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THE SOCIETY OF THE

DEBUTANTE CHARITY COTILLION
SALUTES THEIR

2023 DEBUTANTES

The Society of the Debutante Charity Cotillion celebrates 61 years of raising money 
for educational and charitable purposes in Northwest Florida through their annual 
Debutante Charity Cotillion Ball.  Since 1961, the Cotillion has contributed over $1.5 

million into this community through membership donations, memorials, charitable gifts and 
the Grace Pace Emergency Fund.  Those wishing to contribute to the Cotillion may send their 
donation to the Society of the Debutante Charity Cotillion, P.O. Box 2274, Pensacola, FL 32513.
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listed species. 
They hunt mostly deer and most live

south of Lake Okeechobee. Eastern Col-
lier County is home to the core breeding
population, although females and their
young have been recorded north of the
Caloosahatchee River in recent years.
The river had been a northern border for
females for decades, but one fi�nally
crossed the river and is producing off�-
spring. 

With 2022 wrapping up, here are fi�ve
things you should know about Florida
panthers (Felis concolor coryi). 

Panthers are the official state
animal

Despite being rare and confi�ned to
the southern tip of the state, the Florida
panther is the offi�cial animal for all of
the Sunshine State. 

The big cats were chosen by school
students across the state in1982, 15
years after panthers were added to the
Endangered Species List. 

The state says the panther is the
most endangered of the symbols com-
monly associated with Florida. 

Car strikes cause most deaths

“Roadkill continues to be a leading
cause of death for Florida panthers,”
said Lisa Thompson, FWC spokeswom-
an. “FWC takes panther conservation
seriously and we continue to work with
partners including the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to reduce the
number of panthers killed on Florida
roadways.” 

Car crashes killed 25 of the docu-
mented deaths through Dec. 27, Thomp-
son said. The other two causes of death
are listed by FWC as unknown. 

The record was 34 vehicle-panther
mortalities in 2016

“Some roadways also have slower
speed zones for nighttime hours when

panthers are more likely to be active,”
Thompson said. 

Fourteen of the documented deaths
were from Collier County, while Lee pro-
duced three dead cats, according to
FWC records. Panther deaths were also
recorded in Glades, Hendry, Hillsbor-
ough and Polk counties. 

Population has grown over past 25
years

Only a few dozen panthers were
alive in South Florida by the early
1990s, and many panther advocates
and conservation groups worried the
state animal may die-off� completely. 

There were so few specimens that
inbreeding was becoming problematic,
with some male panthers born with re-
productive issues. 

So the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and FWC introduced seven female Tex-
as cougars into the population in 1997,
and the population has fl�ourished
since.

From only a few dozen in the 1980s
and ‘90s to today’s population of about
230, the Florida panther has certainly
grown in numbers over the past 25
years.

The state estimates there may have
been as many as 3,000 panthers in
Florida prior to European contact. 

Sub-species of puma, cougar

The Florida panther is the only sub-
species of cougar living east of the Mis-
sissippi River as the Appalachian
mountain lion is considered extinct by
biologist and wildlife experts. 

Prior to the development of the
Southeastern United States, panthers
traded genetics with cats as far away as
Texas as there were panther/cougars
throughout the region. But as areas like
Georgia, Alabama and Louisiana were
developed, the big cats disappeared. 

That left the Florida panther geneti-
cally isolated from the western popula-
tions. 

What’s required to delist them? 

Several things need to happen in or-
der to move the panther from endan-
gered to threatened and then off� the
Endangered Species List. 

One of the recovery goals listed by
state and federal agencies includes de-
veloping and maintaining for at least 12
years three, separate populations of
240 panthers. 

That would include the South Flori-
da panthers as one population, and a
second would likely be located in Geor-
gia. Missouri has been mentioned as a
possible third location by biologists. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services,
along with FWC, are responsible for re-
covering and protecting the subspe-
cies. 

How you can help

There are ways Floridians and visi-

tors can help cut down on the number
of car kills, Thompson said. 

“The public can help by slowing
down and observing all posted speed
limits, especially in panther zones,
which are in place in several counties
across South Florida and coincide with
areas where panthers are known to
cross,” Thompson said. 

Thompson said the public is encour-
aged to report any sick or dead pan-
thers to state so that it may examine
the carcass. 

“People can also help by reporting
injured or dead panthers to the FWC
wildlife alert hotline at 888-404-
FWCC (3922). FWC biologists collect
dead panthers and gain valuable infor-
mation by examining their remains.”

Connect with this reporter: Chad
Gillis on Facebook.
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Al Reed will be the fi�rst to tell you that
he’s a disruptor. 

From selling recycled boxes with ACE
Hardware to repurposing batteries,
Reed’s entire professional career has
been focused on fi�nding the gaps in a
particular industry and blazing a path
forward.

“The price of used cars has skyrock-
eted,” Reed said. “It’s hard to get parts,
or used parts. Alternators, starters, bat-
teries, everything. People are searching
for ways to make things last a little bit
longer.”

With the help of AI technology and
creating a time-tested formula, Reed
claims he has created the world’s best
reconditioned battery. 

But you no longer have to go to Pensa-
cola to get the juice. You can now fi�nd it
at your nearest Walmart or on Amazon.

“My main focus for 2023 is that I’m
now off�ering franchise opportunities
nationwide, as well as rolling out my
new products online,” Reed said. “You
can get a gallon of my formula for
$59.99, or a quart for $19.99.”

Locally, from the moment you pull
into the parking lot at Battery Guyz in
Pensacola, a crew member will be out
front ready to help — even Reed himself.

“We’ve been very blessed by the Pen-
sacola community,” Reed said. “It’s been
a blessing. There are people returning to
tell me how much longer their battery
lasted. It’s all about the process and im-
plementing it.”

Reed’s entrepreneurial spirit led him
into ABC’s ‘Shark Tank.’ Even though
Reed’s segment didn’t air, he returned to
Pensacola with plenty of takeaways that
would help him scale his business.

“They suggested I off�er franchise op-

portunities,” Reed said. “Mark told me to
contact vendors, and Lori wanted me to
focus on my online presence and prod-
uct. I did everything.”

And with that, Reed went straight to
work. But little did he know that he had
attracted the attention of another televi-

sion show.
“The producers of ‘World’s Great-

est!…’ contacted me earlier this year,”
Reed said. “My experience with ‘Shark
Tank’ helped me prepare for the proc-
ess. I went through two rounds of inter-
views, and was ultimately chosen for a
feature.”

Reed’s segment aired on the Bloom-
berg Channel at 2 p.m. Central on De-
cember 23, and will air again on Jan. 23
at 1:30 p.m. central. 

Bloomberg Channel is 353 on Di-
recTV, 203 on DISH Network, and vari-
ous other places depending on your lo-
cal cable provider. 

Battery Guyz is located at 3535 W
Fairfi�eld Dr. in Pensacola and is open
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Saturday for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information, visit batteryguyz-
.com or call 850-462-8421.

Kalyn Wolfe is a freelance columnist
for the News Journal. Send new business
tips to pcolanewbiz@gmail.com.

Battery Guyz set to appear on Bloomberg Channel

New Business
Kalyn Wolfe

Guest columnist

Battery Guyz, located at 3535 W.
Fairfi�eld Drive in Pensacola, is rolling
out a new line of products in Walmart
and showcasing them on the
Bloomberg Channel. PROVIDED BY AL REED

TALLAHASSEE — With the troubled
property-insurance industry blaming
roof-damage claims for driving up
costs, Florida lawmakers in May ap-
proved scaling back a requirement to re-
place roofs.

But seven months later, a contractors
group and a roofi�ng company have gone
to a state appeals court as they argue the
change is unconstitutional.

The Restoration Association of Flori-
da and Florida Premier Roofi�ng LLC, an
Orlando-area fi�rm, fi�led a notice last
week of taking the case to the 1st District
Court of Appeal after a circuit judge in
early December issued a pair of rulings
rejecting their challenge.

The notice, as is common, does not
detail arguments that the contractors
group and the roofi�ng company will
make in the appeal. But they have con-
tended that the law, passed during a
May special legislative session, violates
due-process rights and a part of the
Florida Constitution that limits laws to
single subjects.

The change drew relatively little at-
tention during the special session as it
was part of a bill (SB 4-D) that included
high-profi�le eff�orts to bolster the safety
of condominium buildings after the

deadly collapse last year of the Cham-
plain Towers South building in Surfside.

The roofi�ng change dealt with part of
the Florida Building Code that has been
known as the “25 percent rule.” That
rule in the past required entire roofs to
be replaced to meet code requirements
if more than 25 percent of the roofs were
damaged.

The new law applies to roofs built or
replaced under the 2007 building code
or later versions of the building code.
Under the change, if those roofs become
more than 25 percent damaged, only
portions that are damaged are required
to be rebuilt to code — eff�ectively less-
ening the need for full roof replace-
ments.

“Stated simply, as long as a roof is
compliant with the 2007 (or more re-
cent) building code, the 25% rule no
longer applies and no longer mandates
replacement of the entire roof,” an Au-
gust state motion to dismiss the lawsuit
said. “Instead, the building code will re-
quire only that repairs be made.”

The restoration association and Flor-
ida Premier Roofi�ng fi�led the lawsuit in
June and argued in an October court
document that the change “unconstitu-
tionally targets roofi�ng contractors and
the work they perform for homeown-
ers.”

“Put simply, the insurance industry

wanted, and the Florida Legislature en-
acted, legislation aimed to signifi�cantly
increase roof repairs after property loss
and substantially decrease the number
of total roof replacements when, in real-
ity, they are vital to preserving a home
after severe weather events such as hur-
ricanes occur,” the document said.

But in the August motion to dismiss
the case, state lawyers wrote that the
plaintiff�s’ “complaint is based on the
unsupportable premise that the Legis-
lature is powerless to amend the build-
ing code in a manner that might lead to
fewer lucrative roof replacement jobs
for contractors.”

The lawsuit named as defendants
Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation Secretary Mel-
anie Griffi�n and offi�cials of the state
Construction Industry Licensing Board
and the Florida Building Commission.
Four insurers — the state-backed Citi-
zens Property Insurance Corp., Security
First Insurance Co., Tower Hill Insur-
ance Group and US Coastal Property &
Casualty Insurance Co. — intervened in
the case to help defend the law.

The lawsuit alleged, in part, that the
measure violated due-process rights
because it confl�icts with another state
law that requires roofi�ng materials to
match in quality, color and size when re-
pairs are made.

It also alleged that the new law vio-
lated the single-subject requirement of
the Constitution because it included
multiple subjects, such as the roofi�ng
changes and the eff�orts to improve con-
dominium safety.

But Leon County Circuit Judge Ange-
la Dempsey issued two rulings in early
December that granted the state’s mo-
tion to dismiss the case and a motion by
the intervening insurance companies
for summary judgment.

She pointed, in part, to the Legisla-
ture having a “rational basis” for the
change.

“Placing reasonable limitations on
when a residential roof should be re-
placed, and establishing parameters for
when it must be repaired, reduces roof
repair costs,” Dempsey wrote. “This in
turn reduces the cost of insurance over-
all, allowing the insurance industry to
lower its costs, which can then be
passed on to the consumer with lower
premiums.”

Gov. Ron DeSantis called the May
special session to try to bolster the
property-insurance market after insur-
ers dropped large numbers of home-
owners and increased rates because of
fi�nancial losses. Amid continuing prob-
lems, lawmakers held another special
session this month to make additional
changes.

Roof-damage claims fi�ght goes to appeals court
Jim Saunders
News Service of Florida


