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     Bison’s Powder Coating Department joins many other departments that have made significant changes which 
resulted in improvements which help reduce cost, time and increase productivity.
    Almost every product Bison manufactures goes through the Powder Coating Department.  Foreman Brandon 
Keeler is responsible for scheduling, ordering inventory, and making sure each color is completed each week in the 
quickest and most efficient way possible.
    Since he transitioned from Foreman of Bison’s Volleyball Department to his new department, Keeler has been 
tasked with managing many of the upgrades and improvements that affect Bison’s overall quality and cost manage-
ment.
    “The Powder Coating Department has made significant improvements in:  productivity, cost, color changeover 
time and through put time,” said J.C. Stiles, Chief Operating Officer. “This will make us more competitive in the 
market, and more flexible with the ability to paint every color every day.”
    J.C. and Brandon attended a conference in Indianapolis last year where they learned about chemicals and differ-
ent powders, which led to one major investment, the purchase of new powder coating guns.
    “It helped us save not only on powder costs, but chemical costs as well,” Keeler said.
    They also analyzed in detail each stage of the production line, looking for efficiency changes and eliminated one 
of the five stages.  The department also performed a thorough cleaning of everything inside and out which resulted 
in a reduction in use of chemicals by almost 50 percent. The sand blaster was also eliminated in favor of more cost 
effective outsourcing and the space was converted to much needed storage space.
    “Another result of the changes in the workflow through the department was an increase in packaging products in 
the Powder Coating Department once we are done,” said Chad Drake, Powder Coating Lead. “J.C. has helped impe-
ment a lot of good changes.”
    These changes have resulted in savings across the board and Bison is confident that this will pay dividends to our 
dealers and customers in the future.

Powder Coating Department improves efficiencyPowder Coating Department improves efficiency

Powder Coating Department 
employees pre-social distanc-
ing, from left, Ali Alhaheem, 
Willie Wolf, Chad Drake, 
Brandon Keeler, Martha 
Dameron, and Naing Chit. Not 
pictured: Glen Williams
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Wall Padding Price Roll BackWall Padding Price Roll Back

Need custom equipment?Need custom equipment?
     Do you know of facilities looking for divider curtains or ceil-
ing structures? Perhaps there’s a new school being built in your 
area? 
     Bison can help!
     Our sister company, IPI by Bison, specializes in creating custom 
structures and dividers to fit any facility’s needs. 
     “As a Bison dealer if your customer is interested in IPI by Bison 
custom gym equipment, please feel free to reach out to the IPI 
team for assistance in making that happen,” said Nik Ditzler, Di-
rector, Specified Products Group.
     Be sure to check out the IPI website for more information, 
IPIbyBison.com.

     Bison’s most popular and frequently ordered wall padding 
- wood backed, solid color wall padding sections - are seeing a 
price cut. Prices rolled back to January 2019 pricing, effective 
April 1, 2020.
     Due to significant productivity improvements made over the 
past year and a 4-fold increase in capacity, as of this month, Bi-
son is shipping many orders in less than two weeks, so place your 
orders early to avoid the back to school fall rush!
     This roll back does not include cutouts, soft backed sewn, 
corners, pole wraps, graphic, outdoor or other miscellaneous wall 
padding items.

Check out our gym upgrade packages!Check out our gym upgrade packages!
     Do your clients have basketball courts that need updating?
     Bison’s Official Gym Upgrade Packages will save time and 
money while guaranteeing compatibility. There is a package to 
fit any existing wall or ceiling mount structures, regardless of 
manufacturer.
     Bison guarantees quality! All components are designed and 
built in house for guaranteed compatibility.
     Premium and standard upgrade packages available, all with 
backboard, goal and backboard padding. All packages contain 
one of each of the listed Bison basketball components. 
     Order two packages to upgrade both ends of a court.
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Are there additional staff, salespeople or office 
staff you would like to receive communication 
regarding pricing, products, marketing communi-
cations, etc.? Please email Chris at clivingston@
bisoninc.com with their email address and he 
will add them to the list.

Now’s the time to inspect facilities and sports equipment!Now’s the time to inspect facilities and sports equipment!
     Equipment wears out over time and needs to be 
repaired or replaced to ensure safety of everyone who 
uses it. Many times, the only way to find out if equip-
ment needs to be replaced is through inspection or 
observation during game play.
     If your clients have sports facilities without on-site 
customers right now, it’s a great time to encourage fa-
cility inspections and safety improvements while doing 
maintenance planning and budgeting. Bison offers a 
number of resources to assist with this.

KNOW THE FACTS about sports equipment injuries.
INSPECTION Keep a log of inspection dates and 
problems identified for safety and liability reasons. 
Look for frayed cables, loose bolts, weak welds, 
rough edges, or any excessive wear and tear and 
bring any concerns to the facility owner’s attention 
and follow up on suggestions.
SAFETY PADDING Invest in wall and stage padding 
and make sure the padding on all sports equipment, 
scorers tables, and bleachers is in good condition 
and properly installed to protect players from head 
and limb injuries.
EQUIPMENT STORAGE Many sports injuries occur 
during practice and, often, players are responsible 
for equipment setup. 
BASKETBALL Ceiling and wall suspended structures 
should have a “seatbelt” added in case of equip-
ment failure and portable systems must have ballast 
installed properly. Padding on all surfaces subject to 
player contact should be replaced every 10 years or 
sooner if damaged.
VOLLEYBALL Most volleyball stands are heavy and 
awkward to carry and install. Consider replacement 
with competition-quality portables or lighter weight 
materials to improve safety. Purchase wall brackets 
or carts to reduce the risk of injury during storage 
and transport.
SOCCER Fields must be level and free from obstruc-
tion for each practice and game. Goals should be 
commercially manufactured according to ASTM 
standards and must be installed with the prop-
er ballast and anchors for the goal design. Most 
tip-over injuries occur during non-game times, so 
proper storage procedures, including net removal, 
are critical.
FOOTBALL To prevent injuries to spectators, bleach-
ers should be labeled for safety concerns such as 

pinch points or sharp edges.  Bleachers are subject 
to regulations by various local and state agencies 
and older bleachers should be updated or replaced 
if not in compliance.  On the field, goalpost pad-
ding is replaced frequently but goalposts often just 
require finish maintenance.
EQUIPMENT AGE While commercially manufactured 
sports equipment is built to last, the intensity of 
play and the popularity of unsupervised play is in-
creasing the expected stress on equipment. Visually 
inspecting static equipment may not be enough to 
identify serious safety risks, so observing the equip-
ment in use is advised. 
REACH OUT Sports equipment manufacturers have 
product design engineers that, in many cases, are 
continuously improving products based on customer 
feedback so give them a call if you have any safety 
concerns.  Keep a copy of all installation instruc-
tions on file and review them for installation tips 
and maintenance schedules, contacting the manu-
facturer with any questions. 

     You can download a copy of the Sports Facility 
Safety Reminders from our website: 
bisoninc.com/facility-safety/
     If your customers’ facilities need updated equip-
ment for summer installs, recommend they consider 
ordering now to get ahead of demand, which normally 
picks up mid-summer.
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     Summer is almost here, which makes now a great time to plan for outdoor sports. Whether 
you’re looking to update existing equipment or are looking to outfit an outside playground, 
Bison has what your customers need.
     Order a complete outdoor gooseneck basketball system or an Ultimate outdoor playground 
basketball system and receive 10 percent off.
    Production of one of our most popular systems, the HangTime™ Adjustable, has been 
moved back to the U.S. The EZ SwingUp system allows all assembly to happen safely and 
easily at ground level. When assembly is complete, swing the completed system into verti-
cal position and lock in place with four bolts.
     If you’re looking to equip playgrounds, check out the PR98UHT Playground system. It 
provides maximum flexibility for all ages and comes with a 6” square heavy wall steel pole 
and unbreakable clear polycarbonate backboard (tempered glass or steel backboards avail-
able). 
    Place your order for immediate shipment by June 30, 2020, and mention special 
#2020-APRIL.
    Codes must be referenced at time of order. Specials cannot be combined with any other 
offer.

Gooseneck poles feature diverse backboardsGooseneck poles feature diverse backboards

Bison’s PR29 package includes a BA475SS 
35-1/2″ x 54″ fan-shaped backboard 
made of durable, rust-free aluminum 
with heavy support ribs, white powder 
coated finish, orange shooter’s square 
and border (Lifetime limited warranty), 
BA775 Tough-Duty 3-1/2″ O.D. pole, and 
BA27 goal.

The PR55 package includes a BA495 
fan-shaped 39″ x 54″ backboard with 
heavy-duty mounting support structure, 
12 ga. steel skin, and white powder 
coated finish (10-year limited warranty), a 
Heavy-Duty 4½” O.D., hot dip galvanized 
steel pole, and BA39U Ultimate playground 
goal.

The PR60 package includes a BA47 Ulti-
mate rectangular 42″ x 60″ playground 
backboard made of heavy-duty 12 ga. 
steel skin with safety rolled edges and 
white powder coated finish (Lifetime 
limited warranty), BA777 Heavy-Duty 
4½” O.D., hot dip galvanized steel pole 
and BA39U Ultimate playground goal.

The PR70 package includes a BA407U 
rectangular 42″ x 54″ backboard made 
of unbreakable bulletproof clear polycar-
bonate and extruded aluminum frame-
work with white shooter’s square and 
border (Lifetime limited warranty), BA777 
Heavy-Duty 4½” O.D., hot dip galvanized 
steel pole, and BA32 outdoor flex goal.

The PR31 package includes a BA454 
rectangular 39″ x 54″ backboard made 
of 12 ga. carbon steel with a white pow-
der coated finish and perforated shoot-
er’s square (10-year limited warranty), 
BA775 Tough-Duty 3-½” O.D. pole, and 
BA27 goal.

Bison’s PR33 package includes a BA475W 
fan-shaped 35-1/2″ x 54″ white rust-free 
cast aluminum backboard with heavy rib-
bing for maximum rigidity (Lifetime limited 
warranty), BA775 Tough-Duty 3-1/2″ O.D. 
pole, and BA27 goal.


