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Synopsis

@ck comes across a neigh-

ob is able to help the cow
neighbor, Mr. Tanner, with a
and puts his energy into caring for

Wandering up on the ridge above his family’s farm,
bor’s cow having difficulty giving birth. Actin®
give birth to two bull calves. He is rewarde
piglet of his own to raise. Rob names thepi

her. He expects Pinky to be a brood sfw a ide many more pigs for the family.

Twelve-year-old Rob is the onlgsurviging son in amily. His four older sis-
ters have all married and left home. s father, k, a qulet le man,
butchers pigs, a job he do y but perfo an provide {8 his amlly
Mr. Peck cannot read or W stresses the nce of du : 8 his son.
Although the family is Mr Peck re r1ch s that truly
matter: they have ea ey have land rk and th od’s creation to
enjoy. é

In the f year, ecomes hen Pinky shows no
signs of goi at. After ccessful o breed her, Rob faces the

prosp rood sogy may By barren. Pinky§ falbtcomes more obvious when
winte Food beco&rce, and Rob& what has to be done to provide

for the “T gamgn i t, boy,” his father tells him. “It’s

ld Die is t f a tender relationship between a father

and son—a boy in'We process c{mo a man.
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Chapters 10-12

Vocabulary: .

For each of the following underlined Wordsi®e unction it fills in the sentence
ne

(noun, verb, adjective, or adverb) and according to how it is used.

1. “And if you don’t want to spend§ can squir

Part of speech:

Definition: \®
- roud of that @f grays @Bob and Bib.

[ e a Mealthy pm@c side with his goad and
Part of spee * 6
Definiti

4. “That’s meet and right,” {aid.

Part of speech:

Definition:

5. “Papa,” I said, “why do folks weasel a dog?”
Part of speech:

Definition:

© 1994 Progeny Press 25
No copy of this study guide may be resold.



A Day No Pigs Would Die Study Guide

6. “You have your schooling. You'll read and write and cipher.”
Part of speech:
Definition:
7. “Because this is my last winter. I got an affection, I know I do.”
Part of speech:
Definition:
) 2
Questions: 0
1. What is the population of Rut@nont? What is the population of

London, England? Rob said he in school &, ondon was the largest
city in the world. How d ondon rank todMgi 1! ist of the vydrid§largest

cities? What is the la@n the world @ O
: 0\

aire

2. Whar %ﬁob’se with hob left for the Rutland

>

3. What does Rob do with QO cents Aunt Carrie gives him?

O

4. What happens when Rob is overcome by the smell of pig manure?
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What is the purpose of “weaseling” the dog? What happens to Ira Long’s dog?
How do Rob and his father react to what has happened? What does this tell

you about them?

6. What about Pinky worries Rob’s father? & \6

7. When Rob says he Want row up to be jus ather, Hav. says,
“I wouldn’t wish th cat 7 Why espond th

does he want for h \

e a; lowing ga sa&m the bO\
“Try apa sald, it comes day’s end, I can’t
wash th \ er never complains. Not once,
ears, has s sqid that I smell strong. I said once
to he at [ was so

“What d1d ma say?

“She s led of honest work, and that there was no
sorry to be sai card.”

What does this dialogue tell you about Rob’s mother?
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9. When Rob offers to quit school to work on the farm, how does his father react?
What does his reaction tell you about how he values education?

10. What do you think the last paragraph of Cha @reals about what Rob is
feeling? \

Dig Deeper: \ Q
\and Bib 1 1n

11. When Rob is leadi the falr

I wantedfthe w ole town o Le to see me

ce. If onl rd That And Jacob

ad D¥overbs 11:2&9 :23, Romansx d Galatians 6:4, 5. How was
R&¥eeling? Is t ing Wrgng@‘ attitude?

12. When Rob feeds the@el to the chickens, he ponders how the larger hens
get all the food and th&®€rawny ones get nothing. He concludes that it’s not a
fair world. What law of nature is being demonstrated in this scene? Is nature
“fair”? Explain your answer.
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13. In contrast to nature, is God fair? Consider Job 34:12; Psalm 34:19;
Ecclesiastes 9:11, 12; and John 16:33. Where can we find hope to get us
through this life?

14. When Rob tells his father that he needs a¢sto @ Haven says:

“So do L. But one thing to RoW s this. NVeed is a weak word.
Has nothing to do withgvha get. Ain’t what you need that

matters. It’s what you dS§And gbur motherlldo you a coat.”

What is Rob’s father. ayi@ut being in wapt\Wat is he sayi ou® prov-
idence? How is needx rd? % *
15. t IsfigVen’s attitu{ is owr{{\

SO ’\6
16. Read Psalm 49:15, Danie Z:Q 11:25-27, and 1 Corinthians 15:13-22.
d

What is your attitude tow&'}‘rour own death? What is the promise of Jesus for
those who die believi @ ?
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Questions:

1. Ethan Allen was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and led the Green Mountain Boys in fighting for the indepen-
dence of Vermont from New York. Rob is either referring to a baseball team named the Green Mountain Boys or is mis-
taken in thinking that Ethan Allen’s Green Mountain Boys were a baseball team. Rob assumes that Ethan Allen is the
captain of a baseball team rather than the true historical figure he is. Abner Doubleday is credited with inventing base-
ball. Rob sees Abner Doubleday as a more important historical figure than Ethan Allen.

2. Coolidge was president from 1923 to 1929. As vice-president under Warren G. Harding, Coolidge assumed the presi-
dency when Harding died in office. He was elected in a general election in 1924. Since Rob’s teacher says she voted for
» 1928. (Not 1929, since the story
as president.)

ts will vary. According to U.S. law,
ose who are convicted of a felony may

opens in the month of April, and by April 1929 Herbert Hoover would B
3. Haven Peck says that he cannot vote because he can neither read nor
all citizens who have reached the age of eighteen years are qualiffd. to
have their voting rights temporarily or permanently taken away.

ov@)Rob projects many human emotions and rea-
terwheel for her. He tells her stories and talks to
her as if he was talking to another person.

5. Rob thinks that Baptists dunk people in water t
mortal soul went to Hell. But if you did come up, 1 worse. You h a Baptist.” He remembers a story
about someone who was suspected of being a witch. ook from t old@\ey said, would silage and
peel paint.” He reasons that the person mus eally been a Baptist.

6. He said it looked like a hill of barlire. mffist think it’s som f Mgantation: “I waspgmahoiyro make sport
of it. Aunt Carrie always said that only ti@foSligh#lefy the Dark Spiffes4 TS

e holy. “If you didn’t come up, you got dead and your

Jack

Dig Deeper:
8. Haven Peck is saying /g the value of a man sho ased on whether he can read or write, but what he can do.
He also upholds being debt-fee and getting bpwith simiple, functional things. (“They do not care that my coat is sturdy
and keeps me warm.”)

ne, and how to make use of it. He knows Shaker Law from memory.
b barn and make his rows of corn “straight as fences.” He knows that it’s
& to be used in outdoor construction.

9. He knows how a capstan works, ho

He says that he can “true a beam” to
not necessary to season fresh wood if it’
10. Answers will vary.

11. Haven Peck says that the family has each other, the land to tend, the ox to work for them, the cow to give them
milk, and the rain to wash up in. They also have the beauty of nature. The verses from Matthew indicate that the trea-
sures we store up should not be worldly things. The things we need for this life will be provided by God. We should
simply seek God first and foremost. In that the family has the things they need for life, they are indeed “rich.”

Topics for Further Study:

1. The principle by which a capstan works is the principle of the wheel and axle. A handle is attached perpendicularly to
the axle, acting as a lever (a second-class lever to be more specific). The axle is the fulcrum and the force is applied to the
handle, turning the axle and thereby winding the chain around it. The greater the distance from axle to the point at
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