to be the best at this
stage. Ahimsa silk producers wait for
the moth to emerge and then weave
the silk from the left over cocoons,
making their technique a non-vio-
lent one,

berry silk that is both smoother
and shinier than the moga and eri
variety. About 30 per cent of his
production goes to the US. “It is
more expensive than the regular

bt
(Top) Kusuma Rajaiah of
Hyderabad with his silk stuff; and
Leelavati Sabale and K. Jha of
Pune-based Ahimsa Silk Pvt Ltd.
Sandeep Daundkar

silk, If an 80-gm regular silk fabric

costs about Rs 300, mine comes’

for about Rs 500,” said Rajaiah
who added that demand for his silk
in India is restricted to religious

and political organisations. “It’s
sad that the common people in In-
dia do not recognise its value,” said
Rajaiah who is now on a year’s
leave from his job to research the

rigin

technique further and explore pos-
sibilities of marketing it abroad.
“European design houses have
shown an interest in my silk,” he
added.
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