
“The publication of com-
mentaries for children on
neglected biblical books
such as Exodus and
Leviticus is noteworthy in
itself. For Christians have
for too long starved their
children of much of the
nourishment of that Word
which is ‘all... profitable’.
But Nancy Ganz’s
‘Herein is Love’ series is very much more. Here, in fact, is a biblical theology, a re-telling of these ancient
writings in the light of the whole Bible and with a firm grasp of its central thrilling theme - the redeem-
ing love of God in Christ. Doctrinally sure-footed, warmly devotional and refined over years of practical
teaching experience, these lessons will prove an invaluable resource for all those engaged in training chil-
dren for God. As society drifts ever farther from biblical moorings, here is timely help towards preparing
a new generation to stand steadfast in the faith and, by God’s grace, impact the world for King Jesus.”

—Professor  Edward Donnel ly
Pres ident ,  Reformed Theological  Col lege ,Bel fast

“I have been very much helped by Nancy Ganz’s ‘Herein Is Love’ commentary on Genesis. I have been
leading a Sunday evening study on Genesis, called “Back to Basics’ and using her commentary as part of
my reading. What I have appreciated most—in addition to fine insights into the text—is the spirit and
tone in which it is written. It reads as one who delights in the greatness and love of God; one who has
childlike respect for God. And this also commends itself to children. I have been helped in ‘becoming
like a child’ in reading Nancy’s work. I am thankful for her fine work and dedication.”

—Brian Coombs,
Pastor,  SyracuseReformed Presbyter ian Church

“I have been very much helped by Nancy Ganz’s ‘Herein Is Love’ commentary on Genesis. I have been
leading a Sunday evening study on Genesis, called ‘Back to Basics’ and using her commentary as part of
my reading.”

—Tedd Tr ipp,
Author  of  Shepherding a Chi ld’s  Heart
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O ne evening, during the time when I was working on
this book, a young mother/teacher asked me incred-

ulously, “Are you really writing a book on Leviticus for chil-
dren?” She then confessed, “I couldn’t even read through
Leviticus myself. After plodding through three chapters I
gave up and went on in my Bible to a more interesting
place.” I responded, “Leviticus is a wonderful book!” How-
ever, I did condense it a little for the children. Genesis I ex-
panded; but Leviticus I contracted, the first seven chapters
into one lesson and the entire twenty-seven chapters into just
eleven lessons. Don’t be misled, however, by this reduction.
Leviticus is a wonderful, valuable portion of the Scriptures,
as is every other part!

Why should we and our children study Leviticus?

1) It is the Word of God, and that is reason enough!

2) It is the middle book of the Pentateuch and (as the middle
child of three sisters) I say passionately, “Don’t ever overlook the

one in the middle!” Leviticus was the third book written by Moses,

INTRODUCTION
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to whom God spoke face to face as a man speaks to his friend (Exodus 33:11).
We must never dismiss or neglect the words of a man so favoured by God.

3) Leviticus is a book which concerns itself with the worship of God!
What could be more important?

4) This Old Testament book is not obsolete. It was written to give us,
thousands of years later, hope. Hope! That is a vital nutrient for our souls!
The “God of hope” desires us to “overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13) working through His Word. We read in the New
Testament: “Everything that was written in the past [in the Old Testament]
was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement
of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4). Leviticus was given
to us by God to teach us, and we must learn the lessons therein. God gave
us this book to encourage our faith, so that ultimately we would have hope
in Christ. To believe in Jesus Christ is eternal life! There is nothing more
important in all the world for us and for our children.

5) What the New Testament calls the “Royal Law” (James 2:8) is found
in Leviticus. “Love your neighbour as yourself” is first declared in the Scrip-
tures in Leviticus 19:18. This Law of Love is quoted six times in the New
Testament. Jesus Himself cited this Levitical Law as one of the two great-
est commandments. (Matthew 22:39 & Mark 12:31). The Apostle Paul
said, “The entire law is summed up in a single command: Love your neigh-
bour as yourself” (Galatians 5:14). Again he wrote that the commandments
are “summed up in this one rule: Love your neighbour as yourself . . . Love
is the fulfilment of the law” (Romans 13:8–10). If Leviticus was not an ir-
relevant book for Christ and the apostles, it certainly must not be irrele-
vant for us!

6) Leviticus is a book filled with laws. What should be our attitude to
God’s Law? In the New Testament we read that “the Law is holy and the
Commandment is holy, righteous and good . . . We know that the Law is
spiritual” (Romans 7:12, 14). The apostle Paul also says, “In my inner be-
ing I delight in God’s Law” (Romans 7:22). Jesus Himself said, “It is easier
for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop
out of the Law” (Luke 16:17). God’s Word declares, “Blessed is the man . . .
whose delight is in the Law of the LORD, and on His Law he meditates day
and night” (Psalm 1:1, 2). Blessed are they . . . who walk according to the

xi i H e r e i n  I s  L o v e ~ Levi t icus
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Law of the LORD . . . Great peace have they who love God’s Law” (Psalm
119:1, 165). This book of laws—this book of Leviticus—is for our blessing,
for our temporal and eternal blessing!

What should be our attitude to God’s Law? It is this: “O LORD . . . I have
set my heart on Your Laws . . . I trust in Your Word . . . I have put my hope
in Your Laws. I will always obey Your Law, for ever and ever . . . I delight in
Your Commands because I love them . . . I remember Your ancient Laws,
O LORD, and I find comfort in them . . . I will keep Your Law . . . I will has-
ten and not delay to obey Your Commands . . . I will not forget Your Law . . .
I believe in Your Commands . . . I obey Your Word . . . I delight in Your
Law . . . The Law from Your mouth is more precious to me than thousands
of pieces of silver and gold . . . Oh, how I love Your Law! I study it all day
long . . . How sweet are Your Words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my
mouth . . . I will follow Your righteous Laws . . . They are the joy of my
heart . . . I stand in awe of Your Law . . . I love Your Commands more than
gold, more than pure gold . . . Your Law is true . . . All Your Commands are
true . . . All Your Words are true. All Your righteous Laws are eternal . . .
Your commands are my delight . . . I have put my hope in Your Word . . .”
(Psalm 119: 30, 42, 43, 44, 47, 52, 55, 60, 61, 66, 67, 70, 72, 97, 103, 106,
111, 113, 120, 127, 142, 151, 160, 143, 147)!

As we study Leviticus, we should thank God for His Holy Law: “Praise
be to You, O LORD . . . I will praise You with an upright heart as I learn Your
righteous Laws . . . At midnight I rise to give You thanks for Your righteous
Laws . . . Seven times a day I praise You for Your righteous Laws” (Psalm
119:12, 7,62, 164). Such zeal we all should have for the Word of God!

As we study Leviticus, we should earnestly beseech God: “O LORD . . .
open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in Your Law . . . Give me un-
derstanding to learn Your Commands . . . Teach me Your Laws” (Psalm
119:18, 73, 108)!

Ultimately, it is God’s Law that will save us from sin and death—not in
our keeping of His many Commandments—but in the fulfilment of God’s
great Law that there must be a perfect sacrifice to pay for our sins. It is God
Himself who accomplished that Levitical Law for us by the death of Jesus
Christ on the cross! And so we can pray: “Preserve my life, O LORD, ac-
cording to Your Laws . . . Preserve my life, O LORD, according to Your love”
(Psalm 119:149, 159)—because “herein is LOVE: not that we loved God, but
that He loved us, and sent His son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (I

H e r e i n  I s  L o v e xi i i
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John 4:10). “Whoever is wise, let him consider the great LOVE of the LORD”
(Psalm 107:43).

7) This brings us to a very important reason why we should study Leviti-
cus. It is a book that from beginning to end foreshadows Christ. Leviticus
appears as a large and looming shadow on history’s horizon, one that directs
our gaze forward to the Saviour and His sacrifice. Almost everything in
Leviticus—from scapegoat to high priest—points to Christ. The redemptions,
the celebrations, the purifications—they are all shadows; “the reality, how-
ever, is found in Christ” (Colossians 2:17).

Leviticus is a book in the land of shadows—and children find shadows
fascinating. Robert Louis Stevenson knew this. In A Child’s Garden of Verses
he wrote “My Shadow” and “Shadow March,” two delightful poems about
shadows for children. From my own experience I know this too. When I was
a very small child there was an old book at my grandmother’s house that I
often asked to see. I called it “The Shadow Book” and I studied the strange
pictures in it for hours! Even when I was older, I retained this interest in
shadows. One year I asked my father not to trade in his old movie camera
but to give it to me for my Christmas present. How I loved that camera! My
very first film at twelve years old was a movie of shadows—surreal dark im-
ages of my little sister’s shadow jumping off my grandfather’s woodshed and
vanishing into a pool of darkness as her shadow was absorbed into another
shadow. (I’m sure my father thought: What a waste of film!) Even now, some
of my favourite photographs are the ones where I play with shadows: por-
traits of people with their profile in shadow on an adjacent wall or a very
long shadow leading to a very small child or dark shadow-crosses and thorny
branches appearing on the sides of a white chapel wall. I say all this just to
emphasize a point: Shadows are interesting! Much of the interest in Leviti-
cus is finding the shadows, those century-spanning shadows that eventually
lead us to Christ and the foot of the cross. This was the way God presented
the gospel to us, so we would know that Christ and His crucifixion were
God’s plan from the beginning and not just a random event in human history.

8) In Leviticus God helps us to understand spiritual realities by pro-
viding for us physical similarities or “copies of the heavenly things” (He-
brews 9:23). It is a book dealing with earthly priests ministering in an earthly
sanctuary—“an illustration for the present time” (Hebrews 9:9), that points
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us to the ministry of our only heavenly priest, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
who ever lives to intercede for us in the sanctuary that is “not a part of this
creation . . . For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a
copy of the true one; He entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s
Presence” (Hebrews 9:11, 24). God provides the earthly copy, that we might
grasp—and trust—the heavenly reality!

Jesus also taught about the kingdom of God in this way, comparing what
was complex and foreign with what was simple and common. Many of his
parables employed this teaching technique. (For examples, see the king-
dom parables, Matthew 13:1–52). One night, when Jesus was teaching an
elder of the people, He said, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the king-
dom of God unless he is born again.” Christ compared spiritual birth with
physical birth, but even then his student was slow to understand, for he
asked, “How can a man be born when he is old? Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus replied, “I tell you
the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again . . .’ ”
The man still did not understand: “How can this be?” he asked. Then Jesus
said, “You are Israel’s teacher and do you not understand these things? I
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe. How then will
you believe if I speak of heavenly things?” (John 3:1–15).

9) The frustration my young friend experienced in trying to read Leviti-
cus was not wrong; in fact, I believe it was part of what God intended. Let
the truth be told: The many laws in Leviticus are definitely tedious! If one
grows weary just reading them, imagine living under the burden of keeping
those laws! Although we know that love for God is to obey His Commands
and “His Commands are not burdensome” (I John 5:3), nevertheless, all the
ceremonial laws of Leviticus were a hard burden and heavy yoke under
which the people staggered and fainted (Acts 15:10). Jesus said, “Woe to you,
experts in the law, because you load people down with burdens they can
hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them” (Luke
11:46). But Jesus, the Author of that Law, came not to crush and condemn,
but to save and set free. Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

H e r e i n  I s  L o v e xv
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For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28–30). The New
Testament proclaims: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery . . .
You, who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ;
you have fallen away from grace” (Galatians 5:1, 4). Thus we see another
great purpose of Leviticus: By presenting the yoke and the burden and the
barrier of the Law, this book provides a stark contrast to the grace of the New
Covenant in Christ’s blood, in which “we may approach God with freedom
and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12), through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
“It is by grace you have been saved, through fai . . . not by works, so that no
one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8). Leviticus, by setting the grace of the gospel
in such bold relief, makes it all the more joyous and glorious . . . to the ever-
lasting praise of God!

xvi H e r e i n  I s  L o v e ~ Levi t icus
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T he New Year began for the Israelites with Moses set-
ting up God’s beautiful tabernacle in the midst of Is-

rael’s campground. The LORD’s Tent, the Tent of Meeting,
was surrounded by thousands upon thousands of Israel’s
tents. God was dwelling among His people, just as He had
promised (Exodus 25:8; 29;45). According to His Word,
God had brought the Israelites to this isolated mountain in
the desert to worship Him. Now God would speak to Moses
to give Israel clear commands with detailed instructions
about how they were to worship Him. No longer did Moses
have to climb Mount Sinai to speak with God. Now the LORD

called to Moses and spoke to him from the tabernacle.
What do you think was of foremost importance in the wor-

ship of God? What do you think was the very first thing that God
commanded for worship? Sacrifices! There must be sacrifices

offered for sins. That was the only way a sinful people could stand
in the presence of a Holy God. That was the only way their prayers

and their praise could be accepted by the LORD. “Holy, holy, holy,
is the LORD God Almighty” (Revelation 4:8), but with man “there

SACRIF ICES

1L e s s o n

• Leviticus 1–7 & 17
• Numbers 28 & 29
• Isaiah 52:13–3:12
• Hebrews 10:1–18
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is none righteous, not even one . . . All have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:10, 23). “There is not a righteous man on earth
who does what is right and never sins” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). “Who can say, ‘I
have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin’ ” (Proverbs 20:9)? “If
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us”
(I John 1:8). Somehow the people’s sins must be removed. Somehow the
people must be made holy in the sight of God. Somehow they and their wor-
ship must be made acceptable to the LORD.

God revealed to Moses that the way was through sacrifices offered for
sins. What God commanded Moses that day in the tabernacle at the foot of
Mount Sinai was not a new command. Even in the beginning, when sin
first came into the world, there was only one way that human beings could
offer acceptable worship to God, and that way was through sacrifice! Do you
remember Cain, the first child born into the world? He did not bring an ac-
ceptable offering to God. Cain brought God some gifts from his garden, but
his brother Abel sacrificed some of the firstborn of his flock. “The LORD

looked with favour upon Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offer-
ing He did not look with favour” (Genesis 4:4, 5). We see from the earliest
days of human history that people worshiped God in two ways: They either
worshiped in the right way, according to God’s instructions, which made their
worship acceptable to the LORD . . . or they worshiped in the wrong way,
according to man’s inventions, which made their worship unacceptable to
the LORD. The right way to worship God was through sacrifice for sin, be-
cause “without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews
9:22).

Again and again we see the righteous on earth—by faith—approaching
God and worshiping God in this way: After the flood, Noah built an altar
to the LORD and sacrificed burnt offerings on it. Even though there were so
few animals left in the world, the aroma of Noah’s sacrifice was pleasing to
the LORD (see Genesis 8:20, 21). Abraham, Isaac and Jacob also worshiped
God in the right way; they too built altars and sacrificed burnt offerings
upon them (see Genesis 12:7, 8; 13:18; 22:13; 26:25; 33:20 & 35:7). Moses
also “built an altar at the foot of the mountain” and “offered burnt offerings
to the LORD” (Exodus 24:4, 5). This had always been the right way, the only
way, to find favour with God and to offer worship acceptable to Him.

Now the LORD instituted an entire system of worship, in which the
priests (the Levites) would offer sacrifices continually, every morning and
every evening, day after day, year after year . . . to atone for the sins of the
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people (Exodus 29:38–42). There were all kinds of offerings that God com-
manded: burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, peace offerings,
wave offerings, sin offerings and guilt offerings. Moses’ hand must have
grown weary as he wrote down all the instructions for all the offerings re-
quired by God in the book of Leviticus.

Besides all the regular morning and evening sacrifices offered daily for
the whole assembly of Israel, besides all the regular weekly and monthly
and yearly sacrifices offered for all the people on their Sabbath Days and
New Moon Festivals and annual feast days and celebrations, special sacri-
fices also had to be made when the whole community sinned. Sacrifices had
to be offered when a single person sinned too. What did God require of the
individual who sinned? “When anyone is guilty . . . he must confess in what
way he has sinned and, as a penalty for the sin he has committed, he must
bring to the LORD . . . a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement
for him for his sin” (Leviticus 5:5, 6).

There are two things that God has always required for the forgiveness
of sin:

1. Confession of sin—“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive our-
selves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God is faith-
ful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all un-
righteousness” (I John 1:8, 9).

2. Sacrifice for sin—“Without the shedding of blood, there is no for-
giveness” (Hebrews 9:22).

Sin had a price. At that time, in the camp of Israel, how did a person
pay the penalty for his sin?

1) First of all, the sinner must choose from his flock of sheep a beauti-
ful lamb, one that was perfect in every way, to offer as a sacrifice for his sin.
The chosen animal must not have any defect. Would God be pleased with
an offering of a sick, weak or lame animal, one that was worthless anyway?
No! A man’s sin had a real cost! He must choose an animal that was beau-
tiful and valuable.

2) After selecting a perfect animal for the sacrifice, he must present his
offering at the bronze altar, which stood in the courtyard at the entrance to
the tabernacle. He must not sacrifice it by himself wherever he pleased. No,
he must bring his offering to the priests and present it to the LORD at the en-
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trance to the Tent of Meeting, so that he and his offering would be accept-
able to the LORD.

3) Next, he must place his hand on the head of the animal and confess
his sin. In that way, the guilty man’s sin was transferred onto the innocent
animal. The LORD promised Moses, “It will be accepted on his behalf to
make atonement for him” (Leviticus 1:4).

4) He must then slaughter the lamb before the LORD at the place of the
burnt offering.

5) Then the priest must take the blood and sprinkle the blood on the
sides of the altar and pour it out at the base of the altar. The priest also must
dip his finger into the blood and put it on the horns of the altar. The blood
was very important! (Blood is mentioned seventy-five times in the book of
Leviticus alone!) The LORD said, “For the life of a creature is in the blood,
and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it
is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life” (Leviticus 17:11).

6) After the animal was slaughtered and the blood was drained, the car-
cass must be cut up. The priests must arrange the pieces of meat on the
burning wood that was on the altar. It was a burnt offering, an offering made
by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.

In those days, that was the only way a person could stand in the pres-
ence of God—if his sins were thus removed. That was the only way he and
his worship were acceptable to the LORD—if a sacrifice had been made for
his sins. This was the way that God commanded. The LORD promised: “In
this way the priest will make atonement for him, for the sin he has committed,
and he will be forgiven” (Leviticus 4:35).

By faith, Israel offered these sacrifices. Because they believed the Word
of the LORD, they brought their burnt offerings and peace offerings, their
sin offerings and guilt offerings. Every morning and every evening the priests
offered sacrifices for the sins of Israel. All day long the people brought sac-
rifices to the LORD to pay the penalty for their sins. On Sabbath days and
feast days more sacrifices were offered to God, just as He commanded. These
sin offerings had to be made continually—because that was what God
commanded.

But those sacrifices were only shadows, pointing beyond themselves to
the reality of a greater and better sacrifice. By themselves, apart from the
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Perfect Sacrifice they foreshadowed, those animal sacrifices could cleanse
no one from a single sin. It was impossible for the blood of animals to take
away sins (although God’s Law required that they be offered). That was why
those sacrifices had to be repeated endlessly, day after day, year after year,
because they could not make perfect those who drew near to worship. If those
sacrifices could have cleansed the people from their sins once for all, they
would have stopped being offered. But God instituted those sacrifices, not
for the removal of sin—but for the reminder of sin. The animals that were
slaughtered continually were a constant reminder for the people of their sin
and their need of both a Sacrifice and a Saviour. The blood that flowed con-
tinually was a constant reminder to them that a price must be paid for their
sin. God instituted those sacrifices to impress upon the hearts of His people
that they needed to be saved from their sins. God did this to show them the
way of salvation. God did this to point them to Christ!

Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah spoke
very plainly about the Servant of God, who would one day be the sacrifice
for sin. Isaiah said of this Man, “The LORD makes His life a guilt offering”
(Isaiah 53:10)—just like the guilt offerings described in the book of Leviti-
cus, just like the sin offerings made day after day and year after year by the
Levitical priests to atone for the sins of God’s people. Seven hundred years
before Jesus was born, Isaiah prophesied very clearly about this Righteous
Man, this Perfect Lamb of God, Who would offer His life as a guilt offer-
ing. Long before either His birth or His death, Isaiah described in detail God’s
Servant and His sacrifice for our sins:

See, my servant will act wisely; He will be raised and lifted up and
highly exalted. Just as there were many who were appalled at Him—
His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and His
form marred beyond human likeness—so He will sprinkle many
nations . . . [just as the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled in Leviti-
cus to cleanse the people from their sin.] Who has believed our mes-
sage and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew
up before Him like a tender shoot and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His
appearance that we should desire Him. He was despised and re-
jected by men, a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering. Like
one from whom men hide their faces, He was despised and we es-
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teemed Him not. Surely He took up our infirmities and carried
our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by
Him and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions; He
was crushed for our iniquities . . . [just as the animal sacrifices were
slaughtered in Leviticus for the sins of the people.] The punishment
that brought us peace was upon Him and by His wounds we are
healed . . . [just as the sacrifices in Leviticus brought healing from
sin and peace with God.] We all, like sheep, have gone astray; each
of us has turned to his own way. And the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all . . . [just as the people’s sins were laid on the heads
of the animals to be sacrificed in Leviticus.] He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. He was led, like a lamb,
to the slaughter . . . [just as the lambs were led to the altar in Leviti-
cus to be slaughtered,] and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,
so He did not open His mouth. By oppression and judgement He
was taken away. Yet who of His generation considered that He was
cut off from the land of the living for the transgression of my peo-
ple, to whom the blow was due. . . [just as in Leviticus, the inno-
cent animals were killed for the sins of the guilty people.] He was
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death,
though He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer . . .
My righteous servant will justify many and He will bear their in-
iquities. Therefore I will give Him a portion among the great, and
He will divide the spoils with the strong, because He poured out
His life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For
He bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.
(Isaiah 53)

Isn’t it amazing that seven hundred years before Jesus was born, Isaiah
spoke so clearly of the crucifixion of Christ? He also spoke of Christ’s res-
urrection. Isaiah proclaimed, “Though the LORD makes His life a guilt of-
fering, He will see His offspring and prolong His days and the will of the
LORD will prosper in His hand. After the suffering of His soul, He will see
the light of life and be satisfied” (Isaiah 53:10, 11).

Another prophet, who lived in the time of Christ, pointed to Jesus and
proclaimed: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). Yes, we must behold Jesus, the Lamb without defect, the man
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without sin, who was led to the place of slaughter. We must behold Jesus, the
Lamb upon whom God laid the sins of His people. We must behold Jesus,
the Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins, the Lamb whose body was broken
for us and whose blood was poured out for us. “Christ loved us and gave
Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:2).
We must behold the Lamb of God and believe in Him . . . that we might be
saved from our sins. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life” (John 3:16). God so loved the world, that He provided a way of
escape for us, a way of escape from sin and death. God’s LOVE provided the
blood of His Son to make atonement for our lives. It was not through the blood
of animals that salvation was secured, but through the precious blood of the
Son of God. “The blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin” (I John
1:7). “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins” (Ephesians 1:7). The price has been paid for our sins; our lives have
been bought “with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect” (I Peter 1:19). By God’s will, “we have been made holy through the
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all . . . By one sacrifice He has
made perfect forever those who are being made holy” (Hebrews 10:10, 14).
For those who believe in Jesus and his death upon the cross, God promises:
“Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more. Where these have
been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin” (Hebrews 10:17, 18).
The debt has been paid, and we are free from sin and death . . . forever!

“Jesus Christ, the Righteous One—He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John
2:2).

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God
presented Him as a sacrifice of attonement, through faith in His blood” (Ro-
mans 3:23–25).

Herein is Love: not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

I John 4:10

The teacher’s guide for this lesson starts on page 106.  
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