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Synopsis

Jonas’s community is a perfect society. There is no %unger, everyone is pro-

vided for, and there are no problems. A set of R verns everything from the for-
mation of families, to standards for behavior, t e at which a child receives his
bicycle.

Jonas is an Eleven, and like bers of his age group, he will soon
take part in the Ceremony of Twe h1c he is assigned to a particular job for
the rest of his life in the community ut Jonas i @

mony. He has no idea what signment, chos
Elders, will be.

about the ing cere-
im by the 6&&: of

But Jonas is unig e communj recog it uniqueness
Jonas is chosen to be_th Receiver of ry, the mo '&'tant member of
the Committee o e current Receiver of Me an elderly man who
takes Jonas undethis tutelage and besinstto teach him ab is new Assignment.

The f Memo ly member, of ommunity who can recall
the p e community‘adopted “s es\ a solution to its problems.
Dun eirjtimes togeth he elderly man % the Giver, passing on the mem-
ories an know ed 111 need 1n%
the community.

Jonas di t the com s not only removed sadness and pain but

gain the wisdom necessary to lead

has also removed and love. And onas discovers more secrets, including the
terrible policies his community has adopted to keep everything running smoothly.
Together, he and the Giver lan by which the community will be forced to face

the past it has forgotten—the joys and the sorrows—in order to achieve perfection.
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4. A male Eleven named Benjamin had done his entire nearly-Four years in the
Rehabilitation Center, working with citizens who had been injured.

Your definition:

Dictionary definition:

5. . his mother told of a dream fragment, a disqui cene where she had
been chastised for a rule infraction she didr e tand
disquieting

Your definition:

Dictionary definition: Q

infraction @

Your definition: \ @
Dictionary Q K E

\
\\O

Con anlng
Wordshave both a denot meaning and mtwe meaning. The denotative
meaning of a wor, ning thatca in the dictionary. In the previous

vocabulary exercise, onded w omtzve meaning of the words.
The con eaning of a is"the implied or suggested meaning of the
word. It describes the way a word makessyou feel or the feelings you associate with the

word.

Read the two sente paying close attention to the meaning implied by

the underlined words:

The Petersens had a visitor over for dinner.

The Petersens had a guest over for dinner.

Both visitor and guest mean that the Petersens had an extra person at the table
for dinner. But the word visitor suggests nothing about the person. The word guest
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implies someone who was specifically invited and welcomed into their home. Guest
has a more positive connotation. Visitor is more neutral, simply describing the extra
person without adding extra connotative meaning.

In The Giver the author carefully chooses the words she uses for describing
things in the community. Look at the underlined wording in the pairs of sentences
below. Place a check mark next to the sentence that you feel has a more positive con-
notation because of the word used.

1. ___ Jonas’s family sat down to dinner. Q@

Jonas’s family unit sat down to
2. __ Jonas returned to his d after school hours.
__ Jonas returned to his home after schoo@
3. ___ None of the Tw what his %@M
None of th evknew what/i career

4. _ Geo nta quiet eveni&ith his wife.
- ent a qui e@ with his spou Q

5. e family unitiwelcomed their newc

he fa ily@r omed @a@.
o

As you continu pay attenti words the author chooses when describ-
ing things in the munity. The she chooses to use (or chooses to 7ot use)

may help explain why the comfunity works the way it does.

Questions: O

1. Jonas and Gabriel share what physical characteristic?
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Thinking About the Story:

7. Foreshadowing is a hint or clue the author gives about something that will hap-
pen later in a story. In Chapter 3, Jonas realizes that his eyes gave him a look
“as if one were looking into the clear water of the river, down to the bottom,
where things might lurk which hadn’t been discovered yet.” What might the

author be foreshadowing with this passage? %

ells s about the release of a man named
e celebration o ase for the Old? Was this

8. At the House of the Old, Lariss
Roberto. What happens duringy

a happy or sad occasion?

o N
SR

ease? Where exactly

9. What do think happens
do yo e Old g

O 0
IR
10. Jonas is troubled by a dream hat does he recognize as the strongest
feeling in his'dream? K

© 1997 Progeny Press 23
No copy of this study guide may be resold.



15.

16.

The Giver Study Guide

[s it important that a family be biologically related in order to function prop-

erly? Explain your answer. What helps to keep families functioning? Consider
Ephesians 5:22-6:4.

o,

A recurring theme in 7The Giver has been rulesiandjadherence to rules. The
community’s attitude toward rules and o ce can be summed up by an

observation Jonas makes early in Ch@ ter to steer clear of an occasion

governed by a rule which wou o break.”
atthew 5:20, 48; Matthew 22:35-40; 1

Read Deuteronomy 4:
Corinthians 10:23; and Galatia

:1-3, 11,D gree with Jonas that it is
better to entirely avoid sig@sions in which th n a r1sk of rules?
How do these Verses r answer?
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14. Answers will vary, but again, God seems to indicate that this is sometimes true. God commanded numerous feast
days and celebrations. Some of these were for memorials that could have been remembered by fasting. But pleasure and
joy also remind us of the love and provision of God, the goodness and beauty of His creation.

15. The writer of Ecclesiastes concludes that laughter and pleasure are foolish and meaningless, but that it is good and
proper for a man to enjoy his life. When God gives someone wealth and possessions and he is able to enjoy them and be
happy in his work, that is a gift from God. The joy God gives him keeps him from reflecting on the troubles of life.

16. Although Paul asserts that everything is permissible, he says that whatever we do we should do for the glory of God.
This should be our attitude.

Chapters 12—-16 6
Vocabulary:

. the quality of having vitality or energy; 4.

ngth or vitality; 7. menacing or threaten-

1. cautionary advice or kind rebuke; 2. without reason or sound judgs

having many curves or winding; 5. incorporated or absorbed; 6. in
ing; 8. calmly or quietly; 9. waving or swinging vigorously
Questions:

1. Jonas has a dream about sledding down a hill, j

h given to him by the Giver. Again and again in the

dream, the accumulated snow brings the sled to 2 Jo left with the feeling that there is a destination in the
o feels that this place is goodsswelcoming, and significant, and that he
needs to get there.
2. Jonas wants Asher and Lily to understand,the things he has learned. s elp Asher see célors,fand he wants
Lily to understand that elephants once existe
e left alone.
ing again, but this sime t flips over ar&
P‘ % tha

distance beyond where the sled comes to a stop.

4. The Giver transmits the memo eriences, along with

=)

3. Sometimes the Giver is in pain and
more severe

bruises and scrapes, what it feels 4i
and he begs the Giver for s
allowed medication for inj
5. The Giver recalled
three for each Birthm

6. The Gi allowed to discushis work with anyone eXeept the Receiver-in-Training, so there was a whole part
of his life he was not allowed to share his family. And for the Giver, the work done s his life.
i§ s

Y/

says no and logks . (Recall that Jonas is not

unity to keep the rate of births to
each other in haste and fear and

7. The Giv orite memory 1S ration.

8. Jonas was surprised tha people were in t ith the rest of the family. He expected them to be kept
in the House of the ople never left the Old

9. The strongest feeli e of love

10. Jonas’s parents are s S
ost obsolete.” She suggests that they “enjoy” him, and father adds that
they “take pride” in his accomplishments, butithe word “love,” they say, is inappropriate.

Thinking About the Story:
11. Jonas has begun seeing the color|te 1 the Giver tells him he will soon begin to see other colors as well. This

means that the entire community, save féma‘few people like himself and the Giver, are color-blind.

12. This might indicate that Gabriel, like Jonas, has the mysterious “Capacity to See Beyond,” and might have been
chosen to be the next Receiver had he been older and had Jonas not been chosen. Earlier in the story we read that
Gabriel had pale eyes like Jonas’s, perhaps suggesting that he was like Jonas in other ways. Jonas had earlier recalled a

ized word, so meaningless that it's become

female Five who also had the same kind of eyes, so perhaps there are a few others who have the ability to receive memo-
ries, but they have never learned about it.

13. Jonas thinks that if given the freedom to choose, a person might make the wrong choices. Jonas finds this idea
frightening. He concludes that it’s better and safer to protect people from wrong choices. After he reaches this conclu-
sion, he is left with a feeling of frustration he doesn’t understand. Answers will vary. Jonas knows something isn’t right
about his conclusion, but he has known no other way of living.
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