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The Hiding Place Study Guide

Synopsis

“You are my hiding place and my s/azeld ur word . .

Hold me up, and I will
Psalm 11 9 11

The year is 1937. The place is Ha 1 south of Holland. Our story, The

Hiding Place, opens as the ten Bo ily celebrates 100 years of watchmaking in
their home, a place called the Beje (pro unced b —ya&

Corrie, a middle-aged wo our central char ng with h Betsie,
seven years her senior. Thigisid tgie account iven cour e women
. . . . &
lived in the time of the

As Christian peo
cuted and often p
secret room in t

1af, Nazi 1nva51 and dur .
% eached out t assistance & ws being perse-
ed to providing a

h,by the Nazis. Thelr compas ion
e in hi‘ wish pe l de during Nazi raids.

ndergroﬁ ty of protecting Jews in

Thus, Corri omes steep
Holla erilous time in%world histo y
er, suspens d dire conseq COI‘I‘IC and Betsie follow God’s
leading. “Fhey struggl fﬁcult m ions and find there are no easy
answers. c@

The Hiding isstnore than t f two sisters who end up in a concentra-
tion camp. It is amyaccount of life’s gles—of overcoming evil, of forgiving and
loving enemies, and of findingsecurity amidst great insecurity. Can God actually be a
hiding place for those living Th, gteat pain and insecurity? Is there truly a safe place

% e ten Boom not only knew the answers to these diffi-
cult questions, she lived them out.

when all around is danger?
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Chapters 13 & 14

Vocabulary:

Circle the one of the three words that best de ocabulary word. Check the
dictionary to ensure a correct answer.

1. notorious mbhng

2. vista iction, v1e g

3. deluge @able, uart, Q
4. quarantine Q scent, wi solation O

ul grateful, Wlllf

5. contemptu
6. grote y, 31mple’h

7. lected taken
8. cratic Wltw risome
9. acrid % \ungcnt triangular
10. surveillance ua , incline, survey
Questions:

1. When the women ﬁrst see Ravensbruck Corrie uses two similes (descriptive
comparisons using “like” or “as”) to describe it. What do these descriptions tell
you about Ravensbruck?
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Write two similes of your own to describe the extermination camp.

2. Several events occur in Chapter 13 that appear to @:‘xplamable (The guard
tde

does not take away the sweater, vitamins, or B ange in attitude of the
women of Barracks 28; the bottomless vitami

How does Corrie
account for these things? How do you ex ? Give evidence for both
answers. 2

3. What did Corrie m n he obscrvec% ein Rave 0&( place

on two separate Q

hree ev nts or ngs for eac Qo “levels” to characterize
how what t were hke) K

Making it Personal:

Have you ever foun f in difficult circumstances and yet having peace

on the inside?

What gave you that peace?
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Read Colossians 3:12—17. What things does this passage encourage us to do?

4. In Chapter 13, Betsie encouraged Corrie to thank for the fleas in their
barracks, but Corrie could find no good reason did they discover in
Chapter 14 that changed Corrie’s mind? é

5. What happened to Corrie wh e began tryin er to take care of Betsie
and protect the two of t \

What d1d reahzc n povve Qings?

\g\

6. What ar che blu ay have symbolized for Corrie? Would
these hav od or bad f
© 1992 Progeny Press 31
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Answer Key

Chapters 1 & 2

Vocabulary: 1. damp, 2. favorable or fortunate, 3. fellow workers, 4. Continuously, 5. uneducated, 6. deeply and sin-
cerely, earnestly, 7. large, 8. harmful or disastrous.

Questions: 1. Father was wise, kind, compassionate, full of integrity in character. Father expresses wisdom when he

answers Corrie’s question about sexism and knowledge. Also when Corrie experiefi€es fears regarding death.

2. Answers will vary.

3. Yes, Tante Jans did believe heaven depended upon how much we acco, e earth. May want to have students
check out: Acts 16:31, I John 5:1, John 11:40, Acts 15:11, John 3:16, Jo : ohn 1:12.

Chapter 3 & 4

Vocabulary: b, ¢, j, ¢, h, £, a,1,d, g, 1, k.
Questions: 1. Answers will vary. Tante Bep depended.en her ci arfeés for happiness and yet was miserable. Mama
knew an inner peace and found happiness in all ci @ ces.

2. As she faced death she experienced a realization her clubs, writings, etc. were “emptiness” before the Lord. She
depended on the Cross of Christ, his saving grace rather than her works.
and wisdom. Corrie asked God to gi
6. A flashback often fill ed information and sets the stage for what is to co
to be turned in to the Germans.

3. Yes, Karel did seem to indicate more in his relationsh r actually said the w arriage” but
4. Father fired Otto.
Chapters 5, 6 & ¢
Vocabula ry. Use a standard dicti to check a :
ured or killed by a piece of metal. Betsie’s response is full of

alluded to it. Corrie’s entire family came to ue at her shock of meet s flancee’. Mamamade quiick coffee.
5. Corrie and Betsie discover
nswers
ieved the Pr Ministerswas giving th&people falsethope regarding war. Father believed there

Tante Anna passed cakes. Betsie con ith Karel. Fa redylove, comfort,
new and stronger loye fo . ¢
enjoy their new ro%re much better N& specific tasks involved
in each new role. Answers V.
2. Corrie re n fear, Betsie i
3. An anti-Semite is a persoh,w ely dislikes v, in and as a people.
4. After the German i i Holland, there were Ger ters everywhere, a curfew was set, identity and ration

arried news, a

faith believing the only safe will.
6. The NSB was an organization of Dutch embraced the Nazi philosophy for varying reasons.

7. Corrie’s nephew, Kid, introduced hérto, théyunderground. “How should a Christian act when evil was in power.”
Stealing, lying, murder, deception We underground activities.

8. Fred Koonstra brought extra ration cadssto the home and kept Corrie in communication with the underground.

9. Smit was the last name given every man in the underground.

10. Answers will vary.

11. Answers will vary. Perhaps the peace and security of the ten Boom’s was contagious. They had a hiding place: in the
Beje, in Christ, in his Word.

Chapters 8 & 9
Vocabulary: 1. paralyzed, 2. sprawling, 3. brainstorm, 4. carefully, 5. badge, 6. distrustfully, 7. loitered, 8. secret,
9. charm, 10. shaking, 11. accusing, 12. group.
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