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     In July, Bison’s Padding Department moved to a newly renovated building on Bison’s downtown campus. Since 
then, they’ve been busy hiring new staff and training existing staff who help Bison manage continuing increases in 
sales.
     From calendar year 2018 to calendar year 2019, Bison’s padding department alone has seen an increase in sales 
of 34.5 percent. This includes wall padding, scorers tables, volleyball net bands and graphic volleyball padding.
     With 2020 beginning, the dust from the new printer purchase, renovating, moving and training has settled and 
the impact of the investment is being realized.
     “We have more than doubled our capacity, but more importantly, our efficiency of being able to produce orders 
quickly has gone through the roof,” said Matt Duchek, Graphics Manager. “We have gone from a 10 to 12 week or 
more lead time needed for orders down to a two to four week lead time and sometimes shorter.”
     All of this is due to the new workspace layout which included more work stations and assembly stations which 
allows products to move through according to how the padding is made and out the door. Every workstation has 
enough room for wrapping and hanging pads as well as checking for accuracy and alignment before being packaged 
for shipping.
     “We can now handle a large influx of orders and still produce them in an extremely fast turn time,” Duchek said. 
“The area is much larger and open for more communication and organization which has tremendously helped with 
efficiency and, with the proposed wood shop move to be next to the new padding facility, that will only increase 
our efficiencies even more.”
     Whether you are looking for wall padding, equipment padding, graphics for your scorer’s table or other projects, 

We can meet your graphic wall padding needs!We can meet your graphic wall padding needs!

Padding Department team

look no further than Bison. We can create custom graphic 
wall padding to fit your customer’s needs.
     Avoid the summer and fall rush! Order graphic padding 
now!
     From now until March 30, 2020, Bison is offering a 15 
percent off special on graphic padding when you order 
a minimum of 144 square feet. Place your order by 
March 30, 2020, and mention special #2020-
WALL. This discount applies to new 
orders only that are ordered 
for immediate delivery. 
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     In business, much like in driving, it’s always best to 
look ahead but not to ignore what’s in the rear-view 
mirror. As we move into 2020, I want to wish all our 
loyal dealers the best for the coming year and hope you 
found success in 2019.
    While I have outlined in previous newsletters challeng-
es facing manufacturers in the US due to commodity pric-
ing, tariffs and other factors outside of our immediate 
control, I want to highlight some items worth celebrating 
as we continue our efforts to be your supplier of choice 
for the products that Bison offers.

Growth:
    It is said that companies either grow or die. At Bison we 
believe in this philosophy and are glad to report that our 
2019 sales grew at a pace exceeding our projections. We 
appreciate the critical role that you, our dealers, large 
and small, play in this growth. We continue to plan for 
growth in 2020 and beyond.

Overhead Control:
    While a certain level of overhead is necessary, you 
and your customers do not want to pay for overhead 
that does not directly impact price, quality, innovation, 
customer service or inventory availability. Beginning in 
2018 and taking hold in 2019, Bison has made significant 
improvements in Lean Manufacturing, process control 
and restructuring of departments and workforce. We are 
clearly doing more with less helping offset some of the 
costs of manufacturing that are outside our control. This 
work continues into 2020 and beyond.

Right Sizing Our Inventories:
    Bison has always prided itself on our on-time deliv-
ery when compared to many of our competitors. In some 
cases, we have accomplished this by having too much in-
ventory especially on low volume items.
    We trimmed our product line and our inventory levels 
in 2019 but have determined that we possibly went too 
far in some of our inventory control initiatives. We know 
that when you place an order, you count on Bison to ship 
in a timely manner.  Our pledge to you is that in 2020, we 

will place additional em-
phasis on inventory levels 
particularly of time sensi-
tive, seasonal products.

Staffing:
    In Lincoln, Nebraska, 
our headquarters, the un-
employment rate is 2.6 
percent so staffing is and 
will continue to be a chal-
lenge. We all know that 
quality staffing is key to 
any organization’s suc-
cess. Through a series of 
wage and benefit adjust-
ments, creative recruit-
ment and retention initiatives and the labor efficiency 
gains outlined above, as we enter 2020, I can say with 
certainty that we have the highest quality, most skilled 
and motivated employee base we have had in years. Our 
average employee length of service has risen dramatical-
ly in recent years resulting in higher product quality and 
improved productivity.

    Be assured that regardless of what the future holds 
regarding tariffs, commodity prices and other outside in-
fluences, Bison will continue to focus on you and your 
customers’ satisfaction and continued improvements.

Regards and wishing you success in 2020,

Nick Cusick
CEO, Bison Inc. 

Celebrating successesCelebrating successes
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Are there additional staff, salespeople or office 
staff you would like to receive communication 
regarding pricing, products, marketing communi-
cations, etc.? Please email Chris at clivingston@
bisoninc.com with their email address and he 
will add them to the list.

From left, CEO Nick Cusick with Newcomers of the 
Year Morteza Najafi, Clement Mulopo, Graphics Dept. 
Foreman Chris Newby, Kristi Mohr, Duc Le, Jesse 
DeGuzman, and Welding/Fab Foreman Phil Studnicka.

Employees recognized at holiday luncheonEmployees recognized at holiday luncheon

     When safety and ease of set up is key, look no further than the HangTime™ 
Adjustable Systems.
     Our most popular system has been redesigned, including the addition of a 
popular industry feature, and production has been moved back to the U.S.
     HangTime installations no longer require ladders, heavy lifting or contract-
ing installers or three to four other adults to aid in installation. The Hang Time 
EZ SwingUp system, pictured lower left, allows all assembly to happen safely 
and easily at ground level. When assembly is complete, just swing the complet-
ed system into vertical position and lock in place with four bolts.
     If you’re looking to equip playgrounds, check out the PR98UHT Playground 
system. It provides maximum flexibility for all ages and comes with a 6” square 
heavy wall steel pole and unbreakable clear polycarbonate backboard (tem-
pered glass or steel backboards available). 
     HangTime adjustable home basketball systems include this popular new 
feature as well as other popular features at an affordable price. Residential 
systems come with either a 60” clear or smoked glass or 72” clear glass back-
board. All residential systems also come with free backboard and fitted pole 
padding.
     All HangTime Adjustable Systems come standard with outdoor breakaway 
goals.
     If you have any questions, give any of our product specialists a call.

     Bison employees are integral to the success of our 
company. Whether they are on the production line, 
packaging and shipping, customer service or any of the 
other jobs needed to get orders to your clients, the 
work couldn’t be done without them.
     Employees were recognized for their hard work and 
daily contributions at the 45th annual holiday party held 
November 26 in Bison’s Powder Coat Department. In 
addition to a Thanksgiving meal, employees were recog-
nized for achievements made this year.
     Everyone in attendance was thanked for helping 
Bison exceed sales goals, making progress with plan-
ning and process improvements and helping to reduce 
overhead costs in almost every department. Committee 
participants were recognized and thanked for their con-
tributions.
     Employees with five-, 15-, 20-, or 25-year anniversaries, employee and supervisor of the year, and newcomers 
of the year were also recognized. This year there was one employee celebrating his 25th anniversary with the 
company. There were four 20-year, two 15- year and four five-year anniversaries. 

NEW: EZ SwingUp for HangTime™NEW: EZ SwingUp for HangTime™

HangTime™ Home 
Basketball Systems

PR98GHT Playground 
HangTime™ System



Take advantage of special pricing on soccer Take advantage of special pricing on soccer 
and football goals and wall padding!and football goals and wall padding!

Need additional catalogs?Need additional catalogs?
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FB55CG-SY Gooseneck Football Posts

     Now is a great time to plan for upcoming sport seasons. Whether you’re replacing equipment or setting up a 
new field, Bison has what your customers need.
     Order a pair of any of Bison’s competition soccer goals and receive $200 off and free practice pads (SC00PP/
SC01PP) while supplies last. 
     Order a pair of any football goalposts and receive $300 off.
     Place your order for immediate shipment by March 30, 2020, and mention special #2020-JAN.

     Don’t forget about the special we’re running on graphic wall padding! If you upgraded your logo or just 
need new or additional padding, it’s a great time to order.
     Get 15 percent off graphic wall padding when you order a minimum of 144 square feet. 
     Place your order  by March 30, 2020, and mention special #2020-WALL. This discount applies to new orders 
only that are available for immediate shipment.
     Codes must be referenced at time of order. Specials cannot be combined with any other offer.

Graphic Wall Padding 

     The 2020-21 Bison “A Goal for Every Game” Catalogs were recently shipped 
out and included an updated price list and reorder form. Did you receive yours?
     The catalog contains the latest team sports and park and recreation equip-
ment for basketball, volleyball, football, soccer, lacrosse, futsal, team hand-
ball, tennis, tetherball, badminton, pickleball or field hockey.
     If you haven’t received a copy of the new catalog or price lists, need addi-
tional copies for new or existing staff or potential clients, or have questions, 
please call 800-247-7668 or email orderdesk@bisoninc.com. We will get them 
shipped out to you as soon as possible!

  

BASKETBALL • VOLLEYBALL • SOCCER • FOOTBALL • LACROSSE • FUTSAL
 TEAM HANDBALL • TENNIS • TETHERBALL • BADMINTON • PICKLEBALL • FIELD HOCKEY

800-247-7668
www.bisoninc.com  

T E A M  S P O R T S  A N D  P A R K  &  R E C  E Q U I P M E N T
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Soccer goals


